Iranian Nobility Under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb by Khan, Muhammad Afzal

ABSTRACT 
The Iranis did not, like the Turanis, belong to the 
race of the Imperial family of the Mughals. Yet they formed 
a component of the early Mughal nobility in India. It was 
strengthened after Humayun's return from Persia. Akbar 
patronized the Iranis so as to coimter balance the influence 
of the Turanis, and his son Jahangir used them to limit the 
influence of the old Akbar Shahi nobility. 
The Iranis appear to have been migrating from 
different regions of the Safavid Iran owing to various social 
and political reasons. They came from several strata of the 
society, having been military commanders, civil bureaucrats, 
merchants and scholars and professionals like physicians and 
architects. In India they were found employment, both 
through man?abs and lower offices. In doing so, it appears 
that, a distinction was always made between those who came 
with some administrative experience and those without it. 
Sometimes, as under A\irangzeb, the family background was 
given preference over experience. During this period a 
considerable nvunber of Iranis also came from the Dec can after 
deserting service in the Kingdoms of Bijapur and Golkunda. 
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Our data suggest that both \mder Shahjahan and 
Aurangzeb the Iranis held largest nixmber of mansabs as 
compared with other racial groups, particxLLarly in the 
category of highest mansabs, viz, 5OOO gat and above. 
Amongst Iranis belonging to different regions, both 
numerically and as man^abdars, the Teheranis, Mashhadis, 
Qandaharis and Harvis were prominent during Shahjahan's 
reign, under Aurangzeb the ^ awafis and Qandaharis enjoyed 
a comparable position. 
The Iranis seem to have enjoyed particular 
preference in appointments as central ministers. They 
occupied most of the central offices under Shahjahan and 
Aurangzeb. In some they seem to have practically 
established a monopoly. 
The fortunes of several important senior Iranian 
families, viz, those of I'timad-ud Daula, All Mardan Khan, 
Asad Khan, Ruhullah Khan, Mir J"umla, the Mirzas of Qandahar 
and the IQjawafis and Ma'muris have been studied in the 
thesis. The family of I'tiraad-ud Daula still seems to 
have remained the greatest of all, and many o'her important 
Iranian families maintained matrimonial relations v/ith this 
family. 
... 3 
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Some affinity between the Khavafis and Ma'muris 
is also evident. They illustrate the careers of medixoin 
ranking nohles, specializing mainly in revenue matters. 
Shaista Khan and Mir Jumla are the two best 
representatives of the Iranian nobles known for their 
commercial activities. The latter owned ships which sailed 
to several of the West and South-east Asian Kingdoms. The 
allegation that Shaista Khan ruined English trade in Bengal 
can not be accepted as true, Mir Jumla provides the best 
example of a merchant-noble who was successful on the two 
fronts, political and commercial, throughout his life. 
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P r e f a c e 
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of Shahjahan and Aurangzeh). An attempt i s made to 
analyse the factors which made i t important i n the Mughal 
system, the sources and nature of I ran ian immigration, 
and the fortunes of samples of I ran ian families of high 
and medium ranks. The pos i t ion of the I r an i s in terms of 
mangabs as well as off ices i s examined in d e t a i l . Finally, 
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CHAPTER - ONE 
IRANIAN NOBILITY UNDER AKBAR AND JAHANGIR 

CIIAPTEK Ol^ E 
IRAIJIAK NOBILITY UNDER AKBAR AND JAILANGIR 
We may take the MuE^ iai nobility to signify the 
class of persons wno as high officers of the Emoire consti-
tuted tne higher rungs in the political hierarchy. These 
officers comprised both civil bureaucrats and military 
commanders. Their personal status was officially fixed 
by their ranks (man^abs) granted by the Emperor. £y 
Aurangzeb's time the term umara* (plural of amir, 'conii'ander, 
noble') was applied to officers holding mangabs of 1000 gat 
1 
and above. 
The Mughal n o b i l i t y was heterogenous i n c h a r a c t e r 
as i t comprised c e r t a i n we l l - r ecogn ized r a c i a l groups such 
as Turanis (Cent ra l A s i a n s ) , I r a n i s ( P e r s i a n s ) , Af^'hans, 
Shaikhzadas ( Ind ian Muslims), Rajputs and the Decccnis ( i . e . 
R i j a p u r i s , Haiderabadis and Marathas)o Chandra Shan 
Brahman has given an account of t h i s heterogenous c h a r a c t e r 
of the Mughal governing c l a s s tov/ards the c l o s e of 
~ 2 
Shahjahan ' s r e i g n . Among the fo re ign observers B e r n i . r 
1 M. Atnar A l i , The Mughal N o b i l i t y Under Aurangzob, 
Bombay, 1966, p . ^^TrTereinaTter ciTecT as RugriaTlj 'obil i ty) . 
2 Guldas ta , MS. No, 666A^- S i r Sulaiman C o l l e c t i o n , 
Maul ana Azad L ib ra ry A l iga rh , ff, l+ (b) -5 (a ) . 
aloo soeaKs of the oresence of Uzbeks, P e r s i a n s , Arabs 
1 
and Turks or t r je ir descendants i n the Mughal c o u r t . He 
aods t h a t the "Omaras mostly c o n s i s t of adventurers from 
2 
d i f f e r e n t na t ions who e n t i c e one ano the r to the c o u r t . ' ' 
Thus the Hu^-hals had a m u l t i - n a t i o n a l , m u l t i - r a c i a l 
and m u l t i - r e l i g i o u s rioling c l a s s . Commenting on tne 
ii.angjbdars l i s t e d i n the Aln - i Akbar i , Moreland noted t h a t 
j u s t under 70 per c e n t of the nobles whose o r i g i n i s known 
v/ere fo re igne r s belonging " t o f a m i l i e s which had ei lnci-
come to Ind ia wi th Humayun or had a r r i v e d a t the c o u r t a f t e r 
3 
tue acce:-;sion of Akbar." Amongst f o r e igne r s the two elements 
— Tura"nis and Ir"anis enjoyed a predominant p o s i t i o n in 
Akbar ' s n o b i l i t y . By Turanis we mean persons corning from 
C e n t r a l As ia , where the Turkish languages were spoken; and 
tiie IranTs were l a r g e l y the P e r s i a n speaking peoples from 
Hera t up to Baghdad i . e . the i n h a b i t a n t s of the whole of 
the Dresent-day P e r s i a and the Pers ian-SDeaking p a r t s of 
Af jnanis tan and I r a q . We have , however, used tne term 
1 Francois B e r n i e r , Travels In The Mughal Empire 
16!,6-1 668, t r . 'W iTohs t a b l e , second ed ' i t ion , Dcljii 1 96C , 
p . ^09>" 
2 I b i d . , p . 212. 
3 \..h, Moreland, Ind ia a t the Death of i ikbar, Delhi 
( h e p . ) , 197^, pp. ^^-TCr. " ~ 
h Mughal I j o b i l i t y , o p . c i t . , pp. 1 8 , 19. 
' I r a n i n o b i l i t y ' i n a p rec i sed sense v i z . those I r a n i a n s 
vho lad served v;ith the Safavid r iolers before t h e i r m i r r a -
l ion to India or the persons coming from the va r ious n-^rts 
of tne ^af-jvid empir'e, i nc lud ing the Kurds, the C i r c a c s . e n s 
and the Turkmans. 
Si^ice the r u l i n g family was of Turani o r i g i n , tjjo 
Tur^ni no l le s were i n i t i a l l y l a r g e r in number. Thus, i t 
appears tnu t the n o b i l i t y bequeathed by Humayun v/as p r e -
dominant ly Turani ye t with a s u b s t a n t i a l number of I r a i l s 
who had jo ined h i s s e r v i c e dur ing h i s so journ in I r a n and 
ijad accompanied hin, to I n d i a , abul Fazl has given a l i s t of 
these n o b l e s , who were ^7 i n a l l . Out of these 2? were 
Turani and 21 I r a n i ; the remaining 9 of them were u i i i a e n t i -
1 
f i e d . Among tlie Ir"anis Bairam Khan, Afzal Khan (I-iir DaKLi^ ' i ), 
Ashraf rdian (Mir Munshi) , Lhwaja Abdul Majid (Di^/an), Khwaja 
Ataul l j i j (Diwan-i F u y u t a t ) , Kir Shah'abuddin (Mir Sa"man), 
Luwaja Abul Qasim and Kir Hasan were impor tan t nobles as 
2 
ind ic ' i t ed by the o f f i c e s they he ld . During the r e^e rcy of 
Bairam knan I r a n i s as a group maintained t n e i r p o s i t i o n as 
iie i s found to have oromoted some of ; . is low r ank in r c.'i.'iccrc 
1 Afzal Husain, "Growth of I r a n i Element i n AkbJ r ' s 
M o b i l i t y " , P.I .H.C._, ^,6th S e s s i o n , Al igarh 197S, l - 167. 
2 Abul F a z l , Akbar I^ arna_, ed. Maulavi Abdur Rahim, I d l . 
Ind . , 3 v o l s , CTalcutta, 1873-B7, v o l . I , p . "3^2 (-,ere-
i n a f t r c i t e d as A.l\i. j . 
to v-^ry uif^h poci t ionr ; . The ' juthor of the ZajjaiiOL-uJ.-
I^Mr.anin mentions t h a t some tv/enty-f ive oersons of low-r 
ranks were r a i s e d to the rtjan^^abs of ^000 by Bairain n_an. 
Akbar himself s t a t e s i n a farman t h a t t a i r a m Ivh-In r^ Iseci 
s e v e r a l of n i s menial s e rvan t s to tiie s t a t u s of i ;~ii^ and 
2 
S\-] l " h s . 
n f t e r the d i s m i s s a l of Bairam _Kiian a c r J 3 i s 
dcvGlooed a t the c o u r t which l ed to the r e b e l l i o n by most 
of the Turani n o b l e s . Akbar in t roduced two new elen '.^ts -
£h.aikh;:~das ( Ind ian Muslims ) and Fa jpu t s - as coujiter poise 
to tlie pressure of '^'urani n o b i l i t y . Ue a l s o promoted I r a n i 
nobles to n igher ranks as a reward fo r t u e i r l o y a l t y aurinpT 
0 
: e c r i s i s . I t aoo'-'-irs t u a t the I i a n i a n n o b i l i t . i i i , .u r i teo 
by Hkbar had a l r e a d y formed i t s nuc leus i n the c c u r t d u r i n j 
li^e pe r iod of tiuma'yun's s t ay in Ir"an and h i s resLo ' a t lon of 
\ue I nb ian empire. In a d d i t i o n to t i i i s nucleus of ] j~r . i 
nobles a l a r g e number of P e r s i a n s migrated to India hiring 
Ai.bar 's r e ign in sea rch of (employment and v/ere admi l . ea to 
1 Snaikh Far id BiiaKkari, Zak l j i r a t -u l Hjawanin, od. J . 
Moinul Haq, 3 v o l s . , Karach i , 196T^"9 '^ , v o l . I , ; ; . 17 
( n e r e a f t e r see Zo Kn. ) . 
2 A .^_U_, Vol. I I , pp. 106-107. 
3 I q t i - i a r Alam Khan, 'The ]\lobility Under Akbar and .ne 
Development of h i s Bc l ig ious P o l i c y 16yO-bO', J . r . ^i.S., 
P a r t 3 - ^ , 1969} PF« 29-36 and h i s monograph, Tj.e 
P o l i t i c a l Biograpl.y _of a Mupnal hoble j 'unim Kiran ._a^an-l 
LJjanrn~T^7-T^757 "Alig'arh, 1973", ppV XVI-XVII. 
5 
the n o b j l i t i ' . Severa l f a c t o r s were r e spons ib l e for LL i r 
mi; •^;. Lion from I r a n . Apparen t ly , the presence al rond: ' of 
an I r a n i element in h igher p o s i t i o n s and i n subs ta i i t i : j l 
mil D'^'j, Togetnei with Akbar 's conscioios e f f o r t a t d J v e r s i -
fy in r the r u l i n g c l a s s , and h i s patronage of P e r s i a n nobles 
ana c u l t u r e were obvious ly the p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r s w.ich 
1 
raifht ii'jve e n c o u n f e d tnem to come to I n d i a . 
To t h i s was adued the p e r s e c u t i o n of Suniiis i n the 
bafavjd empire dur ing the s i x t e e n t h century when the ci.oice 
1-^ft to s e v e r a l was e i t h e r to a ccep t Shi'isrri or to foi'i-.ake 
2 
the cuur. try. During Akbar 's r e i g n Kir Abdul L a t i f of 
Qazwin caii-.e to India because of r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n in 
I r a n . .,e belonged to the S a i f i Sa iy id s of Qa^,\vin v.'._o were 
Svj.ids by f a i t h . Cn the tes t imony of Ghyasuddin A I I A:,af 
Kii"n, Radauni s t a t e s t h a t S a i f i Sa iy id s were a l l bj r ,t,cd 
3jr inis and Shah TahmasD deprived them of t i . e i r e s t a t e s , thus 
ccmpoJling Mir nbdul L a t i f to come to I n d i a . Sha r i f . mul i , 
1 See Hf..;il I lusa in ' s a r t i c l e o p . c i t . , p . 168. 
2 The people of Khawaf were formerly b igo ted Smthis but 
1-jter they emerged as s taunch Shi'as under the comoudsion 
dur ing Shah "AbLas's r e i g n . See ZoKh. , Volo I , p ;. 19!;-
96; see a l s o Chanter 6 Sec t i on I I Io 
3 AbiJul ^Qadir Badauni , hun takhab-u t TawarikJQ, ed. 1-jidavi 
Ahn/jd 'All , t j b . Ind . , 3 Vols . , Galeu11a, ' '1 &6fa-69, Vol. 
I l l , pp. 97-99. 
a l e a d e r of iMuqtavi s e c t , i s ^ I so s a i d to have rni^i-ated 
1 
to India from AstarabTad loricler s i m i l a r circL-'mstarices. Ind ia 
uu'iuor -ikbar with i t s l i b e r a l environifient, provided a congenia l 
cuiiosphere to such f u g i t i v e s . Eulogiz ing the r e i g n of h i s 
fatuf;-'" Janang i r has r i g h t l y observed t h a t un l ike otl er 
c o u r i t r i s s , i n the realm of h i s f a t h e r peoples of d i f f e r e n t 
ooc ts uiid creeds i.ad occupied a p l a c e . 'While Suiuds had 
no t)l icc i n I r an and Shias i n Turan, bu t i n h is f a t h e r ' s 
realm Shias and Sunnis togot i .er prayed in a s i n g l e n.osuue 
2 
Jui^t as "C . i r i s t i cns and Jev/s" prayed toge tn r in one cxiurch. 
Ttie narsij p o l i c y of tiie Safavids tovvards ti e i r 
n o b i l i t y was perhaps anotuer iiiajor f a c t o r of the migi-arion. 
Af te r ttie de j th of Shah Isma'il Safavi (152*+ A.D. J lauii ly 
feuds among p r inces and f a c t i o n a l r i v a l r i e s among liool .'S l e d 
to u i i s t a b i i i t y and dinarchy in the empire wnicn ro'uiid 1 1 ^ 
culmJnjLion in the e s t ab l i shmen t of a t r a d i t i o n of b lood-
3 
t i j i r s t . ines3 i n P e r s i a . Observing t h i s s t a t e of a f f a i r s 
Lahori T-enKjrks, " In ^dmjn i s te r ing ma t t e r s perLaiu ing to 
nunisiiru'^iit, (His Maje..ty) does not make any d i s t i n c t i o n 
1 Isi-andar Beg Turkman, Tari i i i j- i Alam Ara - i Abbas i , '^ohran, 
1-^ ^^ 0 A . H . , V o l . _ I I , p.^76(hei^6inaf-rer c i t e d a s ^ T A . ^ . ) . 
2 T\xzuk-± J a h a n g i r i , ed. Syed Ahmad, Gi_jazipur and Ali. 'arh^ 
Ifc'ST-o^, p . 16" (Thereinafter see Tuzuk). 
3 A. A. A. , J , p p . ' ^ ^ - ^ 6 . 
DGtween the nobles and the comiiion peop le . I f per cnance 
t-he c i 'ue l ty of the lu rKish S u l t a n s , Qiz i lhasnes and lizbei.s, 
and t h e i r impudence in avarding punisnrnents a re u.euwioned 
in i,is Ma je.- . t i 's p re sence , His soul i s so gr ieved tu'^t ti.e 
1 
s igns of resentment a re apparen t from His luminous forehead." 
According to M.Athar Al i during the 31 years Shan Abbas i 
executed no l e s s than -^8 prominent o f f i c e r s e i t h e r on 
s r s p i c i o n s or en r e l i g i o u s grounds. In the Mughal en i r i re , 
as he r :n iarks , 1 t a lone such e x e c u t i o n s , even disru: s s a l s , 
wer'j very r a r e , and c o n f i s c a t i o n of n o b l e s ' p rope r ty as 
2 
punishment was p r a c t i c a l l y unknown. 
1 Abdul I^ -^ F-id Lahori ,_BadShahnama, ed. Maulavis Kabiruddin 
.ujiii-.u and ^bdur Rahim , Bfb. Ind . , 2 v o l s , C a l c u t t a . 
1b67-6&, Vol. 1 ( a ) ' p p . 1 3 ^ ^ ^ r H e r e a f t e r see L a h o r i ) . 
This passage has a l s o been t r a n s l a t e d by M. Atuar Al i in 
n i s a r t i c l e "Towards an I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of tiie Ku,g>jal 
Eiunire" i n J . R . A , o . of Great B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d , ho. 1 , 
197B, po ^ 3 . 
2 J .? . . A.S. , o p . c i t . , p . l+U. The author of Tar ik j i - i Alam-
Ara-1 'Abbasi, g ives a d e t a i l e d account of p o l i t i c a l c r T s i s 
af te ' r Shah Tahmasp' s d e j t h and before the acce s s ion of 
Shah Isma'il I I d e a l i n g with the execu t ion of le&uing nobles 
and a s s a s s i n t i o n of P r i n c e s . See A.A.k, , Vol. I , pp. 
192-212. Abul B'azl a l s o w r i t e s thaF~during h i s r i i ; n of 
one and a h a l f years Sh"ah I sma i l I I k i l l e d h i s b r o t i . e r s , 
o t h e r r e l a t i v e s and a l a r g e number of impor tan t nobles 
(A.I.o , Vol. I l l , pp. 590-92) . See a l so P.M. Syi.es, A 
h i s t o r y of P e r s i a , London, 19 l5 j Vol. I I , p . 2^4, \.L. r'c 
he ives e i g h t p r inces of the r o y a l blood and seventeen 
l e a d i n g nobles \ieve put to death or bJ inded by oh"h 
Isrii.-'Tl I I afti>r h i s access ion t o tiio th rone . 
s 
1:J o^xler t o avc i t i p'unLs.iments and p e r s e c u t j on. ^t IIJO-
. uac oi' t he c o u i t , a I t r g o nurrib^sr of l e a d i n g no lJuL of t n e 
•^•JI'-via cniidi'o n i i n a t e d fo liidiao Sorue of tiiem v e ^ t iri i^rc-
uuced i n the Ku^nai c o u r t by t h e i r ov/n I ' e l a t i o n s who v/ere 
ali 'cadj^ i n s e i ' V i c e . j(hwaja Q^jyasuddin A l i Q a z v i n i , v i s 
ni':i!iow . ' a ' a f a r bt-f, •jon of baaiuz/ .an.ar i , and the v e i l kxiOv;n 
!>ijza (ji^^as hog I ' t i m a d - u d Daula were p r o m i n e n t ^ a f r v i d 
o f f i c i : i L - wno can.L to I n d i a d u r i n g A k b a r ' s r e i g n u n ^ e r sucn 
1 _ 
•-• irei.L.r Lances . K n a n l a r Z i d f i q a r Kl_ian Qaran.anli a l c o escai'"'ri 
i i s l i f e Having re,-clied I n d i a t owards t he c l o s e of J o j . a n g i r ' s 
r e i g n . 
Some of t he I r a n i s came t o I n d i a unde r t h e gi'G\/ing 
r r e s : ui-c of Uzbek i n v a s i o n s on t h e b o r d e r p r o v i n c e s ^iid t u e 
§:ii 'avid s u b j u g a t i o n of n e i - e a i t a r y c i i i e f s u n a e r whom ^.ley wt.i-e 
s e r v i n g i n i m p o r t a i i t p o s i t i o n s „ Sa"Qiq Mui^ ianjri o i.nTn of 
i,ei-at be longed t o such a f an i i l y . His fu th i r MLU a^mi.,; d i^aqir 
was tiic v /az i r of Qara Khan 'Luri-jrian, t h e r u l e r of j j^ii j~s~n 
>.ij£n ^j-vZ rd^ian r e b e l l e d a g a i u s t Sh"ah Taijnasp and was e x p e l l e d 
B-:;'lir hiuTri f l e d from H e r a t and j o i n e d t h e s e r v i c e of i ,airai. . 
1 For de t a i l s see Afzal Husain's a r t i c l e Op.ci t . . 
pp. 170-71. 
2 L a h o r i , I ( a ) , p . 7 3 . 
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^ " i . L-lcii; \ \ i t l h ie son Gadiq MulianniLid Khan. Qasin. I-U-.-aniJ.'.ad 
Lhan a prondneiit c l f i c j a l of Mshapur had to forssLe rjis 
couiiTry under the p re s su re of Uzbek invas ion of L i s i a p u r , 
d. 
and he too jo ined Eairam IJ;]an's s e r v i c e . Tarsi3n Kuhaiui.ad 
Kiior, on hein^ expclJed from Gha r j i s t an by Shah T..n2r.csp in 
1 "^  •^ i^  f l ed to India and jo ined f i r s t Baii-arr' Khan in Q. naa^Tr 
nd a f t e r u i s overthrow jo ined Akhar. J a ' a f s r Khan Taklu . 
son cf Qar.zaq l_h~ri tne governor of h o r o t , \/as r l i o v i c t u 
of Inic i^ind. Af te r h is f a t h e r ' s iffi];rison/,:ent by oi"i 
I'anr.-asp in 1^6^ J a ' a f a r Khan escaped to India wuc i-e he was 
favoi.rably received by ^kbar . S i m i l a r l y , hakim Abul Fotn 
G i l f n i , son of Afcdur Razzaq the sadr of Gi lan , f l - d to 
India aIon£'; with h i s two b r o t h e r s hakim h.urnniam and ./ . i i i i 
huruddin a f t e r the imprisonment of Ahmad hrian "che r u l e : of 
Gilan uriuer wi.om t u o i r fathf r was s e r v i n g . In luo ia ti ey 
v/oi-c piven employment by Akbar j n 1^76. The two y lav^d 
l i o t i i o i 'S , h i r s a >iu2affar Husain and ha r z l Kustam, (-'I'^ ^at 
_ —^ — 
grandsons of Sh"ah I sma i l S a f a v i , a l £ o migrated to India tov/ard: 
the c l o s e of Akbar 's reign (See Chapter 6, Sec t ion V)o 
1 Sn'a^^nawaz Ktian, Ka 'a sir'-uJI Umara , cd. Maulavis .-il ' I'l 
Ia_;irri and Kirza Ashi-af 'Al i , EibT Ind. , 3 v o l s , , C a l c u t t a 
1 U C - 9 1 , Vol. 1 1 , pp. 72W-29"ThereaT:er c i t e d as M.b. }. 
2 I b . d . , Vol. I l l , pp. ^0-^2 . 
-^  rt-i_c., Vol. I , pp. ^ 7 1 - 7 S 
\ Ib id . , Vol. I , pp. ^_,07-KJ9. 
JO 
In Lddiuion io H'csc S{)eciflc tyops of imini; ai LS , 
. 1< f'c^ liUmboT- 03" I ra i i i^ can.i to India during: ti.e n i^ns of 
AkLar and Jah~ricii as advc n turcrs i n searc* of t)e^Jcr 
o r o r t i i i i t i e s knov/in^ t n a t t.^e Mugnal cour t was oocu LC 
t J i c n t c d i^uople, wl ..re by mcril, they might be able to 
acljiovc (^ i s l inc t uo. j t Jony and hi^h tTian;;abs in tne Cen t r a l 
GovLrjrj); vi. 
\;ii.tevei- rr.irnt have been the cause of a pniLiCvler 
^otsun i i j / i a t i n f from I r a n , h is previous s t tuc ajid 
f^X'^criince m I r an played an ii:.por"lant p a r t i n tne ion 
ciiiQ o f i i c e a s s i fned to hiiu in the Mughal iimpirt.. L i ly txiorc 
^'i.o ijud r e q u i s i t e exp'^^nence ana q u a l i f i c a t i o n s wei f ta^ en 
i n t o s c i v j c e . In t n i s sense tne Safavid Lmjjirc L . S t c 
-iave p^>ovj.ded a t ra in ing^ ground for ihe Mugnal bui c. uci "c>. 
I i e r e i r , therefoi -e , some t r u t h , along with hypei'bolf m 
\/i a t Chandra Lhan Li-anrtcn v / r l t e s : 
" o . . . i\nd s ince t h i s (Kuj^ial) empii e was ' ' cu 
wnti-e tne wisnes v/ere f u l f i l l e d a l a r g e nu&Lcr of 
i:en of sword and pen, he people of excel M iice ana 
i i a l i t y , l e a r n e d s cho la r s and p o e t s , s k i l l e d a r t i s a n s 
-.nd otnei- s k i l f u l persons from the c i t i e s of tne 
world l i t e Is tarnbol , Aleppo, iiigynt, S y r i a , i c S i a h , 
bag..dad, Haiadan, Snii-van, Surr.akhi, Gi lan , I azandian , 
i s r r aoad , (Litij;h, lurda*, Tabi ' iz , Ardab i l , 
v^ uji,, Sawaji, Kasiiari, 'leiii-an, Ya^d, Is fahai i , 
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Kirnian, Samrian, Damghan, Eustarr., Safczvnr, iMishapiir, 
Marv, Kashhad, Tus, T i s , ^a'in, Tun, I s f r a l n , Jairi, 
He ra t , Khav/af, Eakharz , S i s t a n , Farah, QandaLar, 
Balkh, Eadakhshan, Eukt iar i , Samarqand, Andijan, 
T i b b e t , Kashghar, and c o u n t r i e s of Tu rk i s t an and 
va r ious k inds of people of o t h e r c o i m t r i e s cme to 
t h i s g r e a t empire with g r e a t expec t a t i ons and a n t i -
c i p a t i o n s . They en te red i n t o the s e rv i ce of t h i s 
b o u n t i f u l kingdom which was an asylum for the people 
1 
of the wor ld . " 
There i s ample evidence to show t h a t persons of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l and b u r e a u c r a t i c s k i l l s were always i n dertjand 
2 
a t the Mughal c o u r t . 
1 Guldas ta , o p . c i t . , ff. 5(a) - 6 ( b ) . 
2 Fa thu l l ah S h i r a z i , the famous s c h o l a r and s c i e n t i s t , 
f i r s t c^ aroe to the Deccan from Shi raz a t the i n v i t a t i o n 
of the 'Adil Shah of B i j apur . L a t e r Akbar i n v i t e d him 
t o ^ h i s _ c o u r t . (A.N. , 1 1 1 , p . 391) . Mulla Shukru l l ah 
Shi i -az i , a l e a r n e d man of Sh i raz in tended to migra te 
to the Eeccan and reached S u r a t . There he was e n t e r -
t a i ned by ^bdur Rahiir. Khan-i Khanan v;ho h imse l f v;as a 
good scho la r and pa t ron of l e a r n i n g . He took the I lui la 
i n t o h i s s e r v i c e . La te r on Mulla Shukrul lah was appointed 
^ r z - i Kukarrar by Jah'angir (Lahor i , 1 ( a ) , pp. 2'^7-^b; 
1 ( b ) , p , 339; Gf. Z.Kh. , 11^, p . 255 where h i s narne i s 
wrongly_mentioned as Mulla_'Abdul Shakur) . Mir hul.iamraad 
Arriin, Mir Jumla S h a h r i s t a n i was v a z i r of Golkunda under 
Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah. When the Qutb Shah died Kir 
Jumla^ r e tu rned to Isfah'an. Where he was i l l - t r e a t e d by 
Shah "\bbas I . E v e n t u a l l y , in a l e t t e r to Jahanf i i ' ue 
exprf\ssed h i s e a r n e s t desij-e of j o i n i n g the Mu^^ial 
s e r v i c e . Jaha"ngir thereupon i n v i t e d him and apnoii i ted 
him i4 i r - i Saman (Lahor i , 1 ( a ) , p . 258; 1 ( b ) , p . 279) . 
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During the reign of Jahangir Iranis are found to 
have improved their position both in number and mansab^. 
1 
On the b a s i s of M. Athar A l i ' s l i s t s I nave coffifdled my 
o\/n t a b l e s which lj;)ve been appended a t the end of t i i i s 
c h a p t e r . The iriangabdars of J a h a n g i r ' s r e ign nave b'_en 
d iv ided i n t o two phases - v i z . (a) from 160^ to 1616 and 
(b) from 1617 to 1627. Each phase con ta ins two t a b l e s one 
shov/inp the numerical s t r e n g t h of d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l froups 
and the o the r t h e i r man^abs in the aggrega te . Mangrbdars 
ho ld ing the rank of 1000 z a t and above, who were a l i v e t i l l 
the tei-ffiination p o i n t of each phase have been taken i n t o 
account . Secondly, only the h i g h e s t ranks acqu i red by the 
man$abdars_ by the end of each phase iiave been c a l c u l u t c d , 
the preceding lower ranks being dropped. In Akbar's nobility 
druing 1^7^-1^95 out of 87 t o t a l mansabdars of 1000 zajb 
and above, t he re were 2^ I r a n i s (27 .^8^0 , 32 Turanic (^6.7&^), 
1^ Ind ian Muslims ( 1 6 . 0 9 ^ ) , ^h• Rajputs and Hindus (16.09^') , 
2 
and 3 persons wi th o r i g i n not t r a c e a b l e ( 3 . ^ ^ / " J ) . During the 
f i r s t piidse of J a h a n g i r ' s r e i g n (1605-1616) out of 131 t o t a l 
mansabdars of 1000 ^ a t and above the I r a n i s numbered 38(29',^) 
Turan i s 35 (26 . / ^O, Ind i an Muslims 15 (11.1+^), Ra jputs 25(19'/^) 
1 The Apparatus of _Empire - Awards of^  Ranks, 0f f 1 ces and 
T i t l e s to the M"ugha_l I^obi l i ty (T5?^--AA^8Tr~oru.?T,D"e"'l]Ti. 
1985"J p p . T l - 9 0 (here 'a f te r see Appa'ratipT» 
2 See I q t i d a r Alam Khan's a r t i c l e o p . c i t . , p . 3 ^ . 
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and i m i d e u t i f i e d 6('4,5/^). This shov/s t u b t under T^ u ai.glr 
the number of Turanis dec l ined from 36.7/" to 26.7/^, v/hile 
I r a n i s inc reased marg ina l ly from 27. p^ , to 29" .^. Dui-ing 
the second phase of J a h a n g i r ' s r e i g n (1617-1627) I r a n i s 
f u r t h e r improved t h e i r p o s i t i o n as they numbered hQ out of 
ll+3 t o t a l number of rnan$abdars_ of 1000 gajb and above, thus 
account ing for 3 3 . : ^ of tne t o t a l n o b i l i t y . The T u r a n i s , 
receded f u r t h e r , numbering only 27 or 18.8^ of the t o t a l . 
A s i m i l a r p i c t u r e emerges from a study of the t o t a l 
mangabs held by the va r ious r a c i a l groups. The mangab 
s t a t i s t i c s for 160^ ( a t the death of Akbar) have been 
1 
compiled by Afzal h u s a i n and f o r the two phases of J a u a n g i r ' s 
2 
r e i g n by me. Afzal Husain has inc luded mangabdars of [^ 00 ^ a t 
and above while I have confined myself to mangabdars of 
1000 a a t and above. Thus i t appears t h a t a t the death of 
Akbar out of t o t a l known mangabs of 1,87,000 z a t and 'L ,950 
sawar, Turanis he ld 76,800 z a t and 19,'+00 sawar, r e s p e c t i v e l y 
k^'i and M-3.7^ of the t o t a l . The I r a n i s held 3^,200 gSt and 
11,700 sawar or 18^ and 26/o of the t o t a l . I t a l s o a^ocars 
t h a t the share of I r a n i s i n the t o t a l ranlis durin[^ tue l a t e r 
years of Akbar ' s r e i g n was even lower ti.an t h a t of l i e ha jpu t s 
who iield 1+1,200 g a t (P2;') and lU,6^0 sawar (33?0. Ind ian 
Muslims he ld j u s t 7, of the t o t a l ( s a t ) r a n i : . ConDiienting on 
1 "The P o s i t i o n of R a c i a l Groups In the Mughal h o b i l i t y 
1605-1613", i n b . P . H i s t o r i c a l Review, Vo l .2 ,ho .1 ,1983, 
Table-B, p . 23 . 
2 See Appendix B Tables 1-2. 
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his tables Afzal Husain says tha t the I ran is tended to be 
ii.ore numerous in minor ranks , whereas out of 32 Tur.'ni 
nobles , 28 nobles held ranks of 1000 zat and above and among 
1 
those six held ranks of ^000 5at and above. 
However, a s ign i f i can t change occxirs during the 
reign of Jahangir. By the end of the f i r s t phase (1616) 
out of t o t a l ranks of 3,56,900 gat and 2,07,330 sawar, the 
I r an i s held 1,09,700 zat and 68,200 sawar, respect ively 
30.?^{ and 32.B .^^  of the t o t a l . The Turanis held 9^,000 2a_t 
and ^7,130 sawar or 26.3fo and 22.7^; of the t o t a l . Thus 
the Turanis ' share in the t o t a l ranks sharply declined, 
wiiile t na t of the I r an i s rose dramatically and now exceeded 
tiiat of the Turanis. The Rajputs also l o s t considerably, 
since they now held 19«3^- of za t and 17.1/' of sa\Jar ranl^s 
while Indian Muslims gained an increase from j u s t 7, of tne 
t o t a l s a t during Akbar's l a t e r years to 13.1/^ of ^a t and 
16.9^' of sav/ar of the t o t a l ranks in 1616. In con t ra s t to 
Akbar's time Jahangi r ' s reign saw a pre-eminence of the 
I r an i s in the highest ranks. Out of 38 I ran is of 1000 zat 
and above a t l e a s t nine belonged to the category of O^OO 
gat and above while there were seven Turanis in the sauje 
1 See Afzal Hus'iin's a r t i c l e in U.P.h.H., o p . c i t . , p. 2U-. 
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category. In the second phase the number of Turani^' in 
tha t category declined to f ive , while that of the I ran i s 
increased to eleven. 
By the close of Jahangir ' s reign the I ran i s are 
thus found to have considerably exceeded the Turanis both 
in numerical s t rength within the n o b i l i t y , as well as in 
terms of mangabs held. Out of t o t a l ranks of 3,'+':j900 zat 
and 2,M,^S0 sawar, the I ran is held 1,28,000 zat (37^0 and 
1,08,000 sawar ihk.7%) while Turanis held 67,000 gat (19.3"') 
and khjO^.O sawar ranks (18.2^0. 
An analysis of r a c i a l composition of cen t ra l 
minis ters and provincial governors i s also of some i n t e r e s t . 
The s t a t i s t i c s for the same have been taken from Afzal i^usain's 
1 2 
papers and M, Athar A l l ' s l i s t s . 
1 For Central Ministers see "The Posi t ion of Racial 
Groups in the Mu£,hal Mobility" in U.P.H.R. , o p . c i t . , 
p . 26; and for governors see "Provincial Governors 
Under Akbar (1^80-160^)", in P . I .H.G. , 32nd SesLion, 
Jabalpur, 1970, pp. 269-277. 
2 Apparatus, o p . c i t . Tables 1-2, ^-^ j pp. xxvi i -xxix , 
xxxlj-xxxvi. 
Central Mimstcrs Under Akbar 
IS 
Office Iranis Turanis lnd.ML.slin.s RajprilG Un- Total 
CDGCi 
ly-i^d^ 
V.ai\ i l 2 
V/azlr/ ri 
Divgn ' 
Lir Balui-i'i & 
2 
3 2 
7 
10 
15 
$adr-us-
9udur ^ • 
Cent ra lMinis te rs Under Jahargir 
Cffice Iranis Turanis Indian Min l^iuis Total 
Wakil h h 
"i-/azir/Di'wdn \ 
Mir BakjiSlii 5 
hir Sa'man 3 
$adr-us-
Sudur 1 
7 
3 
17 
Piov:liicial Gov'^rnors bnder Al'b-.r A n d J u ."x.: i? 
Per iod To ta l I r a n i s Turaiiis Ai'gljuns Ind. ' .5j LLJ Lnspe-
Ko. of Kus- & c i f j ed 
Appoint- liiiis ..iiic:uc. 
ffif n t s . 
Al±ar ^9 l''^  17 
160% 
J^ iSr^ ' i r 61 -3 1t 3 13 
1 60' -
^ .',r"7. 
6 7 
I t ic in fe rcd from t h t s c t a b l e s ^i.at . .b . r d: ew h i s 
r i i inis ters from almost a ] l s e c t i o n s of the nob i J j t ; , . l : a i u s , 
•jui 'aiiis, Indian Muslims and b i n d u s . Except for the oi i ice of 
wakid, w ere out cS S'^ven i n c u n l e r a s only two wei'e i r T i U 
and reuu'injr.;; f i \ e v;erc l U r a n i s , i n o tne r cenLi'al o f l i c e s 
t ae lra"riis cvc f3ii-l> wel] r e p r e s e n t e d i:aider AkL-.r. Under 
JarTiifiv novever, the coinplcxion chancer e n t i r e l y in tl ^ i r 
favour : Ain h i s four wab.lls were I r a n i s , so were a l l i.is 
four dlv/anc, excep t for Jan Bep V.azir-ul Fudk (a " " r f n i ) vjnc 
, .eld t i e of ice j o i n t l y for b a r e l y one ye;.j' a^ the beginning 
of the r c i r n . As ref.ait 's the Mir E a k h s n i s , wi th the except ion 
of S-jCjikn Far id Bukhcri ( Ind ian l u s l i r n ) . a n a Jjln Eer ,a2:ii--ul 
Ku-lk ( iv i -a i i i ; , who he] d the ofi ' icc for very s h o r t p c r i c d o , 
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a l l his Kir Bakhsl.is were I r a n i s , and GO v/cre a l l Lis 
I-iii' Samans. The office of ^adr-us gudur, was a sei-i-
tijeolo£ical o f f ice , and so Sunnis were preferred. J ci-i 
alone were the I r a n i s , beinj,, Shi^s, spariri[^:ly appointed. 
Inder AKbar two I r an i s neld office as gadrs for about nine 
years; imaer his •x")n only one I r an i held this office 
1 
_urine Llie l a s t three yeL.rs of Jahaii£ir 's reign. Except 
for the office of gadr, tnen, the I ran is tended to 
luonopolicc cen t ra l of f ices . This trend appears to have 
continued during the reigns of Sh'ahjahan and Aurangzeb. 
During Akbar's reign (for only a par t of i,is reign 
1^ 8 0-160^) a l l the four major rac ia l groups supplied 
provincia l governors in a f a i r l y balanced r.ianner. 'ii'e 
I r an i s appear to have been t rea ted a t par with L 'urr i is , and 
the Rajputs with Indian Muslims. Out of -^9 t o t a l ii-cuiibun-cs 
(excluding Princes) known to have been appointed as 
govc^rnors of various subas, the I r an i s nuir^bered 16 end 
Turanis 17, Indian Kuslirns s i x , and Rajputs seven, but 
during Jahangij^'s reign both I r an i s and Indian Muslims 
appear to have cornered most appointments. Qui- table shows 
1 Also sec Apparatus , p. xxij . 
2 Sc. Chapter 5. 
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iliot out of 61 persons (excl^.ding princes) known to Lave 
been appointed governors of various provinces 23 were 
I r an i s against M Turanis and 13 Indian >aislims, v/hile 
the number of Rajputs f e l l to th ree . 
These inferences are a lso borne out by contemporary 
1 
recc]-ds. They sui r e s t tha t Jahangir extended special 
favours to I ran is and Indian Muslims while the TiJrni i s rnd 
Rajputs f e l t they were being thrown into the bacL^i'ound. 
'.jilJiair, Hawiiins (16^9-11) and l\liii]atul.lah (.161^) also d-^ aw 
- - 2 
s luilar concluxions a t l e a s t in respect of the Rajputs. 
The r i se of the I ran i s during the re ign of Jahaxigir i s 
a t t r i bu t ab l e to his policy of not placing absolute 3^eli. liCe 
on the old (Akbar Shahi; nobi l i ty pa r t i cu l a r l y when khasrau 
nad rebel led soon a f te r his accession. He strove to 
promote a new (Jahangir Shahi) n o b i l i t y in whom ne covdd 
nave complete confidence to counter the old n o b i l i t y . 
1 >.irza Aziz Koka' s pe t i t i on in Ar?dasht-ha~i Kuzai'far, 
iol«o HS. Add. 16£^9, ff. 19a-b. In hisJarzdasTit 'Tpe'tl-
t ion) to Jahangir , dated 1613, MirzS 'Aziz Koka \ii-jzes: 
"His Majesty Akbar, during the f i f t y years of nis re ign, 
incre sed the niMiber of Chaghatais (Turanis) and Rajputs 
for these people are not s e d i t i o u s . (But) Your Majesty 
nas destroyed both these groups and have entrvst'Jd your 
en t i r e business to Khurasanis ( I r an i s ) and Shaii.hzadas 
(Indian Muslims) v/ho know nothing except hypocrie;- and 
s ed i t i on . " See also Anonymous (probably P e l s a e i ^ ; , A_ 
Contemporary Dutch Curonicle of Mughal India , t r . E r i j 
Karain and S.K. Sh^rma, Ca lcu t t a , T93J7, pp. 92-3. 
2 £arly Travels in India (1583-1619) > ed. W. i^ 'os t r , 
Lonaon, 1927, pp". 1 06-lt)7r Tgrikl^-i Ljian Jahani , cd. S.M. 
Imam Al-Din, Decca, I960, Vol. I I , ~np. 1+97-9S. 
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Jaii"r.£;Ir ai)pec'3rs tc hove recru i ted to higher ranks nis 
pcr.-onal servants , fandly friends and tnose v;ho stood 
i.'itl-' '.in, a t c ruc ia l mofi'onts of r.is career , H fcv; nobles 
were ,i ov/over, ra ised to nig'nei- ranKs on p o l i t i c a l consi-
devrjLions. Some of the Aktari nobles, v;ho sidec w'ii.h uin. 
a t the Linic of the accession c r i s i s , were also promoted; 
though Liieir promotions were ra the r rrodest. Jahangir ' s 
ovm ren.orks rnaae a t the time of promoting tnese nobics 
clfjaily indicate tiiat subs tan t ia l p] emotions were i LYCU 
^Ti'iijarily on the basis of personal loya l ty . To tuis may 
be re la ted his re l iance upon the family of Itimadud-D iula 
and i\ur Jahan, on wnose members he conferred high ^ arn.s 
and of f ices . There i s hardly any reference to suj^fcst tl at 
favours were shov/n to a pa r t i cu l a r noble on the bas is of 
:.is r a c i a l s ta tus or tha t the Emueror was sympathetic 
1 
towards a pa r t i cu la r group of nobles. 
I t may be noted that a f t e r his ac'cession Jah'i.f i r 
retained most of tne old Akbari nobles in his service and 
rcctored ti^eir previous pos i t ions . In the eleventi a i t i c l e 
of h is twelve regulat ions issued a f te r his accession he 
dec la res , "I gave a general order tha t the rank and Jagir 
1 See Afzal Huscin's a r t i c l e 'Elements of Continviu\ and 
S t a b i l i t y in the Mupnal nob i l i ty bnaer ^kbar and ja lamir ' , 
in Suudies in his lory, Vol. I I , ko» 2, July-Dec \ i c r , 
-196^, pp. 30-31. ' 
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held by ray f a the r ' s servants w i l l remain unchanged.'' li^lsc-
wherc he adds, "I l e f t a l l tho^e who were in posses, ion of 
posts both inside and outside in the posi t ion which they 
1 
had with my fa the r . " Yet in pract ice the older nob i l i ty 
was divested of much of i t s inf luence. Although Mirza Aziz 
Koka and Man Singh wer^  re ta ined in se rv ice , they l o s t the 
unique posi t ion which they had enjoyed under Akbar. Thus 
v/hen the rapid promotions were given to ce r t a in nobles or 
the families of nobles (mainly Tra"nis and Shaikhzadas) the 
resentment among the old nob i l i ty was inev i t ab le . Hence 
the al3egation of Aziz Koka regarding Jahangi r ' s a t t i t u d e 
tov;ards the four leading r a c i a l groups. After a close 
scru t iny of Aziz Koka's arzdasht in the l i g h t of the events 
surroimding the accession of Jahangir , Afzal Husain . r : i v e s 
a t the conclusion tha t Aziz Koka's complaint was actiLilly 
directed against the Emperor's apathy tov.'ards the o] d Akbari 
nobles and undue favouj-s shovm to a pa r t i cu la r group of 
nobles (which included som.e Txira'nis as v/ell as Rajputs) . 
According to him v/hen Aziz Koka s t a t e s tha t Turanic and 
Rajputs wore destroyed, he apparently has in mind thc-
< -
i s o l a t i o n of the Atkas (to which Aziz Koka belongea; end 
the House of Amber (to which llan Singh belonged). Sxuilorly 
1 Tuzuk, pp. >+-5, 7. 
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\.'neri he a l l cgos t iui t the Empci'or haa ei i t rusicd ru e n t i r e 
LUSL1/"'S: 311 tne u jiidy of lvl.iui'IisaniL ( I rd i i i s ) and OUCIK-LJ-
i:uaas nc sccUiS to nave uud in nic mind faLil;y of 1 ' i i j ju-
L'l. : -uLa v.hicli riaa bocotiie vci> rov/erful iu.iueaiatel^ a f t e r 
_ _ 1 
Lie li.arriage of i^ur Jahan v/ith JaLangi r is welj as i.ifcu/oeis 
_ 2 
of SaljLi C i i i s l t i ' s fari,ily to which Jahang i r v.as p a x t i c u l a r -
3 
l y a t tacl icd owing to the c i rcumstances of iiis ov;n b i r t n . 
1 I r f a n i .abib, 'The i^'armly of Nur Jahan During jahCngi r 'L 
1 e i m - A P o l i t i c a l Study' , Medieval India-A M s c e l l a i j y , 
Volt I , 1969, pp. 7^-95. 
2 S> e Afzal . lusa in , 'The Family of ShaiKh Sail:., (r _a \.z 
lAij'Jiig tue Iteigri of J a n a i j g i r ' , Mediuva L India -_ ii_ 
1 x s c ] l any , Vol. iJ., pp. 61-69. 
3 Afr-al f u s a i n ' s a r t i c l e i n b . P . E . F . , O p . c i t . , p . 2C-. 
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CHAPTER - TWO 
IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER SHAHJAIiAN. 
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CHAPTEF. TWO 
IMMIGMTIOK FROM IRAN WWER SHAHJAHAK 
We have seen tha t at. the close of Jahangir ' s reign 
the I r an i s forraed a very ItnporLant element in the nob i l i t y , 
and t h i s element was constantly replenished by imndL'ration. 
Such imuiigration continued during the reign of Shahjahan. 
An attempt i s made to analyse the character of the i r emigra 
t i o n , the type of iirinii g rants , t he i r s t a tus in the i r home-
land before migration to India and t h e i r s ta tus in India 
a f te r the i r a r r i v a l . 
A l i s t of immici-ants i s given in the Appendix to 
tliiii Chapter based on the major sources of Shahjahan's 
r e ign . In the t ex t below the numbers within brackets a f te r 
each name refer to the s e r i a l niiinbers given in the Appendix. 
F i r s t of a l l we find tha t the Iranians coming 
d i r e c t from Iran came in search of adminis trat ive eriiployment 
and many of these were forced to leave the country by the 
growing p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y a f t e r the death of Shah 'Abbas 1. 
Some of them belonged to the families of high repute and 
eiijinence whose members had been in the service of Safavid 
r u l e r s with important pos i t ions . Others were themselves 
holding high offices in Iran before coming to Inciia. Secondly 
a considerable nuiiiber of schola rs , poe t s , s c i e n t i s t s and 
2H 
pLyGicians came to India during the period. In addition 
to these two categories a nuKber of important, Iranian 
inu.it rants who nad been serving in the Deccani Kingdori;s 
also joined the Mughal service during this period. 
As regards the persons of rank, our list shov/s that 
many of the inimlgrants or their ancestors held important 
offices under their previous masters in I^an or in the 
Deccan, before joining Kughal service. The most important 
of these were Rustam Khan (Muqarrab Khan), Qizilbash Khan 
(I'timad Khan). Mir Muhammad Sa'id Mir Jumla and his son 
1 _ 
Mir Muliaminad Amin amongst the Deccani nobles. Rustan, Khan 
(Muqarrab Khan) and Qizilbash Khan (I'timad Khan) were both 
generals of Nizam Shahi and Adil Shahi Kingdoms respective-
ly. Muqarrab Khan, previously the chief sv/ordsman (Mir-i-
Shamshir) and a general (Sar-i Lashkar), was appointed as 
comn,ander-in-chief vice Fath Khan the son of Malik Amber, 
when Fath Khan was imprisoned by Nizam Sh'ah. But after 
some time he was released and restored to his office of 
comii.ander-in-chief and Muqarrab _Khan was removed from the 
office. Thereupon the latter with a large niomber of his 
officers and supporters joined Mughal service. He was av/arded 
1. See Appendix(Nos. ^,6,70 and ?1j. 
2:J 
the rani- of 5000/^000 and the insignia of Mahi Maratlh. 
Subsequently he was appointed gubedar of Kabul and 
1 
promoted to the rank of 6000/6000 (^000x2-3h). Qik^ ilbash 
Lhan Afsuiir belonged to an aristocratic family of Iran, 
his father and grandfather had been governor of Erivon and 
2 
\LiZlx of Iran respectively. Qizilbash K^ ian had mlfioLed 
to the Deccan and was appointed a general by Ibrlhini Adil 
Shah of Bijapur. In 1632 he joined Mughal service and was 
appointed Thanadar of Pathri and awarded the rank of 2000/ 
10UO. After some time he was promoted to 3OOO/3OOO 
3 
(^ 00 X 2-3h) and appointed Qil*adar of Ahmadnagar. Fis sons 
and sons-in-law were also given suitable ranks and offices 
_ h 
by Shahjahan. 
Amongst the direct Iranian immigrants the best 
known was 'AII Kardan Khan Zig, a Kurd by origin. His father 
Ganj All Kljan Zig was a confidential officer of Shah AbbTis I 
who called him Arjumand Babai and appointed him governor of 
Kirmin and Qandahar. After his father's death Ali 1 aroan jvhan 
1. Lahori, Vol. 1(a), pp. 37^-79, 39^) ^08. 
2. Ibid. , f. hh^, 
3. Ibid., p. 537; Vol. K b ) , pp. 35, 2^9, Vol. II, op. 176, 
i+TTTlllJ, III, b5-87. 
1+. ^ ee Appendix(Wos. 7, 8, 9, 10, U-9 and 66). 
30 
was aDoointed governor of Qandahar and was c a l l e d Booa-i--
_ 1 
Sanl by the Shah. V/hon he v;as ch i rged v;ith s e r i o u s offences 
Dv Shnh Saf i he vn6e over the f o r t of Qandater to "hanjahan 
i n 163£ and came to Ind i a where he v;as awarded t h e rank 
2 
of 6000/^000 and the t i t l e s of Amir-ul Umora^and Yar - i wafadar. 
lie was i l so atioointed gubedor of Kashmir and subscdUfniLly of 
~ " 3 
Lahore and Kabul; h i s ranlt was r a i s e d to 7000/7000 (tOOOX2-3i). 
i l is sons - in - l aw Husain Eeg Kha'n Zig and Al l Eeg S u l t a n v/ere 
k 
a l s o e n t r u s t e d v;ith impor tan t a s s i rn raen t s . Husnin Du'^ , iviian v/as 
f i i s t a\;-irded the xank of lOOO/'+OO; t h i s was subsj- inently 
r a i s j d to 1,;>00/lOOO. Shahjahan subsequent ly gavo M L . an 
independent charge and appointed hin, Akhtabcgi (masLjr of 
h o r s e ) , an assignment v;hich v/as usu ; ' l ly *^iven to a v^ry 
t r u s t w o r t h y man. In 1 6^ +6 he was given i n a d d i t i o n L e cfx'ice 
t -
of Tuzuk and i n 16^ +9 he v;as ruade ^ubod^r of Kasi.i..ir. Al l B 
-^ C 
v;as a j , jo inted deputy subedar of Kashmir and av;ardcd the rank 
of 2000 z a t . Other sons of Al i Mardan Khan were awarded 
1. k,k.k, , Vol. 2 , p . 10^1. Also see Chapter 6 Sec i io i . I I . 
2 . I ^ h o r i , Vol. I I , pp. 92, 123-26, 222-23; Sadia I ^an , 
T!TrilLLT-i Shahjahan, hS. Br.M. OR No. 1 6 7 1 , ' f f . ^ 9 ( b ) ^'O(a), 
53(a")', 56TaT"Trorograph in the Departrjient of L i J o o r y , 
A l i g a r h ) , ( h e r e a f t r c i t e d as Sadiq Lhan). 
3 . I b i '• See Appendix (NO. 19^. 
h. See Appendix (lios. 20 and 21). 
I. Laho r i , Vol. I I , pp. 1^1,1+12,^31, ^92 ; Muham;..ad w ' r i s , 
Bads hah Mama (Transcr ibed copy Kos. &6, o7 i n the ijopartn.ent 
of HiSoory, p . 36 ( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d as War i s ) . 
6o Lahci-i, Vol. IL , ,;p. 100, 13O; Sadiq IQjan, f. ' . 9 ( b ; . 
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niansabs, bu t appear to have served i n company v/ith i-.-'^ir 
f a t h e r . KurGhid Qiali Khan who came i n the t r a i n of Al i 
Lardan Khan came to acqu i re cons ide rab l e fame i n the Deccan. 
2 
He wcs f i r s t appoin ted Diwan of the Panjab and 1-jiiL^an, l a t e r 
he V7as given the ciiarge of Mir - i A t i s h , e l ephan t s t a b l e , 
f au j j JV i of the foo t h i l l s of Kangrah and was a l so appointed 
'"-3 
A ^ t a b e g i . Kursnid ^ u l i Knin was w e l l versed in revenue 
ma tue r s . He was t h e r e f o r e , -jppointed di;;an of Balagh" I and 
Payanghat i n the Deccan, during Aurangzeb 's second Vice roya l ty 
and was r n i s e d to the rank of 1^00/1000. During h i s terra of 
o f f i c e i n the Deccan, hui'Shid Quli Kh'an rendered v : ; lu :b le 
se .v i c eo in the a IministrT t ion of revenue by a ne\; code of 
r e g u l a t i o n s . 
The t a b l e a l s o sug; c s t s t h a t c i v i l or m i l i t a r y 
expe r i ence of a person were o f ten cons ide red more impor tan t 
Uian h i s family bacKgiound. A number of persons \/Ko i ad 
1. See Appendix (iJos. 22 , 2 3 , 2h and 2^). 
2 , Lahoi ' i , Volo I I , pp. 23O, 33I . He was not ap^oiriLid 
gubedar of the Panjab as sugges ted by Bever idge . Cf. k . t . 
t r . (Re"print) , New Delhi 1979, Vol. 2 , p . 30^-. 
3c L a h o r i , Vol. I I , pp. 362, h7^', War is , pp. 192, 323. 
h, K a r i s , pp. 192, ^ 3 ^ , 307-308, 323; a l s o see App.ndl::CKo.27;. 
^. For d e t a i l s of Murshid Quli Khan's revenue reforms in the 
Deccan see Muhammad Ha shim KJaafi Khan, Mimtaliljc_b_-j-d Lubajb, 
ed. ivabiruddin Ahmad and Ghulam Qadir , Bib . Ind . jC'ilc'utta 
I86L-7O, Vol. I , ' p p . 732-3^ ( h e r e a f t e r see K.K.J 
v c 
a r i s l u c r n i i c background (and whose a n c e s t o r s havinc been 
V.a^lTT, ^ a d r s , and govc] nors of p rov inces i n I r a n ) , whi le 
they themselves did no t have any adminis t i -a t ive e x p e r i e n c e , 
v/ere not given high ranks and o f f i c e s . They were awarded 
g e n e r a l l y a k h i l ' a t , a h o r s e , or an in a^m of some cons ide rab l e 
1 " 
amount. Muharrjiiad J a ' f a r (No. 39) whose f a t h e r - i n - l a v ; Saru 
Taqi was wazir of Shah Abbas 1 and Mir Muhamiiiad Hadi (No.^0) 
whose f a t h e r Mir P a f i ' was a son- in - law of the Shah and Sadr 
of Ir"an were awarded merely an in'aro of Rs . 2000 / - and 
Rs . 1000 / - r e s p e c t i v e l y on t h e i r a r r j v a l i n I n d i a , the l a t t e r 
hov/evcr was subsequent ly appointed to the pos t of foujdar of 
/ - ^ " " • " • ' 
Majhwa. Abdal Beg (No. 6^), son of Qaiandar Sultan the 
governor of Jam and Firoz (No. h7) and Nia'matullah(IJo. ^ -8) 
the sons of the governor of Ormuz were also awarded Ks.^000/-
3 
as in'am. None of them was given any important office through 
out the reign of Shah Jahan, 
On the other hand, actual experience was given due 
recognition. Besides l^ hil^ a ts, in'ams, horses etc., such 
immigrants were also given ranks. All Akbar Bazargan (Nc^ +I ) 
1. Sec Appendix (NOS. 39, 1+2, ^ -7, hQ and ^ OJ. 
2. Lahori, Vol. II, p. ^ -72; karis, pp. 58, 63, 309. 
3. Ibid., p. 506; Ibid., pp. 35-36. 
h. See Appendix(Nos. 39, ^ 7, U8 and 5OJ, 
.^ Ibid., (NOS. h^ , U^, 58, 62, 63^. 
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was a merchant by profession and had settled with his father 
Haji Miohamrnod Kamal of Isfahan in Surat during Jahlngir's 
rejgn. On account of his long experience of dealings with 
Kufhal officials at Surat, Shahjahan appointed hin. governor 
1 
of Surat and Khanbayat and awarded him the rank of 5OO/IOO. 
Muhan.mad Muhsin Kirrnani (No. ^ ^ ) , who bad some military 
experience having "been an employee of Jani jQian, the 
Qurchibashi (Commander of armoured cavaliers), wcs awarded 
2 
a rank and In'am of Rs. 6000/- on his arrival at Mug_hal court. 
Imam Quli Shamlu (No. ^8) and Kuhammad Amin Shamlu (IJO. 63) 
who were Yuzbashis (comm.ander of one hundred soldiers; and 
Muhammad Ibrahim (Ko. 62) son of Muhammad Tahir Isfahani, 
who had been wazir of Auqaf in Isfahan, were awarded ranlis, 
3 
khil'ats and in'ams. 
SaiyJdS of noble descent were received with great 
respect and awarded ranks and offices of importance. Mir 
Mahmud (No. 35) a Saiyid of Isfahan was awarded the rank 
of ^00/50 and appointed Darogha of branding; later on he was 
c 
promoted to the o f f i c e of B a ^ s h i and Waqi'a nawis of Ahmadabad. 
1 . L a h o r i , Vol. I I , pp. 606-60?. 
2 . I b i d . , pp. 60'+-605, 679. 
3 . Waris , pp. 182, 28^ , 3 I 3 , 23^-, 213 , 215, 272. 
k. See Appendix(NOS. 35 , I+3, 68; . 
t. L a h o r i , Vol. I I , pp . lf06, 501 , Waris , pp. 2U., 360; 
Muhammad Sa l ih Kambo, 'Amal-i Salil:;!, ed, Ghulam Yai:uani, 
B ib . I n d . ' C a l c u t t a , 19 39, Vol. " i l l , p . ^69-
.74 
The w,L oiib". L.-Tiifiinj- f i gu re was I.ii'za Fjuljom/n'id (Lo. ^ 3 ) j 
sen of 1 i r l a d i ^asl . l iadi . He v/as a S a i y i d of I.ashliod 
nnci h i s i^nccs uors i ad t s o n guardians of the holy sh r lno 
of Iii::~i, i>i 3a. On h i s a r r i v a l he v/os given a rani: of 1300/ 
^00 vhich \/as :^u'b3oqucntly inc reased to 2000/1 000, he -ras 
1 
a l s o a^oointed fau jd"r and i£X,-yi'^ -^21 '-'^ i>iOndcor. 
In the ca tegory of s c h o l a r s , phys i c i ans and poe^s, 
w'ho \J I'c given var ied i-anks, o f f i ce s and o the r av/ards, 
i..onbioii 1 y be !..ode of i-iulla Alaul Miilk Tuni (Lo.12),Y '.-ii. 
D'ad "'; oarrub Kh"n (ho. 33) and Kulla S l i a f i ' a i Yazdi 
rTini, _• 1 nd Kjrion (No. ^ 7 ) . 
I u l l a Al"aul ' iilh was a nia Lnenu. uic Laii and ae bi'ono. icr. 
T'e \:a'3 a joo in teo 1 i r - i Saniqri and a f t u i v a r d s the ^^il'Qdar; of 
a^i-ii. e v/as fii-s b a\/ai-ded the i-ank of ^00/^0 end v;as 
r-M in ly ,)"0!.iuted Lo tl i ' i t of 3*^00/600, -ind v/as granted J ie 
_ ) 
u i t l e of F~z i l £J_ian. Ilakiffl Daud l a q a r r u b Lhan (ho. 33) ^''es 
ch ie f li^sicLan under Sh"ah 'Abbas I . But having got fed uc 
\.'i"ch the f a t a l i n t r i q u e s of h i s enemies and perpecua l i l l -
ti'C" iv cn t from Sh"Sh Saf i and h i s successo r Shi.h Abbas I J , 
he S' u !.t refuge i / i th the Mughal c o u r t i/here he -./as i.o.iovi^^d 
v/itji Lie rnan^ab of 1^00/200 and made i m p e r i a l phy£ic_an by 
1. L ~ : o i - i , I ] , pp. ^09, 536; Waris , pp. 63 ,68 , 126, 13^ ; 
S" i iq Khan, f. 6 3 ( ' 0 ; Z^.Kh. Vol. I l l , pp. 100-131. 
2 . See Appendix(hos. 3 , ^ ,1 2,1 3,1 5,31 ,33,3^f,^l+,!}7,60,70,73, 
3 . L a l o r i , I I , pp. 310, ^22 , H91-92, 7^^; V. i r is , pp. 2 . 1 ^ , 
5C,127,2^-0,273,292; M.U. , Vol. I l l , pp . 52V-3O. 
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by Slioli Jahan. Subsequently through rapid promotions he was 
1 
raxsed to the rank of ^ |000/1000. Miolla Shafi'a-i Yazdi who 
was : ivcn the title of D"anishmand nhan, v;as a learned scr.olar 
of Iran, '.vhen he came to the noulco of Sh'ah Jdhan, he v/as 
a\/ardcd the rank of 1 OOO/l 00 and subsequently promoted to 
2 
that of 3000/600, He is known to us also through Bernier, 
who was employed by him during his sojourn at Delhi, and from 
3 
\/hom he v/ished to learn of European sciences. 
Similarly, Hakim Fath Ullah of Shiraz (No.13), who 
belonged to a very reputed family of physicians in Iran and 
v;as the personal physician of Imam Quli Khan the governor of 
Fars, enjoyed high rank and imperial favour, along with his 
kinsmen. 
At the end of this survey a few genoi-al features 
emerges. Firstly, the immigration from Iran was generally of 
individuals and not of whole families or establishments 
(retainers, etc.), the only exception being offered by Ali 
Mardan Khan v/ho came along with his family and a large nuiriber 
of companions and officers. Some of the immigrants 
caiic at the instance of relatives already settled 
cr 
in India. hirza Najaf Ali ( Ko.U-9 ) is reported to 
1. Laiiori,II,pp. 367-68,399,1.0^,627,679,7^6; Waris,pp.6, 
126-127, 198, 2^7; §alih, II, pp. »+02-lf18. 
2o Waris, pp.17%19^,206,289,306; Salin,III,p.^56; K.U.,Ii, 
30-32. ' ' 
3. Eernier, op.ci_t. , p, k and note. 
ho Liiiori,Kb),p.3^'0;II,pp.^,336-7,4-0^,^22; Waris,255,306; 
Salih, III,p. ^ -71 . 
5. iiakiffl Muhammad Muqim came to India on the invitation of 
his elder brother,Ilakim Shamsa_^  who was then in the service 
of the Golkunda Kingdom, See V/aris, p. 357* 
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have ar]-ived i n I n d i a a l i L i l e before h i s f a t h e r ' s death i n 
1 
16^8; the f a t h e r Qiz i lbash Khan Afshar (No. 6) bein^' a l ready 
i n s e r v i c e , Muhammad Ibrahim (No. 60) v;ho migrated to India 
i n 1652 to seek employment i n the Mughal Empire was the 
2 
nephew (sister's son) of Hakim Daud Taqarrub Khan^ Similarly, 
Hakim Salih (No. M-), brother of Hakim Fathullah Shirazi and 
Kirza Muhammad (No. ^3), son of Mir Badi ^^ ashl:ladi came to 
India in 1637 and 16*4 6 respectively presumably because their 
relatives were well established in India. It thus sccmiS 
that the influjc of Iranis in the Mughal services v;as in large 
part a continuation of family immigration that had already 
begim much earlier. 
The Irani immigrants v/ho came from the Deccan were 
almost invariably those who had carved out political careers 
in the Deccan Sultanates; and when they joined Murhal service, 
they came along with their families and large retinue v/hich 
they had gathered there. 
Though it is true that the Iranian immigrants were 
by and large of aristocratic extrection, it appears tnat the 
Mughals made a distinction between those who came wiLh some 
administrative background and experience in civil and political 
1. M.U. , III, pp. 86-87. 
2 . Waris , p . 198. Taqarrub Khan j o i n e d Mughal s e r v i c e i n 16W^+ 
and m 1653 he was holding the mansab of 3 ,^00/1000. See 
Appendix(No. 33; . 
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matters, and those without it. Our evidence succcsts 
clearly that the former were generally awarded higher ranks 
1 
and offices. 
Another distinctive feature of the immigration 
during the reign of Shahjahan is that we do not come across 
a single instance of a noble who came to India becjuse of 
religious persecution in Iran as was often the case in the 
preceding period. Almost all these immigrants were shi'ds 
by faith. Apparently during this period the Safavid j. ulers 
(Shah Safi and Shah Abbls II) were primarily engaged in 
curbing the powers of the old Qizilbash aristocracies, creat-
5 
ing a new military corps of the gj^ ulams (i^ullars). It was 
probabi:^  this factor wliich induced the elements out of favour 
at the court to migrate to India. 
An important aspect of the Iranian reception in 
India is a lack of sectarian discriminationo The kcc >v.rs of 
Shi'a shrines in Iran (No. ^ 3) were obviously shi'ito 
theologians or at least members of families venerated by the 
Shi'as. Yet for ihat very reTson they received high honour 
at the court of Shahjahan, who otherwise was quite fond of 
projecting himself as a resolute Simni sovereign. 
1. Cf. Appendix. 
2o See Chapter I. 
3. P.K. Holt and others (ed.) The Cambridge History of Islam, 
London, 1970, Vol. I, pp. 1+06-M-1&. 
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IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER AURANGZEB. 
CHAPTER THREE 
IMMIGRATION FROM IRAN UNDER AURANGZEB 
Diiring Aurangzet's reign there appears to have been 
a marked decline in the niimter of Iranian immigrants, though 
the broad pattern of their iirjnigration remained the same as 
in the reign of Shahjahan. As before we find that many of 
the immigrants themselves or their ancestors had held impor-
tant offices under their previous masters in Iran or in the 
Deccan before joining Mughal service. Similarly, some 
scholfcrs, poets and physicians of repute also came to India 
and were fiven posts in the Mughal nobility. Though the 
number of Iranians, coming direct from Iran, declined, Lhey 
could still maintain their majority in the Mughal i-uling 
class because of the influx of the Irlnis from the Deccan. 
The decline of the direct migration may have been due partly 
to the decline of the Safavid Empire and partly to Aurangzeb's 
continuous engagement in the Deccan affairs which naturally 
1 
lessenec' liis interest in the situation on the north-west. 
It is also likely that owing to the continuous engagement of 
Mughal forces in the Deccan, large-scale recruitment of the 
Deccanis and the consequent pressure on the limited resources 
'•• Hughal Nobility, op.cit. , p. 17. 
> 
of the Empire, might have reduced the opportimities for 
Iranians directly coming from the homeland. 
A list of immigrants is given in the Appendix to 
this chapter based on the major sources of Aurangzcb's reign. 
The number within brackets after each name to be mentioned 
in the text of this chapter refers to the serial nun-ibcrs 
given to the person concerned in the Appendix. 
An analysis of the table suggests certain interesting 
features regarding the nature and type of the imiriigiants in 
comparison to the preceding period. So far as the nature of 
immigration is concerned, it is worth observing that none 
of the immigrants seems to have made his way to Ijjdia as a 
result of being forced to ]eave the country by grov;ing 
political instability« Such as came in search of employment 
generally had their relatives in India with important 
positions. 
As regards the type of immigrants it appears that 
unlike Shahjahan's reign the number of poets, scholars, 
scientists and physicians experienced a marked decline in 
this period. During Shahjahan's reign as many as 1 6 out of 
7h i.e. 21.6 per cent of the total immigrants belonged to 
this category wnile under Aurangzeb only two are known out 
1 
of ^ 1 total immigrants i.e. only h,6 per cent. It ma,, be 
1. See Appendix, Nos. 1 and 21. 
5:] 
pointed out tha t these two were scho la r s ; not a s ingle 
physician or s c i e n t i s t came to India under Aurangzeh, where-
as during the prcc^^ding period out of 16 immigrants belonging 
to category of i n t e l l e c t u a l s seven were physicians of repute 
1 
and two were s c i e n t i s t s , mathematician and astronomers. 
Secondly, very few of the immigrants from Iran came v/ithout 
any family-connections during t h i s period; nineteen out of 
36 are known to have belonged to families branches of which 
had already come and s e t t l e d in India . We may take as an 
example the family of jiiialifa Sul tan, the Wazir of I r an , 
2 
offers example of such immigrants. Mir Miihammad Hadi, a 
g rea t grandson of Khalifa Sultan and Mir ^Ta'far Isfahan!, 
Khalifa Sul tan ' s s i s t e r ' s son had already s e t t l e d in India 
3 
during Shahjahan's reign. Among others mention may be made 
of Muhammad Amin Beg (No. 8), son-in-law of Zulfiqar Khan, 
Isfandyar (No. 10), a cousin of Asad IQjan, Burhanuddin (No.13), 
nephew of Fazil Khan Tuni, Muhammad All Beg (No. 19), son 
<• - - - -
of Ali Mardan Khan, and Mir Mahmud (No. 20), brother of Mirza 
Muhamriad Mashhadi Asalat Khan, 
1. These were Mulla Shafi'a Danishmand Khan and Mulla 'Ala-
ul Mulk Tuni Fazil Khan, For others see Chapter Second, 
Appendix, Noso 13,1^,33,3^,60, 73 and 7^. 
2o See Appendix, Nos, ^ ,^15, 22-2^, 27, 33 and 37. 
3. See Chapter Second, Appendix, Nos 50 and 69. 
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Kiosi in i i g r a n t s coming d i r e c t l y from I r an did not 
succeed i n o b t a i n i n g very high r a n k s . The only exceycion 
seems to be the members of Kliolifa S u l t a n ' s fami ly , and 
even i n t h i s family only a very few who WLTB d i i e c t descen-
dan ts of Kria]ifa were awarded high mangabs on t h e i r a r r i v a l 
i n I n d i a . Mir 'Imad (No. 5 ) , a s i s t e r ' s son of K^ialifa 
S u l t a n was given the rank of 1000/200 t o g e t h e r wi th k j j i l a t 
1 
and a cash award of Rs. 1 2 , 0 0 0 / - , Mir Qiwamuddin Klian 
{ho. 2 2 ) , a b r o t h e r of Knalifa S u l t a n , was g ran ted the rank 
of 3000/1 ,500, a k^ill 'at and Rs . 1 0 , 0 0 0 / - as in 'am and h i s 
son Kir Sadruddin (No. 23) was awarded a man?ab of 7OO/IOO 
and was l a t e r appointed Mir At ish w i th the t i t l e of Saf 
Shikan Khan. A grandson of Khal i fa SiiLtan, Mir A l i Naqi 
(No. 3 7 ) , was g ran ted the mangato of >+000/2000 and was awarded 
a Kliil 'at and Rs . 1 0 , 0 0 0 / - as in ' am when he came to the 
5~ 
c o u r t . Those who were no t the d i r e c t descendants of Khal i fa 
S u l t a n , such as h i s s o n s - i n - l a w , Mir Hidayat u l l a h (N0.1+) 
oiiLi ^.^iyid S a d r - i Jahan (No. 15)> were given a t the most 
1 . Kuhamniad Kazim, 'Alamgir Nama, ed. Maulavis Kl]adim 
Husain and •'Abdul Ha i , C a l c u t t a , 1866-73, pp . k-86-S7, 
(Herea f t e r see Kazim). 
2 . Saqi Mustaid Khan, M a ' a § i r - i A lamgi r i , C a l c u t t a , 1871, 
pp . 130, 21+0 ( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d as M.A.) , cf. M.U. I I , 
7k-6; I I I , 109. 
3 . Abul Fazl Ma'muri, Ta r lkh -1 Aurangzeb, OR. MS. 1671, f. 
193(t)) ( h e r e a f t e r see Ma'muri) , 
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a cash award of Rs . 5000/-> a kl^il ' a t and. probably a small 
1 
r ank . S i m i l a r l y , a son- in - law of Saf Shikan Khan, Haj i 
Miihammad Raf i ' (No. 33)» was g ran ted a k h i l ' a t when he a r r i v e d 
• 2 
h e r e . 
Another noticeable feature is the continuing crucial 
3 
importance of family background of immigrants, as against 
this experience and abilities were not a sure passport to 
rank, Muzaffar Beg Kirmani (No. 11 ) who had been VJazir of 
Kirman before coming to India was not given any rank but 
h 
only a cash award of Rs. 5OOO/-. 
As against this the members of Klialifa Sultan's 
family were recepients of high ranks and important posts 
at the Mughal court on account of their being the descendants 
of a liighly reputed aristocratic family of Iran. Mirza 
Safavi Khan 'Ali Naqi (No. ^-0), a grandson (by daughter) 
_ r _ , 6 
of Shah Abbas II, was awarded the rank of 3OOO/1000 
obviously because he belonged to the royal family of Iran. 
1. Kaziffi 0£.cit, pp. M-73, 851-52; M.A. , p. 270. 
2. M.A. , p. 27O; also see Appendix, No. 33. 
3. See Chapter T w o . 
^ . Kaziffi, p . 7 l f3 . 
5. See Appendix, Nos. 5, 22 , 2 3 , 27 and 37. 
6. M.A., p . M-82; Of. M.U., I I I , pp. 653-5^. 
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I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t a l a r g e number of iwrdgran t s 
who came d i r e c t from I r a n dur ing t h i s pe r iod were those 
v/hose r e l a t i v e s had been i n the Mughal s e r v i c e and i t can 
be presumed t h a t they came a t the i n v i t a t i o n of t h e i r 
r e l a t i v e s , MiJharamad Amin Beg (No. 8 ) , was son - in - l aw of 
Z u l f i q a r Khan; I s fandyar (No, 1 0 ) , a cous in of Asad Khan; 
Burhanuddin (No. 1 3 ) , the nephew of F a z i l Khan Tuni ; 
Muhammad Al l Beg (No. 19)> son of A l i Mardan Khan Amir-ul-
Umara', Mir Mahmud (No. 2 0 ) , b r o t h e r of Asa l a t Khan Mirza 
Muhamniad Mashhadi; Haj i Muhamriiad Raf i (No, 33)* son- in - l aw 
of Saf Shikan Khan; and Mukaramat Khan Miihammad Mansur 
_1 
(No. 3^ ) , a grandson of Maliabat Khan Ha ide rabad i . Al l of 
t h e s e persons migrated to Ind ia wi th the e x p e c t a t i o n of 
g e t t i n g h igh mansabs a t the Mughal Cour t . 
As for the Deccani immigrants of I r a n i a n o r i g i n 
Aurangzeb 's p o l i c y seems to have been more l i b e r a l as 
compared to Shahjahan, and more l i b e r a l s t i l l from 1682 
onwards when Aurangzeb 's long process of t o t a l annexa t ion 
of the whole of the Deccan began. A s u b s t a n t i a l number of 
1 . See Ma ' ag i r -u l Umara' for l i v e s of Z y i f i q a r Khan (M.U. 
I I , 89 -93 ) , Asad Kiian (M.U. , 1 , 310-21) , F a z i l Khan Tuni 
(M.U,, I I I , 521+-3O), "AlFWrdan Khan (M.U. , I I , 795-80?) , 
A p T a t Khan (M.U., I , 222 -5 ) , ^af Shikan Khan (M.U. , 1 1 , 
7^6 -7 ) , MahabaTlChan Haiderabad i (M.Uo , 1 1 1 , 627^0^) . 
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1 
the Deccani nobles had then to be taken into service. The 
list in Appendix can not pretend to be complete as we do 
not know of the racial grouping of many of the Deccani 
officers. Thus the rather small number of the Irani-Deccanis 
( 8 out of k^ ) does not probably represent the true posi-
tion, since a number of Iranian Deccani nobles may have 
been excluded from our list. 
The Deccani nobles, whether Irani or other, were 
given high grants quite generously. In 1688, the Deccani 
recruits holding upto 1000 zat ranks were also exempted 
from providing security bonds. It may, however, be pointed 
out that during Aurangzeb's reign the official definition 
for the term, Deccani was that all the nobles, whetiier of 
Indian or foreign origin, who, before joining the lnU£^ ial 
service, had served under either of the Deccani Kingdoms 
(Bijapur and Golconda) were to be treated as Deccanis. They 
were subject to one-fourth deduction from their pay claims 
as against those foreigners who directly joined the Mug^ ial 
service in the Deccan after their arrival there. These 
1. On the basis of Janfe dami statistics, M. Athar Ali has 
drawn the conclusion that while the share of the Mughal 
Provinces of the Deccan in the Jam'k dami of the Empire 
between 1667 and 1691 increased only by35»5 psr cent 
the proportion of the Deccani nobles between 16^8-78 and 
1679-1707 rose by 136.5 per cent. See Mughal Mobility, 
p. 28. 
2. Yusuf Husain Khan (ed.), Selected Documents of Aurangzeb's 
Reign 1639-1706 A.D., Central Records Office, Hyderabad, 
1958, p. 182. (hereafter cited as S.D.A. ). 
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1 
direct entrants were exempted from this deduction. After 
the annexntion of Golkonda (1687), Saqi Musta'id Khan writes 
that a separate voliorne would be required to give details of 
the coming of Haiderabadis to the Mughal court, their join-
ing imperial service and receiving mansabs from 7000 to 
2 ' 
500 zat. This influx of the 'upstart' Deccanis, in the 
later years of Aurangzeb, and their increasing ranlis and 
numbers over the old mansabdaivgcaused much resentment amone 
the older nobility - the KhanazadSc Saiyid Sultan Karbalai 
(No. lU-), an officer of Golkonda, was awarded the rank of 
1^00/600, a khil'at and Rs. 12,000/- as in'am on his arrival 
at the Mughal Court in 1663* Mir Husaini 'Ali Mardan Khan 
Haiderabadi (No. 35) and Mustafa Khan Abdur Razzaq Lari 
(No. 36) were granted the mangabs of 5OOO/5OOO and 5OOO/3OOO 
5 
respectively on their joining service in 1688. It is 
significant that Abdur Raszaq Lari unwillingly joined Mughal 
service while 'Ali Mardan Khan had deserted the service of 
6 
Golkonda. 
1. S.D./^., p. 6"+. 
2. M;^, p. 302. 
3. Ma'amuri, ff. 156(b)-157(a); Cf. Nobility, pp. 28-29. 
h, Kazim, pp. 8M-0, 8^ -3; M.b., Ill, p. 619-20. 
% M.A., p. 396; Ma'amuri, ff. 177(a), 178(a); K.K.,op.cit, 
Po 373; also see M.U. , II, p. 82'+. 
6» M°^v> P« 36^ +; Ma'amuri, ff. 177(a), 18^(b), 186(b); 
K.K.L II, ^ Oi+-5; M.b., II, 82^-5. 
5!l 
Perhaps the most s l b ' n i f i c a n t of the Deccani 
ifflini: r a n t s was Miihaminad Ibrahim Mahabat Khan Haiderabadi 
(No. 32) , He was the Commander-in-chief of the Golkonda 
Kingdom before h i s a r r i v a l a t the M u ^ a l c o u r t i n 1 687. 
1 
He was granted a mansab of 7000/6000. He was perhaps the 
f i r s t among the Deccani immigrants of Aurangzeb's r e i g n 
to be awarded such a high rank on the very day of h i s 
arrival. This reflects Aurangzeb's policy of granting ranks 
generously to the Deccani nobles in order to win them over 
2 
to his side. 
1. M.^., p. 269; Ma'amuri, f. 172(b); K.K., II, pp. 305-6; 
M.U., III, pp. 627-8. 
2. Ma'amuri, ff. 156(b) - 157(a); K.K., II, p. 396. 
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CHAPTER - FOUR 
POSITION OF IRANIS AS MANSAB HOLDERS 
Ao SHAHJAHAN 
B. AURANGZEB. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
POSITION OF IRg^NIS AS M '^NgAB HOLDERS 
(a) SH^HJAHAN 
l a h o r i and Muharnmad Vfaris g i v e us t h p o n l y o i " f i c i a l 
l i s t s of m a n ^ a b d a r s of S h a h j a h a n ' s r e i g n , h o l d i n g r a n k s of 
500 g a t anH a b o v e . L a h o r i p r o v i d e s two soparatf^ l i s t s of 
man-gabdars a t t h e c l o s e r e s f - e c t i v e l y of t h e lO th an"' 20 th 
r e g n a l y e a r s . W i r i s g i v e s t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g l i s t f o r t h e 
3 0 t h y e a r . These t h r e o l i s t s g i v e t h e names of m a n g a b d ' r s , 
b o t h a l i v e and d e a d , d u r i n g t h e p r e c e d i n g d e c a d e a r r a n g e d 
a c c o r d i n g t o r a n k s l a s t h e l d by t h e m . T h e r e i s no d o u b t 
a b o u t t h e g e n e r a l a u t h e n t i c i t y of L a h o r i ' s l i s t s , b u t t h e y 
a r e n o t f r e e from s l i p s . In a few i n s t a n c e s , t h e names of 
mangabdars who had been s u c c e s s i v e l y p romoted d u r i n g a 
d-cad*^ have b e e n r e p e a t e d u n d e r d i f f e r e n t r a n k s , one h e l d 
b e f o r e and t h e o t h e r a f t e r p r o m o t i o n s . V / a r i s ' s l i s t seems 
more a c c u r a t e f o r t h e r e i s no c a s e of such r e p e t i t i o n s 
h e r e . L a h o r i ' s two l i s t s r e s p e c t i v e l y c o n t a i n t h p n=mes 
of 189 and 213 mansabdgr s of lOOO ^ a t and a b o v e , a l i v e a t 
t h e t e r m i n a l p o i n t w h i l e W a r i s l i s t s a t o t a l of 240 
m^^'ngabdars of t h e same r a n k s , s i m i l a r l y a l i v e a t t h e end 
of t h e t h i r d d e c a d e . 
1 . L a h o r i , 1 ( b ) p p . 2 9 2 - 3 2 8 ; I I , p p . 7 1 7 - 7 5 2 ; W a r i s , 
Badshahnama, E t h e , 329 , f f . 2 5 9 ( a ) - 2 7 2 ( a ) . I am" 
i n d e b t e d t o P r o f . M. A t h a r A l i f o r p r o v i d i n g me 
t h i s l i s t . 
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Ihese three lists are supplemented by Muhammad 
Salih Kamboh, Salih's list which is apparently based on 
the lists of Lahori and Waris and gives the names and 
last ranks of all the mangabdars of Shahjahan's reign, 
whether dead or alive. Of these 245 mansabdars of lOOO 
^at and above, were alive at the end of Shahjahan's reign, 
Salih must have some other source for adding new appoint-
ments and promotions made in the last three (lunar) 
1 
years of Shahjahan's reign. His list, however, contains 
many omissions, Thu'^  certain names which occur in 'Waris's 
list are missing in Salih's. 
To analyse these lists the mangabdars of lOOO gat 
and above, alive at the terminal point of each of the 
lists, have been taken into account: Only such high 
mangabdars were entitled to be called umara' (nobles) . 
As regards the classification of various racial groups, 
such as Iran is, Turanis, Afghans, "^hail^hzadas, Rajputs, 
Marathas, 'other Muslims' and 'other Hindus', the 
system adopted by M. Athar Ali has been followed here. 
The last group 'other Hindus', includes all Hindus 
except the Rajputs and Marathas. 'Other Muslims' includ-^ 
Abyssinians, Arabs and the Muslims whose racial affili-
ations could not be established. 
1. salih. III, pp. 448-470, Cf. Mughal Nobility, 
op.cit., p.8. 
2, Mughal Nobility, p.7. 
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At the outset an attempt has been made to work 
out the numerical strength of different racial groups in 
the nobility during the three decades of Shahjahan's reign 
separately. Then we shall try to establish the numerical 
strength of Iranis belonging to different regions such as 
those of jandahar, Isfahan, Tehran, Mashhad, Jazwin and 
i^awaf. 
Now coming to the analysis of our data it appears 
that there were 189 man$abdars of 1000 zat and above 
(excluding Princes) in the first decade of Sh'ahjahan's 
reign of which 153 (i.e. 80.9%) were Muslims and 36 
(i.e. 19%) were Hindus. Of the MusllnB'63 were Iranis, 
37 Turanis, 20 Afg_hans, 15 Indian Muslims and 18 Other 
r.uslims. Thus the groups respectively 33,3%, 19.5%, 
10. 5,-c, 7.9% and 9.5% of the total number of man?abdars. 
This shows that Iranis enjoyed the highest position, 
being the largest group, among mangabdars of 1000 gat 
and above during the first decade. 
An analysis of the racial composition with a 
further breakdown of ranks at the end of the first 
decade may be of soma interest. If we establish three 
categories, viz., (a) 5000 zat and above; (b) 3000 to 
4000 gat and (c) lO'Uj to below 3000, we can further see 
how these ranks were held. Out of 20 total mangaodars 
in category (a) in the first decade as many as 10 were 
70 
Iranis, that is, 50% as against Turanis 20%, and 
Indian Muslims lo% (no Afghan and 'Other Muslim' 
falling in this category). Rajput and Maritha 
mansabdars together (4 in number) occupied a position 
equal to that of the Turanis, In category (b), however, 
out of 44 mansabdars 13 were iranls, that is 29,5%, as 
against Turanis 7(15,9%), Afghins 3(6,8%), Indian Muslims 
4(9%) and 'Other Muslims' 6(13.6%). Rajputs and Marathas 
respectively numbered 6 and 5 and together constituted 
25% of the total number of mansabdars of category (b). 
Similarly, in category (c) the Iranis enjoyed roughly 
the same position as in (b) ; they numbered 40 or 32% 
out of the totalfi|l25 mansabdars. This compares with 
Turanis 26(20,8%), Afghans 17(13.6%), Indian Muslims 
9(7,2%) and 'Other Muslims' 12(9,6%). Rajputs equalled 
the Afghans in number. Thus it appears that during the 
first ten years of Sh'ahjahan's reign the lr"anis formed 
not only the largest group, but they occupied a still 
better position in the highest ranks than was warranted 
by their numbers in medium and lower ranks of the umara^ 
or nobility (see Table-1) . 
At the end of the second decade there were 160 
Muslim mansabdars and 53 Hindus or 75.1% and 24,8% 
respectively, out of a total of 213 mansabdars of IQOO 
zat and above. Out of the Muslim mansabdars, as many 
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as 62 were i r a n i s , t ha t i s , 29.1% of the* t o t a l mangabdars. 
Among the three categories already defined, they cons t i tu -
ted 42,8%, 39.5% and 24.1% respec t ive ly , thus s t i l l 
accounting for higher proportions in the h ighes t ranks . 
Their pos i t ion may be compared with t ha t of the Turanis 
who were 19% In category ( a ) , 11,6% in (b) and 19.4% in 
category ( c ) , while the Rajputs were r e spec t ive ly 19%, 
9.3%, and 20,1%, In the o v e r - a l l composition Rajputj^ 
numerically, equalled the Turanis and cons t i tu t ed the 
second l a r g e s t group in the n o b i l i t y a t the end of the 
second decade. I n t e r e s t i ng ly enough, in category (b) , 
Marathas appear to have exceeded a l l the r a c i a l groups 
except the I r an i s and thus they now formed the second 
l a r g e s t group in category ( b ) , (see Table-2) , 
At the end of the t h i rd decade, as Table-3 shows, 
out of 240 mansabdars of lOOO za t and above, 184 or 7 6 , ^ 
were Muslims and 5 6 or 2 3.3% v/ere Hindus. Among Muslims 
the I ran is again forined the l a rges t group, being 80 or 
33.3% of the t o t a l number of mansabdars. In the three 
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ca tegor ies as we l l , the i r a n i s are found occupying a 
dominant pos i t ion r e spec t ive ly numbering 58.8%, 31.8% and 
31,2% of the t o t a l number of mansabda'rs in these 
c a t e g o r i e s . Again, as in the lo th year, they are seen 
to form the majority a t the top , while in the medium 
and lov;er l e v e l s , they account for a th i rd of the nobles . 
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Their pos i t ion compares with Turanis who were 17.6% 
in category ( a ) , 15.9% in (b) and 19.5% in category 
( c ) , while the Rajputs were respec t ive ly 17.6%, 25% 
and 17.3%. 
On the whole i t may be infer red t h a t in the lOth 
year, a r a t i o of 80% and 20% was maintained between 
Muslim and Hindu mansabdars but in the l a s t two decades a 
r a t i o of the proport ion of the Hindus had r i s e n to about 
2 5%., Our tab les show tha t Rajputs numbered 13.7% in 
the 10th year while in the 2oth and 3oth years of 
Shahjahan's r e ign , they numbered 17,8% and 18.7% respec t -
i v e l y . S ign i f i can t ly enough, the Rajputs became numerically 
equal to Turanis in the l a s t two dr-cades while in 
the f i r s t decade they were d i s t i n c t l y fewer. Although 
there was a general decl ine of Muslim mansabdars a t thp 
end of the second decade. Indian Muslims are except ional ly 
found to have a t t a ined a sh-^ r^p r i s e in t h e i r pos i t ion as 
compared to the lOth year . F i n a l l y , i r a n i s enjoyed through-
out a more dominant pos i t ion in the category of mansabdars 
of h ighes t ranks in comparison with t h e i r pos i t i on in 
the tv/o lower c a t e g o r i e s . 
As far as i r an i s belonging to d i f f e r e n t regions 
are concerned a decade-wise ana lys is i s offered to see 
which regions benef i t ted most from Imperial favour. 
At the end of the f i r s t decade, out of 63 t o t a l Iranian 
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mansabdars of 1000 za t and above, the Harvis (from 
Herat) were the most numerous s ing le group ( i .e .12 .69%), 
while the Mashhadis (from Mashhad) (11.11%) came next . 
Those from Qazwin, a t 9,52%, occupied the t h i r d place 
followed by the Sh i raz i s and Tehranis, each accounting 
for 7.93% in the t o t a l number of the Iranian mansabdars. 
Such I r a n i s , as cannot be i den t i f i ed according to t h e i r 
nat ive places (including those from'iraq and Khurasan) 
numbered 17.46% (see Table-4) . 
At the end of the second decade the Qandaharls 
had r i sen to prominence. They comprised about 12.9% of 
the t o t a l of 62 Iranian mansabdars of 1000 a a t and above. 
I t may be suggested tha t the Qandaharis achieved such a 
higher proport ion among the I r a n i s probably because of 
the Kurds who having migrated from Qandahar, under ' A I I 
Mardan Klian Zig, entered the Mughal service a t the begin-
ning of the second decade of Sh'ahjahan's r e ign . The 
Mashhadis now occupied the second place c o n s t i t u t i n g 
11.29% while the Harvis, Sh i raz i s and Tehranis carne 
next as each of them cons t i tu ted 8.06% of the t o t a l 
I ranian mansabdars. The unspecified I ran is numbered 
near ly 21%, Among the smal ler , but important groups, 
t o mention a few, were those of Qazwin (6,45%), Yazd 
- 2 
(4.83;^), Isfahan and Kashan (3,22% each) . 
1. For Al i MardaTn Khan's ca ree r see my a r t i c l e "Ali 
Mardan Khan - A g rea t I ranian noble of Shahjahan", 
PIHC, Burdwan, 1983, pp.198-210; a l so chapter 6 
sect ion I I , inf ra ,pp . £59-30 7. 
2 . See Table-5, 
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At the end of the tliird decade the Qandaharis 
rerna'ned much th,*^  l^-irgpst group in the I ranian n o b i l i t y . 
Thev numbered 12.5% of the t o t a l 80 Iranian mansabdars 
of 1000 zat and above. The Harvis occupied the second 
place (I0>i) and Yazdir; the t h i r d (3 .75 / ) , followed by 
the -lashhadis (7.5/o^. Amonq the smaller groups mention 
may bo made of: Shita-?.ir; and Tehrani<^^ (5% each) and the 
Qazwinis (3 ,75/o) . 
A ra the r large f roport ion has here to be allowed 
for the I r a n i s , whose nat ive places are not ascprtain^^d, 
the proportion being 2^\5%. 
VJe thus see th,it aiiiong the I ranis c e r t a i n regional 
groups tended to be more prominent t.han o t h e r s . Of s jch 
groups, to mention the Harvis and I'lashhadis were thp most 
cons i s t en t ly important . At the end of the f i r s t decad-
the harvis and a t the end of the second dpcade and of the 
t h i rd dpcade, the Qandaharis formed the s ing le l a r g e s t 
grou'.s a.nonq the I r a n i s . The /iashhadis were the second 
l a r g e s t group in the lOth and 2oth year, while in tho 
30th year the Harvis occupied t h i s pos i t i on . As regards 
thp th i rd l a r g e s t orou]., Jazwinis o'^cuni'^d t h i s place 
a t thp end of the f i r s t decide, the Harvis, Shira ' / ls and 
Tehr~nis a t +-he end of the second and the Yazdis in the 
1 . See Table-6. 
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t h i r d '<=cade. Sinul.-ir l y , a t t h e (-nd of t he f i r s t 
d'-^cade S h i r n z i s >ind Tenr.-Tnip formed t h e f o u r t h l - i r n e s t 
o r o ' j n , r e p l a c e d by rt .e 2c'iiv/inis by t h e 2 0 t h y e a r and 
Mr^shhadis by t h e 3 o t h , Thu'^, i t a p p e a r s t h a t e x c e p t 
f o : ^^ro Y-i:'.di?, V;1IG i t t n i n e d <^ ome r o t licence i n r h e 
l ^ s t d '^cide o n l y , a i J t h e above m e n t i o n e d I r a n i a n g roups 
any he- ' r ema ined t h e l a r g e and d o m i n a n t g r o u p s a.^ong 
i r a r i i n s t h r o u g h o u t Uie r e i u n of S h a h j a h a n . I t in ^ I s o 
n o t e w o r t h y t h a t d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e p e r i o d t h e two g r o u p s 
- Sh i ra"z i and T e h r a n ! n u r r e r i t j a l l y e n j o y e d a b o u t t h e same 
1 
por. ! ' ion . 
A d e c a d e - w i s e s tn t i r ; t i c a l d a t a of mansabs he J d by 
d i i f e . t e n t r a c i a l o r c i n r , i n c l u d i n g i rp .n i s from d i T f e r e n t 
r e g i o r . r , may p e r m i t us t o h a v e a n o t h e r v a n t a g e p o i n - f o r 
e x a m i n i n g t h e i r p o s i t i o n . I n t h e ma in , t h e r e a r e t h r e e 
s e p a r j t e t a b l e s , each f o r t h e end of a d e c a d e , shovv'ing 
a C'l t e o o r y - w i s c b r e a k up of mansabs h e l d by d i f f e r ' - ^ n t 
r a c i ' - ' l o r o u p ^ . Each t a b l e l i s t s mansabs of 1000 z a t =--nd 
a b o v e , h e l d by t h e m^-nsabdars ,;ho wer?-^ a l i v e a t t h e --nd 
of t h o d e c a d e . The r a n k s oi ; ^ i n c e s have n o t b e e n t a < e n 
i n t o a c c o u n t . Thu'- t h e to^-al number of miansabs, i n t h e 
t h r e e d e c a d e s , comes ^s i o J l o w r : 
1 . See Tables 1, 5 , and 6. 
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lo th year 20th year 30th year 
T ' f r ^ — 1 _ r — ^ 1 
zat sawar gat sawar gat sawar 
4,54,500 3,63,550 4,67,000 3,80,800 4,97,500 3,72,950 
These figures vary from those given by M. Athar Ali and 
from those given by Irfan Habib for the first ten years 
2 
only , even after excluding the ranks of princes which 
they have included. At the end of the first decade, out 
of a total of 4,54,500/3,63,530 ranks the Muslim 
mansabdars held 3,68,000/3,01,750 or 80.96% of the 
total a^t and 8 3,0% of the total sawar ranks. The Iranis 
alone held 36.52% and 36.11/i respectively of the total 
aat and sawar ranks. Thus, the Iranis held highest number 
of ranks during first ten years of Shahjahan's reign, 
followed by the Turanis who accounted for 19,03% of the 
tota] gat and 21.42% of the total sawar ranks. The ranks 
held by Hindu mansabdars totalled 19.03% (sat)and 16.99% 
(sawar). Afghans and 'Other Muslims' held an almost 
equal niiiriber of ranks as they both respectively accounted 
for 8.47/7,56% and 8.36/7.19% of the gat and sawar ranks. 
Indian Muslims shared, a little more than Afighans and 
'Other Muslims', 0.58/10.70% of the gat and sawar ranks. 
1. Cf. Apparatus, op. cit., p. XIV, 
2 . Cf. 'The Mansab Sys t em, 1 5 9 5 - 1 6 3 7 ' , PIHC. 1967 , p . 2 4 4 , 
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Category-wise too, the Iranis are found to have 
held the highest number of ranks in each category, 
claiming highest in category (a) i.e. 51.85% and 49.24% 
respectively of the total 1,08,000 zat and 1,32,000 
sawar ranks. In category (b) they possessed 30.66/O of 
the total gat and 26.47% of the total sav/ar ranks; 
and in category (c) 32.56% and 30.49% respectively. 
In each category the Turanis were the second highest 
claimant of ranks, holding 20,37*0 and 23.48% in category 
(a), 17.33% and 20% in category (b) and 19.59>o and 
20.46% in category (c). In categories (a) and (b) 
Rajputs occupied the third place but in category (c) 
they were superseded by the Afqhans. 
At the end of the second decade, there was an 
over-all increase in the ranks of Hindu mansabdars. 
They possessed 23.44% and 2 3,17% respectively of the 
total of 4,67,000 ^at and 3,80,800 sawar ranks. This 
was a rise of more than 4% in the z§t and 6% in the 
sawar ranks,over the decade. While the ranks of the 
Muslim mansabdars suffered a decline at the correspon-
ding rate over their previous ones, as they held now 
76.55% of the total aat and 76.82,i of the total sawar 
ranks. But the Iranis still held highest number of 
1. See Table-7. _ ^ ----.. 
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ranks, claiming 32.85% of the total za.- and 33.53.0 of 
the sawar ranks/ though it v/as a decline by 3.56 . in 
the zat and 2.48"o in the sci./ar rank over their previous 
ones in the preceding decade. A category-wise analysis 
of ch'^  mansab statistics reveals a trend of a general 
fall in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars except those of 
the Iranis in category(b) and Indian Muslims in category 
(c). In category (c) the general decline in the ranks 
of all the Muslim racial groups, with the exception of 
Indian Muslims, was such that the total numbers of ranks 
in the hands of nindu mansabdars was much higher than 
that held by Iranic, and the rank held by the Uajputs 
alone was higher than that of the Turanis. 
At the end of the third decade a further rise in 
the ranks of Hindu mansabdars, with a corresponding 
decrease in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars, occurred. 
Out of 4,97,500 zat and 3,72,950 sa'/ar ranks Hindu 
mansabdars held 24.32/^ and 2b,71/o respectively, while 
7 5.67% and 71.28/u respectively of the total gat and 
sawar ranks were held by Muslim mansabdars. There was 
thus about 1% fall in thf= zat and more than 5A fall 
in the siwar ranks of the Muslims and a corresponding 
rise in that of Hindus over the decade. The Ir'anis, 
however, held the highest number of ranks i.e. 37.38% 
of the zat and 3T. ^3/^ of the sawar ranks. Thus the Iranis 
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experienced an increase of 4.52;;^  and 5.30% respectively 
in their gat and sawar ranks over the decade. The Rajputs' 
share increased by 3.04;o and 6.23';o in t±ie gat and sawar 
ranks in comparison to the end of the second decade. 
The other racial groups, both Muslims and Hindus, suffered 
a general decline in their ranks. 
Category-wise too, the Iranis appear to have 
attained highest number of ranks in all categorie-i vis-
a-vis other racial groups in the nobility. Especially 
among the top-ranking mansabdars of category (a,), iranis 
possessed highest place in the hierarchy, as they held 
59.78/0 and 69.01% of the total zat and sav^ ?ar ranks in 
this category at the end of the third decade. This was 
an unprecedented rise in their status, as mansabdars, 
after the first decade of Ghahjahan's reign. The Turanis 
did not come up to them as their total sat ranks was 
equal to those of Rajputs (17.39%) while they held the 
lowest niimber of sav^ 'ir ranks (2,81%) in this category. 
Category (b) shows a sharp decline in the ranks 
of Iranis and a great increase in the ranks of Rajputs 
as compared with their respective ranks in this 
category at the end of the second decade. The total 
rank of Muslim mansabdars sustained a loss of 11.51% 
in the a^t and 13.28% in the sawar rank over the decade 
i^ O 
in this category. Significantly enough, the total rank 
of Hindu mansatadars was now 33,81% and 34.91% of the 
total gat and sav/ar ranks respectively which is higher 
than those held by Iranis i.e. 31.65% and 29,55;o. The 
total rank of Rajputs alone (25,17% and 28.34%) was 
much higher than that of the Turanis (16.54% and 14.77%). 
In category (c) the Iranis'share in the total ranks 
again increased, by more than 8% both in gat and aawar 
over the preceding decade, as they held 32.647c of the 
total sat and 25.35% of the total sawar rank. The total' 
sawar ranks held by Hindu mansabdars was almost equal 
to that of the Iranis and their total zat rank v/as equal 
to that of the Turanis (19.88%). The sawar rank of the 
Rajputs (21.35%) was considerably higher than that held 
by the Turanis (17.29/.). 
The analysis of the mansabs, confirms the 
impressions derived from the count of numbers of the 
nobles. The Iranis formed the largest single group in 
the nobility, v/ith the largest share in the top-ranks 
throughout Shahjahan's reign. iVhat is of much interest 
is that here too after the first decade a proportionate 
1. It was 25.41% of the total sawar rank which is 
slightly higher than that of IrSnis. See 
Table-9, category (c). 
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decline in the ranks of Muslim mansabdars is noticed 
with a corresponding increase in the ranks of Hindu 
mansabdars. Thirdly, the Rajputs appear to have been 
so largely promoted daring the last ten years of 
Shahjahan's reign that their total rank surpassed that 
of the Turanis v/ho had oeen, in terra of mansabs, the 
second most powerful section in the nobility till the 
end of first twenty years of Shlihjahan's reign. This 
suggests that Hindus in general and ilaj puts in particular, 
both numerically and as mansabdars, received considerable 
promotions during the last twenty years of Shahjahan's 
reign. 
Finally, a decade-v/ise tabulation of the man saps 
held by the Iranis, in the three categories, from 
different regions can also be made, Table-10 reveals 
that during the first decade the Tehranis, who mostly 
belonged to Itimad-ud Daula's family, held the highest 
number of ranks accounting 13,85,C and 24,29% respecti-
vely out of the total 1,66,000 z^t and 1,31,300 sawar 
ranks held by Iranis. This group, we may remember, 
claimed only 5 member or 7,93% of the strength of the 
Irani group; obviously their very high ranks gave them 
totals in mansabs out of proportion to their numbers. 
The Hashhadis possessed 13.55% of the total zat and 
16.41% of the t o t a l sawar ranks of the I r a n i s , were the 
second most powerful group, followed by the Harvis 
holding 11.14% and 8,37% of the two ranks r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Doth the Jandaharis and Qaswinis held a f a i r number of 
ranks and they may be assigned a four th p lace among 
the I r a n i a n s . I r an i s of unlcbwn o r ig in , however, held 
as many as 16.86% of tho t o t a l gat and 14.35% of the t o t a l 
sawar rank of the I r a n i s . 
During the second decade the people from Qandahar, 
j u s t as they numerically outnumbered the others so 
in ranks too, they held l a r g e s t number of ranks U5.63% 
aat and 19.12'% sawar) among I r a n i s , and thus superseded 
the Pehranis (10.42% gat and 14.59% sawar) who njw held 
the t h i r d pos i t ion while the r4ashhadis s t i l l maintained 
t h e i r previous s t a t u s (l2.05'/u ga t and 14.67% sav/ar) . 
The people from Chiraz, holding 9,12% zat and 3.27u 
sawar, and those from Herat, holding 3.46% gat and 6.79% 
sawar ranks, were ohe other two s t rong groups a t the 
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end of the second decade of Shahjahan's r e ign . 
In the 30th year of Shlhjahan's reign the 
Qandaharis, again, are found to have held h ighes t number 
1. 3ee Table-10. 
2. .3ee Table-11. 
of ranks i.e. 15.05% and 21.149^ of the total 1,86,000 
sat and 1,45,200 sawar ranks respectively. Both the 
Mashhadis and the Tehranis appear to have lost their 
respective previous positions being replaced, by the 
Harvis (9.67% zat and 10.67% sawar) and the Yazdis 
(8.60% zat and 5.23% sawar)."^ 
At the end of this survey, it may be noted that 
inspite of Shahjahan's growing consciousness in 
Central Asian affiliations, as he resumed the title 
of Sahib Qiran-1 gani for himself, and his efforts 
to recover his ancestral land, the Turanis appear to 
have been loosing, both in numbers of mansabdars and in 
mangabs, with each decade. On the contrary, Iranis 
were not only the largest and most powerful racial 
group in the nobility but prospered throughout the 
reign of Sh'ahjahan. I ran is are found to have been 
constituting above 30 per cent of the nobility and 
holding about the same percentage of the total ranks, 
while the Turanis, both in numbers and in mansabs 
never rose above 20 per cent. Despite a considerable 
fall in their ranks during the second decade, the 
IranTs, on an average held above 50% of the total 
mangabs in the category of 'highest' ranks. Secondly, 
1. Gee Table-12. 
Q/ 
during the last twenty years of Shahjahan's reign, 
Hindus in general and Rajputs in particular are noticed 
to have increased their number and ranks. Their numerical 
composition was equal to that of Turanis during the last 
two decades. 
Besides comparing the mansabs attained by nobles 
of various groups, which we have studied so far, it 
may also be of some significance to examine the propor-
tions that sawar ranks bore to the gat ranks within 
each group. Information on this is brought together 
in Table-13. The gat rank, it may be recalled, deter-
mined the status and personal salary of the mansabdars, 
while the sawar rank prescribed the size of military 
contingent, and the pay he received for it. If the 
sawar-zat ratio was low, it would show that the mansab-
dar was being given a much higher status than was 
justified by the military contingent he was obliged to 
keep. This may be illustrated by the following example. 
The sawar ranks of Muslim mansabdars at the end of the 
— — — 1 
30th R.Y. of Shahjahan's reign amounted to 70,61% of their 
total zat ranks, vs/hile in the case of Hindu mansabdars the 
proportion was 88,51/i. Clearly, then, in general, compared 
to Hindu mansabdars, on an average, a Muslim mansabdar was 
l i k e l y to receive a higher gat rank in r e l a t i o n to h i s 
actual m i l i t a r y cont ingent . But within the Muslims 
the r a t i o s var ied considerably, as well as over 'Time' . 
The sawar-gat r a t i o of the Afg^ians rose a t the end of 
each of the three decades from 71.42/-^ to 93.71% and 
f ina l ]y , to 94.28-0, thus s ign i fy ing t h a t they became 
e n t i t l e d to a lower and ]ower zat rank, on average, in 
r e l a t i o n to t h e i r sai/jar ranks . In f ac t , t h e i r t reatment 
p a r a l l e l e d c lose ly t h a t of the Rajput mangabdars whose 
sav/ar-gat r a t i o s imi l a r l y increased from 76,92% to 
89.86/0 and, f i na l l y t o ^3.96% in the end-years of the 
three decades. 
AS agains t the Afghans and Rajputs the I r a n i s 
and Puranis were granted higher gat ranks so as t o 
maintain t h e i r s t a t u s in the n o b i l i t y in r e l a t i o n t o 
t h e i r ac tua l con t ingen ts . The I r a n i s in the 10th, 20th 
and 30th R.Ys. had a sawar-gat ra-Lio of 79.09.O, 83.45% 
and 78.06?::, while the Turanis had 90.05%, 89,82% and 
50.65/O, The Turanis in the 10th and 20th R.Ys. were 
thus allowed l i t t l e ' excess ' s t a t u s over t h e i r m i l i t a r y 
contingent, b u t the s i t u a t i o n changed r a d i c a l l y by 
the 30th R.Y. The I r a n i s , on the o ther hand, maintained 
a comfortable sawar-zat r a t i o , enjoying c o n s i s t e n t l y 
much higher za t ranks than j u s t i f i e d by t h e i r sawar 
ranks . 
1. 3ee Table-13. 
S6 
The Indian Muslims had a very high sawar-§ab 
ratio - an incredible 99.74/0, in the 10th R.Y., but 
gat ranks (in relation to sawar) seem to have come more 
liberally to them in the 2uth and 30th R.Y. Another 
group with lov; sawar-gat ratio was that of the Marathas, 
but we should remember that their gat ranks payments 
were subject to a deduction of one-fourth, and they 
received low-monthly jagirs in the Deccan. Thus there 
was a special reason for the extra gat ranks they 
received over their sawar ranks. 
All in all, in respect of sawar-gat ratios too 
the Iranis appear to have received a more consistently 
liberal treatment than any of the other groups. 
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TABLE-12 ; THIRD DECADE 
Ardisian 
^zarbaljan 
Astarabad 
Circassian 
Erivan 
Hamadan 
Herat 
Isfahan 
Kashan 
Khawaf 
Mashhad 
Mazandaran 
Qandahar 
Qazwin 
Sabzwar 
Samnan 
Shiraz 
Tehran 
Tun 
Turbat 
Yazd 
Unidentified 
Total 
ia) 
5000 zat and 
above 
6,000/6,000 
-
-
6,000/11,000 
-
-
5,000/ 7,500 
-
-
-
-
-
12.000/20,000 
-
-
-
5,000/ 5,000 
6,000/11,000 
-
-
5,000/ 5,000 
10,000/ 8,000 
55,000/73,500 
(b) 
3000 to 4000 
zat 
3,000/ 1,000 
3,000/ 6,000 
-
-
-
3,000/' 3,000 
6,000/ 5,800 
- , 
-
-
6,000/ 2,700 
-
9,000/ 7,500 
-
I 
-
I 
4,000/ 1,000 
3,000/ 600 
-
3,000/ 600 
4,000/ 1,000 
44,000/29,200 
(c) 
1000 to below 
3000 zat 
— 
2,000/ GOO 
1,000/ 200 
-
2,000/ 1,500 
-
7,000/ 2,200 
6,500/ 2,200 
1,500/ 400 
3,500/ 500 
6,000/ 3,100 
1,000/ 600 
7,000/ 3,200 
4,500/ 2,100 
1,500/ 800 
1,000/ 400 
4,000/ 3,100 
5,000/ 3,000 
-
1,500/ 200 
8,000/ 2,000 
24,000/16,200 
87,000/42,500 
TOTAL 
9,000/ 7,000 
5,000/ 6.800 
1,000/ 200 
6,000/11,000 
2,000/ 1,500 
3,000/ 3,000 
18,000/15,500 
6,500/ 2,200 
1,500/ 400 
3,500/ 500 
12,000/ 5,800 
1,000/ 600 
28,000/30,700 
4,500/ 2,100 
1,500/ 800 
1,000/ 400 
9,000/ 8,100 
15,000/15,000 
3,000/ 600 
1,500/ 200 
16,000/ 7,600 
38,000/25,200 
1,86,000/1,45,200 
Percentage 
4.83/ 4.82 
2.68/ 4.68 
0.53/ 0.13 
3.22 / 7.57 
1.07/ 1.03 
1.61/ 2.06 
9.67/10.67 
3.49/ 1.51 
0.80/ 0.27 
1.88/ 0.34 
6.45/ 3.99 
0.53/0.41 
15.05/21.14 
2.41/ 1.44 
0.80/ 0.55 
0.53/ 0.27 
4.83/ 5.57 
8.06/10.33 
1.61/ 0.41 
0.81/ 0.13 
8.60/ 5.23 
20.43/17.35 
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(ta) AURANGZEB 
In the absence of detailed official chronicles for 
the major part of Aurangzeb's reign, there is considerable 
dilficulty in preparing the lists of his man^abdars. 
r_ -
Neither the Alamqir nama, the only official chronicle 
which covers the period of first ten years of Aurangzeb's 
reign, nor the Maasir-i Aldmgiri which is a very abridged 
account of his entire reign serves the purpose. The present 
study is, therefore, based on the lists of Aurangzeb's 
mansabdars of 1000 gat and abcve prepared by M. Athar Ali 
on the basis of large number of contemporary documents. 
He gives two separate lists — A and B - for the periods 
1658-1678 and 1679-1707 which respectively contain 486 
and 575 names of mangabdars . For the purpose of our 
study, we have further restricted ourselves to the 
man?abdars, who are known to have been holding the rank 
of 1000 a,at and above at the ends of the two periods 
(i.e. 1678 and 1707). They are respectively 349 and 
412. It is to be noted further that the mangabdars 
who are known to have fled away or resigned or been 
2 
suspended, are also not included. While using the 1. See Mughal Nobility, op.cit.. Appendix - List A and B 
on pp. 175-271. 
2. In list A ShaiTibhlji (No.12) and Netuji Muhammad Quli 
Khan .No.50) are thus excluded. In list e'Takuji 
(No.147) and Dauji (No.315) are known to have left 
the Mughal service in 1694, and Yalingtosh I2?an 
Bahadur (No,213), bbedullah (No. 289), Haji Shafi*" 
Khan (No.424), Qabil Mian Mir MUnshi (No,550) and 
Kishore Das Gaur ^No.568) are known to have been 
dismissed. 
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lists given by M. Athar -^ li an effort has been made to 
checK his racia! identification and other information 
by re-examining the authorities cited by him. As a 
result a number of man^gabdars who were left unidentified 
by him have now been identified, while in respect of 
some man?abdars the race assigned to them by him has 
had to be revised. Moreover a number of man^abdars 
2 
appear to have been repeated in the lists in different 
1, In list A entries numbers ICl, 102 and 415 were left 
unindentified: they are Afghans. Nos. 135, 19G, '18, 
255 and 264 have been identified as Hindus. Entries 
ilos. 189 and 388 v/hich also were unidentified have 
now been respectively identified as Irani and Turani. 
No,124 was identified as Maratha, it has now been 
identified as a Hindu (Brahman). No.297, identified 
as Irani was of Afghan origin. No.313 identified as 
an Indian which was"an Iranian and No.36 3 has been 
re-identified as an Afghan instead of Turani. 
In list B entries Nos. 265, 289, 399, 415, 438 and 
512 were left unidentified. Of these Nos. 265, 399, 
415 and 438 have been identified a<^  Iranis and Nos. 
289 and 512 as Turanis. Among the identified man^abdars 
those mentioned under Nos.Ill, 119, 212, 361, 379 
and 488 have been re-identified. Shaikh Ladu (No.Ill) 
identified as Turani was an Indian Muslim; Illitim-ullah 
l^ ashid I^ jan (No. 119) identified as Indian, v/as an 
Afghan; Saiyid Hurad ^li (No. 212) v/as a Turani not 
Irani; Shaikh Nurullah, Qadir Dad Khan Ansari ^Mo.361) 
identified as an Iranian but he was an Afghan by 
origin; and finally, Ma'mur iCjan, Dilir I<h.an (No,448^ 
has been re-identificd as an Iranian (instead of 
Af gtjan ' being perhaps the same as Mir Isf andyar Ma'mur 
Khan, Dilir ]2}an. See Ta§kirat-ul Umara^ of Kev;al Ram, 
Eng, trans, by 3.M. Azizuddin Husain, New_Delhi, 
1985, p,69 (hereafter Tj_U. ) and Imtiaz 'All 'Arsnl 
(ed.) Tari^-i Muhammadi, vol. II, Pt. VI, Aligarh, 
1960, p.12 (hereafter cited as T.M.), 
2. In the list_A Pir Muhammad, Aghar J^an (No.67) and 
Imam Quli, Aghar Wian (No. 381)7 Mirza JOian Manuchihr 
contd.. 
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grades )n account of their being mentioned under different 
titles in the sources. In such cases the mansabdars have 
been counted once and their last highest ranks, as known 
in or before 1678 and 1707, have been taken into account. 
For instance, Pir Muhammad Ag_har Kh'an (Nos.67 in list 
A and 98 in list 3) and Imam Jul! Agjiar ^ a n (Nos.381 in 
list A and 142 in list B) are infact one and the same 
person. Therefore, in list B, nos. 98 and 142 have been 
dropped and in list A only the highest rank entry (No.67) 
f.n. contd, from prev. 
(Nos. 104' and 105); Husain Beg jChan Zig (Nos.183 
and 335); Baizan Beg,* Qil'adar Khan (No, 193) and 
Nusrat Khan, Qil'adar Khan (No, 217) are the same 
person because Baizan Beg was later on granted the 
title of Nusrat Khan (Alamglr-nama, p.981); ::irza 
Ni'amatullah Juhrab Khan (No.'i98) and Ni'amatullah 
(No.460), son of Husamuddin I^an are also the same. 
After Aurangzeb's accession Mirza Ni'amatullah was 
given the title of Suhrab Khan. 
In List B Namdar Khan (No.103) has been shown 
as holding the rank of 3000/2000 while, if Manucci 
the friend of Namdar ICian is to be believed, he had 
already died in 1678 (3toria do Mogor, vol. II, 
p.390). Ikhlas, Khan-i 'Alam (No. 18)and Shaikh Ladu 
(No,111) are one_man. He was the son of Shaikh 
Nijiam Haiderabadi entitled Khjan-i Zaman (MU, I, 
794-798). Kewal Ram gives his name as Shaikh Lad 
(see T.U. op.cit., p.5). He was first granted the 
title of Il^las Khan and after that of jCian-i Alam. 
Raja Udat Singh Bhaduriya (No.171) and Raja Udai 
Singh Bhaduriya (No.487) are identical. Udai Singh 
seems to be a misreading of Udat Singh or vice versa 
(see M.A. pp. 226,_ 228), Nahar Ktian (No.l94)and 
Sangram Khan QborJ Nahar Kh'an are the same. Jai 
Singh Sawai (No.268) is the same as Bijai Singh 
(No.355), for Bijai Singh was granted the title 
of Jai Singh Sawai in 1700 (M.A., p.424). 
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has bf=en taken in to account. Another i n t e r e s t i n g case 
i s t h a t of Tatiir Shaikh, Tahir Khan (To.39 in l i s t A 
and KG.234 in l i s t B). In l i s t A his rank is given 
5000/3000 while in l i s t 6 i t i s 2,500/1,500. As he died 
in 1681, the second ^ntry giving a far lower rank i s a 
s l i p . Mirza Khan (No.104 in l i s t A) a grandson of Abdur 
- - - — 1 
Rahim Khan-i Kl:>anan and Mirza Khan Manuchihr (No. 105 
in the same l i s t ) are i d e n t i c a l , because Mirza Manuchihr 
had received the t i t l e of Mirz'a Mian perhaps durinn the 
- - 2 
reign of Jahangi r , Therefore, he has been counted 
once. S imi la r ly , Manohar Das Sisodia has been mentioned 
twice (No.433 in l i s t ^ and 519 in l i s t B) holding a rank 
of 1000/400, and the same a u t h o r i t y has been given a t 
3 -both the p l a c e s . Mir Ibrahim, Muhtasham ICian (Ko.l05) 
has been mentioned holding the rank of 4000/1500 (500x 
2-3h) on the au tho r i t y of Aj^barat dated l8 th Sha'ban, 
24th R.Y. and l9th Ramzan, 25th R.Y. But the rank i s 
2000/2000 (1500x2-3h). Muhtasham Khan (No.438) i s 
again mentioned holding the rank of 1000/1200 (I000x2-3h) 
with reference to the Aj^barat dated 16th Rajab, 24th 
1. For the va r i an t Mirza Jan Manuchihr see M^A., p .127, 
2 . iiL.U-/ v o l . I l l , p . 5 8 6 . 
3 . Kazim, u . l 4 o . in addit ion he has a lso re fe r red to 
Ha'muri, f. 188(b) a t the second p lace . But the name 
is not t h e r e . However, one Mohan Das appears to have 
been k i l l e d f igh t ing aga ins t the Marathas alongwith 
a num]3er of other Mughal o f f i c e r s . I t seems t h a t 
/iohan Das has b-en misread as Manohar Das. 
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R.Y. and 15th Jamada I I , 46 th R.Y. In the 49 th R.Y. 
he i s mentioned as having been d e p r i v e d of h i s rank 
and o f f i c e a t t h e s i e g e of - lakinkera f o r t . Af t e r i t s 
conques t he was appoin ted Q i l S d a r of the f o r t . His 
p rev ious rank of 2500/12oc was r e s t o r e d and a c o n d i t i o n a l 
rank of 300 sawgr a g a i n s t the p o s t of Q i l a d a r i was a l s o 
2 
added t o i t . I have t h e r e f o r e taken i n t o accoun t h i s 
l a s t rank of 2 500/1500 in my t a b l e s . I t i s a l s o found 
t h a t sometimes the ranks of mansabdars in the l i s t s do 
n o t agree wi th t hose a c t u a l l y given in the s o u r c e s . In 
3 - -
such ca se s I h^ve used the c o r r e c t e d r a n k s . Riazuddin 
Muhammad Haide rab5d i (Ho.80 in l i s t A) i s shown ^s ho ld ing 
t h e rank of 4000/^ajt only w h i l e h i s a c t u a l rank was 
4 «• -
4000/3000. The rank or Abdur Rahman B i j a p u r i , Sharza 
Khan (No.91) i s given 3 ,500 /2 ,000 whi le i t was reduced 
5 
t o 2 , 5 0 0 / 1 , 5 0 0 . The rank of Khwaja Barkhurdar , Asbraf 
1 . Akhbafat , 49 th R.Y. 23 J a n u a r y , 1705; n . A . , p . 5 0 1 ; 
i4^murl,~f. 206 ( a ) - ( b ) ; K^K^, I I , (b) , P . 5 3 7 , ' M . U . 
I l l , pp . 64 6-50. ' 
2 . Akbbarat , 7 Z i l h a j , 49th R.Y. (22 riarch, 1705^ . 
3 . Nos. 212, 250 and 444 i n l i s t A. Shiv Singh (No.280) 
in l i s t B has been shown a man^abdar of 2000/1300 . Put 
h i s rank was 1000/500 ( 2 - 3 h r , "~ 
4 . S.D.A., o p « c i t . p . 2 0 , as c i t e d by M. Athar Al i i n 
The Mughal N o b i l i t y , p . 1 8 2 . 
5. S.D.A., p . 7 0 , cf . Mughal N o b i l i t y , p . 1 8 3 . 
JO r 
Khan (Barknurdar J^han) (Mo.152), with reference t o 
se lec ted Documents of "\uranqzeb's Rejqn and Ma'asir-ul 
urnara'is given 2500/2000. But i t ^;as 2000/2000. 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, Indyat Khan (No.476) has been 
l i s t e d in the category of mangabdars of 1000 ^ a t while 
holding the rank of 2000/2000 and the a u t h o r i t i e s 
re fer red to are the ila^asir-ul Uniara' and the English 
Factories , . But in Ma'agir-ul Umara'he is mentioned a 
2 
mansabdar of 1000/100^ and in the English Fac to r i e s 
3 
as Mutasaddi of Curat without the rank of 2000/2 00 0. 
This suggests t h a t the l a t t e r might have been some other 
person and not t h a t mentioned in the i4aasir-ul Unara 
whoiTi I have taken in to account. 
Tn l i s t B Sbdur Razzaq Lari (No.99) holds the 
rank of 4000/3000 , which was given to hirn in 1689. 
5 Later he was promoted to the rank of 4000/4000 in 1692. 
The l a s t rank has be'^n taken in to account in my t a b l e s . 
The rank of Ikhlas Kesh, Ildilas Khan (No.?48) 2500/1000 
has been excluded because Maagir-ul Umara' i t s e l f mentions 
! • S.D.A. p . 74; M^U. I , pp. 206-2C7, a lso T ^ ^ , p . 35. 
Cf. Mughal Kobi l i ty , p .188 . 
2 . Miil* ' ^ol» I I ' PP« 813-18. 
3. William Foster (ed.) English Factories in India, 13 Vols , 
Oxford, 1906-27, vol.~3ci (1661-64J, pp.203, 205. 
(hereafter see S.F.I.). 
-^ S.D.A., p.195. 
5. M.A., p.347. 
lOH 
that this rank was given to him by Bahadur Shah after 
his accession to the throne. The rank of Shiv Jingh 
(No.280) is given 2000/1300 with reference to the 
oelected Documents of Auranqzeb's Reign (p.171). But 
the actual rank mentioned there is 1000/500 (2-3h) 
which I have adopted. Lastly I have added two more 
r r -
persons, one in each list, namely Shaikh Abdul Aziz 
lOian, an Indian Muslim in list A. He held the rank of 
2 
1500/500. In list B I have introduced Hasan Mian, son 
of Jamshed Khan Bijapuri. He was an Indian Muslim and 
held the rank of 1500 gat. '^ 
It may also be pointed out that there are some 
man?abdars whose ranks are not known but who are 
r _ 4 
mentioned as Umara-i Ugam or 'high rank' holders in 
the lists of M. Athar Ali. There are as many as 14 
mangabdars - 2 in list A ( 1 Rajput and 1 Irani) and 
12 in list B (2 Rajputs, 3 Iranis and 7 Marathas)^ -
who have been recorded as 'high rank' holders ±n the 
1. M^J., I, pp. 350-52; Gf. M^., p. 380 where his rank 
in the 39th R.Y. is given 400/150. 
2. M^., II, pp. 686-88. 
3. M^., p.506; IVU., p.48. 
4. Saiyid Murad Ali, Mubarik ^an (No.212 in list B). 
5. Nos. 485 and 486. 
6. Nos. 564-575. 
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category of 1000 zat. They have been assigned that roangab 
while calculating the numerical composition of the 
mangabdars of different racial groups, though it is 
possible that mahy of them held still higher mangab. 
But while calculating the total ranks held the 'high 
rank' mangabdars have not been taken into account because 
their specific sawar ranks are not known. 
Two separate sets of four tables, one set each 
for the periods 1658-78 and 1679-1707 , have been 
prepared to analyse the position and power of different 
racial groups in general and that of Iranis in particular, 
In each set tne first two tables (Nos. 14, 15 and 18, 
19) give the numbers of mangabdars of different racial 
groups and the numbers of Iranis from different regions. 
The other two tables in each set (Nos. 16, 17 and 20, 
21) give the total mangabs held by members of different 
racial groups and by Iranis from different regions. 
As regards the racial categorisation of mangabdars 
the same method of classification, which was adopted for 
the reign of Shahjahan, has been followed here. The 
'Other Muslims' include the Arabs, Abyssinians and those 
1. Tables 14, 16, 18 and 20 constitute set 1 belonging 
to the period 1658-78; and Table 15, 17, 19 and 21 
constitute set 2 belonging to the period 1679-1707. 
lOS 
Deccani Muslims whose origin as Irani, Turani, Afghan 
or Indian Muslim has not been ascertained. Those 
Hindus and Marathas v/ho embraced Islam have also been 
included in this group. Likewise 'Other Hindus' 
include the Nayaks, Nayars and those Hindus who could 
- - - 2 
not have been identified as Rajputs or Marathas. 
Now coming to the analysis of the tables it 
appears that by the close of the first part of Aurangzeb's 
reign (1678) there were 349 mangabdars of 1000 gat and 
above of which 275 or 78.79% were Muslims and 74 or 
21.20/u were Hindus. Among Muslims 87 or 24.92% were 
Iranis, 49 or 14.04% Tur^nis, 39 or 11.17% Afgjians, 28 
or 8,02% Indian Muslims and 72 or 20.63% were 'Other 
Muslims'. It was the Iranis who constituted the largest 
1. Netoji, Muhammad Quli ^ a n (No,5G, List A); Yaswant 
Rao or Baswant Rao Deccani, Kartalab jCian (No.53, 
List A and No.84, List B ) ; Kundaji Deccani (No.379, 
List A and_251. List B) were Marathas who embraced 
Islam. Debi Das, Ikhlas Kesh, Ikfalas I^an (No.248, 
List B) and Jafar I^ jan, Murshid QulI ^Sn, Ka'rtalab 
Khan (No.283, List B) were originally Hindus who 
later on embraced Islam. They all are treated as 
'Other Muslims'. 
Netoji, Muhammad Quli Khan, after serving for 
ten years under the Mughal Empire as a Muslim, fled 
to the Deccan where he re-adopted Hinduism (see 
J.N. Sarkar's House of Shivaji, 3rd ed., Calcutta, 
1955, p.173). 
2. oee List A - Nos. 17, 124, 135, 190, 218, 255, 264, 
482 and List B - Nos. 35, 50, 53,79, 89, 149, 173, 
303, 388, 540 and 563 in the Mughal Nobility, op.cit, 
10') 
section among Muslims as well as in the entire nobility, 
.'^ ong Hindu man?abdars the Rajputs accounted for 4 9 out 
of 74 total Hindu mansabdars. They were equal in 
number to the Tilranis. Thus both Turanis and Rajputs 
formed the second largest groups in the nobility during 
this period. The Rajputs generally held lower ranks; 
thus they numbered 46 or 16.54%, and were in these ranks 
more numerous than the Turanis, The Iranis, on the 
other hand, were more dominant in the higher ranks. 
In the highest ranks their number was 42,85% as against 
31.57/^ among medium rank mangabdars and 22,66% among 
1 
low rank mansabdars. 
By the end of .\urangzeb's reign (1707) there were 
412 mangabdars of 1000 gat and above. Among them 261 
or 53.34% were Muslims and 151 or 36,65% were Hindus. 
Among the Muslims, if the 'Other Muslims' are excluded, 
the Iranis again appear to have constituted the most 
dominant group. They were 6? (i.e. 16.74%) as against 
Turanis 43(10,43%), Afg_hans 25(6,06%) and Indian Muslims 
34(8.25%) , 
It is significant that there was a general 
decline in the composition of Muslim mangaodars vis-a-
vis a corresponding rise in that of Hindu mangabdars 
1. See Table-14. 
l l f l 
as compared to the first part of Aurangzeb's reign. 
In all the three categories of rank holders the Iranis 
are found to have sustained sharp decline. A small 
increase however is noticed in the composition of 
Indian Muslims and 'Other Muslims'. it is curious 
that during the first phase there was no 'Other 
Muslim' and Maratha mangabdar in the category of high 
rank holders, whereas by the close of the second phase 
(i7o7j they numbered 15 each in this category and 
2 
almost in equal numbers in other categories too. 
In the second phase of Aurangzeb's reign tnere 
v/as a sharp increase in the number of Hindu man gab da rs , 
that is, from 21.2u.i at the end of 1678 to 36,65,o 
by the close of 1707. Among the Hindus the Marathas 
constituted the largest group anfl ocapied the most 
dominant position amongst their co-religionists. They 
superseded even the Rajputs who had hitherto been 
the powerful group among Hindus. The number of Marathas 
increased from 19 in the first phase to 91 in the 
second, that is, from 5.44% to 2-^.08%. While the 
Rajputs, being constant in number (49), declined from 
1. They now accounted for 8.25% and 21.84% respectively 
by the end of 1707 while at the close of 1678 they 
were respectively 8.02% and 20.53%. 
2. In the category of medium rank holders they numbered 
16 each, while in the, category of lower rank 
mangabdars 'Other Muslims' were 59 and the Marathas 
60. See Tables-14 and 15. 
in 
1 «• 
14.04% to 11.89/0. The rise of Marathas in the nobility 
of Aurangzeb during the last phase of his reign was 
apparently due to their recruitment in the Mughal service 
at a larger scale. But their number is artificially 
inflated, in Athar All's list, as he himself points out, 
because of the continuous cycles of defections among 
2 Maratha nobles. 
Regarding the composition of various regional 
groups among the Iranis, those who are just designated 
the Khurasanis or'Iraqis together with those whose 
native place is not known form the largest number among 
the Iranis, at the end of each phase of Aurangzeb's 
reign. They were 19(21.83/i) out of the total 87 Iranian 
mangabdars, of 1000 zat and above, by the end of the 
first phase. While at the termination of the seccnd 
phase out of 69 Iranian man^abdars of the same rank 
they numbered 22 (31.88%). This group of 'un-identifled 
Iranis', as designated in our tables, has not been taken 
into account while appraising the position of the 
regional groups of the Iranis. 
Now, an analysis of the regional groups shows 
that the lOjawafis were the most dominant group through-
1. Jee Table-15. 
2. Mughal Nobility, p.30. 
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out the reign of Aurangzeb. At the close of the first 
phase, out of 18 7 Iranian mansabdars of 1000 gat and 
above, the Khawafis were 11 or 12.64%. By the end of 
the second phase they were again 11 in nuinber out of 
69, or 15.94/0. The Qandaharis appear to have been 
the second largest group during the reign of Aurangzeb 
and constituted over lO/o of the total Iranians in each 
phase.Those from Isfah'an and Yazd numbered 8 i.e. 
9.19 each. By the end of the second phase their 
position declined, their number being 3 (or 4.34%) each. 
There was a corresponding rise in those of Sabzwar 
who numbering 6 accounted for 8.69/u at this time. Among 
others who improved their position in the second phase 
mention may be made of the Harvis and Tehranis. Those 
who were either completely dropped out or experienced 
a decline in the second phase were the people from 
Ardistan, Erivan, Gilan, Hamadan, Isfahan, U^shan, Kirman, 
Mashhad, Mazandran and Yazd. While the representation 
of mangabdars from Lar and Tun in the Iranian nobility 
of Aurangzeb appeared for the first time during the last 
2 
phase of the reign. 
Some suggestions may be put forv/ard regarding 
these changes in the strength of the various regional 
1. See Table-18. 
2. See Table-19. 
lU 
groups. Almost all the influential groups were composed 
of Khanazad families. The share of these families in 
mansabs seems to have determined the power and position 
of their respective regional groups at a particular 
time. The larger the share of a family the stroncjer 
appears the group to which it belonged. Thus, fluctuations 
in the composition of different regional groups, at a 
given point of time, are directly rslated to the rise 
and fall in the numerical strength of individual 
families, rather than any conscious desire of the 
imperial court to favour a particular region at the 
expense of another. 
It is possible that owing to the fall of the 
Safavid empire, the pre-occupation of Aurangzeb in 
the Deccan and the large-scale recruitment of the 
Deccanis, the Mughal empire could no longer serve as 
Eldorado for Iranis and Turanis. liven a fall in the 
numerical strength of various l^anazad Iranian 
families now occurred, through the influx of non-
l^anazad elements from the Deccan. If the iCiawafis 
still retained some strength, this, as I^afi IQian 
pointe" out, might have been "owing to Shaikh Mir's 
sacrificing his life in the service of the empgror". 
1. Mughal Nobility, p.17. 
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in recognition of which "the Emperor a (great) patron 
of khanazads - began to bestow great favour on all 
men of Khawaf ... 1' 
The position of total mangabs (as against number 
of holders) is another index of the status of different 
groups in the nobility. The statistics of ranks held 
by the mangabdars of 1000 gat and above, according to 
2 
Athar All's list , amounted to 6,85,000/4,39,850 at 
the close of 1678. Out of this Muslims held 5,54,500/ 
3,56,750 i.e. 80.94/81.10 per cent of the total, while 
the Hindu man^abdars held 1,30,500/83,100 or 19,05/ 
18.89 per cent. 
Among the Muslim groups, the Iranis shared 
largest share of ranks, 28.54% and 29.56% of the total 
aat and sawar ranks. In all the three categories the 
Iranis were holding largest amount of ranks vis-a-vis 
other racial groups in the nobility, but the Irani 
share in the mangabs in the first category was as 
high as 44.87% of zat and 63.51% of sawar. Turanis 
appear to have been the second most pov/erful group 
during the first phase of Aurangzab's reign as they 
accounted for 16.64% of the total zat and 15.51% of 
1. K.K., II, p.72. 
2. See ante p. 100 ^ "<^  ^' 
If) V'^
the total sawar rank at the end of 1678. It may he 
pointed out that the share of 'Other Mudims ' in the 
ranks was higher than that of the riirdnis but the 
'Other Muslims' can not be treated as a specific 
racial group. Turanis were followed by the Afg_hans 
v;ho held 11.60;o and 13.24% of the total zat and sawar 
ranks. The Rajputs came next to the Afghans (holding 
11.45% and 12.36% ranks) but they held 16.12% and 
19.67% of the mansabs in the third category where they 
exceeded the Turanis (12% of §at and 13.90% of sav/ar); 
Afghans (9.45% of gat and 12.05% of sawar) and Indian 
Muslims (7.87% of zat and 5.84/^ of sawar) . 
In the second phase of Aurangzeb's reign the 
Hindu share in the mangabs appears to rise, and that 
of Muslims to correspondingly decline (falling to 64,80% 
of gat and 66.38% of sawar), but this is mainly because 
of the large number of Marathas of shifting loyalties 
in M. Athar Ali' s list Ifor v/hich see above). The 
Iranis who had hitherto been the highest rank holders 
in the Mughal nobility, now held just 16,09% and 16.21% 
of the total gat and sawar ranks which was less than 
that of Marathas who, according to the deceptive nature 
of our statistics, seemingly held 21.82% gat and 1^\84% 
_ 2 
sawar rank at this time. 
1. See Table-16. 
2. See Table-17. 
l is 
The IranTs, for the first time, lost their 
dominant position in the first category, Ealling to a 
mere 8.1,^ of z"at and 11.5% of sawar. In the lower two 
categories,however, they still held primacy of ranks 
followed by Turanis and then, by the Indian Muslims. 
It is interesting that -^-fghans' larger share in the 
category of 5000 sat and above was again due to the 
influx of a large number of Afghans from the Deccan 
where they had served in the Bijapur Kingdom. 
The position of Iranis belonging to different 
regions can be seen in tables 20 and 21 which provide 
mansab statistics for various regional groups. It 
appears from these tables that Khawafis held the 
highest number of ranks among the Iranian groups through-
out the reign of Aurangzeb. By the end of 1678 they 
possessed as much as 28,500 gat and 20,950 sawar which 
was 14.57% and 16.10% of the total 1,95,500 gat and 
1,30,050 sawar rank held by the Iranis. The Qandaharis 
appear to have been the second powerful group in the 
Iranian nobility holding 11.36% and 11.80% of the 
total ^at and sawar ranks. They were followed by those 
from Yazd who accounted for 9,71% and 9.99%. Isfahanis 
(6.90% of gat and 5.38% of sawar) came on the fourth 
1. Cf. Mughal Nobility, p.21. 
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place, while the Tehranis (6.39% of zat and 13,30% 
of sawar) occupied a fifth place. 
During the second phase of Aurangzeta's reign 
again Khawafis held 27,500 zat (17.62%) and 19,400 
sawar (19%) out of a total rank of 1,56,000 gat and 
1,02,150 sawar, held by Iranis. similarly, the Qanda-
haris maintained their strength being the second most 
dominant group. Their combined ranks amounted 20,500/ 
17,200 i.e. 13,14% and 16.83% of the total held by 
Iranis, The people from Yazd and Isfahan, however, 
lost their respective previous status being replaced 
by those from Sabzwar and Herat. The Sabzwaris held 
11.21% of gat and 10.67% of sawar rank. TteHarvis, vi;ho 
occupied the fourth place, possessed 8.33% and 8.8I/0 of 
the total gat and sawar ranks. Tehranis are again 
found to have been holding the fifth position by 
- - 2 
sharing 6.73% of za t and 6.55% of sawar rank. 
I t i s not iced here t h a t although IQjawafis were 
the l a r g e s t and most powerful group throughout 
Aurangzeb's reign a comparison of t h e i r ranks with 
those of o ther Iranian groups, in d i f f e r en t c a t ego r i e s , 
revea ls t h a t they did not enjoy highest pos i t i on in 
1. See Table-20, 
2. See Table-21. 
IIH 
each category. There were other groups too, which 
held equal and e'.en higher number of ranks. For example, 
at the close of 1678, in all the three categories 
of mansabdars/ the sat rank of I^awafis «as equal to that 
of Tehranis (category-a), Yazdis (category-b) and 
Qandaharis (category-c). At the same time the sawar 
rank of ICiawafis was lower than that of the Tehranis, 
Yazdis and Qandaharis. At the end of second phase 
(1707), even the gat rank of the Khawafis v;as lower 
than that of others. In category-a they held 5000/ 
4000 as against 6000/8000 held by Jandaharis and 
7000/7000 held by Harvis. In category-b the total rank 
of W^awafis amounted 10, 000/7, 100^whereas, the Qandaharis 
held 10,500/6,500, the Jabzwaris 11,000/6,200 and 
Tehranis 10,500/6,700. It was only in category-c of 
low ranks that the Khawafis possessed highest number 
of ranks amounting 12, 5 JO sat and 8,300 sav/ar of the 
total rank. It is, therefore to be inferred that the 
lO^ av/afis did not enjoy a very strong position among 
high rank mansabdars. More: inspite of having won the 
confidence of Aurangzeb", they could not have acquired 
the status enjoyed by the above mentioned K^anazad 
families of very high aristocratic repute. 
1. Jee ante p.Jl^ A^lso Cf. Mughal Nobility;, p. 19. 
J19 
Now, at the end of the above survey the sawar-zlt 
ratio of various groups would also be helpful in 
determining the personal status of each group. Between 
Iran is and Turahis, the latter enjoyed a consistently 
better position holding much highsr gat ranks than was 
justified by their sawar ranks. The Iranis, on the 
:)ther hand, were allowed little 'excess' status over 
their military contingent in the second phase by the 
lowering jf their sawar-sat ratio from 66,52% in 1678 
to 65,48% in 1707. Interestingly enough, it was the 
Afghans whose sawar proportion declined from lZ.2iyo 
at the end of 1678 to 64,31% by the end of 1707, thus 
allowing them a larger status over their actual 
military contingent. 
1. See Table-22. 
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CHAPTER - FIVE 
IRAKIS AND THE MAJOR OFFICES 
IN THE MUGjlAL EMPIRE. 
A. SHAHJAHAN 
B . AURANGZEB. 
CHAPTER FIVE 
IRAI^ IANS AND THE MAJOR OFFICES IN_ THE MUQIJAL 
EMPIRE 
( a ) SHAHJAIIAI^  
A s tudy of the major o f f i c e s i n c l u d i n g c e n t r a l 
m i n i s t e r s may he lp us unders tand ing the e x t e n t of in f luence 
exe rc i s ed by the I r a n i s i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n under Shahjahan. 
Separa te l i s t s have been appended to th i s c h a p t e r v/nich give 
a yean ; i s e break-down of the major c e n t r a l o f f i c e s according 
1 
to the r :?c ia l group of the incumbents . These o f f i c e s a r e — 
V a k i l , Wazir or Diwan~i Kul, Mir Ea|ti]shi, Mir Saman, ^adr -us 
^udur, Ii^2lAti_sJh, T)'^^ogh-p-±_ ^i 'pg^ana, Kir T_uzuk, Div;~n-i 
Euyutat, 'Arz-i Mukarrar, Second Ba^jshi, Bakhshi of Ahdis, 
Aljhtabegi, Qarawalbegi, Qurbegl and Qaushbegi. Our information 
is meagre for certain offices as they are casually mentioned 
but for others we have complete entries till the end of 
Shahjahan's reign though, sometimes gaps do occur -^ here as 
well. 
1. These lists have been prepared from M. Athar All's 
Apparatus op.clt, , pp. 95-3^5. The nimibers after each 
entry for reference are the serial numbers given in the 
Apparatus. 
I if] 
Sha l j j jhan ' s prerni-jr I r a n i n o b l e , Asaf Khan, was the 
only v a k i l , and l a s t i n the cijain of successors to t h i s 
o f r i c e , under Slriahjahan as no one was appoin ted to t h i s 
1 
o f f i c e a f t : r Asaf KJ-ian's dea th i n 1 6*+0-1+1 . Af ter h i s 
accesrr. on to the throne Shahjahan appoin ted Asaf Khan to t h i s 
hig.it 'St ijos t (next to the Jimperor) and having awarded the 
2 
man:;ah of 9OOO/9OOO C2-3h), h i t h e r t o unknown, made him the 
ijlp; CLi- "T-Mii ••? of tije cr.'j.ijro. I 'hlr vas j of coiii'Sc, the j o l c 
p i - iv i lc f of Ar^f kh.'n and none achioved each a h i^h rank and 
pos j l jo i i LhToL.cl"OLit. tiie Mughal p e r i o d . 
WAZll LI DL.AI - I ; uL; 
i ' • p|)(..-3rs frop^ th' . i.able tha t out of nine "Llv.'^ n£ or 
WajLij". . ' . L.0 havi keen appoin ted ^".: r.any as s i x were Ir"anls . 
Of the rou.aining t h r e e , two were Ind ian Muslims and one was a 
Hindu. Aiijonf the Ind ian Muslims Hakim Allrauddin Wazir Khan 
_3 
held ofi ' ice very b r i e f l y as he was appoin ted VJazir a f t e r 
Shahjak~n's acces s ion i n 1627-28 and the same year was r eo laced 
by the I r a n i n o b l e , Mir Muliammad Baqar I r a d a t Khan (A'zam Khan). 
1. Ibn Hasan, Ihe J e n t r a l S t r u c t u r e of the Mughal Empire, 
KGW Dolhi (TTepFLnt") 1970', pV Tl^". 
2 . Lahor i , I ( a ) , pp. ISO, 193; S a l i h , I , p . 28^ . 
3 . LahorT, I ( a ) , p . 117. 
•+. I b i J , . , p . 159. 
1 3 1 
Allarni S a ' a d u l l a h Khan held the o f f i ce for about t en years 
from 15 'HV-^6 to 16!;5-56« Among I r a n i a n s *kLaffii Afzal Khan 
Shirazi retained this office for the maximum period of about 
e leven years from 1628-29 t i l l h i s death i n 1638-39. Is lam 
Khan Mashhadi another Irani, then held the office of wizarat 
for the next seven years (till 16^-5-^6), to be succeeded by 
1 
Sa'adullah Khan. In 16^5-56 Rai Raghunath was appointed 
2 
Deputy Uiwan after Sa'adullah Khan's death and held the 
charge of the office fleetingly, since Mir Jumla, Muazzam Khan, 
the celebrated Irani adventurer und statesman was now made 
3 
Diwan-i Kul. 
In t e r e s t i ng ly enough a l l the w a z i r s , Diwans held the 
mansab of ^000 ^ I t a t the time of t h e i r appointment wi th the 
excep t ion of Rai Raghunath (hold ing 1000 z a t ) , who ac ted 
t empora r i ly i n t h i s o f f i c e . This sugges t s t h a t the o f f i ce was 
so elevt i ted t h a t only a noble wi th a minimum rank of ^000 z a t 
was perhaps e l i g i b l e for the pos t of waz i r or Diwan-i Kul. 
1 . Lahor i , I I , , p p . ^30 , '+31, ^ 3 3 . Lahori (Vol. I I , h^O) a l s o 
gives one Mir^Ashraf the son of Mii^ iammad Aslam ho ld ing the 
o f f i c e of Diwan-i Ki;il i n success ion to Is lam jKhan Mashhadi. 
But i t appears tHatTTe d id no t perhaps j o i n the o f f i c e 
and u l t i m a t e l y S a ' a d u l l a h Khan was appoin ted Wazi r - i Kul 
( I b i d . , '+33)» Mo Athar A l l has a l s o not inc luded Mir Ashraf 
i n THe l i s t of C e n t r a l M i n i s t e r s . Cf. Appara tus , p . xxx. 
2 . S i l i h , I I I , pp . 218, 220; E . F . I . , Vol. X, pp. 66 ,67 . 
3 . I b i d . , I l l , 231 ; M.U. . I l l , pp. 530-55. 
}22 
MIR EAL^SLI: 
Tne o f f i c e of Mir BaK;.]3hi ar)ne3rs to havu reiiJiined 
the njonoitoly of I i -an is . Al l the t h i r t e e n Mir Bakhshic of 
Siiahjanan \/ei-o Iranjs, and of these seven belonged to 
I'tlTiod-ad Dou2a's family. Ihc l a t L c r -^ fs I r a d a t !.• "n A'zan. 
Kb'an, ^ ~ u . 1_ '_i~i , .l-3ush3n Zarr.ii' Sa l aba t I JTn , J^tdul Hadi 
Asa l a t Fiian, .Ts';if;ir rh^n , ]_h ' i l i l i i l lah Khan and Bahmany'ar 
I ' t i ~d Khan. Sadiq Khan and Sa l aba t Khan he ld t h i s o f f i c e 
for about e i g h t years and s i x years r e s p e c t i v e l y , I ' t i q a d 
Khan a l s o he ld i t con t inuous ly for about seven years except 
1 
for a s h o r t whi le when he was on leave ov/ing to i l l n e s s . 
Thus I ' t i n i ad -ud Dau la ' s house c o n t r o l l e d the o f f i c e for 2^ 
out of 32 years of Srjahj3h"an's r e i g n . As r ega rds the mansabs 
i t appears t h a t the minirnum rank was lov;er than r e q u i r e d for 
the o f f i ce of Wazir, bu t s t i l l qu i t e h igh . Only n o b l e s , 
ranging from 3OOO to 5OOO z a t , a r e found to have been 
appointed I-lir B_akhshi. 
MIR-1 S A I I N ; 
The office of I'lir Saman was also held, most of the 
time, by Iranis as out of six of them only one, Sa'adullah 
Khan, was an Indian Muslim. He held the office of Mir Saman 
1. Waris, p. 20^; Salih, III, p, 1^3. 
133 
for three years and for the remaining period of about 
twenty-nine years Iranis are found to have been appointed. 
It seems that generally nobles holding a mangab of 2000 to 
3000 aa"t^  were appointed. Mialla 'Alaul Mulk TunI Fa'zil Khan 
v/ho held the rank of 1^00/200 at the time of his appointment 
1 
in 16^ +6 was promoted to the rank of 2000/500 in 16M-7. He 
remained in this office till the end of Shahjahan's reign 
2 
obtaining promotion to the rank of 3000/1000. Shulirullah 
Afzal Khan Shirazi is the only exception of a Mir Saman 
3 
under Sliahajahan who held the rank of ^000/2000 in 162?. 
But his was the shortest term in the office as the next 
year (1628) he was made Wazir being promoted to the rank of 
h 
^000/2500. 
gADR-US gUDUR; 
Of the three gadrs of Sh"ahjahan the most important 
and the only Iranian was Musavi Khan, the remaining two being 
Indian Muslims, Saiyid Jalal Bukhari and Saiyid Hidayat Ullah 
Qadri. Musavi Khan held the office for fifteen years, that 
is, nearly equal to the total tenure of his two Indian 
successors. Musavi Khan's rank in 1627 was 3OOO/750 which was 
1. Lahori, II, pp. ^91-2; Waris, p. 58. 
2. Salih, III, pp. 271, ^ 56. 
3. Lahori, 1(a), pp. 7^, 177; Salih, I, p. 27^. 
If. Ibid. , pp. 229, 257; Silih, I, p. 331. 
5. Ibid, , pp. 181 , 200. 
134 
1 
ra ised to i+OOO/7^0 in 1631. Saiyid J a l a l BuKhavl (previous 
rank ^ -000/700), however, received greater promotions and was 
2 
made a man?abdar of 6000/2000 within a short period of five 
years (16^2-16^6). Saiyid HidayatiLLlah Qadri however had a 
3 
much inferior rank, it being only 1,500/200 in 16^6 and 
k • 
2500/300 in 16^6. 
MIR-I ATISH AKD DAROGHA-I TOPKHAKA: 
Seemingly interchangeable the two terms Mir-i At_ish_ 
and Darogha-i Topk^ana occur in our sources. The two designa-
tions have mostly been considered by modern scholars as synony 
5 
mous. Ishtiaque Husain Qureshi however, gives a somewhat 
different explanation saying that the artillery was under 
1. Lahori;[(a), ^ 08; 1(b), p. 297. 
2. Ibid., II, pp. 316, 351, ^ 22, If79, 511, 627. 
3. Waris, p. 7. 
k. Sa l ih , I I I , p . if57; Apparatus, No. S6762. 
Jadunath Sarkar puts the gunners (or a r t i l l e r y men proper) 
and musketeers (bandug- chi ) under one branch-Fire-arms men, 
and says_that "Both these sect ions were under one head ca l l ed 
the M r Atjsh or Darogha-i topkjjSna and drew the i r munitions 
from one department". (Mughal_Administration, 5'th e d i t i o n , 
Calcutta 1963, p . 20M-). See also I rvine TThe Army of the 
Indian Moghuls, New Delhi , 1962, p. 15^) for a simiTaf viev/. 
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the Ll-t^-i Htish and in addi t ion there were several other 
of fie rs atLached to the a r t i l l e r y of whom tneto was a 
1 
darogha V.MO ass i s t ed the mir-i a t i sh in his executive du t ies . 
This viov; seems j u s t i f i e d , for when we try to l i s t ofi ' icers 
with ti.ese designations under Sh'ahjdhan, i t becomes c lear 
tha t Ujoy held tv/o separate o f f i ces , with the mir a t i sh 
2 
generally enjoying higher ranks. 
The Administration of the Mughal Empire, Reprint_,Patna, 
WJ^, p . 129. ~~ 
There r.re, however, some d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s ing out of 
staL'iiiients in our t e x t s , For_example, a f t e r the death 
of Khidmat Paras t Khan (Mir Atish) Ihtimam than was 
appointed Darogha-i topki}5ria iriT629» In 1 632 he was 
appointed Mir Atish. The l a t t e r again was succeeded 
in 1639 by Zul f iq i r Khan as Darogha-i t o p ^ a n a . 
In 16^2, in succession to Ghazanfar the son of I lahvardi 
Khan, Murshid Quli was appointed Darogha-i topMiana but 
the next year (16^3)} he i s mentioned as Mir Atisho 
SiiTiilarly, Mungmmad Qasim, son of Ilashim Khan, held the 
office of Mir Atish ;md Kotwalship of the royal camp 
(Mir Atishi wa Kotwal£-i Urdu-i Mu'alla) in 16^5? wnen 
in 1 6^6" he was sent to Balkij Muzaffar Husain was appointed 
in ills p lace , as parogj^a-i top^jijana and Kotwal of the 
royal camp. The two off ices are however, found to have 
been occupied simultaneously by two d i f fe ren t persons a t 
the same tiiiie, _In_16^9 Muhammad Qasim Qasim Kiian held 
the office of Mir Atish while ivbdul Baqi, son of Mir 
Muliammad Isfahani held the post of Darogha-i topklaana. 
13B 
M i r - i A t i sh DarogJaa-i Topkhana 
1 . Raza Bahadur, Khidinat 
P a r a s t Khan(x) 250O/1500 
2 . K h a l i l u l l a h Khan(I) 
2000/1 000 
1. Ihtimam Khan(Ind.M.) 
1000/250 
2 . Z u l f i q a r lOfan ( I ) 
3 . Murshid Qiili Khan(I) 
h, Muhammad Qasim 
Mu'tamad Hban. 
Qasim m3an(l)lf000/i+000 
5. J a ' f a r , Barqandaz Khan(I) 
1 500/600 
3 . Ghazanfar ( I ) 8OU/1+OO 
h, Murshid Quli Khan ( I ) 
5. Muzaffar Husain (1)1000/^00 
6. Muhammad Murad yaldoz(T) 
7. 'Abdul Baqi (I) 9OO/6OO 
8. Khwaja Rahmatullah, 
Sarbuland'Khan (T) 
Therefore,it appears that Mir Atish and Darogha-i-
Topkhana were two different officers or the latter sometimes 
acted on "behalf of the former (being his assistant) whenever 
he was av/ay on a military expedition. As many as five Mir-
Atish are known to have been appointed during Shahjahan's 
reign. Among them the racial group of one is not known; all 
the other four were Ir"anis. Similarly, among the Daroghas of 
top khana« eight in all, as many as five were Iranis, two were 
Turanis and one Indian Muslim. The Iranis thus held both 
these offices in the artillery for the longest period during 
Shahjahan's reign. 
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MIR TUZUK; 
1 
Mir Tuzuk (or master of ceremonies), occurs in the 
chronicles as an important central officer. His main fimc-
tion was to maintain order at the court and to control the 
crowd of visitors at the tinie when the emperor gave public 
audiences or when he was on march. Surprisingly enough, 
modern authorities on Mughal administration have largely 
neglected this important office. In his 17th R.Y. (16^ +3) 
Shahjahan, having fovind one Mir Tuzuk \mable to perform his 
duties effectively, expanded the office by adding three more 
Mir Tuzuks. The mangabs of the Mir Tuzuks varied from 1000 
sat and 2000 gat, though before 16^3, two held ranks below 
3 ^ 
1000 zat and one above 2000 zat. Till 16^ +3, when only one 
Mir Tuzuk was appointed at one time, seven persons are known 
to have been appointed as Mir Tuzuks under Shahjahan. Of 
these five were Iranis, one was a Turani and one remains 
unidentified. Thus in the first phase, when one Mir Tuzuk 
was appointed, the office remained for the maximum period in 
the hands of Iranis. 
1. II. Beveridge in M.U. translates it as Master of 
Ceremonies, court chamberlain and Provost Marshal. 
2. Lahori, II, p. 3^0. 
3 . They a re Mir Khan, 900/200 and K h a l l l Beg, 500/^0. 
h. He i s Raza Bahadur Ktiidmat P a r a s t Khan, 2500/1^00. 
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During the second phase (after 16U-3), ov/ing to the 
multiplicity of persons holding the office, the fifteen 
years savr as many as twenty-one persons as Mir Tuzul^ .s. 
Out of these eleven v/ere Iraxiis, and five Turanis. Of the 
rest, two were Indian Muslims, one Afghan, two remain un-
identified. 
It is significant that throughout the second phase 
though the Iranis predominantly occupied the office of 
Mir Tuzuk, there is not a single year in which a Turani is 
not foimd as Mir Tuzuk. This constant representation of 
Turanis in the Tuzuk department was an important feature 
of Shohjahan's reign. 
DIWAI-j-I BUYUTAT: 
The l i s t of incumbents of t h i s office i s p r a c t i -
ca l ly complete t i l l the 30th year; and i t i s l i k e l y t ha t 
M i^am/nad Sal ih Kirmani who held the office in the 30th year 
continued t i l l the end of the reign. The l i s t shows tha t 
in the period of three decades, there were ninePiwan-i -
Buyutat of whom six were I r a n i s , two Hindus and one Indian 
Muslifflo Among the I r an i s Makarmat Khan, Mulla Murshid 
Shirazi held the office for about e ight years (from 162? 
to 163b) with a shor t break when Qazi Muhammad Sa ' id 
Karharudi was Diwan-i Buyutat. Rai Mukand Das held th i s 
I3JI 
office for the longest period of about thirteen years 
(from 16^2 to 16^^), he was succeeded by Muhaimnad Salih 
IQiawafi, who was soon succeeded by Mir Ja'afar Astarabadi. 
The latter was replaced by Muhamiriad Salih Kirmani in 1656. 
It is interesting that Rai Mukand Das, who held 
the office of Buyutat for the maximum number of years, 
held the lowest rank (5OO/IOO) as against those of his 
predecessors in this office. The ranks of his three 
successors are, however, not known. Here again, the 
tendency to assign a higher mangab to Irani officers, 
compared to Indians, is manifest. 
'AR?-I MUKAKRAR: 
The list of officers of Arz-i Mukarrar is not 
complete as the appointments in this office are knov/n for 
seventeen years only. In all ten persons are known to have 
held this office. Of these as many ^ s eight v;ere Iranis 
and the rests were Indian Miislims. Man?abdars between 
1000 zat and 1+000 zat are found to Lave been appointed to 
this office. 
SBCOKD BAKHSHI; 
As many as twelve persons are known to have been 
appointed Second Bajjjshi during the reign of Shahjahan. 
Among them only one was a Turani, while the remaining 
i;n 
eleven no:-'^ I r a i d s . lo j ' o : F-a'liru idin Ai nnd T'>rbiyit i. i n , 
tlj.', ciily Tu ran i , iiela t . i i s o'fic(5 for about one year onl^ , 
so 1. -iL the I r a n i s r e i l l y held a monopoly of appointments 
to i t . The ranks of tno Incuiiibont': ranged from 2000 to 
>+000 z a t . I t was, tlior'^fuj-o, an o f f i c e of some s t a u u s . 
This was a-iparently an i n f e r i o r ofTice as lov/or 
grade iiian;?abdars a re known to nave beeii appointed to i t . 
Ti>jir ranks v a r i e d from !;,00 to 1^00 z a t . With the excep-
t i o n of a few pe r sons , the aopointees were g e n e r a l l y 
allo^-'c to r e t a i n t h i s o f f i c e for a pe r i od of one or tv;o 
ye a'S .it the most. Gome times w i th in a y e a r , two or Lnrec 
p r ,v.ns a re known to tiave been appointed one af to i tue 
o t : c r . I n 163^ I'ii"^ Abdul Had! Asa l a t U..an v/as appoii-tod 
Bai^^iii of Ahdis i n s u c c e s s i o n to abdur liahrnan, son of 
Sadio ^ l a n , soon to be r ep l aced by Mir Ivhan. Some tlrr.cs 
Ljorc t,ii. n one persons appear i n a year ho ld ing t h i s p o s t . 
T.ii^ uocoraes very confusing as the c h r o n i c l e s do not c l j r i f y 
Wij ^ Li I- onu i s beinf ap jointed i n success ion to the o t c r 
o: U/o persons were ho ld ing the same o f f i c e a t a t ime. 
1. La.ioj'i, I ( b j , p . 67-
2. Ibi.g. , p . 101 . 
m 
1 
For iu^taiiCG, i n \'^^l two Q~^i TJluir Acaf K1_."ni and U~J\XL 
o ' *• * 0 
Uaj.n a re both iieutloncd ac nold in t l i i s pos t . I n 16^6 
ijii'-'LJ cisan a r a i n uinir irs wj th Sh ^ l in Muk'.lrir K i 'n and 
in 16^-7 witn I^LIU i f a t UjTia -aid 'Ac a r l ; xn 16^8 l.iJri-1 u^san 
5 
ai ij f^ lri tn io noot. I t ifKj / b'^  ar 'i'r t h a t nroi ' j l y 
i.u'iii asan wac: a .lOiiited as M r Lal_uo..i of Aijdi.: ajid A2 
o ^ <• 1 I roG pGj:-;3cn_. V/OT ^ ^^  lOintGd ac 3'-cond bai-'.i._j_^ _i of 
_ 6 ' 
AjCt'c. Anolner sour-ce of c r n l u s j o n xz thf an-Join^iiA it oT 
-T'" _ 7 
i,xf iLi'ihim Husain ' l u t a f a t ju..in in l 6 r ^ - ' 3 . For jn 1 6 ^ 1 -
•;? ._. J id BanadL«r '^ oii of 3-ii id Sallbcxt KiTan lel ' AI'^ c^t 
8 
of Ll^-^^ii °^ Axjdis, .^ nd i t '.;as he WPO was r e ^ i j c d Ly 
f - < • - _ _ -
iGii- l i ueg (orobaLlv the jon oP Ail {cardan lu^an A 3 r - u l 
9 
bii. J a' Ln 1 6',^^. 
1. S l - i n , I I , po ^ ' 9 . 
2. JL3 IQ , p . ^ 6 S '^'» Athar A l l however, does no t record 
tl e."e two o f f i c e r s under t h i s yea r . See Appara uus, 
g i : . o i t . 
3 . La . jor i , I I , po ^-5^; S a l i h , I I , p . ^9C. 
h. I b i d . , 6 3 ^ , 752; War is , p . 6; S a l i h , I I , 517,518. 
5. S a l i h , I I I , p . 66. Both Lahori and Waris. do n o t mention 
t i ' i s appointment . 
6. VJe f ind some persons be ing appoin ted as 2nd Ba^ihshi of 
Alidis. For example i n 1 652 Muhainrnad Amin Bakhshi of 
6]:iag;ird Pesha was a l s o e n t r u s t e d v/ith the o f f i ce of 2nd 
Balv£shi of Al:idis (Waris ,189); i n 16^3 Muhammad Ibrahim son 
of TShir I$ fahan l was appoin ted 2nd Bakhshi of Ahdis 
(Wari§, 215) ; i n 1 6^ +^ Qazi 'Arif Kashmiri was appoin'ted 
2nd Bak^shl of Alidis ( S a l i h , I I I , p . 192)and i n 1655 i^ e 
was r e p l a c e d by mSTa'mmad J a ' a f a r son of Muqim Khan(Waris, 
p . 312f S a l i h , i n ; p . 213) . 
7. Waris , p . 2lf9; h.U. , I I I , p . 611. 
8o Apparatus No. S 5 -^1-0. 
9. S a l i h , I I I , p . 271 . 
'1 U 
Any way out of the sixteen Bakhshis_ of Ahdis, 
known to have been appointed during Shahjahan's reign, 
_ 1 
seven v/ere Iranis, two Turanis, two Indian Muslims and 
one Hindu. Of the rest the racial identity can not be 
established. Their ranks ranged from 5OO to 1500 aat. But 
the rank of Qazi 'Arif Kashmiri, who was second Bakhshi 
2 
of Aljdis, was as high as M-OOO/2000 in 1655. It may also 
be pointed out that the Iranis, though in greater number, 
could not hold the office for long periods. Their average 
tenure was less than two years. Among those who held the 
office for a long period were Ibrahim Husain Marahmat Kl_jan 
(possibly Irani) who held it for about four years (1627-30)? 
^alil Beg, a Turani, remained in this office more than 
three years, and Saiyid Bahadur, an Indian Muslim, enjoyed 
the longest tenure, in spite of a possible short interrup-
tion when Mir Ibrahim Husain Multafat Khan held the office. 
The fact that the tenures of Iranis were relatively 
short may, however, be due to the simple reason that promo-
tions came faster to them. Thus Abdur Rahman was made 
Ar?-i Mukarrar in 1636. Mir Abdiil Hadi Asalat 2i?an, who 
1. M. Athar Ali counts three as he has identified Muzaffar 
iiusain (S h663) a Turani. While he was Muzaf far Husain 
Fedai Khan A'zam Kh"an Koka; a brother of Kian-i Jahan 
Ba'.adur Zafar Jang Kokaltash the son of Mir Abul Ma'all 
Ktawafi." 
2. Waris, p.272; Cf„ Apparatus Ko. S 6331, p. 291. 
3. Laiiori, iCb) 23^ where his appointment as Arz-i Mukarrar 
is mentioned as having ceased which suggests that he v/as 
appointed sometime earlier. 
la 
succGGdGd Abdur Rahman as Eakhshi of Ahdls in 163^, v^ as 
soon appointed ^ubedar of Delhi in succession to Baqir 
Khan Ilajm Sani. Mir Khan was later on assigned additional 
" " _ 2 ~ 
o f f i ce of Mir Tuzuk. Shamsuddin Mukhtar Khan was appo in ted 
3 
Bai:J.js;ii of the Deccan i n 16^7> and Muzaffar Husain (Fedai 
^" 
Khan Koka) was made Bakhshi of Kabul i n 1650. 
A^TABEGI: 
The author of Ma'a§ir-ul Umara' points out that this 
was so important an office that none but very trusted persons 
were appointed to it. Out of fourteen Akjitabegis of Shahjahan's 
reign eleven were Iranis; this shov/s then that Iranis 
especially enjoyed Imperial trust. The ranks of the 
inciuubents ranged from 1000 to 3000 zat. 
QARAU'AL BEGI; 
The post of Qarawalbegi (Chief huntsman) is singular 
in that only Iranis were appointed to this post throughout 
the reign of Shahjahan. It is also interesting that all the 
Qsrawalbegis are Khanazads belonging to highly reputed 
1. Laborl 1 (b) 87, 2 t u . 
2. J b i a . , 10^; QasMini, f. 3 5 0 ( a ) ; a l s o Apparatus Ko.S 11^+2 
p . 132. 
3 . VIoris, p . 3 1 ; Appara_t_us_, llo. S.M-3 -^&, p . 229. 
h, S a l i h , I I I , p . 1 3 ^ ; Appara tus , l^o. S ^^62, p . 262. 
>• M«Uv,I(b), p . 392. 
6. This l i s t i s no t comple te . 
1 1 4 
families of the empire. The post remained in the faiuily 
of I lahvardi Khan for a very long period. I lahvardi Khan 
held the office during the f i r s t ten years of Sn'ahjahan's 
reic-n v;- i l e his son J a ' a f a r held i t for the l a s t ten 
1 
yeors. With the exception of Mir Salih (rank ^00/80) -che 
ranks of the appointe3s were generally betv/een 1000 to 
3000 za t . 
QUI-iB.:.GI (Keeper of Arsenal) ; 
Apparently another important Central office to 
which mostly the I ran is are foimd to have been apuointed. 
2 
From the ^th RoY, (1631) t i l l the end of Shahjahan's reign 
as many as eight Qurbegis were appointed. Among them 
Sardar Khan was the lone Turani. I t i s i n t e r e s t i ng tha t 
among tlie I r a n i s , except for Mirza Lahrasp Klian, the r e s t 
vevQ r e l a t ed to or belonged to the house of I'tiraadud Daula. 
Tlmr ranks again ranged from 1000 to 3000 za t . 
1. See the list of Qaravmlbegis. 
2. For the first four years appointm.ents are not known. 
•1 <) 
QAUSi U.M1 (Chief Falconer) ; 
Although Dossibly a la rgely t i t u l a r of f ice , those 
a^jijoiiiteci to i t usually hold zat ranks ranging from 1^00 
to ^FOOO. Appointments for the f i r s t s ix years are not 
kno\;n; for the remaining period of 2^ years a t o t a l of 
eight Qaushbegis are known, of whom five v;ere I ran i s ana 
Uiree Turanis. All the Ira'nis belonged to es tabl ished 
Ir i i i ion families and were re lu ted to the house of 
I ' t imad-ud Daula. Hov/ever, Qubad Knan a Turani held tue 
1 
longes L tenure, of as many as tv/elve continuous ye-irs. 
1. Soo the l i s t of Qaushbegis. 
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( t ) AURAI-iGZEB: 
VJe f ind a cont inuance of the predominance of the 
I r a n i s i n most of the o f f i c e s under Aurangzeb. This can he 
seen from the l i s t s of major o f f i c e s appended t o t h i s 
Chapter where a yearwise break down of the major C e n t r a l 
o f f i c e s , accord ing to the r a c i a l group of the incumbents , 
has been g iven . Like the r e i g n of Shahjahan, here t o o , the 
l i s t s of c e r t a i n o f f i c e s are incomple te . Our in format ion 
has been de r ived from the h i s t o r i c a l works as we l l as the 
A^iVbarat. Our l i s t s a r e more e x t e n s i v e than those of S i r 
1 
j aduna th Sa rka r . The two e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o f f i c e s of Qa?;i-ul-
^uggat ( the Chief J u s t i c e ) and Hujitasib ( the Censor of 
m o r a l s ) , given by Sa rka r , have , however, been excluded from 
our l i s t s as they appear to have been the e x c l u s i v e monopoly 
of the n o n - I r a n i a n incumbents . 
WAZIR OR DIWAN-I-KUL; 
The office of the Wazlr or Dlwan-1 Kul, throughout 
Aurangzeb's reign, appears to have been the sole monopoly 
2 
of the Iranis. Out of seven persons, known to have held 
1. History of Aurangzeb, Vol. Ill (Reprint), Orient Longman 
Ltd. , Bombay, 19V2, pp. 1+0-^ 6. 
2. Cfo Sarkar, 0£.crt., ppo ^-O-^U, where he_,gives only four 
person^ and 3oes not mention Murshid Quli Khan and Multafat 
Kiian in 1658 before the coming of Ja'far Khan; and 
Bahraii.and Khan who had acted as deputy Wazir in the absence 
of Asad Khan from 1691-92 to 1693-9^. 
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this post there were as many as six Iranis. The only non-
Irani, Raja Raghunath had worked in the office of Wazarat 
since Shahjahan's time acting as deputy (.na'ib) or assistant 
(peshdast) of the Chief Diwan. Under Aurangzeb he was 
first assistant (pesbdast-i Diwan) of Ja'far Khan the wazir 
1 2 
in 16!?S. When the latter was appointed as ?ubedar of Malwa 
he was n.ade deputy wazir. He was succeeded by Fazil K^ ian 
Tuni in 1662-63; but the latter died just after 16 days and 
finally Ja'far Khan, being recalled from Malwa, was re-
appointed Wazir. Ja'far Khan remained in this office till 
his denth in 1670 and then for the next six years (1670-1676; 
there v;as apparently no wazir Asad Khan being designated 
deputy dlwaho Asad Khan, however, resigned in 1673 and was 
reappointed as the wazir in 1676. During this period two more 
Iranis — Ama"nat Khan (Mirak Moin-ud Din), the Diwan-i ^alisa 
and Ja'far Beg, Kifayat Khan the diwan-i tan jointly made 
- _ 3 
deputy divans. Asad Khan is found to have held the office 
of Wazir for the largest period of about 30 years from 1676 
till 1707 except for a short interval in 1692 to 1693 'when 
during his absence on the Jinji campaign Bahramand Khan (his 
son-in-law) acted as his deputy diwan. 
1. Sarkar, Op.cit. , p. h^, 
2. Kazim, Op.cit., pp. 125-26. 
3. M.Ao, pp. 125-26. 
' <J 
I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t , except fo r a few years when 
Raja Raghunath, and Alaul Mulk F a z i l Khan h e l d the o f f i c e , 
o r t h e r e was no wazir a t a l l , Wazlrship remained for the 
maximijin pe r iod of Aurangzeb's r e i g n i n the hands of the 
1 
s i n g l e family of Sadiq Khan - the Mir Batiijshl or more 
p r e c i s e l y i n the house of I ' t i m a d - u d Daulao 
MIH BAKIISHI: 
There were th ree Bakhshis under Aurangzeb with a 
f o u r t h for the Ahdis (mir baklishi of a h d i s ) . The f i r s t or 
c h i e f bakjishi was known as Bal;U3Shl-i Awwal o r Mir Bakl^shi 
whi le the o t h e r two were designated as the second ( b a ^ s h i -
i duvjum) and the t h i r d (bal;chshi-i siwvmi) ba^^shis_. Cur ious ly 
enough the term b a k h s h i - u l Kulk, as occurs f r e q u e n t l y i n 
the contemporary documents, appears to have been used i n d i s -
c r i m i n a t e l y fo r the f i r s t , second and t h i r d b a l ^ s h i s . I n 
such cases the s p e c i f i c o f f i c e s of the inciombents have been 
a s c e r t a i n e d from t h e i r d i s t i n c t r e s p e c t i v e d e s i g n a t i o n s 
found e l sewhere . 
1 . §adiq Khan was a nephew and the son- in - l aw of I ' t imad-
ud Daula. 
2 . I t may be po in ted out t h a t t he re was no 3rd bal;£]ashi 
under Shahjahan as sugges ted by Ibn Hasan, O p . c i t . , 
p . 230; and no. i+th b a j ^ s h i under Aurangzeb as given 
by J agd i sh Narain Sarkar (Mughal P o l i t y , D e l h i , 198^+, 
p . 11H-). 
17!) 
As many as eleven m±r b a ^ s h i s are known to have 
been appointed during Aurangzeb's re ign. Of these eight 
were I r a n i s , and two Turani while one remains unident i f ied . 
I t may be pointed out that the t o t a l teniure of a l l the 
three non-Iranian mir ba^ibshis was about f ive years while 
for the remainder of the period the post remained in the 
hands of I r a n i s . Our tables show tha t Bahramand Khan held 
the office of mir bakhshi for a period of over ten years 
(J\3ly 1692 to November 1702). Miiharamad Amin Khan, son of 
Mir Jumla, had the next longest tenure a f t e r Bahramand Khan, 
of about e ight years (from January 1659 to December 1667). 
Among the o the r s , Asad Ktjan (from Feb, 1671 to Oct. 1676), 
Ashraf Khan (from January 1681 to September 1686), Ruhullah 
Khan (from September 1686 to July 1692) and Zulfiqar Khan 
Nusrat Jung (from Nov. 1702 to 1707) each continued as 
mir bakhshi for more than five years . The ranks of those 
who held the office ranged from 3000 to 6000 za t . 
As re.^ards the second and th i rd bakhshis , our l i s t s 
are incomplete especia l ly tha t of the t h i rd ba^ i sh i . I t 
appears tha t out of the nine second b a ^ s h i s as many as 
seven were I r an i s and the remaining two-Hin^mat Khan Mir *isa 
and Sarbuland Khan - were Turanis whose t o t a l tenure 
amounted to four years. Thus the post of the second bakhshi 
a lso was most of the time held by I r a n i s . Moreover, most 
177 
of these 1110111111361113 belonged to I ' t imad-ud -Da i i l a ' s family 
or to f a m i l i e s which were r e l a t e d to i t through mar r i ages . 
Such V7crc Asad Khan, Ruhul."! ah Khan I and h i s son Ruhullah 
Khan I I (Khanazad Khan) and Bahramand jChan. Of these Asad 
Khan, a grand son of Sadiq Khan (from mothe r ' s s i d e ) and 
Bahramand Khan another grandson of Sadiq Khan (from f a t h e r ' s 
s i d e ) s u c c e s s i v e l y he ld the pos t of second bak^jshi fo r a 
per jod of as many as seventeen y e a r s , of which Asad Khan's 
s i n g l e t enure was of twelve y e a r s . The second l o n g e s t 
t enure was of Ruhullah Khan's family whose two members he ld 
t h i s pos t for over two y e a r s . Mukhlis Khan, son of Saf 
Shikan Khan, had the next longes t pe r i od a f t e r Asad Khan 
(over e i g h t y e a r s ) . 
The l i s t of t h i r d bakhshis i s very in -comple te and 
only f i ve persons a re l i s t e d . Among them only one- Himmat 
Khan Mir ' I s a was a Turahi and the r e s t were Ira"nis . Thus, 
I r a n i s seem to dominate i n t h i s o f f i c e t o o . I t appears 
t h a t , both the 2nd and 3rd baklishis he ld equal ranks ranging 
between 2000 t o ^000 z a t . 
I 78 
MIB ATISH m DAROGUiA-I TOP KHAM 
Unlike the preceding reign, under Aurangzeb the 
offices of Mir Atish and Darog^a-i top.l^ jana appears to he 
1 
identical, occuring as inter-changeahle terms. In all 
there were fourteen mlr atish or darog^as of the top Miana; 
of these thirteen were Iranis, The fourteenth, Saiyid 
Ghairat Clzzat) Khan, remains unidentified; but he held 
2 
the office for a very short period in 168?. The office of 
mir atish thus appears to have been the monopoly of the 
Iranis throughout Aurangzeb's reign. The period for which 
the office was held was normally 3 "to 5 years. Azam Khan 
Koka, Fedai Khan held it for six years (1661-1667); and 
Shuja'at ^an Ra'adandaz Beg for seven years (1667-7^); 
Qamaruddin Mukhtar Kiian for five years (1690-1695); "but his 
cousin Tarbiyat Khan Miiharamad Khalil, son of Darab Khan, 
held for the longest period of eleven years (1697-1707). 
Darab Khan's own tenure was three years (1676 to 1679). 
The office of mir atish thus remained in the family of 
Mukhtar Khan Sabzv/ari for the maximum period of ninteen years 
during Aurangzeb's reign., Officers appointed mir atish of 
Aurangzeb generally held man?abs from 2000 to ^ 000 zat. 
1. Of. T.U. (Eng. trans) Op.cit. , passim, invariably gives 
darogj^ a-i toplchana whereas other authorities mention both 
mir atish and dSrogha-i topk^ana. 
2. M.A. ^ >.a^l. 
1 7'.) 
MIR SAI'-j^I^  OR KIJAM^  SAMN 
There were nine Khan Saman under Aurangzeb and all 
of them were Iranis. They were generally medium rank 
mangabdars holding between 2000 and 3000 aat. Mulla Alaul 
Mulk Tuni Fazil Oian, however, reached the rank of 5000 zat 
in this office. Interestingly enough Fa?;il Khan had continued 
in this office since Shahjahan's reign and served under 
Aurangzeb for about six years till his death in 1 663• His 
nephew Fazil Khan I'timad Khan served as Mir Saman for the 
longest period of nine years, from 1688 to 1697. Taus the 
family of Fazil Khan TunI retained the post of Mir Saman for 
a maximum period of fifteen years. The tenures of Ruiiullah 
Khan I (tv/o years - 1676 to 1678) and his son Khanazad Klian 
Ruhiillah Khan II (seven years - 1697 to 170'-r) spanned nine 
years. Another Mir Saman whose tenure also extended for about 
nine years (1678-87) was huhamrnad All Khan the son of Hakim 
Baud Taqarrub Khan. Both Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan (from 
June 1663 to March 1670) and Ashraf Khan. Mir Muhamiaad 
Asnraf (from March 1670 to November 1676) also served for a 
pei'lod of about seven years each. 
MIR TUZUK; 
The list of Aurangzeb's Mir Tuzuks is very incoMplGte; 
some appointments are probably not mentioned at all; and 
there is possibility of confusion between the MirJTuzuK and 
officers known as the first M r Tuzui^  and second Mir Tuzu.:. 
ign 
An nrmy as 32 Mir Tuzul^r. a re known to us from the 
sources of Aurangzeb's t ime. Of these 18 were I r a n i s and 
7 T u r a n i s ; of the rerr.aining seven, the r a c i a l an tecedan t s 
a rc no t knov/n. I t may be i n f e r r e d from the a v a i l a b l e da ta 
t h a t I r a n i s furnisi ied most of the Mir Tuzulis tnroughout 
Aurangzeb ' s r e i g n . Genera l ly they h e l d ranks of 1 [^ 00 to 
2000 z a t . 
§ADR-IJS ^UDUR; 
Like Musavi Khan, the chief gadr under Shahjahan, 
Mirak Sriaikh of Herat was the only Iranian who v/as appointed 
to this high religious office by Aurangzeb, and his tenure 
v:as rather short being less than two years (from March 1660 
to Ijovember 1661 ). The ofTico of ^ adr under Aurangzeb 
appears to have been mostly held by the Turanis and the 
Indian Muslims, as out of the remaining seven chief gadrs 
four were Turanis and the rest Indian Muslims. It will be 
seen from our tables that for the period of about nine 
years (1689-97) no ^adr v/as appointed as no record is traced 
from the chronicles. The gadrs under Am^angzeb were medium 
rank mangabdars as they are found holding ranks from 3000 
zat to ^ -000 zat. 
.1'-; i 
BAKnSIII OF AHDIS; 
As iDariy as 1 7 baklislds of al.idis have bo^cn rcconiGd 
i l l our l i s t s ; s t i i i the re a re gaps of ycors for v/iaicii 
appointments a re not knowHo Out of the 17 b a k ^ s h i s , as 
iiiany as e leven were I r a n i s . Sometimes the pos t of bakrishi 
of al.idis was ass igned t o g e t h e r wi th o t h e r o f i ' i c e s . For 
i n s t a n c e , i n 1661 Mir Ibrahim Husain MultafaL Khan v;as 
r 
made baliliLShi of ahd is i n a d d i t i o n to Mir Tuzuk; and i n 1699 
Khuda Banda Khan, i n a d d i t i o n to h i s p o s t of b a ^ i s h i of 
2 
a l jd i s , V7as made div/an-i b u y u t a t . The bakhshis_ of a n i l s 
were g e n e r a l l y low-mediiim mansabdars ho ld ing g e n e r a l l y 
ranks of below 2000 z a t . 
DIWAU~I BUYUTAT: 
The o f f i c e of diw_an~i b u y u t a t seems to have b"en 
e q i a l i n s t a t u s to t h a t of bakjishi of ahdis as i t s ho lde r s 
too a re found to be ho ld ing ranks below 2000 z a t . I n a l l 
f o u r t e e n d i v a n - i b u y u t a t have been l i s t e d by u s . Of "cnese, 
I r a n i s a re again found in m a j o r i t y , c o n t r i b u t i n g os inuny as 
1 . Kozim, p . 593. 
2o AliJQbarat, ^-3rd R.Y. , 3 May, 19 October and 16 hovernber, 
l 6 9 9 r M o A . , pp. 382, 386. 
ten . The I r^n i s seom to have general ly held the office 
for th ree years or more, with only a few exceptions. Hakim 
Ziauddin Rahmat Khan (1661-166^'), Hakim MuJrisin Khan son of 
Hakim Sal ih Shirazi (1 68>+-1 688), and Mir Husain Amanat Khan 
Khawafi (1692-1696) held t h i s office for about five years 
each; while Mir Imad-ud Din Rahmat Khan, a son-in-law of 
Khalifa Sul tan, held the office of diwan-i buyutat for the 
longes t period (about twelve years , from 1666 to 1678). 
AKHTABII:GI (MSTER OF THE HORSE): 
Insp i t e of as many as s ixteen persons holding th i s 
off ice have been l i s t e d here , a number of gaps e x i s t in our 
l i s t of appointments, since we have no information for some 
yea r s . Ruhullah Khan was appointed t h r i c e , and each of 
Mughal Khan and Abdur Rahim Khan twice. Out of the s ixteen 
a l ^ t a b e g i s , ten were I r a n i s , three Turanis and one Indian 
Muslim; the remaining two are unident i f ied . Though the 
post was reputed to involve work of a conf ident ia l nature 
the incumbents appear to have been t ransfer red ra ther 
rap id ly from the pos t s , generally within two or three years 
a f t e r appointment. But some of the I r an i s did r e t a i n the 
office of aMjtabegi for longer per iods . Sultan Husain 
I f t ik i ia r Khan and h i s brother Multafat Kiian successively 
served as a ^ t a b e g i s for about e igh t years . Their cousin 
1S3 
Ruhullah Khan's total tenure was about seven years. Darab 
• 1 _ _ 
Khan, son of Mukhtar Khan Sabawari, and his nephew Qamar-
uddin Mukhtar Khan might have held the office for longer 
periods. On the other hand, no non-Iranian akhtabegi is 
found to have been retained for more than three years. It 
was, therefore, Iranis who enjoyed Aurangzeb's confidence 
in this office. They generally held ranks below 30OO zat. 
It may also be pointed out that the office of akhtabegi 
remained for the longest period in the family of Khalilullah 
Khan Yazdi, perhaps the most trusted amongst the jQianaaads. 
QARAWAL BEGI (CHIEF HUNTSMAN): 
This list of Aurangzeb's Qarawalbegis is very short 
and only four holders of the office are known from his reign. 
All the four persons are Iranis and two of them belong to 
one family (that of Mukhtar Khan Sabzv/ari) — namely Darab 
Khan and Qamaruddin Mukhtar Khan. BoUiof them held this 
2 
office for about five years each. Faizullah Khan, the first 
Qarawalbegl of Aurangzeb, held it for the longest period of 
about nine years, Muftakhar Khan, son of Fakhir Ktian Najmsani, 
1. M.k, , 108, Iradat Khan in the text is apparently a 
misreading for Darab Khan as_no Iradat Khan is found to 
have been appointed akhtabeni under Aiirangzeb; M.U. ,11, 
39_ifO gives Darab Khan. 
2. Kazim, p. 207 gives himin succession to Khwaja Ubaid-
ullah; cf. M.U.,111, pp. 28-30 gives his appointment 
vice Nawazish Khan which is wrong. Faizullah IQian was 
appointed QurbGRl in succession to Nawazish Khan 
(Kazim, p. 129). 
J S t 
is found to have succeeded Qamaruddln Khan In I6S3. But 
how long he served in this office is not known. The 
Tazkirat~ul Umara', however mentions that he served uoto 
, 1 
31+th R.Y. (probably as Qarawalbegi). The Qarawalbegis 
were mediuni rank mangabdars, holding from as low as 1000 
aat to a maximiiin of UOOO zat, 
QURLILGI (IxEEPER OF ARSENAL): 
Out of thirteen listed (^ urbegls nine were Irrnils, 
three Turanis and one unidentified. It may be pointed out 
that out of 3^^ years, for which the appointments of Qurbegis 
are known, Iranis had neld the office for about 18 yenrs 
only. The total tenure of the three Turanis was ^h years. 
Saf Shikan Khan (antecedants unidentified) had for two years, 
Thus the average tenure of a Turani was longer than that of 
an Irani, Ruhullah Khanazad JOian was the only Irani v/lio 
retained the office of Qurbegj for the longest period (over 
Gi^ ijt ye.'irs from 1692 to 1700). The mansabs of these 
officers ranged from 150O to 35OO zat. 
1 . T.U. , p, 171. 
1 •'' '•. 
QAUSIIBli^ GI (CHIEF FALCONER): 
Dioring the first thirty years of Aurangzeb's reign, 
in which the appointments of Qaushbegis are known, only 
five persons (3 Iranis and 2 Turanis) are known to have 
been appointed to this office. Curiously, the total tenure 
of both Iranis and Turanis in this office is almost equal. 
They are medium rank officers holding the mangab from 2000 
to ^ 000 aat. The average tenure of a Turani incumbent was 
much longer than that of an Iranian. Mughal Khan (Arab 
Shaikh), son of Tahir Shaikh of Balkh, a Turani, lield the 
office of Qaushbegi for the longest period, viz. thirteen 
years (1672-1685). Amongst the Iranis Hasan Ali Khan 
Bahadur's second longest tenure was about nine years 
(16^.8-1666). 
'ARZ-I MU^ :AKEIAR (REVISOR OF PETITIONS): 
The office of 'araimukarrar, also known as Darogha-
i *arz-i mukarrar (Superintendent of revision department) 
under Aurangzeb, seems to have been monopolized by Lutf-
_ r f -
ullah Khan the son of Sa'adullah Khan and Shaikh Abdul Aziz 
Akbarabadi (both of them Indian Muslims). Lutfullah Khan 
appears to have been appointed four times; and Shaikij 
f »• — 
Abdul Aziz a t l e a s t twice. Thus out of 32 years of Aurangzeb's 
re ign in which appointments of ' a r z - i muliarrar are knov/n, 
Lutful lah Kiian and Shaikh Abdul Aziz cons i s ten t ly occupied, 
l^\j 
one after the other, the office for about sixteen years, 
with a short interruption when Abu Nasr Shaista Khan and 
Shahabuddin Khan held the appointments for about a year. 
After these Indian Musliir.s the next longest 
holders of this office were Turanis - namely Siyadat Klian 
Saiyid Ughlan and his son Siyadat Khan Shah Mir, v/hose 
combined tenure extended for over twelve years, Thi^ s the 
office of the Darogha of Arz-i Mukarrar was most of the 
time in the hands of non-Iranis. While Iranis held it 
only for about six years. 
DAROQHA-I QSUSAL KflAM; 
The Darogha of Qj^ usal Khana was an important and 
confidential assignment where only trusted servants were 
2 
appointed. Here too, we see that it was Iranis who mostly 
held this office. Out of fifteen Daroghas nine were Iranis 
and these held the office for a period of about 28 years 
out of 3^ years of Aurangzeb's reign for which appointments 
are known to uSo 
1. In the 13th R.Yo^he first appears to have been succeeded 
by Shail^ Abdul Aziz which suggests that he mi^ht have 
been appointed earlier. Thus his tenure was probably 
longer than eleven years. 
2. Ibn Hasan, Op.c-it. , pp. 19^ -n, 278, 292, 293. 
) I 
It is significant that no non-iranian in tnio 
office is found to have held office for more than two years, 
with the exception of the last Darogjia - Hamiduddin Khan 
Bahadur (Turani) whose total tenure is not known. Among 
the Iranis each one of Hoshdar Dian and Abdur Rahim Kiian 
held it for five years; Aqil Khan and Bahramand Khan each 
for over six years; and I'tiqad Khan,Zulfiqar Khan for over 
three years. The mansabs of the Daroghas of the Ql^ usal 
Kbana generally ranged from 1 500 to 250O gat. The only 
exception was Hoshdar Khan who, being successively promoted, 
reached the rank of i+OOO gat within a short span of four 
years. 
We have in our survey excluded the $ubedars of 
various provinces under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb because they 
have been tabulated and their evidence analysed by M. Athar 
1 
Ali, According to his findings Iranis predominantly held 
the governorships during the period under reviewo He argues 
that out of ^ 66 years in which appointments are knov/n during 
Shahjahan's reign, Iranis held appointments for 210 years 
i.e. h-^%; and out of 81 persons serving as governors Iranis 
1. "Provincial Governors -under Shahjahan - An Analysis." 
Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. 3, Bombay, 1975) 
pp. 80-112; and "Provincial Governors Under Aurangzeb: 
An Analysis", Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. I, 
Bombay, 1969, PP. 96-133. 
I V . S 
comprised 33 or hO.7%. Under Aurangzeb out of 833 total 
years during which 130 persons are known to have been 
appointed as provincial governors, as many as 63 or ^+6.3/^  
were Iranis who held the appointments for 536 years, i.e. 
fo of the total duration. He concludes that the Iranis 
during the reign of Aurangzeb were far more numerous among 
governors than they were iinder Shahjahan. 
Besides the above surveyed offices a number of 
others such as those of Mir Bahr, Qila'dar, Daroghas of 
different establishments, Amlns and Mushrifs of various 
departments need to be covered. But the above survey should 
be regarded as a fair enough sample. 
1. See Medieval India - A Miscellany, Vol. 3» p.63 
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CHAPTER SIX 
MAJOR IRANIAN FAMILIES 
I . I'TIMAD-UD DAULA'S FAMILY 
The political eminence of Itiniad-ud Daula's family 
during the reign of Jahangir has been a question of great 
interest ever since the days of Jahangir himself. From 
time to time modem scholars have analysed the influence 
_ - 2 
of Nur Jahan over the politics of Jahangir's reign. The 
political influence of this family was not confined to 
Jahangir's reign only and it persisted during the reign 
of his immediate successor Shahjahan and even during that 
of Aurangzeb, The genealogy of the family has already 
been traced by Irfan Habib, However, enlarged genealogical 
charts are being appended to this chapter with additional 
information about matrimonial connections in the subsequent 
generations. An attempt has been made here to study the 
extent of influence and power concentrated in the hands 
1, Mutamid I<ban, Iqbalnama-i Jahanglri, Calcutta, 1865, 
pp, 56-57. 
2, S.H. Hodivala, 'The Coins bearing the name of Nur 
Jahan', J.A.S.B. Nximismatic Supplement, vol. XLII 
1929, pp, 59-68; Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, 
Allahabad, 1962, pp. 171-180; S, Nurul Hasan, 'The 
Theory of the Nur Jahan Junta', Proceedings of Indian 
History Congress, Trivandrum Session, 1958, pp. 324-335; 
Irfan Habib, 'The Family of Nur Jahan During Jahangir's 
Reign - A Political Study', Medieval India - A Misce-
llany, vol. I, 1969, pp. 74-95. 
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of the members of the house of Itimad-ud Daula during the 
reigns of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb by analysing the 
appointments and mangabs held by them. Inforroation 
regarding mangabs^ important central offices and gover-
norships of various provinces held by the members of this 
family has also been tabulated and appended to the chapter. 
The family of I*timad-ud Daula generally maintained 
marriage relations with Iranian families. Princes of 
the royal blood of course, formed an exception. The 
families with which matrimonial relations were entered 
into included the families of Mir Miran Yazdi, Saiyid 
Muhammad Mukhtar I^ ian Sabzwari, and Zulfiqar Wian Qaramanlu. 
Mir Miran came to India in 1606 with his father Mir Khali1-
ullah. Mir Wialilullah was a descendant of Saiyid Nooruddin 
Shah Ni'amatullah Wall, a descendant of Im'am Musa Kazim. 
Mir Wjalilullah had married a grand daughter of Shah 
Tahmasp Safavi (daughter of his son Sh"ah Ismail II) . 
After his arrival in India Mir Miran married Saliha Bano 
Begum, daughter of Asaf Khan, Mir Miran's son, Khalll-
ullah Khan (from his Iranian wife and not from the daughter 
1. See Afzal Husain, "Marriages Among Mughal Nobles as 
an Index of Status and Aristocratic Integration", in 
PIHC, 1972, pp. 304-12. 
2. M.U. Ill, pp. 335-36; also see chapter 6 section (v), 
3. A.A.A., I, p.228; Tuzuk, p.62. 
4. M.U. Ill, pp. 341-42. 
2 iO 
of Asaf lOian) was married to Hamida Bano Begum , a 
daughter of Mirza Safi Saif jOian who was a descendant 
_ _ _ _ 2 -
of Aqa Mulla Dawatdar. l^alilullah Mian's son Ruhullah 
- _ 3 Wian I was married to a daughter of Shaista _^an. Thus 
a series of male members of the family of Mir Miran 
married into the family of Itimad-ud Daula. Saiyid Mukhtar 
Wian Sabzwarl also belonged to a respectable family of 
Persia. His ancestors had long been the custodians of 
4 -the Mashhad shrine. Amir Shamsuddin III, one of the great 
leaders of this family, was the recepient of imperial 
favours during the reign of Shah Tathmasp 3afavi who granted 
him the title of Sultan, gave him a drum and a flag, and 
bestowed on him the whole of the territory of Sabazwar. 
On his arrival in India Saiyid Muhammad Khan Sabazwarl 
married Nauras Bano Begum the daughter of Muhammad Sharif, 
a son of Itimad-ud Daula. In later generations another 
member of this family is known to have married into the 
family of Itimad-ud Daula. He was Muhammad Taqi the son 
1. MOJ., 1(b), p. 775. 
2 . He was t h e g r e a t g r a n d s o n of Aqa M u l l a . See I r f a n H a b i b ' s 
a r t i c l e , o p . c i t . 
3 . K a z i m , p . 4 7 7 ; MUJ . , I I , p . 3 0 9 . 
4 . M ^ . , I l l , p . 4 0 9 . 
5 . M j ^ . , I l l , 4 0 9 - 4 1 3 ; C f . A . A . A . , I , p . 1 5 2 . 
6 . T . M . , p . 2 1 . 
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of Daud I<han/ a son of S a i y i d Muhammad Mukt^tar I^an 
_ — — c - -
Sabazwari, Muhammad Taqi married a daughter of Azizuddin 
Bahramand Khan, who was a grandson of Sadiq KHan the 
nephew and son-in-law of Itimad-ud Daula. The family of 
Zulfiqar lOjan Qaramanlu was also a family of high status 
- 1 — _ 
m Iran. He married a daughter of Sadiq IQian; and his 
son Muhammad Ibrahim Asad Khan married Mihrun Nisa, a 
daughter of Asaf Khan. Asad Wian's son Muhammad Ismail 
Zulfiqar ]2?an married a daughter of Shaista Khan, Asad 
Wian' s daughter was also married to jOiuda Bandah Khan^ 
- - 4 
son of Shaista Khan. 
At the time of the political crisis in 162 7 after 
the death of Jahangir, Asaf Khan played a very important 
- 5 
role in winning the succession for Shahjahan, After his 
accession Shahjahan promoted Asaf lOian to the highest 
rank of 9000/9000 (2-3h) and confirmed him in the post 
Of vakil which he held till his death in 1641. It is 
significant that after the death of Asaf Khan, Sh"ahjahan 
" 8 did not fill the post of vakil . Henceforth the office 
1. For his family background see M.U., II, 85-89; also 
see Chapter 6 section (v). 
2. M^., II, p. 93; T^,, p. 35. 
3. M^., p. 158; T.M., p.31. 
4. Ibid., p. 374; Al^bbarat, 33 R.Y. 2 July, 1689. 
5. Lahori, 1(a), pp. 70-71. 
6. Ibid., pp. 180, 193; Salih, I, p.284. 
7. It may, however, be noted that the award of the man?ab 
of 9000/9000 (2-3h) to Asaf Qian was unprecedented^ 
and was in violation of established rules and regula-
tion governing the mangab system. No noble could be 
promoted beyond the rank of 7000/7000 (2-3h), (See 
Lahori, II, p.25). 
8. Ibn Hasan, op.cit., p.134, 
-7 o » 
1^ .) Lj 
of wazlr became the principal office; but it was never 
held by the members of Asaf Khan's family throughout the 
reign of Shahjahan. The only exception was Jafar Khan 
the son of Sadiq ICian who, towards the close of Sh'ahjahan's 
reign, was appointed wazir-i Kul vice Mir Jumla in 1658. 
The next important post of Mir Ba>jJ-ishi remained in the 
family of Asaf ^an for twenty-two years during the thirty-
one years of Shahjahan's reign,^ 
Besides the posts of vakil, wazir and Mir BakhshI 
other important central offices like Mir Atish, Mir Tuzuk, 
Second Ba)^shi, and several other offices of importance 
such as Al^tabeql, Qarawalbeqi, Qurbegi, Qushbegi and 
faujdaris of various sarkars were held by members of 
Itimad-ud Diula's family. 
Many important governorships were also held by members 
of this family during Shahjahan's reign as will be evident 
4 
from Appendix B. A statistical analysis of the total 
number of governors is given in the table and for conve-
5 
nience the calculation is done decade wise. 
1, Salih, III, p,271. 
2, See Appendix A? a l so Cf. the l i s t of Mir Baj^shis of 
Shahjahan given by Ibn Hasan (op. c i t . , pp. 2 30-31) 
which ends with Jg ia l i lu l lah ^ a n in 23 R.Y. 
3, See Appendix A, 
4, The table is based on M.Athar Ali, 'Provincial Governors 
under Shahjahan', Medieval India - A Miscellany, III, 
1975, pp. 80-112. 
5, Since the reign of Shahjahan covers a period of about 
thirty-two years, in the third decennial list the 
calculation is done for the remaining twelve years. 
From these tables we find that, in the first 
decade (i.e. 1st to 10th R.Y.) the total nuiriber of 
governors of various provinces by year was 149^ of whom 
54 were meinbers of Itimad-ud Daula's family, i.e. 36 
per cent of the total number of governors. In the second 
decade (i.e. 11th to 20th R.Y.) the total number of 
governors of various provinces was 148, of whom members 
of Itimad-ud Daula's family were 47-giving 31,7 per cent 
of the total governors. In the third decade the position 
of the family declined, further the governors numbering 
169 out of whom 50 belonged to or were related to the house 
of Itimad-ud Daula. Thus, the governorships held by the 
members of this family during the later years of ohahjahan's 
reign (i.e. 21st to 32nd R.Y,) was only 29,5 per cent of 
the total governors of the empire. 
But while there was a relative decline in the 
governors' posts held by Itimad-ud Daulas family, this 
accompanied a decline in the Iranian element. In fact 
among the Iranis, the family of Itimad-ud Daula held in 
the three respective decades governorships amounting to 
67.5%, 74.6% and 76.9% of the total held by Iranis. In 
other words among the Iranis, the family continued to 
hold a dominant position. 
It is significant that gafar lOian Wiwaja Ahsanullah 
held the governorship of Kashmir for a record period of 
thirteen years with a short interval of three years. 
Similarly, Ali Mardan iCian was appointed governor of 
Kabul and Kashmir and in each province he remained for 
a period of nine years. Amir lOjan was appointed subedar 
of ^ind twice for a total period of nine years. 
The most striking feature of Shahjahan's reign 
is that in spite of the fact that he was proud of his 
being a descendant of Amir Taimur Qiran-i Sani and that 
he showed favour to the Turanis, most of the important 
governorships were held by the members of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. For instance, from the second to the 
fifth regnal year of Sh"ahjahan's reign eight governorships 
were simultaneously held by the members of the family 
and out of these eight governorships three contiguous 
provinces in the east (i.e. Qasim Khan Juwaini in 
Bengal, Baqir lOian Najm 3ani in Orissa, and Saif lOjan in 
Bihar) and four contiguous provinces in the west (i.e. 
Asaf IQian in Lahore and Multan, Itiqad lOian in Kashmir 
and Amir j<han in Sind) were entrusted to them while the 
Deccan was held by A^ zam ICian for a large part of the 
same period. Similarly from the 15th to the 21st regnal 
year three contiguous provinces (Kashmir, Sind and Kabul) 
1, See Appendix B. 
2. Kashmir by Zafar Khan, Sind by Amir Mian and Kabul by 
Ali Mardan Khan. See Appendix B. 
..; •' J 
were simultaneously held by members of this family. 
As has been mentioned in Chapter IV (a), the lists 
of mangabdars for the first twenty years of Shahjahan's 
reign have been compiled from Lahori's Badshahnama, and 
for the last ten years on the basis of Waris. For 
convenience tabulation has been done of all the mangabdars 
alive holding the rank of 1000 ^ at and above at the end of 
1 
each decade (the 10th, 20th and 30th R.Y.). On the basis 
of this calculation the percentage of the members of the 
family of Itimad-ud Daula in the total mangabdars at the 
end of each decade has been worked out (See Appendix E(i) 
2 . _ 
to this* Section;. It appears that in 1637 members of Itimad-
ud Daula's family held 68,000 ^at and 63,300 sawar out of 
a total niimber of 4,54,500 gat and 3,63,550 sawar i.e. 
14.96 per cent of the total ^at and 17.41 per cent of the 
total sawar ranks. At the close of second decade (1647) 
they held 70,500 sat out of 4,67,000 total sat rank and 
60,350 sawar out of the total 3,80,800 sawar rank, that 
is, 15.08 and 15,84 per cent of the total a^t and sawar 
ranks respectively. By the termination of the third 
decade (1657-58) the position of the family seems to have 
further improved. Out of 4,97,500 total zat rank the 
members of the family were holding 83,000 zat and out of 
1. See the list at the end of Chapter IV la). 
( _ 
2. Table showing pos i t ion of Jtimad-ud Daulafsfamily 
as mansabdar under Shahjahan. 
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3,72,950 total sawar rank they were holding 75,600 
sawar, that is, 16.68 per cent of the total ^at rank 
and 20.27 per cent of the total sawar rank. 
In other words, members of Itimad-ud Daula's 
family accounted for a little more than one-sixth of the 
zat rank and one-fifth of the sawar rank throughout the 
reign of Shah-jahan while during Jahangir's reign the 
members of this family accounted for nearly one-twelfth 
of the zat and one-tenth of the sawar ranks in 16 21^ 
the period during which the family was said to have reached 
2 the climax of its power. 
Thus, daring the reign of Shahjahan the fortunes 
of the family of Itimad-ud Daula continued to be in the 
ascendant, and the members of his family were given rapid 
promotions and were entrusted with important assignments. 
In the reign of Aurangzeb too, the family appears 
to have continued to enjoy important positions, as would 
appear frcxn the appendices, showing central offices and 
governorship*held by the members of the family. The 
majority of the incumbents in most of the central offices 
and even governorships came from the house of Itimad-ud 
Daula. The office of wazir or Piwan-i kul, was entrusted 
1. Irfan Habib, op. cit., p.95. 
2. Ibid., pp. 78-79. 
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to the members of this house for the larger period of 
Aurangzeb's reign, there being four wazirs from this 
house. Ja'far ^ an the son of Sadiq ICjan held this office 
for a period of seven years and Asad ICjan/ a son-in-law 
of Asaf W}an/ for the longest tenure of about 30 years 
(from 1676 to 1707) with the exception of a short interval 
of about a year (1692 to 1693) when he was away on the 
military campaign in the carnatic. During this period his 
son-in-law and a grandson of Sadiq Khan, Bahramand Khan 
- _ 1 
acted as his deputy diwan. 
The office of Mir Bakh,shi was also for most of the 
time under Aurangzeb, kept in the hands of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. As many as five of its members held this 
office. Bahramand Wjan held it for the longest period 
(over ten years), from July 1692 to November 1702. Asad 
Khan, Ruhullah Khan and Zulfiqar Khan held it for more 
than five years each. 
Similarly, the post of second bajchshi was mostly 
held by members of this family. Asad _Khan and Bahramand 
Khan successively occupied the office for a period of 
about seventeen years of which Asad Khan's single tenure 
was of twelve years. Ruhullah Khan and his son Ruhullah 
Khan II again successively held it for over ten years. 
1. See Appendix-C. 
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As regards the post of Mir Atlsh our table shows 
that seven of its occupants during Aurangzeb's reign 
belonged to Itimad-ud Daula's family. The Sabzwaris, 
who were matrimonially related to the family, held this 
office for a period of ninteen years, during eleven of 
which Tarbiyat ^an Mir Khali1 alone held the office. 
Another important central office was that of 
Mir Saman or j<|;ian~l Saman and it appears to have been 
the sole monopoly of the Iranian incumbents since 
Shahjahan's reign. Here too we find the predominence 
of Itimad-ud Daula's relations. Out of the total nine 
Mir Samans of Aurangzeb five were members of Itimad-ud 
Daula's family. Sultan Husain Iftikhar Wian held this 
office for about seven years, Ruhullah Khan and his son 
I^hullah I^ ian II held it for about nine years while 
^uda Banda iCian, the last of Aurangzeb' s Mir Samans, 
2 
occupied the office for about three years. 
The two other important offices of Akhtabeqi 
(master of horse) and Daroqjja-i (jbusalkljana, to which 
only trusted nobles were appointed were mostly occupied 
by the members of the family, which provided seven 
A^ aatabegl 
holders of the post of / during Aurangzeb's reign. 
1. See Appendix-C. 
2. IM(f: 
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Similarly, fjr tho office of the superintendent of 
Qbusal kbana Itimad-ad Daula's family furnished six 
occupants. Out of 2-i years in which appointments to 
the po t of Akhtabegi are known the members of Itimad-
ud Daula's family served for 16 years. Sultan Husain 
Iftikljar Khan and his brother Multafat Khan success-
ively serving for about eight years. Their cousin 
Ruhullah Khan appears to have been appointed thrice 
to this office, serving for a total period of about 
seven years. Similarly to the office of the Daroqha 
of the Qbusal ^^ana, out of 34 years in which appoint-
ments are known, the members of Itimad-ud Daula's 
family are found to have served for 17 years, Bahramand 
Khan served for six years, Hoshdar Khan five years 
and Itiqad Khan (Zulfiqar lOnin) for three years. 
As far as governorships of various provinces 
are concerned, we have prepared a table on the basis 
of the tabulations prepared by M. Athar Ali showing 
the governorships of various provinces held by members 
of the family. Most of the important provinces like 
Agra, De'hi, Lahore, Kabul, Kashmir,Orissa and Bengal 
were, for most of Aurangzeb's reign, held by the members 
of Itimad-ud Daula's family. Amir Kh^ f^  ^ i^ Miran 
1. See Appendix-G, 
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held the governorship of Kabul for a period of 29 
years being appointed twice in the same province, first 
for seven years (4th-10th ii.Y.) and then for continuous 
22 years (20th-41st R.Y.). Ghaista Khan was also 
appointed twice as subedar of Bengal for a total 
also 
tenure of 23 years. He held the oiiice of. the gubedar 
of the adjoining province of Orissa for nine years 
together with ^^engal. Ibrahim ^"an Zig appears to have 
been appointed thrice as ?ubedar of Kashmir for a total 
period of 14 years. Muhammad Yar Khan occupied the 
governorship of Delhi for about twelve years (40th-
51st R.Y.). Moreover, most of tlie provinces in the 
Deccan also appear to have been held by members of the 
family. 
It may also be noted that many contiguous 
provinces were simultaneously held by the members of 
the family, Ibrahim Khan Zig was subedar of Bihar from 
11th R.Y. to 17th R.Y. while Shaista Khan was subedar 
of Bengal during the same period. From 22nd to 30th 
R.Y. Shaista Khan was simultaneously holding the tv;o 
contiguous provinces of Bengal and Orissa.In 31st R.Y. 
Shaista lOian was succeeded, in the two provinces, by 
Abu Nasr ^an and Ibr'ahim Khan Zig v/ho respectively 
held Orissa and Bengal till the 37th R.Y. of Aurangzeb's 
reign. Subsequently, for the next two years Kamgar 
2« 
Mian served as gubedar of Orissa in succession to 
Abu Nasr Khan together v/ith Ibrahim I^ ian zig in Bengal, 
Thus, for a considerable time the two contiguous 
provinces of Bengal and Orissa remained in the hands 
of the family. Three contiguous provinces in the 
north - Agra., Awadh and Delhi - were also occupied 
most of the time by members of the family. For instance, 
Agra was held by Shaista Khan in the 1st R.Y. and by 
Hoshdar gjan from 6th to 13th R.Y.; Av/adh was held by 
Mir Ishaq Iradat I^an in the 1st R.Y. and by Murad 
Kam oafavi Mukarram IQjan from 3rd to 8th R.Y. In the 
• -
12th and 13th R.Y. when Agra was under Hoshdar Khan, 
Amir lOian Mir Miran held Allahabad and Ibrahim ^ a n 
Zig governed Sihar, and Namdar Khan, in the 13th xR.Y., 
simultaneously held Delhi, In 21st R.Y. the two 
contiguous provinces Gujarat and Malwa were governed 
respectively by Mukhtar Igjan Shamsuddin and Khan-i 
Zaman MuCtakhar Mian in 25 and 26"tL R.'iS. Interestingly 
enough, when in the 36th R.Y. of Aurangzeb's reiga 
Shiista IQian was gubedar of Agra his son Buzurg Umed 
Khan governed Allahabad, Next year, afljer his death, 
his son Itiqad Khan governed Agra and another son 
Khuda Banda Khan governed Awadh while Bihar was under 
Mukhtar IChan Qamaruddin. From 40th R.Y. down to the 
end of Aurangzeb's reign the two contiguous provinces 
2TZ 
of Agra and Delhi remained all the time in the hands 
of Itimad-ud Daula's family. In addition to these 
two provinces other contiguous provinces like Awadh, 
Allahabad and Ajmer were also, at times, simultaneously 
held by the members of the family. 
In the north and north west two to three of 
the four contiguous provinces of Kashmir, Lahore Sindh 
and Kabul were for certain periods simultaneously 
governed by the members of Itimad-ud Daula's family. 
In the 2nd and 3rd R.Y. the two provinces of Lahore 
and Kashmir, were respectively governed by Khalilullah 
Khan and Ibrahim Khan Zig. !//hen Amir Khan MFr Miran 
was governor of Kabul from 20th to 40th R.Y. the two 
other provinces of Sind and Kashmir were most of the 
2 
time under the charge of the members of the family. 
During the last decade of Aurangzeb's reign the two 
contiguous provinces of Agra and Delhi were simultaneously 
governed by members of the family. Moreover, other 
provinces like Allahabad, Awadh and Ajmer were also 
at times simultaneously held by the members of this 
family during the period. 
1, See Appendix-D. 
2. Ibid. 
2^3 
I t may also be noted t h a t many provinces in the 
Deccan were a lso simultaneously held by the members of 
Itimad-ud Daula 's family throughout Aurangzeb's r e ign . 
I t appears from our t abu la t ion of va r ious governorships 
t ha t members of the family held governorship in three 
important provinces - namely Agra in the nor th , Bengal 
in the ea s t , and Kabul in the north-west for the l a rge r 
p a r t of Aurangzeb's r e ign . 
AS regards the man:;abs of the family an ana lys i s 
of the same has been made on the bas i s of the tv/o l i s t s 
given by M. Athar Ali for the two phases - 1658 to 1678 
and 1679 to 1707 of Aurangzeb's r e ign . Mansabs, ranging 
from 1000 pat and above, of those members of the family 
have been taken i n t o account, who were l-cnovm to have 
been a l i ve by the end of each phase. Thus, by the end 
of the f i r s t phase i . e . 1678 i t appears t ha t out of a 
total . 6,85,000 zat and 4,39,850 sav/ar members of Itimad-
ud Daula's family held 90,500 zat and 70,700 sawar. 
3y the end of the second phase i . e . 1707 the family 
_ a 
accounted for 65,500 za t and 49,700 sawar out o f / t o t a l 
9,69,900 gat and 6,30,100 sawar ranks. Thus, the share 
of the family in the t o t a l rank a t the c lose of the 
f i r s t phase was 13.22 per cent of the t o t a l gat and 
16.0 7 per cent of the t o t a l sawar ranks (on the above 
hypothe t ica l b a s i s ) . A marked dec l ine , hov/ever, i s 
2^4 
n o t i c e d i n t h e s e c o n d p h a s e a s by t h e end of 1707 
t h e f a m i l y ' s s h a r e i n t h e t o t a l r a n k was 6 . 7 5 p e r c a n t 
^ a t and 7 .38 p e r c e n t s a w a r . 
The a p p a r e n t d e c l i n e i n I t i m a d - u d J a u l a ' s f c m i l y 
f o r t u n e s v/as p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e of t h e i n f l a t i o n of t o t a l 
man^abs avin( j t o t h e i n f l u x of nev/ r e c r u i t s ( t h e u e c c a n i s , 
M a r a t h a s , e t c . ) . Compared t o t h e I r a n i s i n g e n e r a l , 
t h e r e was no d e c l i n e i n t h e f a m i l y ' s f o r t u n e s w h a t s o e v e r . 
rable;>A and 13 g i v e a summary of t h e t o t a l man s a b s h e l d 
by t h e f a m i l y u n d e r Jhahjal ' ian and .-vurangzeb. 
T a n l e - -•. Shah jahan 
T o t a l r a n k h e l d by T o t a l r a n k h e l d by F a m i l y ' s 
I r a n i s I ' t i m a d - u d D a u l a ' s p o s i t i o n i n 
f a m i l y p e r c e n t a g e 
J a t .3awar Z a t Sawar 
1637 1 , 6 6 , 0 0 0 1 , 3 1 , 3 0 0 6 8 , 0 0 0 6 3 , 3 0 0 4 0 . 9 6 / 4 8 . 2 1 
1647 1 , 5 3 , 5 0 0 3 , 2 8 , 1 0 0 7 0 , 5 0 0 6 0 , 3 5 0 4 5 . 9 2 / 4 7 . 1 1 
1657 l , 8 6 , u 0 u l , 4 5 , 2 0 t ) 8 3 , 0 0 0 7 5 , 6 0 0 4 4 . 6 2 / 5 2 . 0 6 
Average 4 3 . 8 3 / 4 9 . 1 2 
T a b l e - B Aurangzeb 
T o t a l r a n k h e l d by T o t a l r a n k h e l d by F a m i l y ' s 
I r a n i s i t i m a d - u d D a u l a ' s p o s i t i o n i n 
f a m i l y p e r c e n t a g e 
Z a t oav/ar Z a t Sawar 
1678 1 , 9 5 , 5 0 0 1 , 3 0 , 0 5 0 9 0 , 5 0 0 7 0 , 7 0 0 4 6 . 2 8 / 5 4 . 3 6 
1707 1 , 5 6 , 0 0 0 1 , 0 2 , 1 5 0 6 5 , 5 0 0 4 9 , 7 0 0 4 1 . 9 3 / 4 8 . 6 0 
A v e r a g e 4 4 . 1 3 / 5 1 . 4 8 
1 . J e e T a b l e showing p o s i t i o n of I ' t i m a d - u d D a u l a ' s f a m i l y 
a s Man?abda r s u n d e r Aurangzeb i n Aorjendi:: E ( i l ) . 
*>/ b i O 
It is clear from the aoove tables that the 
average share of the family in the total rank held by 
Iranis under Aurangzeb (44.13/o gat and 51.48% sav/ar) 
v/as largejrthan that of under --Jh"ahjahaa (43.83.0 zat and 
49.12°/i sawar) . 
The famil/ of Itimaa-ud Daula_^ thus, enjoyed 
pov/er and position continuously down to Aurangzeb's 
death_^ enabled them to remain entrenched in power. 
The family could clciim such a privileged position under 
Mughal emperors for such a long spell of time perhaps 
not only because of the personal capabilities of its 
members but also because of their advantageous 
relationships - matrimonial relations with the 
Imperial family and marriages with many prominent 
Irani families. 
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Rf^feronces to the Genealogical Ghart^ 
The fol'owing symbols have beei employed to expldin 
relationships in the chart: 
indicates 
+ 
0/ . 
d/o 
3/L 
' f a t h e r / m o t n e r o f 
' b r o t h e r / s i s t e r o f 
' h u s b a n d / w i f e o f ' 
' g r a n d s o n of ' 
' s o n o f ' 
' d a u g h t e r of ' 
' s o n - i n - l a w o f ' 
Number^ s: prefacing the 
names )f persons in the chart 
s o u r c e s 
1 = d / o ' q a Mul la Dav/atdar 
1 : 2 + 3 
3 -
^•32 
3 : 
3 : 
3 : 
3 : 
3 : 
3 : 
5 ; 
v;i 
13 
14 
IT) 
16 
17 
1 
4 ; 4 = 15 
5 d / o Mirza A l a u d d i n 
; ini S/o Aqa I l u l l a 
15 = 4 
18 = 2asim i h " n 
J u w a i n i 
. .A.A. T, 1 6 5 . 
."unin .'.hmad R a z i , H a f t I q l i m , 
e d . Jawwad F a z i l , Elmi P r e s s , 
T e h r a n , V o l . I l l , 6 . 
I q b a l n a m a , 54 . 
Tuzuk, 15^ ; Z.ICh., I I , 2 0 8 . 
Iqb 'a lnama, 54 ; -:. ICh., 1 1 , 4 0 5 . 
Tuzuk, 5 8 ; I q b a l n a m a , 2 8 , 2 9 . 
Tuzok, 3 3 , 1 2 7 e t c . , I gba lna raa , 74 
Iqlpalnamg, 29 5; Z.Kh, 1,2 0 8 . 
Tuzuk, 3 36; Iqb 'a lnama, 5 4 - 5 5 . 
Tuzuk, 106 ; Z.}(h. , I I , 2 0 9 . 
Tuzuk, 224, 270; M . U . I I I , 7 -7"^ . 
3 : 19 ; 19 = Haki ^ 3 e g :.I-Ch. I I , 2 8 8 . 
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4 : 6+7+^+0 L a h o r l , I I , 53B-39 . 
4 : 10; 10 - ICianlar Z^ul f iqar Z. t(h. I I , 4 1 1 ; K_JJ. I I , 3 8 . 
Klian 
4 : 11+12/ 12 = I r a j Khan Yusuf Mi rak , T a r i k b - i M a ^ h a r - i 
A f s h a r G h a h j a h a n i , ( h e r e a f t e r T . M . 3 . ) , 
e d . Syed Hisamudd in R a s h i d i , 
V o l . 1 1 , K a r a c h i , 1^61, G o n o a l o -
g i c a l c h a r t of M ur j a h ' a n ' s 
p a t e r n a l s i d e (unde r Gadiq KnanJ; 
3ee a l s o M.U. I , 26>j-72. 
6 = 3 0 ; 3 9 : 2'^-!-21 Z . k h . I I I , 3 1 ; H. A. , 10 3 ; fl.Tl. I , 
5 3 1 . 
7 : 22 H ^ . I I , 7 3 1 - 3 3 . 
7 : 23; 23 = Muhammad Ibrahim T.M.,20, 
Shujaat Khan S/o Najabat 
Khan Mirza ShujS'. 
T 24f25 M.A.,103; M.iJ. I, 455. 
T : 26; 26 - Prince Sulaiman II.U., I, 454. 
Shukoh 
10 - Khjanlar Zulfiqar Khan Z.Kh. 11,411; Sadiq Khan, 
Qaramania : 27 ,27=40 f . 8 9 ( b ) ; Kazim, '43^; M. U. 1 , 3 1 0 ; 
I I , 9 3 ; I \ H . 35 , 7 4 . 
10 : 2 8 ; 28 = P r i n c e Hill-' ^^' 8 9 . 
/ . a i n u d d i n 3 /o P r i n c e 
^huja' 
10 : 20; 29 = 20; _2.) S/L Kazim, 43-\- M.A. 27; T.M., 8 . 
£2}anlar , Z u l f i q a r jCban 
13 : 3"-, 30 = Saiyid_Muhammad T.M. , 13 , 2 1 . 
Mukhtar lO^an S a b z w a r i : 56 + 56 
13 : 31 P.M., 1 6 2 . 
13 : 32; 32 f 3 Tuzuk, 34 2; Iqbalnama, 2"1; 
Z.Kh. II, 311; >U_A. 221. 
14 + 16 Tuzuk, 3 36; Igbalnamct, 74,259. 
14 = d/o Ghiyasuddin Ali Qazwini, 3adshahnama, Transcript 
Asaf Khan s/o Aqa Mulla in the department of History 
\^av;atdar Library, Aligarh No. 13, p.83_ 
(hereinafter cited as jazv/ini); 
Salih, I, 44. 
or 55 
I : : 3 3 ; 33 f 3 
14 : 3 ; ; 3 4 = SIIAHJAHAN 
14 : 35 
14 : 36 
14 : 37 
1-i : 3 8 ; 38 = 2-:irza Sa£i 
S a i f Kl:ian 
I I : 3 9 , 3 9 = 6 , 6 S / L 1 1 
1'] : 1 0 ; 4 0 = 2 ? 
1 1 : 1 1 ; 11 = , : i r T < h a l i l 
Khan Zaman 
S / o Azam Khan 
14 : 4 2 ; 42 = ;.',ir . l i r a n 
Y a z d i 
16 = SHER APGAl^ J 
16 = JAHAKGIR 
18 : 43 
19 : 4 4 + 4 5 
19 : ' 4 ; _ 4 4 = B a q i r j£han 
Najm S a n i : 82 + 83 
20 = 2 9 ; 2 9 ; 46 
2 1 = 68 
24 = 50 J 47 + 4 8 
2 ? : 4 9 ; 49 = 70 
27 : 5 0 ; 50 = 2 4 ; 2 1 s / L 2 7 
27 : 5 1 ; 51 = 86 
I q b a J nama , 2 7 b - 2 7 7 ; Z_J£h. I I , I S B - P ' ^ . 
T u z u k , l l 0 ; Q a z w I n I , R 3 , 9 ^ ; 
L a h o r i 1 ( a ) , 9 3 . 
L a h o r i K b ) , 2 4 2 , 32 1; i i , 1 1 6 , 
72 8 ; M a n u c c i I I , 3 8 9 . 
T . M . S . G e n e a l o g i c a l C h a r t u n d e r 
No . 35 
n a n u c c i I I , 3 8 9 . 
T u z u k , 3 c 2 ; i q b a l n a i u a , 3 0 l ; 
L a h o r I p : ( a ) , 7 7 . 
Z . K h . I l l , 3 1 ; . . . IJ. I , 5 3 1 . 
i : . U . I I , 9 3 ; T^_^. , 3 5 . 
T . i - i . S . G e n e a l o g i c a l C h a r t u n d e r 
r o . 4 2 ; H . A . , 2 0 9 ; M . U . , 1 , 7 3 5 . 
I-i.U. , 1 1 1 , 3 4 1 , 8 2 9 - 3 0 . 
I q b a l n a i n a , 5 5 . 
T u z u k , l 3 0 , 3 3 5 e t c . ; Inb"a I n a n a , 5 6 . 
T . M . S . G e n e a l o g i c a l C h a r t u n d e r 
n o . 1 3 ; H ^ . I l l , 7 8 - 8 2 . 
T S . G e n e a l o g i c a l C l i a r t ; ^ i . ^ . 
I , 5 7 3 - 7 6 ; Cf . Z . K h . 1 1 , 2 8 8 . 
Z . K h . I I , 2 5 4 ; 1..U. I , ' 0 8 - 1 2 . 
•^.U. I l l , 8 3 0 - 3 3 ; T . . . . ,^\ 
T . ' . . , 2 7 . 
. l . U . 1 , 4 5 6 - 5 7 ; T . M. 1 6 . 
w_j^. 1 5 8 ; -r^Al.lia) 3 2 0 - 2 1 ; 1 1 , 9 3 ; 
T . 11. 3 1 . 
r i . A. 4 6 1 ; i _ ^ . I , 45--i-57^ T \ ^ . 1 6 . 
A k h b " r a t , 3 9 R . Y . , 1 8 J a n u a r y , 1 6 9 6 ; 
T . I . . 2 2 . 
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27 : 5 2 , S2 = 64 
3 0 : 5 3 + 5 1 + 5 6 
30 : 5 5 ; 55 = I- i i rza i- ,uhsin 
t 90 
31 : S h a h n a w a z Khan S a f a v i 
31 : 57 
32 : 5G + 59 
3 3 = d / o I r a j Shahria-v/az 
Khan S / o "Xbdur Rahiiii Khan 
jChanan 
3 3 : 6 0 ; 6 0 : 9 3 ; 93 = 
riuhararriad Raza 
33 : - 1 
33 : 52 
3 3 : 63 
33 : 6^-:; 64 = 5:. 
33 : 65 
3 3 : 66 
3 3 : 5 / 
3 3 : 6 8 ; 68 = 21 ; 
21 4- 14 
3 3 : 6 9 ; 69 = R u h i i l l a h 
Khan I 
3 3 : 70 ; 70 = 4 9 
33 : 7 1 ; 7 1 = H o s h d a r Khan 
S / o . - i u l t a £ a t 1 h a n 
A ] ^ b a r a t , 3 3 R . Y . , 11 J u l " ' , 1 6 8 9 ; 
- i . A . , 3 7 4 . 
Uj_lJ. 1 1 1 , 4 1 3 . 
. i . U . I l l , 6 5 0 ; 'I'.x'i. 2 1 . 
'^^. , 1 0 9 ; IVr. . , 1 0 . 
£ i ^ . , 5 3 6 ; T. . . 1 6 2 , 
K^ zir!i,62 3 where it is ..i-^ ntionod 
that 58 and 59 were '^•on=5 of 3"; 
and 54 was sister'r son of 32. 
This confirms that 3 2 was the cor 
of 13 v;hose daughter 3o '-ras the 
ir.othor of 54. Cf. ..A. 109 his 
wrongly mentioned 5". as the =^ on 
of 32. 
Iqbalna.f^ a, 2 75; .-..U. 13, 70 6. 
A k h b a r a t , 4 3 R . Y . 9 g i q ' a d a (29 
A p r i l ) 1 6 9 9 ; f i .A . ? 6 . 
K a ^ i m , 1 4 0 , 2 9 1 , 4 1 6 ; : _ , ^ . I J , 
7 0 6 ; T J J . 1 1 2 . 
Kaz i in , 1 4 0 ; :•-. A. 5 ' ' . 
i ^ ^ . 1 , 2 9 2 ; 1\M_. 2 ] . 
i i iA- ' 3 5 1 , 3 7 1 , 3 7 : ; ._MJ. 1 , 8 1 4 . 
:'i. A. , 3 4 8 . 
i-l.A. , 3 6 9 ; Tj_u. , 1 4 . 
A k h b a r a t , 1 ; R . Y . / i . ' a b " ' ' i , 
(25 A u g . ) 1 7 0 0 ; / i . A . , ^C';; 
T . U . , 1 7 5 . 
r . >"-. , 2 7 . 
K ~ z i u i , ' ' 7 7 ; _ ^ . 1 1 , 3 0 9 , 
M . ^ . , 1 5 8 ; T ^ . , 3 1 . 
M.A. , 1 1 4 ; T . / i . 6 . 
/ L O , 
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3 5 : 7-7 7?. = 7 ' 
3 5 : 7 3 ; 7 3 - 112 
3 , : ' / 4 ; 74 = 7z 
3,'-' -^ . i r z o S a f i Sa i f _han 
: 7 o r 7 7 l - 7 8 
38 : 7 5 ; 75 = I j i a l i i u l i a h 
j j i a n Y a z d i 
38 : 7 9 ; 79 -= Z a f a r _j.!3n 
S / o Khwa -j 3. A b u l Ha^an 
T u r c a t i 
'i-"- : 8 1 ; 81 = . i i i / a '^a^ 
S h J k a n Khan S n f a v l 
; 6 : C i ; 8 4 = 104 
^7 -= " 7 ; R7 S / L 2 1 
Khan i r : i r a n 
53 : P5 
51 : 36+87+RC-H89 
,(> • * 
57 = AURAMGZEB 
62 : 9 4 ; 94 = 114 
62 : 95 
62 : 9 6 ; 96 = .uharnnacJ 
Ba r r i r 
62 *7; 97 = 103 
63 : 9 8 ; 98 = 116 
6 3 : 0 9 . 99 = 100 
!_:. A. , l l G ; r i a n u c c i IV , ' ' 7 ; .TI. I l l , 
7 0 ^ - 7 0 7 . 
V T 5 7 ' • '^  "' 1 
__;^. , 1 1 0 ; . . . U . I I I , 7 ( . 6 - 7 C / . 
Z .^ -h . 1 1 , 2 3 8 ; ^,. U. 1 1 , ^ 1 ^ ^ - 2 1 . 
• ^.A. , 3 8 ; ^ ^ . I , 7 7 5 . 
/. . K h . I T , 2 9 0 ; : : . U. 1 1 , 7 6 2 - 6 3 . 
i ; a h o r i , I i , 185 ; / a r i s , 2 ' ; , . . r . , 
I I I , 1 7 8 - 7 9 . 
A k h b a r a t , 39 P.. Y. R e , ; i ] I , 1 l o v . 
16^^5. 
_;^U. T, 4 5 7 . 
• A. " 7 3 ; . . . u . 1 ( a ) , 7PL: 7 . . 
6 6 . ~ 
h ^ . , 1 6 7 ; l i . U . I l l , 6 5 5 . 
M . U . , 1 1 , 4 0 - 4 1 . 
11.11. , J , 5 3 7 . 
L a h o r i 1 ( b ) , 2 4 3 ; J i , 2 2 ; _ ^ . , 5 "• 
A l s h b a r a t , 4 3 R. v . i ; rvabT I I , 
(4 Odt.) 1 6 9 9 . 
A k h b a r a t , 4 3 R . y . 2 6 i .abT 1, I c 
' ^ ^ ' I ' R . Y . 26 S e p t . 1 7 0 0 . 
A l ^ i b a r a t , ! 0 R. Y. 1 0 Ar r i 1 , : • ' . - . 
A k h b a r a t , ^3 R . Y . 11 z l - a d a , 
(1 . . ay ) 1 6 9 9 . 
^i_A. , 4 8 0 ; I ' . U . - J , 0 . 
Alshbarafc , 50 R . Y . 7 ' : h a b a n {i rov , ) 
1 7 C 5 . 
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64 : 100 , 100 ^ 99 A k h b a r a t , 50 R. Y. 7 Shaban (3 Nov.) 
1 7 0 6 . 
6<! : 1 0 1 ; lO l_= i^ir Ahriiad 7.11. , 8 3 . 
H a z a n d a r a n i 
64 : 102 A k h b a r a t , 33 R.Y. (3hawwal ) , 25 
J u l y , 1689 . 
64 : 103; 103 = 97 Akhbarat, 4 3 R.Y. 11 Ziqada (1 .say) 
1699. 
66 : 104 , 104 = b l A k h b a r a t , 39 R.Y. (RabT I I ) , 4 Kov. 
1 6 9 5 . 
66 : 105 TJ^- ' '^^^' 
72 : 106 M.U. I l l , 7 0 9 , 7 1 0 ; Tj_U, 5 3 . 
72 : 1 0 7 ; l 0 7 = Kaniyab i ;^^. I , 539 ; Tj_n. G5, 1 6 3 - 6 4 . 
^ a n S /o 'Abdul Kakarim 
J a n N i s a r Khan 
76 : 109 ; 109 = Ibrahi . t i T.i-:. , 2 7 . 
Beg S/o ' A H f-'ardan Khan 
Z i g 
l^^ : 110 ; 110 = [-luftakhar T.M. , 1 2 7 . 
Khan S /o D i a n a t Khan 
Hakim J a m a l a i i-a'shi 
79 : 111 L a h o r i I I , 744 ; S a l i h H I , 27S; 
[•l.U. II, 762-63.' 
8 3 : 112; 112 = 73 i^_JJ. I, 23 1;T^. 4. 
85 : 113; 113 = Prince rij_U. Ill, 655. 
Bodar Bakht S/o Prince 
A'zarn 
36 : 114 ; 114 = 94 A k h b a r a t , 43 R.Y. (19 Rabi^ I I ) , 
4 Oc t . ,1699 . 
86 = 5 1 , 8 6 : 1 1 4 . ^JA, 2 2 , l o l . 
86 : 1 1 5 ; 115 = 120 _ J J . ITT, 652 . 
87 = 47 : 116 = Q8 _ . ^ . 2 2 1 , 4 8 0 ; K.U. 1,^.57. 
87 : 117 ; 117 f 24 T ^ - 9'"'. 
88 = 1 2 1 : 118 =^Amir- . i l _ j j . J i , ^.Ij 1 1 1 , 6 5 0 - ^ 3 ; T ^ . 
Umara' H u s a i n A l i l-.han 8 4 . 
2';o 
89 = Mi_r L a s h k a r i M.U. I I , 41 where i t i s ment ioned 
S a f a v i t h a t Mir L a s h k a r i was a d e s c e n -
d a n t of Mirza H a i d a r S a f a v i . 
90 : 1 1 9 + 1 2 0 + 1 2 1 ; 119=92 i-i.U. 1 1 1 , 6 5 2 . 
1 1 2 : 1 0 8 ; l 0 8 = ^Abdul B a a i A . k h b a r a t , 5 1 R . Y . (13 Z i q a d a ) 
5 F e b . , 1 7 0 7 . 
114 : 122 T.M. l O l . 
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II. *ALi MARDAN ^AN'S FAMILY 
The stream of immigration to augment the ranks of 
the Mughal nobility continued under Shahjahan. Unlike the 
reign of Akbar and Jahangir, it would seem that immigration 
frojn Iran during Shahjahan's time was generally of 
individuals and not of whole families or establishments. 
The only exception is offered by Ali Mardan Khan who came 
along with his family and a large retinue of officers and 
2 
companions in 1638, having made over Qandahar to Shahjahan 
He became the highest Iranian noble of Shahjahan, and 
therefore deserves a detailed biographical notice on that 
account alone. 
Ali Mardan Khan was a Kurd of the Zig tribe and 
belonged to a well reputed aristocratic family. His father 
Ganj Ali Khan Zig was a close confidential officer of 
Shah Abbas I and had served him in Herat since his child-
hood. During Shah Abbas reign he was entrusted with 
important offices like Qiladar of Salamah in KVjawaf, 
- - 4 governor (hakim) of Kirman and Sistan. In the 3 6th R.Y. 
1. See Chapter Two. 
2. i;ahori, II, pp. 27-28, 34, 50-52. 
3 . AAA, I I , p . 1 0 4 1 . Zig i s a Kurdish t r i b e who_lived in 
the mountains of G i luyah , F a r h a n g - i R a s h i d j , v o l , I , 
p . 377 and Shams-ul Luqbat , p . 404. "" 
4 . AAA, I , p p . 4 1 4 , 559 , 5 7 6 . 
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(1031 A.?I.) he was e n t r u s t e d w i t h the government 
( l y a l a t - w a - D a r a i ) of Qandahar, the most c r u c i a l p rov ince 
of the t ime and where a p p a r e n t l y very t r u s t e d and 
exper ienced g e n e r a l s were appo in t ed* Ganj A l i Khan held 
Qandahar u n t i l he d ied in l034 A.H. (1624 A.D.) and 
performed v a l u a b l e s e r v i c e s for h i s master in b e a t i n g 
back the Uzbeks in Khurasan. Sh"ah Abbas I c o n f e r r e d 
on him the t i t l e of j ^ a n and c a l l e d him Arjumand Babai 
2 
(my reverend f a t h e r ) , 
e — _ 
Ganj Ali Khan's two other children are also known 
to us. One Sh'ahrukh Beg^ apparently a military officer 
died of an accident while riding during a campaign near 
3 
Garjistan (in Iran). The second was a daughter whose 
son Husain Beg 10}an Zig came with Ali Mardan Khan, his 
4 
maternal uncle as well as father-in-law. 
It appears that being the only surviving son of 
a person who had enjoyed fatherly regard from the Shah 
of Iran and held highly responsible posts in the 
government, Ali Mardan lOhan succeeded in winning the 
1. A .A. i^ . i l , p p . 977-78 . 
2 . I b i d , p . 1041 . 
3 . I b i d , p p . 8 8 4 - 8 5 . 
4 . Lahor i , I I , p p . 124, 159, 177, 412; MIX, I , 591-92 , 
*^ *j \j 
shah ' s favours and succec?ded h i s fa ther as the qovernor 
of Qandahar with the same symbols of respec t and t i t l e s 
1 
of Ijhan and Baba-i gani (the second father) . But th i s 
bred jealousy among other nobles , and t h e i r h o s t i l i t y 
reached i t s culmination during the reign of Shah S a f i . 
r — 
They exploited the defensive preparations made by Ali 
Mardan Khan at Qandahar which he began actually in order 
to check Mughal intrusions. He had already strongly 
rejected shah'jahan's secret proposal of handing over 
Qandahar to the Mughals in return of highest possible 
2 
rank and rewards in the Mughal empire. 
Shah Safi sent reinforcements to Qandahlr and at 
the same time, at the instigation of those nobles, 
preferred a charge of embezzlement against Ali Mardan 
- 3 Khan . The latter comprehending the real intentions of 
the Sh'ah now accepted Shahjahan's proposal and fled to 
his court where he was well received and granted the 
rank of 5000/5000. His rank was soon increased to 
6000/6000, and he was also appointed i^ ubedar of Kashmir. 
1. AAA, II, pp. 1041, 1086; Lahori, II, p. 27; Sadiq 
Khan, ff. 44(b)-45(a). 
2. Lahori, II, pp. 27-34; Sadiq Khan, ff. 45(a)-(b); 
Z.Kh., Ill, p. 28. 
3. Bemier says that Ali Mardan Khen was recalled from 
Qandahar to give the account of his government, Cf. 
Travels in the Mughal Empire, p. 184, 
4. iShori, II, pp. 92, 123-24, 125-26. 
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A distinction was always made in the Mughal Empire 
between those immigrants who came with some administrative 
background and experience in civil and political matters 
and those without it; and the former were generally 
1 '' - -
awarded h i g h e r ranks and o f f i c e s . Accord ing ly A l i hardan 
Khan and some of h i s companions were awarded h igh r p n k s , 
' A I I Marda"]:! K^an was g ran ted the h i g h e s t r ank of 7000/7000 
Umara' __ _ 2 
(5000x2-3h) and the t i t l e of Amir -u l /and Y a r - i Wafadar. 
His t o t a l s a l a r y amounted t o 12 k a r o r dams i:he h i g h e s t 
3 
s a l a r y ever r e c e i v e d by any nob le a f t e r Asaf I2?an, I t 
i s a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h r o u g h o u t h i s l i f e A l l Mardan 
Khan he ld one or the o t h e r of t he t h r e e con t iguous 
p rov inces of Kashmir, Lahore and Kabul, the most s t r a t e g i c 
4 
t e r r i t o r i e s in the n o r t h - w e s t of the empi re . Moreover, 
in b e i n g / t h e v i c i n i t y of Qandahar, on the one hand, and 
Balkh and Sadakhshan, on the o t h e r , Kabul always needed 
n o t only an exper i enced g e n e r a l b u t a l s o a oe r son w e l l 
acqua in ted w i t h the r e g i o n ; and A l i Mardan Khan's l o n g e s t 
5 
s t a y a t Kabul tends t o s u g g e s t t h a t he had the f u l l 
conf idence of Sh"ahjahan, who was faced wi th the h o s t i l i t y 
of both P e r s i a n and the Uzbeks , 
1 . See a n t e . Chapter Two. 
2 . Lahor i , I I , p p . 222, 320 -21 , 497-98; Z.Kh. I l l , p . 2 8 . 
3 . I b i d , pp . 320 -21 ; Waris , p . 1 3 5 . 
4 . M, Athar A l l ' s a r t i c l e o p . c i t . , in Medieval Ind ia -
A M i s c e l l a n y . I l l , p p . 94, 99-100. 
5 . I b i d . 
29 T 
r - _ _ 
During his governorship of Kabul Ali Mardan Khan was 
sent agains t the Uzbeks, In the 18th R.Y. (1645) he sent 
h i s conf iden t ia l servants Farhad and Faridun aga ins t 
_ r _ 1 
Tardi Ali Qatgjhan , who^ a f t e r a shor t engagement, took 
to f l i g h t . In 164 6 he was sent along with Prince Murad 
Bakhsh, aga in s t the Uzbeks and to conquer Balkh and 
Badakhshan. At t h i s time Sul tan Khusrau, Eahram Sultan 
and Subhan Quli Sul tan , three sons of Nazar Muhammad 
Khan came and paid homage to Prince Murad while Nazar 
2 -
Muhammad Khan fled to Pe r s i a , However, Murad BaWish, 
in s p i t e of Shahjahan's p roh ib i t ion , re tu rned to India for 
which the pr ince was censured and Sa'adullah Kfaan was 
sent to Balldi. I t would seem t h a t normally Ali Mardan 
Khan would have been asked to take over charge of BalWi, 
but his being an I r an i and so a suspected Shia made 
t h i s i m p o l i t i c . As Lahori t e l l s us, "Although servants 
of t h i s f a i t h - p r o t e c t i n g cour t , whether I r a n i s and 
o the r s , are in obedience to and following the Emperor, 
f irr i in upholding true b e l i e f s abs ta in from the fa lse 
b e l i e f s of the deviatirjg and the s e l f - s e r v i n g , yet as 
the long standing h o s t i l i t y between the Uzbeks and 
1. Tardi Ali Qatgjian was the guardian of Subhan 
Quli y^an the "son of Nazar Muhammad Khan and 
the governor of Kahmard and i t s neighbourhood, 
See Lahori , I I , pp. 401-404, 456-63. 
2 . I b i d . , , pp. 482-92; 512-43; 548-56. 
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Qizil-bashes, owing to religious differences, had reached 
such a state th=it reconciliation and friendship is on no 
account possible, the Emperor did not find it advisable 
to appoint All Mardan Khan as governor of the guba BalW] 
in spite of his joining the Sunni sect upon entering the 
service of this court. Because of the inopportune act of 
Prince Murad Balchsh and some others of the victorious 
army, large numbers of the Almans, having ventured to cross 
the Oxus River, had ravaged some parts of BadaWishan and 
other places. Therefore, the Emperor ordered that after 
Allami's (Saad ullah Khan's) arrival at Balkh, Ali Mardan 
Khan should proceed to Qunduz and address himself to deal 
with the Almans, and having slaughtered a number, force 
them to retire accross the Oxus. Since the Governor of 
Badakhshan had to stay in Balkh for some time for organi-
sing his affairs and his escorts, Ali Mardan Khan was to 
stay in Qunduz till his arrival. After the said Governor 
reached Badakhsh'an, Ali Mardan Khan should proceed to 
1 
^uba Kabul of which he was Governor", 
When Aurangzeb was sent to take charge of Balkh 
and Badakhshan Ali Murdan Khan was again sent there. 
At this time he had an encounter in Timurabad, with 
r r — 
Abdul A z i z , t h e e l d e s t son of N a z a r Muhammad Khan and 
1 . i^ihori / i i , p . 6 8 . 
2 . I b i d , f p , 6 3 3 . 
:'34 
the governor of Bukhara, Ali Mardan Khan defeated Beg 
Oghli and Qutlugh Muhanmnad Sultan and Yadgar Tukariya 
one after the other in a battle that continued for seven 
days in which the Uzbek army sustained great losses. 
Afterwards when Balkh and Badakhshan were restored to 
Nazar Muhammad, Ali Mardan I^an came back to Kabul. 
After some time he was allowed to go to Kashmir, where 
2 
the climate was more suitable for him. 
When prince Dara Shukoh was appointed to lead an 
expedition to Qandahar and the province of Kabul was 
assigned to his eldest son Sulaiman Shukoh in 1653 
Ali Mardan Khan was again posted there. Thereafter he 
again went to Kashmir, it was during this time that he 
was summoned to court towards the close of 1656* He had 
an attack of dysentry and in the beginning of the 31st 
R.Y. (1657) while returning to Kashmir he died at 
Machhiwara (on 16th April, 1657). He was hurried in 
3 
his mother's tomb at Lahore, 
r - „ 
After Al i Mardan j e a n ' s death h is property and 
e f fec t s to the amount of one crore of rupees in cash 
1, Lahori, II»p.68 6-709. 
2, Warig, pp, 131, 138, 140, 
3, Salih, III, p. 246, 
1)5 
and kind were taken in to the imperial Treasury, But 
afterwards^ out of th i s amount only 50 lacs of rupees 
were re ta ined in the t r easu ry ; and of the balance 3D 
lacs of rupees were allowed to Ibrahim Khan and the 
remaining 20 lacs were d i s t r i b u t e d among the three sons 
and ten daughters , 
Among Ali Mardan Khan's sons, the e l d e s t Muhammad 
Ali was l e f t in Iran as hostage with Shah S a f i . Shahjahan 
sent a l e t t e r to Sh'ah S a f i ' s successor Sh"ah Abbas I I to 
2 
secure h is r e l e a s e . But i t i s not known whether he was 
r 
ever sent to India, of the remaining four sons, Abdullah 
Beg and Ibrahim Beg flourished during the reigns of 
Shahjahan and Aurangzeb, Ismail Beg and Ishaq Beg both 
reached only the ranks of 1,500/800 and died in the 
3 
battle of Samugarh. 
The person in this family who attained the highest 
position under Aurangzeb was Ibr'ahim Khan, He surpassed 
all of his kinsmen in terms of mangabs and offices. 
Under Shahjahan he had been promoted to the rank of 
4 
4000/3000 but was not entrusted with any independent 
1. Salih, III, pp.247-48. 
2. Lahori, II, pp. 497-98. 
3. Ibid., p. 246; H.U., II, p. 807. 
4. ivl.U. 1(a) , p. 295. 
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assignment. It was during the reign of Aurangzeb that as 
a reward of his valuable services in the war of succession, 
he was given rapid promotions and was raised to the rank 
of 6000/6000. He remained gubedar of various provinces 
one after the other except for a short interval of about 
four years during his entire term of fortyeight years' 
seirvice under Aurangzeb, It is also significant that 
during this period he was appointed subedar of Kashmir 
2 
thrice. He got a fourth tenure there during Bahadur 
Shah I's reign. He died at Ibrahimabad Sodhra in Lahore 
in 1709,^ 
During his viceroyalty of Bengal (1690-99) his son 
Zabardast Khan was faujdar of the chaklas of Burdwan, 
Jessore, Midnapur and Hugli and he defeated the self-
- _ - 4 
styled king Rahim Shah, a rebel Afghan of the region. 
In 1700 he was appointed subedar of Awadh and promoted 
5 
to the rank of 3000/2500. In 1705 he was appointed 
?ubedar of Ajmer, being transferred from the faujdari 
of Laldii jungle. 
1. M.A., p. 493; M.U., 1(a), p. 299. 
2. Kazim, pp, 42 6-27; M.A., p. 23 6; M.U. 1(a), pp.298-99; 
also see M, Athar All's article op, cit,, in Medieval 
India - A Miscellany, I, pp. 63-100, 
3. M.U., 1(a), p. 300. 
4 . Ghulam Husain Salim, Riyag-us S a l a t i n , (Eng. t r ans . ) 
Abdus Salam, Delhi, Repr int , 1975, pp. 234-35. 
5 . M.A., p . 3 9 7 ; M . U . , I ( a ) , p , 3 0 0 , 
6. I b i d , , pp, 496-97; Ib id . 
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Ibrahim Khan's second son Yaqub Khan was deputed 
wi th him t o Bengal and when he v/as t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
Al lahabad , Ya'qub I^an was a l s o t r a n s f e r r e d be ing appoin ted 
as f au jda r of J aunpur . in the r e i g n of Bahadur Shah I 
he was g r a n t e d the t i t l e of Ibrahim }^an and was appointed 
- 2 
deputy subedgr of Lahore under Asaf-ud Daula . 
Fida ' i Khan, a t h i r d son of Ibrahim Khan i s mentioned 
fo r the f i r s t t ime in the Ma^a^jr-i Alamgir i be ing deputed 
in 1684 a long wi th h i s f a t h e r t o Kashmir. There he was 
3 
engaged in a campaign a g a i n s t T i b e t , 
Bes ides A l i Marda"n Khan's family a l a r g e r e t i n u e 
of h i s t r u s t e d s l a v e s and o f f i c e r s accompanied him and 
each one of them was awarded wi th a s u i t a b l e rank and 
4 
o f f i c e acco rd ing t o h i s e x p e r i e n c e . Among them the 
most prominent were Murshid Qu l i Khan ( the famous djwan 
- — ' - - 5 
of the Deccan) , Hussain Beg Khan Zig and A l i Beq S u l t a n , 
_ r — _ 
Hussain Beg Khan, A l i Mardan 's s o n - i n - l a w , was 
s e p a r a t e d from him and appo in t ed Akhtabeqi (mas te r of 
horse) in 164 6 - a pos t which was g ran ted t o only ve ry 
t r u s t e d n o b l e s . In 1648 he was appoin ted gubedar of 
1 . M.A,, p , 3 8 7 , 
2 . M.U., 1 ( a ) , pp , 300-301 , 
3 . M^A., p . 23 6. 
4 . Lahor i , l i , p . 124. 
5 . Husain Beg Khan Zig and Al l Beg S u l t a n were h i s sons -
in - l aw a l s o , 
6 . Lahor i , l l , p,492y W i r i s , p , 3 6 ; S S l i h , I I , pp . 434, 4 68 
M.U., K b ) , p . 5 9 2 . 
20S 
Kashmir with the t i t l e of Khan*. in 1654 he was made 
_ ~ _ 2 - 3 
faujdar of Miyan-i Doab and in 1658 the Mir - i Tuzuk. 
In the b a t t l e of Samugarh he was a pa r t i s an of Da"ra 
Shukoh and was in charge of the royal a r t i l l e r y . But 
a f t e r Dari. Shukoh's f l i g h t he joined Aurangzeb and was 
4 
appointed faui'dar of Bangash in 1659. Here he remained 
t i l l 1675 and was then t r ans fe r red as faui'dar to Jaunpur 
5 - ' 
where he died in 1676. Of h i s sons Mirza Ataullah had 
a rank of 700 za t and Muhammad Aman was deputy subedar 
of Kabul and held the t i t l e of Nasir Khan. In 1703 he 
was removed from the off ice and h i s rank was reduced as 
7 
punishment for ce r t a in offences . Another son-in-law of 
Al i Mardan Khan, Ali Beg Sul tan was appointed deputy 
subedar of Kashmir soon a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l from Iran in 
1638 and received a rank of 2000 z a t . 
f — _ _ 
Among the servants of Ali Mardan J^an who came 
along with him it was only Murshid Quli Khan who, on 
1. Waris, p.36; Salih, III, p.23; M.U., 1(b), p.592. 
2. Ibid., p.266; Ibid, p. 237; Ibid. 
3. Salih, III, p. 266; M.U., 1(b), p.592. 
4. Kazim, p. 218; Ibid., p. 593. 
5. M ^ . , p.140; Ibid. 
6. M.U., 1(b), p.593. 
7. M^., p.439; Cf. M._U. , III, pp. 833-35, where he is 
mentioned as gubedar of Kabul and not having been 
punished for any offence, 
8. Lahori, n , pp.170, 190-91; Sadiq Khan, f. 49(b). 
20!^  
a c c o u n t of h i s person.^1 e x p e r i e n c e and a b i l i t y , c o u l d 
a t t a i n t h e r a n k of 3 0 0 0 / 1 , 5 0 0 and t h e o f f i c e of Diwan 
1 t o w a r d s t h e c l o s e of S h a h j a h a n ' s r e i g n in 1 6 5 8 . He had 
a l s o been p r e v i o u s l y a p p o i n t e d a s d iwan of t h e P u n j a b 
and M u l t a n , M i r - i A t i s h , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of e l e p h a n t 
s t a b l e s , f a u j d a r of Kangrah f o o t h i l l s , A]£btabeqi ( m a s t e r 
- - _ 2 
of t h e h o r s e ) and diwan of t h e Deccan by S h a h j a h a n . 
In I n d i a A l i Marda"n j ^ a n e s t a b l i s h e d m a r r i a g e 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h w e l l r e p u t e d I r a n i a n f a m i l i e s . His son 
I b r a h i m l<han m a r r i e d t h e d a u g h t e r of Yahy" , a son of 
3 S a i f Khan, B e s i d e s h i s two d a u g h t e r s who had been 
a l r e a d y m a r r i e d t o H u s s a i n Beg Khan and A l i Beg S u l t a n 
4 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , he had two more d a u g h t e r s . One of them 
S a h i b i i was m a r r i e d t o Amir Khan Mir M i r a n , t h e son of 
K h a l i l u l l a h Khan Y a z d i , a w e l l - k n o w n f a m i l y of J a h a n g i r ' s 
t i m e . The o t h e r d a u g h t e r was m a r r i e d t o Z a h i d P(han 
K o k a ' s s o n F a i z u l l a h Khan^ whose g r a n d - d a u g h t e r was 
m a r r i e d a g a i n i n t h e f a m i l y of I n a y a t u l l a h Khan K a s h m i r i , 
7 
an i m p o r t a n t n o b l e of A u r a n g z e b . 
1 . Kazim, p p . 4 4 , 5 4 . 
2 . L a h o r i , I I , p p . 177 , 2 3 0 , 3 3 1 , 362 , 4 7 1 , 6 8 8 ; 
War ig , p p . 67 , 192 , 2 3 5 , 307-8? a l s o Cf. ? a d i q Khan, 
f f . 8 6 ( b ) , 9 0 ( b ) . 
3 . W a r i s , p . 2 5 7 . 
4 . S a l i h , I I I , p . 2 4 8 . 
^* IlHEliiS' P.«^50' M.U. , I I I , p p . 3 3 5 - 4 2 . See s e c t i o n (V) in^Zr 
6 . W a r i s , p . 2 9 5 , Zah id lOjan K o k a ' s mo the r H u r l Khanam 
n u r s e d P r i n c e s s J a h a n A r a , t h e e l d e s t d a u g h t e r of 
S h a h j a h a n . See M.U., I I , p p . 3 7 0 - 7 2 , v o l . I l l , p p . 2 8 - 3 0 
7 . M.A. , p p . 4 7 9 - 8 0 . For ""inayat u l l a h K h a n ' s b i o g r a n h v 
s ee MjJJ. , I I , p p . 8 2 8 - 3 2 . 
nno 
I t is worth mentioning t h a t Sahibj i he rse l f was 
a competent lady so much so tha t she ran the adminis t ra-
t ion of Kabul on her husband's behalf when he died 
without leaving an h e i r . She cont ro l led the rebi=Ilious 
Afghans in the province to Aurangzeb's s a t i s f a c t i o n t i l l 
1 
the a r r i v a l of the new governor. 
As fa r as mangabs, held by the family, are 
concerned c e r t a i n i n t e r e s t i n g fac t s emerge from our 
information. During the e n t i r e reign of Shahjahan i t 
appears t h a t many members of Al i Mardan lOian's family 
and his companions were granted mangabs, and some of 
them were very rapid ly promoted. But none of his sons, 
even Abdullah Beg and Ibrahim Reg, who held the ranks 
of 2,500/1,500 and 4000/3000 respec t ive ly in 1658, was 
assigned any independent o f f i c e . They are genera l ly 
found to be deputed with t h e i r fa ther or a t the most as 
a u x i l i a r i e s in expedi t ions . The only exception i s 
offered by Husain Beg Khan being appointed A]<^tabegi, 
- _ 2 
Mir-i-Tu2uk and gubedar of Kashmir and other o f f i c e s . 
As regards Ali Mardan Khan's personal promotions 
and h is successive appointments, i t appears t h a t he was 
1 . M.U. 1 ( a ) , p p . 2 8 4 - 8 5 , 2 8 6 - 8 7 . 
2. Lahori, I I , p .49 ; Waris, p .36 ; Sa l ih , I I I , p .266. 
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promised the highest possible rank and office as 
a reward of making over Qandahar to Sh"ahjahan. This 
was inspite of his being vulnerable to suspicion, 
being a recent defector. The granting of the mangab 
of 4000/3000 to Ibrahim Khan apparently seems to be 
out of consideration for the fact that he was the 
eldest and most favourite son of Ali Mardan Kh'an« 
It was he alone who under Aurangzeb also was promoted 
to 6000/6000; his son Muhammad Khalil Zabardast Kh'an 
2 
too obtained a rank of 3,500/3,500. Thus the line 
of the main promotions descended through Ibrahim Khan. 
The total ranks held by the family during the 
reign of Shlhjahan and Aurangzeb was 23,700/13,700 
(500x2-3h) and 17,700/14, 100 (500x2-3h) respectively. 
Besides being a military commander and a civil 
administrator Ali Mardan Wian was a great builder. 
The laying out of a number of gardens, sarais and 
residential buildings in Kashmir and Lahore are attri-
buted to him. 
His buildings can broadly be classified into 
two types-private buildings such as personal mansions 
1. There was always an apprehension among the Irani 
nobles of Shahjahan that 'Ali Mardan Khan could not 
be loyal servant. See Z.Kh., Ill, pp. 28-9. 
2. _M.A., pp. 496-97. 
30 '} 
djavell.-^ ;) in Kashmir and Peshawar and his ovm tomb 
at Lahore; and public works like canals, gardens and 
sarais. Construction of sarais in Kashmir was felt to 
be necessary by Gh'ahjahan ov/ing to the obstructions of 
roads by heavy rain and snov/fall during winter. Hence, 
sarais at every stage (manzil) were constructed under 
the supervision of Ali Mardan lOian in order to provide 
places of refuge to travellers. In 1639 Naqdi Beg, an 
employee and apparently an architect of Ali Mardan Khan, 
was given the charge of repairing and widening roads 
through Kashmir . Similarly, in 1646 when Ali Mardan 
Khan was subedar of Kabul the work was undertaken to 
3 
clean and level the hilly routes in Peshawar. As many 
as seven sarais are known to have been constructed 
by Ali Marda'n iCjan and the Hiripur road was repaired 
and developed in Kashmir during his governorship 
there. 
Ali Mardan Khan also constructed a number of 
'' — _ -
gardens both in Kashmir and Lahore. The Aliabad garden 
1. Pir Ghulam Hasan Kh^ihami, Tarilsb-i-Uasan, Srinagar, 
1954, Vol. i, p.2'^9. The Have 11 was built of 
stone and furnished with fountains and springs. 
At Peshawar his ]:iavell was constructed after 
the Iranian fashion which did not appeal to 
Ghahjahan. Lahorl, II, p.504^ Sadiq W]an, f.63(a). 
2. Lahorl. II, pp. 169-70. 
3. oadiq I^an, f. 63(a). 
4. TariKh-i Hasan, II, p.507. These were Sarai 
Mhampurj_ Sar5i Shajahmarg; Sarai Bahram Gal la; 
Sarai Hirapur; Sarai Poshana; Sarai Sokhta and 
Sarai Thanna. 
?03 
at village Til Bal in Kashmir was constructed in 
1654. This has beautiful buildings, strong walls, 
a 
a large canal and big pond with springs and 
fountains. At Lahore the Naulakha and the Shalimar 
gardens became important picnic resorts and particu-
larly the latter had been a place of attraction for 
Iranis, Turanis and people from other parts of the 
2 _ _ _ 
world. The Shalamar was in fact a combination of 
seven gardens such as Anguri Bagh, Inayat Bagh^ Faiz 
Ba]<_hsh_,Hayat Bakhsh, Farah Bakhsh, Mahtabi Bagh and 
Gulabi Bagh. The plan of the whole garden was laid 
out in such a way that all the seven gardens were at 
a sloping ground having a large pond on the highest 
level. The water fell in short waterfalls through the 
3 
first garden to reach the lowest level of the garden. 
Towards the south of the garden there was a stone 
Ijammam being divided into three parts the first and 
the second parts had two fountains; and the third had 
a tank and a bathroom witn facilities of cold and hot 
4 _ _ r - _ _ 
water. Sujan Rai tells us that "Ali Mardan j^ ian 
1. Tarilsb-i tjasan, I, p.300. 
2. Sadiq JS^ an, f.56(a). A garden ' Gan j Ali Khan Bagh' 
in Qandahar named after his father suggests that 
construction of gardens had been a practice in 
his family. See Wa"ris, pp. 79-8 5, 
3. Kanhiya Lai, Tarikb-i Lahore, Victoria Press 
Lahore, 1884, pp. 257, 354-59, 362-63; Cf. Muhammad 
Baqir, Lahore-Past and Present, Punjab University 
Press, Lahore, 1052, p.304. 
4. Tarikh-i Lahore, pp. 357-58. 
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renamed Sodhara (a tov/ri in the sarkar of Lahore) on 
the bank of river Chenab, as Ibrahimabad after the 
name of his son Ibrahim Kbian. He laid out a garden 
(in Ibrahimab'ad) which could be favourably compared 
with Shalamar garden. He also constructed a number of 
beautiful buildings there. Six lacs of rupees were 
spent on the construction of buildings, garden and on 
digging of a canal to provide water to the garden. 
One village out of the villages of Sodhara was granted 
to Ali Mardan as eltamqlia for the up-keep of the garden 
and the city". 
The most important work undertaken by Ali 
Mardan Khan was the construction of a projected canal 
designed to bring water to Lahore from the hills at 
Raj pur near Nurpur, to the length of some 48V2 kurohs» 
The work was undertaken in 1639 to bring the water for 
the irrigation of land and Sh"alaniar garden then being 
laid out by Mialilullah Mhan and also to provide 
2 
abundance of water to the citizensof Lahore. The 
emperor advanced one lakh of rupees for the project but 
when in the 16th R.Y. the canal was completed it was 
1. Sujan Rai Bhandari, Kbula?at-ut Tawarijsb/ ed. Zafar 
Hasan, Delhi, 1918, p.74. 
2. Lahorl, II, pp. 168-69, 233-34, 311-12, 315; 
Sadiq Wian, ff. 50(b); 56(a); Z. Kh., III, p. 28. 
?.{}h 
found that water could not reach the city. Another 
one lakh ol rupees was advanced and Mulla Alaul Mulk 
Tuni Fazil Khan was assigned the project. He used 
f ~ — _ 
only five Icurohs length of Ali Mardan Khan's canal 
and excavated a new length of 32 kurohs, so as to 
bring water finally to Lahore. 
Ali Mardan W}^" built a market complex in 
Peshawar during his governorship. It was a roofed 
four-laned bazar. When Shahjahan visited the i.i-irket 
he was so much impressed that he desired to send the 
same plan to Mukaramat Khan the officer-in-charge 
of Delhi fort under construction at that time to 
9 
help him construct a market there on the same pattern." 
Significantly enough Ali Mardan Khan is found 
to have been maintaining some karK^anas in Lahore and 
Kashmir where goods such as carpets and shawls were 
manufactured. In the 30th R.Y. of Sh'ahjahan (1657 A.D.) 
on the occasion of the emperor's lunar weighing 
ceremony Ali Mardan iCian sent to the emperor fine 
merchandise including woolen carpets and shawls produced 
in his workshops. 
1. Lahori, II, pp. 233, 315; Sadiq lOian, f.56(a). 
2. Ibid, p.504; Ibid., f.63(a). It also suggests that 
'Ali Mardan Khan was fond of adopting different 
architectural styles in his buildings. 
3. Waris, p.373. 
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References to the Geaealogical Cnart 
Numbers prefacing names of 
persons'in thn Chart Sources 
1:2 
1:3 
1:4; 4:14 S/L 2 
2:5 
2:6+7 1-8+9 
2:6; 6 = d/o Yahya S/o 
Sai f Khan 
2:11; 11 = 'AII 3eg Sultan 
S/L 2 
2:12; 12 = Amir Khan Mir 
Mi ran 
2:13; 13 = Faimullah Khan 
Faizuliah lOian : 20:^3 = 
Hidayatullah 
6:15 f-16 
6 : 17 
14 : 18 + 19 
15 : 21 
19 : i2 
A.A.A., I, 414, 559. 
A.A.A., I, 884-85. 
Lahori II, 124, 159, 177, 412; 
M.U. I, 591-92. 
Lahori, II, 497-98. 
Lahori, 11,245; M.u. I, 2^5; 
II, 807. 
Waris, 257. 
Lahori, II, 170, 100-91. 
Tuzuk, 150; M.U. Ill, 335-42. 
Waris, 295. 
M.A., 479. 
M.A. 387, 397; M.U. I, 300; 
T.M. 32. 
:!.A., 236. 
M.U., I, 593. 
T.M., 107. 
M.U., III, 833-35. 
O n o 
I I I , Khawafls and M a u r i s 
The ^ a w a f l s 
^awafi means "coming from Khawaf", which is a 
district and town in Khurisan in eastex-n Persia. It 
lies between the district of Bakhjarz to the north and 
that of Qain to the south-west, adjacent to the modem 
Iran-Afghanistan border along the south of the ^oad 
2 
running from Mashhad to that city. At the present time, 
Wiawaf forms one of the five components (bajsbshs) of the 
Shahrastan (fortified city) of Turbat-i Haydariyya in 
the ustan or province of Khurasan; and this administrative 
3 
division also includes Zawzan , Commenting on Khawaf 
and its people, during the reign of Akbar Amin Ahmad 
Razi, the author of Haft Iqlim, who was also a native 
of Iran, says that Khawaf has always been the 'mother 
1. Blochmann's note in Ain-i-Akbari tr. Blochmann, 
vol. 1, (second edition) Delhi 1965, p.493, 
Cf. G. Le Strange, Land of Eastern Caliphate, 
Cambridge, University Press, 1930, pp.352, 357-58. 
2. The Encyclopaedia of Islam, New Edition, ed. E. Van 
Donzel, B. Lewis and Ch. Pellat, vol. IV, Leiden, 
1978, p.910. 
3. Ali Akbar, Loqhat-Name Dehkhod^,ed, Muhammad Moin 
and Syed Ja'afar Shahidi, No.167, Letter Kh. Fascicule 
9, Tehran 1970, p.816; See also Encyclopaedia of Islam, 
op.cit. 
on ICf^ 
soil* of just and religious rulers, historians, shai)^s, 
'uLama'and beneficent wazirs, Ihe author adds that they 
were all so ambitious and efficient in discharging their 
duties that wherever they went, they obtained distinction 
2 
and became favourites of their masters. The Al-muzaffar 
dynasty belonged to Khawaf and seven of its rulers had 
ruled in Pars and Shiriz for 59 years. He also gives an 
account of the leading Shaikhs and learned men of the 
time such as Shailsb Satijan (Subhan) better known as 
Rukn-ud Din Muhammad, Shail^ Zain-ul Millat wa-Aldin^ 
and his grandson. Shaikh) Zain gadr who was one of the 
learned men of his age and was distinguished by his long 
service with Babur. Under Humayun, he was exalted to the 
3 
rank of an Amir. The author also names some important 
wazirs who served under Shah RuWi Mirzi, Babur Mirza, 
Abu Said Mirza and Sultan Husain Mirza. They were Khwaja 
Ghiyasuddin Pir Ahmad, Mirza Ala'ud Daulah, Mirza Sultan 
Muhammad and Khyaja Majd-ud Din. The last one, in the 
reign of Sultan Husain Mirza, was elevated to such 
dignity that he put the seal on the royal orders and 
1. Haft Iqlim, op.cit./ vol._ ;, p.169 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p.171; Cf. M.U. I, p.669. 
IIO 
mandates (Abkim wa Manshurat) • A nxirriber of other 
dignitaries, scholars and learned men from Khawaf are 
2 
also mentioned by him by name, 
A fourteenth century chronicler, Hamdullah 
Mustavfi Qazwini, writes that the people of Khawaf 
were of the Hanafite sect, law-abiding and very much 
attached to their faith. They were friendly to strangers, 
being given to charity; and they often made the 
3 
pilgrimage to Mecca. In the 17th centuiry, the author 
of the gakhirat-ul Kbawanin, states that formerly the 
people of iChawaf were known to be bigoted Sunnls. When 
Shah Abbas Safavi, in the beginning of his reign, came 
to Khawaf he forced them to recite tabarra (condemnation 
of the first three Caliphs) as is customary with Shias, 
but they refused, for which many of them were punished. 
However, the lOiawafis later emerged as staunch Shias 
4 just as they had formerly been bigoted Sunnis, Thus, 
it appears that religious persecution was initially 
severe in the area and quite possibly it drove some 
1. Haft Iqllm, p.173; Cf. M^U., I# 669. 
2. Ibid., pp.174-76. 
3. Nuzhat-al Qulub, tr. G, Le Strange, London, 1919, 
p.152. 
4. Z. Kh., vol, I, pp.195-96, Cf. M^.# vol, I, p.669. 
in 
Khawafi^ t o m i g r a t e . From Zainuddln '.Vasafi, t h e a u t h o r 
f_ 
of Badal-ul waqaal, who was in Qiurasan when Shah Ismail 
defeated Shaibani lOjan, we learn that it was difficult 
even for Taf?ili sunnis to live freely in I^ iurasan. 
Shamsuddin Khawafi, was also apparently a victim 
of such persecution. He was the son of Igi^ j^a Aliuddin, 
2 
a leading man of Khawaf. He came to India sometime 
in the reign of Akbar and became his protege. Soon he 
acquired a position of trxist and, in 1595, he was 
appointed Diwan of Kabul, After some time he was made 
the Diwan of the Empire (Diwan-i Kul). In 1598, when 
after a stay of fourteen years in the Punjab, Akbar 
moved to Agra leaving behind the Begums and Prince 
Khurram at Lahore, Shamsuddin was made governor of Lahore 
(Punjab) HQ died at Lahore in 1599-1600. In spite of 
his being trusted so highly, he never took advantage of 
it. He had a large family whose members acquired 
mangabs and commanded respect. After his death, the 
1. Zainuddln Mahmud Wasafi, Badai-u1 Waqaai, ed. Alexander 
Baldinor, Moscow, 1961, vol. I, pp.2, 3, 4, 19, 20. 
See also Afzal Husain, 'Growth of Irani Element in 
Akbar's Nobility', in P.I.H.C., op.cit., p.168 and n 15. 
2. Z.Kh,, vol. I, p.195. 
3. A.N. Ill, p, 746. 
4. Ibid., p.772, 
5. Z.Kh. I, p.195; -MiU. II, pp.676-77, 
n 1 0 13 
charge of the exchequer of the Punjab was conferred 
upon his younger brother, Khwaja Momin, again a man 
of good understanding of affairs. His son, Khwaja 
Abdul lOialiq, was, in the time of Jahangir, very 
intimate with Mirza Abul Hasan Asaf iOian. During Coup 
d' etat in 1625, Mahibat lOian killed him simply because 
of his intimacy with Asaf Khan. 
During the life-time of Khwaja Shamsuddin 
^awafi, his brother-in-law, Mlrak Kamaluddin, who was 
also from a leading family of Khawaf, alongwith his 
son, Mirak Husain, came to India and, apparently on 
the recommendation of Kj^ wija Shamsuddin, became one 
of the chief servants of Akbar. In India, Mirak Kamalu-
ddin married one of the daughters of the Saiyids of his 
— r _ 
native city, and had a son Mirak Ataullah, In Akbar's 
time, he received a rank of 700 zat. He was first made 
bal^shi of At:idis at Kabul and later on was appointed 
diwan of Patna, where he died by the close of Sh"ahjahan*s 
reign. His first son, Mirak Husain (who had accompanied 
him irom Khawaf), distinguished himself during the reign 
of Jahangir and held high office. After Shahjahan's 
accession, he became diwan of the Deccan. From that 
1. Iqbil-nama, p.267, 
13 
day this office is said to have been made hereditary 
in this family. We find that up to the reign of Muhammad 
Shiih, the descendants of this family were entrusted with 
this post. Mir Muhammad Husain Khan, a great grandson 
of Mirak Moinuddin Aminat lOian, held the post in 1746; 
he also held the diwanl of Asaf Jah's establishment. 
Mirza Arab Wiawafi, a saiyid of IChawaf, came to 
India sometime in the reign of Jahangir and he was soon 
appointed waqi'a niqar-i huzur (Recorder of proceedings 
at the court). Afterwards he was raised to the position 
of an .^ mir. He had two sons. The first, Mirza 
Shamsuddin was killed during his father's life by his 
own servant while he was engaged in whipping him. The 
second, Mir Ahmad got important appointments and 
promotions during the time of Shahjahin and Aurangzeb. 
It is said that he was a favourite of Aurangzeb and 
during his reign Aurangzeb gave him the title of Mustafa 
J3)an, his rank being raised to 3000/2000. He was also 
sent as an envoy to the countries of Balkh and Bukhara. 
1. iMJ., I, pp.258-68. 
2. Ibid., II, pp.79-80. 
3. Z.Kh., II, pp.356-57. 
4. Kazim, p.440. 
5. M.A., p.48. 
']i4 
His son was Mir Ahmad Mustafa Khan (the second). For 
some time he was diwan of the household of Nizamul Mulk 
Asaf Jah. He was also appointed to the Deccan. 
During the reign of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb, the 
names of a number of other families from jOiawaf are also 
— r - f-
recorded. They included those of Mir Askari Aqil Wtian, 
Mir Abul Maali, Mu'tamad jOian Muhammad Salih Wiawafi, 
Shaikh Mir |3^ awafi, Iniyat I^ ian Wiawafi, Khwaja Mir 
Khawafi and IQiwaja Jahin Khawafi, 
Among these families, those of Mir Abul Maali 
and Shaildi Mir Khawafi reached the zenith of their power 
and prestige under Aurangzeb, Members of these families 
enjoyed great confidence of the EJnperor. A large number 
of their descendants continued in Mughal service up to 
the end of the reign of Muhammad Shah, 
Thus, the number of Khawafis in the service of 
Mughal Emperors was considerable and particularly during 
Aurangzeb's reign their number was much higher than 
under the preceding regimes (see Chapter IV above), 
1. Z.Kh., II, p.357, 
2. For their biographies see M.U. I, pp.748-49, 798-813; 
II, pp.668-70, 742-46, 813-18, 821-23; III, pp.510-11 
3. See Genealogical Charts at the end of this section. 
0 1 r. 
This was perhaps because of this fact that Aurangzeb 
is said to have patronised the JOianazads , and the 
Khawafis belonged to the old families. 
Information regarding mansabs and important 
offices held by the Khawafi nobles in different years 
have been tabulated at the end of this section, in 
Appendices A and B, 
The table shows that during the reign of Shahjahan 
the Khawafis already held some important offices. But 
their ranks were moderate. gfewaja Jahan Khawafi appears 
to be the highest man^abdar among them with the rank of 
2000/600 and Muzaffar Husain Fida'i iOian, son of Mir 
Abul Maali lOjawafi, held the rank of 1500/800. No other 
iCiawafi is known to have been given the rank of 1000 zat 
- - 2 
and above during the entire reign of Shahjahan. it is 
quite significant that from Akbar to Shahjahan no Khawafi 
1. An interesting event can be cited in this connection. 
One day when Amanat Htian (the second) 10}awafi along 
with his son entered the imperial enclosure (sara 
pardah) in the court, an attendant (chobdar) seized 
the son's hand and kept him back, Amanat Mian in his 
wrath seized the chobdar and brought him to the King 
and said, 'If the Kb^nazads are to be insulted by 
such people, what expectation have they of fame and 
honour in the King's service ?' The King out of respect 
dismissed the whole of the guard for that day (M,U. 
I, pp.287-288). 
2. See the list of lOiawafi nobles under Shahjahan in 
Appendix-A, The list has been compiled on the basis 
of M.Athar All's Apparatus (op.cit.) and supplemented 
by Ma^agir-ul Umara'. The numbers with the initial 
letter 'S' in the second bracket under each entry 
are the serial numbers given in the Apparatus. Figures 
in the first bracket on the other hand shows the years 
of that entry.Athar All has wrongly identified Muzaffar 
Husain, the son of Mir Abul Maali Khawafi, as TurSni. 
.'^ iS 
was ever given the office of gubedar^ whereas under 
Aurangzeb not less than thirteen governorships of 
important provinces were held by the members of different 
Wnawafi families. 
As we have seen, the office of diwan of the Deccan 
was made hereditary in the family of Mirak Husain lOhawafi 
during the reign of Shahjahan; this is corroborated 
by our table which reveals that most of the tir^ : the 
2 
members of this family were entrusted with this post. 
Under Shahjahan, a number of KhawafTs were also appointed 
as bakhshis. Itius, we find that Mirak Ataullah, a son 
of Mirak Kama!, was bakhshi of al;)dis in Kabul. Mirak 
Moinuddin Amanat I^ jan was, at first bakhshi and waqi'a 
nawis of Ajmer and then of Multan. Mir Ahmad Mustafa 
Khan, son of MXr Arab IQiawafi, was bakhshi of Lucknow, 
the second t?akhshi of prince Aurangzeb in the Deccan was 
Aqil jOTian Mir Askari lOiawafl who held the same post 
3 
when Aurangzeb became Emperor. 
It appears from the list of Khawafi nobles under 
Aurangzeb (See Appendix-B) that many jQiawafis held ranks 
1. See.Appendix-B Khawifi nobles^underAurangzeb. These 
lists hav^ e been compiled from Alamgirnama (Kazim) 
Maa^ir-i-Alamqiri (M.A.) and Maasir-ul Umara' (M.U.). 
2. Mir Muhammad Husain IQiain the son of Mir Abdul Qadir 
Dianat Kfian was dfwan of the Deccan in the reign of 
Muhammad Shah (See M.U. Ii, pp.79-80). 
3. See Appendix - A and B and also their biographies in 
the M.U. under each individual. 
?17 
of 1000 zat and above. Shaikh Mir lOiawafi was given the 
mangab of 5000/5000 in 1657-58 and his brother Saiyid 
AmTr I^ ian in 1662-63. Khan-i Jahan Bahadur Zafar Jang 
held the rank of 7000/7000 in 1675-76 and his son, 
Sipahdar jOian 5000/3500 in 1706, Wiafi Wian rightly 
remarks that the Khawafis prospered more in the reign 
of Aurangzeb than in the reign of any preceding Mughal 
Emperor, 
It may be pointed out that during Aurangzeb*s 
reign the families of Mirak Moinuddin Amanat Khan, ShaiW} 
Mir and Wian-i Jahan Bahadur Zafar Jang Kokaltash were 
the most prominent. The office of Piwan of Deccan 
was filled successively by members of Amanat Khan's 
family. Amanat Khan was governor of Kabul and his son 
Mir Husain Amahat ^ati II was governor of Aurangabad, 
A number of other posts sucVi as diwah-i Khalifa, diwan-i 
buyutat, Mutagaddi of the port of Surat, Buyutat-i Rikab, 
and Daftardar-i tan were also in the hands of this 
family. 
Shailsh Mir KhawaTfi was one of the most important 
officers of Aurangzeb . He died fighting for his master 
during the war of succession in the battle of Deorai 
1, K.K. II, p.72. 
liH 
against Dara Shukoh. He had the rank of 5000/5000 (2-.3h) 
in 1658. After his death, Aurangzeb is said to have 
extended much patronage to the members of his family. 
His younger brother, Saiyid Amir I3}an, was appointed 
qiladar of Delhi with the rank of 2000/1500 in 1658,^ 
this was raised later to 4000/3000 in 1659. In 1662-63, 
his rank was further increased to 5000/5000 (10G0x2-3h). 
_ - 3 -
He was appointed gubedar of Kabul. Shaikh Mir's sons, 
Mir Ibrahim and Mir Muhammad Yaqub, were also given ranks 
of 1000/400 and 1000/150 respectively. The former was 
4 
promoted to the rank of 2000/2000 in 1701, 
The family of Mir M&iik Husain lOian-i Jahan 
Kokaltash was apparently the highest and most respected 
family. As his mother had breast-fed prince Aurangzeb, 
Mir Malik Husain and his brother Mir Muzaffar Husain 
were raised to high ranks and became Amirs. The 
latter held the rank of 4000/4000 and the office of 
Mir Atish. IQian Jahan became the highest-ranking Khawafi 
1. Kazim, pp.156-57. 
2. Ibid., p.158. 
3. Ibid., pp.345, 661, 842; M.A., pp.38, 71. 
4. Ibid., pp.345, 661, 856; M.A., p.440. 
5. For their biographical details see M.U. I, pp.798-813. 
6. Kazim, pp.202, 634, 847, 1061. 
:ii9 
officer and obtained governorships of various provinces. 
In 1657-58, his rank was 1000/500 which was raised to 
5000/5000 in 1658-59. He was twice appointed ^ubedar of 
Allahabad (viz. in 1666 and in 1690). In 1674, he was 
again promoted and his rank was increased to 6000/6000 
{2-3h) and was also appointed governor of the Deccan, 
He was also awarded the insignia of Mahl-o-Maratib. In 
1675-76, he was again proinoted to 7000/7000. His eldest 
son Muhammad Hasan Muzaffar Wian, later Himmat Wian, 
was given the rank of 2 500/2200 in 1687 and was appointed 
subedar of Allahabad. In the same year, his second son, 
Muhammad Husain Nlsiri lOjan, later Sipahdar lOian, was 
- _ 2 
appointed subedar of Lahore. In 1694, he was promoted 
to the rank of 3000/3000 and appointed ?ubedar of Allahabad. 
In 1705, he was given promotion and his rank was raised 
to 4000/3500. Next year (1706), he was again promoted 
and received the rank of 5000/3500, A number of other 
descendants of this family were in the Mughal service 
4 till Muhammad Shah's reign. 
Besides these large lOiawafi families, there were 
a number of small ones too. There were many individuals 
whose family relations could not be traced. They were 
1. M^. pp.168, 172, 176, 381, 390. 
2. Ibid., p.283; Cf. M,U. Ill, p.950 gives Deccan. 
3. Ibid., pp.241, 273, 283, 365, 379, 481, 496. See also 
Appendix-B. 
4. See M.U. Ill, 949-51. 
';:'0 
Iniyat K^an iQiawafi, who was a mangabdar of 1000/100 
and dlwan of Khalisa. His son-in-law, Padshah Quli 
_ _ f-
Tahawwur lQ?an, was faujdar of Ajmer in 1679. Aqil IQian 
Mir Askari, the son of Mir Muhammad Taqi, held the mansab 
of 1500/500 in 1658-50, and by 1666 he reached that of 
2500/700, In 1681, he was appointed subedar of Delhi. 
Mir Ahmad Mustafa Khan lOiawafi was a mangabdaTr of 3000/ 
2000 and Qilada'r of Gandikota in Karnatak in 1659.^ 
3 
In 1660 he was appointed Mutagaddi of Surat port and 
- - 4 
was sent as an envoy to Balkh and Bukhara in 1664. 
Khawaja Mir lOiawafi Salabat Khan and his son Tahawwur 
ICian (Fidai Khan) were also important officers under 
Aurangzeb, Besides holding a number of offices such as 
those of Mir Tuzuk, governor of Awadh, Darogba of 
filldiaaa (elephant stable), top)^ana and khas chaukT 
Salabat lOian was also twice appointed as Mir Atish. 
While his son Fidai Khan was made faujdar of Sah'aranpur 
and Darogha of Qurls.bana. In 1659, another individual 
1. See Appendix A and B. 
2. Kazim, p.440; M.A. p.28. 
3. Kazim, p.471. 
4. M^A., p.48. 
5. See Appendix B. For the biographical details of all 
these nobles see M.J, under eac!i individual. 
7 4- JL 
Wiawafi noble, Mir Rustam jOiawafi appears to have been 
promoted to the rank of 1500/1000. In 1666-67 he was 
appointed faujdar and Qarawalbegi of Baroda. 
To sum up, whatever might have been the causes of 
their migration, the Wiawafis were at par with other 
sections of the nobility, though none of the Khawafi 
families was so politically dominant as the family.of 
I'timad-ud Daula was. Appendices A and B clearly show 
that many important central posts such as Mir Atish, 
Mir Tuzuk, Daroqha-'i Topjsbana, second Bakhshl, and 
Bakhshi of Aljdis; and faujdarls of various sarkars and 
QllTjdaris of many important forts were entrusted to them. 
It also appears that they were quite successful in the 
discharge of their services in the provinces. Important 
provinces such as Kabul, Lahore, Gujarat, Bengal and 
the Deccan were some time or the other put under their 
charge. They also held Diwani offices. Perhaps the 
Khawafis were considered very honest and competent in 
the affairs of revenue in those days. 
1. Kazim, pp.399, 986, 
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The Ma'murls 
One name which occurs throughout the 17th century 
is _ _ 
taut has eluded detailed scholarly scrutiny/M^muri. In this 
section the fortunes of individual Ma'muris, and their 
internal relationships are explored, with a view to 
discovering the degree of continuity of rank and Influence 
in this particular case. Since the Ma'muris were largely 
mediiim-ranking officials the information in them has large 
gaps. 
In the biography of Mir Abdur Razzaq Mu^affar 
Kl)an Mamuri, the author of Ma'a§ir-ul Umara'states that 
he was a true Saiyid of Ma'inurabad, a village in the 
vicinity of Najaf, This is a more reasonable ascription 
of their native place than the one suggested by the 
modern translator of the Maasir~ul Umara', that the place 
of origin of the Mamuris was a place called Mamura near 
2 _ _ _ 
Kabul. Quite obviously Shahnawaz i2)an in the 18th 
century was in a fairly good position to know of the 
origin of the Mamuris and his statement may be safely 
1. M.U., vol. Ill, p.376. No place called Ma'murabad 
is mentioned in Haft Iqlim op.cit. or the Raugat-us 
^afa, a comprehensive history of Iran by Mir Kljwand; 
nor is it mentioned in Le Strange's The Lands of 
the Eastern Caliphate, op.cit. Ma'muria - a village 
in the city of JCjurram Shahr and a village of tl'ie 
same name in the city of Nishapur are mentioned in 
Farhang-i Jugbrafiya-i Iran, Vols. 6 and 9 respectively. 
These references are corroborated by Logfaat Name 
Dahkboda, op.cit.. Latter 'M' p.760. 
2. M.U., tr. H. Beveridge, Reprint^Patna 1979, vol. I, 
p.269; he cites Elliot and Dowson's History of India, 
etc. vol, V, p.316. 
n / :-3 
accepted. No connection between Kabul and the Ma'muris 
is, in any case,recorded. 
The Mamuris, were, therefore, Iranis, and indeed 
like the bulk of the Irani nobility, they seem to have 
appeared for the first time during the reign of Akbar. 
The first name which we get is that of Mir Abdur Razzaq 
Ma'^rnilri. Though the Ma'as.ir-ul Umara"* mentions that his 
ancestors had migrated to India , we do not find r-^ icord 
of any earlier member of the family living or serving in 
India. The first reference to Abdur Razzaq Ma'muri 
himself occurs when in June 1586 Qasim Khan led an 
— r 
expedition into Kashmir, and Mir Abdur Razzaq Ma'muri 
2 
was posted with him. In October, 1586 when the imperial 
forces met with a reverse, Qasim lOian sent Mir Abdur 
_ 3 
Razzaq and others in the vanguard. In the same year 
Akbar is said to have introduced certain reforms in the 
administration and dual appointments were made to provin-
— r _ t _ -
c i a l o f f i c e s . Mir Abdur Razzaq Maumuri was a p p o i n t e d 
— - - _ 4 
b a l ^ s h i of ^uba Bihar wi th Rai P a t a r Das as i t s diwan, 
l . M ^ . , I l l , p . 3 7 6 , 
2 . A . N . , 1 1 1 , p . 4 9 6 . 
3. I b i d . , p . 5 0 6 , 
4 . I b i d . , p . 5 1 1 . 
0 / / 
J i t 
In 1592, after the rebellion of Muzaffar Shah Gujarati, 
— -- _ - 1 
Mir Pbdur Razzaq was appointed as Balshshl of Gujarat. 
In 159 3 he was put under surveillance by Mirza Aziz Koka 
before the latter's escape to Hijaz via port Bilawal 
- r - 2 
which was in the jurisdiction of Mir Abdur Razzaq. 
In 15^6 Mir Abdur Razzaq Ma'muri was sent with 
Qulij lOian to join Qasim jOian in operations against the 
3 
Raushaniyas and his good service received notice. He also 
ft 
served with Shaikh Farid Bukhan in Bengal for a long 
time as Bakhshi. When Raja Man Singh, gubedar of Bengal, 
was ordered to lead an expedition against Mewar, there 
was some disturbance in Bengal. Mir Abdur Razzaq Mcfmuri 
was arrested by Masum and Qutlu Lohani, the leaders of 
the rebellion, in or about 1601. Thanks to the timely 
return of Raja Man Singh who dispersed the rebels and 
further by the chance that the executioner who was 
deputed to kill the Mir was shot dead, his life was 
saved. Afterwards, he went to the court and received 
4 
royal favours. 
The Tuzuk suggests that he was imperial Bakhshi 
at the time of Akbar's death. Jahangir refers to his 
1. AjJi.,III# p.6^9. 
2. Ibid., p,638. 
3. Ibid., pp.702, 703. 
4. Ibid., Ill, pp.786-87; Z.Kh. I, p.206; M.U. Ill, pp. 
376-77. 
•J i .) 
earlier defection from his own service but the details 
of the service Abdur Razzaq performed with Prince Salim 
are not available, Inspite of his defection Jahangir now 
confirmed him in his post, and granted him the title of 
Muzaffar Khan. He was appointed as second Bakhshi along 
with Khwaja Jahan, In this service he distinguished 
himself. After some time he was appointed Ba}^shi of Prince 
2 ~ - 3 
Parvez and later on Bakhshi of the court (BaWishi-i Huzur). 
In 1609 Muzaffar Mian Mamuri was sent to direct the 
mansabdars of the army serving in Mewar that they should 
obey the orders of Abdullah Wian, who had replaced 
- - 4 Kahabat Khan, 
For some time in 1612, Muzaffar Mjan Mamuri was 
given the charge of the revenue department in Thatta. 
On the basis of past and current realization, he determined 
the jama^  daml and also assigned jaqirs to Mirza Rustam 
Safavi, the newly appointed gubedar and his dependants. 
In 1616-17 he was appointed gubedar of Thatta and his 
1. Tuzuk, p.6. He seems first to have joined Prince Salim's 
service, but left it "without cause for reason" for that 
of Akbar; Z.Kh. pp,206-7; M^. Ill, 377-78. 
2. Tuzuk, p.7. 
3. Ibid,, p.39. 
4. Ibid,, p.74, 
5. Ibid,, pp.110. 111; Z,Kh., Vol. I, pp.206-207; Vol. II, 
pp.24, 211, 391; M.U. Ill, p,378. 
' > ,' : ; B 
rank was raised to 2500/1000. In 1620-21 he was made 
2 
governor of Agra and in 16 22-23 was assigned the high 
- - 3 _ -
office of Mir Bajsbshi. During the last days of Jahangir's 
- - 4 — -
reign he was appointed gubedar of Malwa, After Jahangir's 
death, Wian Jahan Lodi marching northwards from the Deccan 
seized Malwa from Muzaffar Khan Marauri. After his 
accession Shahjahan assigned Malwa to jCian Zaman, son of 
Mahabat I23^» and Muzaffar Khan Mamuri was obliged to 
live in retirement in the capital. It is not known when 
he died, 
Mir Abdul Wah'ab, a younger brother of Mir Abdur 
- <• - - 1 
Razzaq, was a poet and his pen-name was Inayati. Under 
Jahangir he was made Bakhshi of Qandahar and afterwards, 
when Prince Dawar BaJsbsh was appointed gubedar of Gujarat, 
— 8 
he was made Bakhshi of Gujarat. He died there. 
1 . Tuzuk, p p . 1 5 6 , 2 3 4 . 
2 . I b i d . , p . 3 3 7 . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 3 6 1 . 
4 . Qazwin i , f . l 3 1 ( b ) ; tVU. I l l , p . 3 7 8 . 
5 . L a h o r i 1 ( a ) , p p . 7 6 , 8 2 . 
6 . I b i d . , p p . 1 2 6 , 4 2 7 . 
7 . MJJ. I , p . 1 4 0 . 
8 . Z .Kh. I I , p . 3 0 4 ; M.U. I , p . 1 4 0 . 
Mir Abdul Wahab's son Asad lOian Mamuri served in 
Thatta with, his uncle Muzaffar lOnan Mamuri. Since Asad 
Khan lovred soldierly display he is said to have employed 
a large number of Arghun and Tarkhian youths whom he always 
kept around him at Thatta. .Vhen Prince Parwez went with 
Mahabat lOian, in pursuit of Prince Shahjahan, Asad Khan 
was posted with him, Mah'abat Khan, after coming to 
Burhanpur, put him in charge of Ellichpur. In the war 
''- _ — f 
between Adil Shahi conunander and Malik Arribar, in 1624 
_ _ r_ _ 
he went to reinforce Mulla Lari, the Adil Sh"ahi general, 
along with other officers and man^abdars. --/hen the Adil 
Shahis were defeated at Bhatwadi, Asad _Ktian escaped from 
the battle field and reached Burhanpur. i-Then Shahjahan 
returned from Bengal and besieged Burhanpur, Asad Khan 
helped Rao Ratan in defending the city* As a reward 
of this he was promoted to the post of Bakhshi of the 
2 
Deccan, 
When Khan Jahan Lodi, after the death of Prince 
Parwez, was appointed subedar of the Deccan, he used to 
get up in honour of Aqa Af?al Fazil Khan, who was diwan 
of the Deccan, but did not rise for Asad Khan Mamuri. 
Asad Khan is said to have been displeased, since he was 
1. Z.Kh. II, p.275. 
2. M.U. I, p.140. 
': 4 8 
very conscious of his own status as a Saiyid, The 
2 Badshah Nama implies that he held the rank of 2500/1500 , 
at the time of Jahangir's death. 
In the beginning of Sh'ahjahan's reign Asad Khan 
was recalled and came to court, bringing with him 14 
3 -
elephants as peshkash. Shahjahan overlooked his active 
part in the defence of Burhanpur, and in 1629 appointed 
him faujdar of Lakhi Jungle with an increase of 500 zat, 
whereby his rank was raised to 2500/1500, in 1632, 
while holding the rank of 3000/1500 he died at Lahore . 
According to the ^alibirat-ul Kbawanin a son of Asad Khan 
Mamuri vas killed in a Skirmish between Abdullah I^ ian 
Firoz Jang and the Rana in the 4th regnal year of Jahangir. 
Another Mamuri officer noticed during Jahangir's 
reign is Mir Abdul Karim Ma'^ muri. It seems that he was a 
noted architect. In 1615 he was sent to Mandu with orders 
1. Z. Kh. II, p,275; M.U. I, p.141. 
2. Lahori, 1(a), p.183; This rank was confirmed later by 
Shahjahan, 
3. Ibid., p.197; M.U. I, p.141. 
4. Ibid., p,288; but this seems to be a mistake of the 
scribe. In 1627 his rank is mentioned 2500/1500. After 
an increase of 500 ^at it should be 3000/1500 which is 
given in the decinnial list, Cf. M.U. I, pp.141-42 
gives 2500/2500, which also seems to be a slip. 
5. Lahori 1(a), pp.29\ 317; Z.Kh. II, pp.275-76. 
6. Z.Kh. II, p.68. 
to construct new buildings for imperial use and to repair 
the buildings of the previous sultans. In about a year, 
Mir Abdul Karim got some old buildings repaired and a few 
new ones constructed. Besides, he constructed in the 
2 
city a whole new building on which Rs,3 lakhs were spent. 
When the limperor visited these buildings he granted to 
Mir Abdul Karim the rank of 800/400 and the title of 
Mamur Khan, He is also said to have constructed buildings 
at Lahore at an expense of Rs,7 lakhs in 1520, The famous 
poet and historian Chandra Bhan Brahman was in his 
4 
service at Lahore, 
It seems that at the death of Jahangir, Mir Abdul 
Karim was appointed diwan of the Punjab, he was replaced 
in 1631 by Hakim Jamila-i Kashi. In 1663 he was appointed 
Daroql3a-i I mar at (Superintendent of buildings) of Agra. 
In 1634 he was promoted to the rank of 1000/200. In 1638 
he was given promotion to 1500/200, He was employed in 
1. Tuzuk, p,137. 
2. Ibid., pp.179-180. 
3. Ibid., p.182, 
4. Salih III, pp.434, 443. 
5. Lahori 1(a), p.407. 
6' Ibid., p.474; 1(b), p.76. 
7. Ibid,, pp,2-3, 311. 
8. Ibid., II, pp.103, 732. 
0 
the construction of the Taj Mahal, along with Mulla 
Mursnid Shirizi Makarmat Khan, In 1655 he is mentioned 
as holding four posts, Bakhshi, Waqi^ a nawis, Daroqjia of 
buildings and Mir Bahr of Agra, In these posts he was 
replaced by Muttalib, son of Mutamad Khan, 
An officer of the same clan who rose to prominense 
during the reign of Shahjahan was Mir Abul Fazl Mamiiri. 
The author of Zal0iratul lOnawanin knew him and praises his 
generosity and obliging nature. He held a high status in 
the Deccan, He received favours from Prince Aurangzeb 
during the latter's viceroyalty of the Deccan, When the 
betrothal of Prince Muhammad Sultan with the daughter of 
Qutb Shah was being arranged in 1656 and Qutb Shah's 
mother wished to see the prince, Aurangzeb sent Mir 
3 
Abul Fazl and others to receive and escort her. Towards 
the close of Shahjahan's reign he held the rank of 
500/200,"^ 
In 1658 when Aurangzeb marched northwards to claim 
the throne, Mir Abul Fazl Mamuri was promoted to the rank 
1. Lahori , I I , p ,330-
2. I b i d . , p , 4 9 1 . 
3 . Sadiq Wjan, f f , 93 ( a ) - ( b ) ; K.K. I , p .747 
4 . S a l i h , I I I , p . 4 8 4 ; M.U. I l l , pp,503-504. 
Of 1000/400, In the battle of Eharmat he served in 
the Vanguard with Prince Muhammad Sultan and Najabat 
Khan. After the battle he was granted the title of 
Mamiar Khan and promotion to the rank of 1500/500, In 
the battle of Samugarh he was again placed in the vanguard 
under the same generals. 
It is said that when Najabat Khan subsequently 
showed some presumption, Aurangzeb sent Mir Abul Fazl 
Mamuri who was a very good friend of his to bring him 
to the court. But his persuations were unsuccessful and 
Najabat Khan spok scornfully of the r^ mperor. Then afraid 
of his conduct being reported, Najabat Khan murdered 
Abul Fazl and had his corpse thrown outside. Yet Najabat 
Khan was only deprived of his rank and title, no other 
4 
punishment was awarded to him. 
1. Kazim, p.53, 
2. Ibid., pp.62, 77; M^. II, p.504. 
3. Ibid., p.93. 
4 . M.U. ,111, pp.505-506. The murder i s ob l ique ly r e fe r red 
to in Alamqir Nama, on p , 230 where Najabat Khcin i s s a id 
to_have been deprived of h i s rank, j a g i r , the high t i t l e of 
Khan-i ICjanan SipahsSlar and the honour of coming to 
the cour t for the ser ious crime (Taqgir- i 'agim) . 
However, Sadiq iQjan Ma'muri gives another ve r s ion . He 
gives the name of t he murdered man as Mir I^iawafi 
(Sadiq Wian, ff. 101(b), 104(a) ) , One can not say 
where the t r u t h l i e s . In any case, Mir Abul Fazl Mamuri I 
i s not heard of_again,_The p o s s i b i l i t y cannot be 
ignored t h a t by Mir IGiawafi, Sadiq iOiSn meant Abul Fazl 
Mamuri, There i s some suggest ions of c lose t i e s between 
M^muris and Khjawafis, which we s h a l l comment on l a t e r . 
1 ^ '' 
Mir Abul Fazl was survived by a son Mir Abdullah 
who was a master calligraphist. For some time he served 
as Balchshi of the army of Firoz Jang, Mir Abdullah's two 
children are also noticed: a son who owing to unemployment 
became a darwesh and a daughter who was married to Ja'afar 
< ' — _ - - — 1 r ' - -
Ali Khan Khurasani, Jaafar Ali Khan had earlier acquired 
fame as a son-in-law of Hatim Beg Kifayat Khan. He had 
served under Aurangzeb as diwan of Bijapur,of Haiderabad 
and of Bihar and for sometime as Balsbshi of the army of 
Ghaziuddin Khan Firoz Jang, He died at the beginning of 
Muha-nmad Shah's reign. Nothing is known about the other 
children of Mir Abul Fazl Mamuri, But his sister had 
many children. One of her grand children was Fakhruddia 
Ali IQ}an. Fakhruddin All's father Mir Abul Fath resigned 
imperial service and took to commerce and oversea trade 
at Cuttack in Orisca. This is one of the rare instances 
where trade could entice away a member of the Mughal 
nobility, 
Fakhruddin All himself was said to be an 
intelligent and enterprising man but not favoured by 
fortune. He was appointed Bakhshi and waqi'a nawis of 
Sangamner in the Deccan during Aurangzeb's reign. In the 
1. This marriage reinforces the belief that the 
Ma'muris were Iranis, 
2« l^iii- m * p.506. 
3. Ibid., p,507. 
'> r •2 
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reign of Bahadur Shah I he was appointed QilTl^ dar of Surat. 
He was dismissed in the reign of Parrukh Siyar. When 
Husain All lOian /Vnlr-ul Umara' came to the Deccan in 1715, 
on account of his old acquaintance with his family, 
- f - _ 2 
Pakhruddin Ali was appointed faujdar of Bijagarh, 
In 1724 when Mubiriz lOian was appointed gubedar 
of the Deccan, he appointed him as governor of Berar. He 
c\ed about the time Nizamul Mulk overthrew Mubariz ^an. 
Shahnawaz j^ jan, the author of Maa§ir-ul Umara', says that 
3 
the Mir was closely related to him. The relationship is, 
however, not described; Shahnawaz Khan was himself an 
Irani, being a Khawafi. 
In the account of 1659 the Alamqimama mentions 
Isfandyar Khan Mamuri as commander of Prince Shuja's 
- 4 -
vanguard in battle against Mir Jumla. After Shuja's defeat, 
as the prince retreated to Akbarnagar he ordered 
Isfandyar W}an to build an entrenchment. In 1660 the 
— — -- f\ 
latter was sent to Dunapur to check the imperial forces. 
1. M^J. Ill, p.507. 
2. Cf. K.K. II, p.852 calls it sarkar Khargaon. 
3. M.U. Ill, pp.507-508. 
4. Kazim, p.251, 
5. Ibid., pp.496-97. 
6. Ibid., p. 504, 
'> r- / 
In the battle of Tanda, Isfandyar IQ}an Mamuri commanded 
the rearguard and sustained serious injuries, .-Aien at 
_ — f - _ 
last Shah Shuja fled to Assam, Isfandyar lOian surrendered 
2 to Mir Jumla in 1661. He was apparently accepted in 
service. He was appointed faujdar of Wjairabad. According 
to the Tari]^-i Mubammadi, he was given the title of 
r - - 4 
Mamur lOj^ n. In 1684 after some success in an engagement 
Mamur Khan who had now got the title of Dilir Kh=^ '^ » ^^s 
« 5 
granted a robe of honour, a farman, a tugh and a banner. 
Isfandyar Khan Mamuri had a son, Muhammad Yar 
Khan who was given his father's title Mamur lOiian in 1684. 
In 16 92 Muhammad Yar Mamur Khan was appointed fauj dar of 
Bir being transferred from Aurangabad. He was also given 
a promotion of 400 sawar and thus his rank was raised to 
7 
1500/800. In 1701 he is mentioned to have been removed 
1. Kazim, p.523; Sadiq Khan, ff.ll2(a), 114(b). 
2. Ibid., pp.554-5. 
3. Ibid., p,863. 
4. T.M. op.cit. p.12. 
5. M^A., p.240. 
6. Ibid., p.243. 
7. Ibid., p.347. 
'1 r- r 
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from the faujdari of Karnatak Bijapur. He died in the 
- - 2 
same year, as subedar of Bijapur. 
Two more MaWrl officials of Shahjahan's reign 
namely Muhammad Sadiq holding (supposedly) the title 
Sadiq Whan Mamuri and Mir Abul Fazl Mamuri pose a problem 
for the historian to resolve. They were themselves 
historians whose respective histories of the reigns of 
Shahjahan and Aurangzeb were freely plagiarised by l^afi 
Khan. The account of Shahjahan's reign was written by 
Sadiq Khan» while from the 2nd R.Y. of Aurangzeb's reign 
till his death the work was compiled by Abul Fazl Mamuri. 
The exact relationship between the two authors 
is not known, Sadiq I^ jan has given the names of his family 
members, such as his uncle Mir Muhannmad Khan who along 
3 
with his two sons received wounds in the war of succession. 
Another uncle Baqi I^ jan was appointed gubedar of Agra in 
4 t -
1648, He also claims that Jaafar lOjan the well known 
wazir of the early years of Aurangzeb and a member of the 
house of Itimad-ud Daula was an uncle of his. This amounts 
1. M,A,, p.441. 
2. T.M., p.12. 
3. Sadiq lOian, ff. 9(b), 10(a). 
4. Ibid., f.79(b). 
5. Ibid., ff.lOO(a), 102(b). 
'•) r n 
to a claim that Sadiq Khan was related to Nur Jahan's 
family by marriage. Here, again, it may be noted, kinship 
is claimed with the most eminent Irani family. 
Sadiq Wian offers certain details about himself. 
He was appointed waqai nawis of Prince Shahjahan's army 
during the expedition against the Rina of Mewar (1614). 
After Shahjahan's accession he was made Bakhshi." in the 
4th R.Y. (1631) he was appointed superintendent of Sbusal 
t<hana. In 1642 he was appointed Pi wan of Tan, vice Rai 
Mukand Das. In 1647 he was promoted to 60C0/6000. The 
other particulars cannot be confirmed; but the last is 
sheer invention.No man?abdar of 6,000 gat of the name of 
Sadiq Khan Ma'muri is recorded by Lahori or Waris, It seems 
that for some reason Sadiq Khan was given misleading 
particulars either for self-glorification or possibly 
to escape identification. In this case even the name Sadie 
Khan may be dubious. 
It may well be that this was because Sadiq Khan 
was not sympathetic to Aurangzeb's cause. In 25th R.Y. 
1. sadiq lOian, f .2(b). 
2. Ibid., ff.4(b)-5(a). 
3. Ibid., f.22 (b). 
4. Ibid., f .56 (a) . 
5. Ibid., f .76(b) , 
'! \'1 
(1651) he says, he was appointed Waqai Nigar of the four 
provinces of the Deccan. But he had returned to Agra 
before the War of Succession. When Aurangzeb arrived near 
Dholpur, Shahjahan wanted to lead the army personally and 
for that orders were sent to Dara through Sadiq ^an^ but 
2 -the Prince did not agree, Sadiq Khan and his uhcle 
- _ 3 
Mir Muhammad Khan sustained severe injuries in the battle , 
After Aurangzeb's accession he was removed from 
the post of '.Vagina nawls of Agra and detained at the 
court."^  In the 29th R.Y. 1687 Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri 
mentions him as alive, being involved in a suspected 
conspiracy with Prince Muazzam, This makes Sadiq 
Whin's career even more of a puzzle giving him a career 
right from 1614 to 1687. Obviously, there is some 
enormous blunder deception somewhere here, 
Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri who continued the compilation 
was certainly not the same Abul Fazl who had served in 
the Deccan during Shahjahan's time (see above). 
1. Sadiq Whan, f.86(b). 
2. Ibid., f. 98(a) . 
3. Ibid., f. 98(b) . 
4. Ibid., f .100 (b) . 
5. Ibid., f.168(b). 
'1 r y 
In the 6th R.Y. 1662 A.D. Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri 
describes Shaista Khan's Deccan campaign on the testimony 
of the narration of his father who had been in that 
campaign. But he does not mention his father's name. 
In 1682 he was, in addition to being Mir-i 3aman 
of Burhanpur, he was also appointed Waqa'i nawis. in 
1685 when Prince Muhammad Azam besieged the fort of 
Bijapur^ Mir Abul Fazl Ma'muri was sent there to convey 
some important imperial message to the Prince. In 36th 
R.Y, (1693 A.D,) he mentions that he was transferred 
frju. the post of Darogba-i Buyutat/ in which he had been 
- 4 
serving for thirty years, and was appointed Mir Bahr. 
This is in apparent contradiction to his earlier state-
ment about holding the post of Mir Saman in 168 2; but the 
post of Mir 3aman was closely connected with the Buyutat 
Department. None of these particulars can be verified 
from other sources; and these too may well be fictitious. 
Our survey of the Ma'muris thus provides some 
answers while it raises others that need more elucidation. 
1. Sadiq tajan, f . l 3 0 ( a ) . 
2 . I b i d , , f f . l 5 5 ( a ) - ( b ) . 
3 . I b i d , , f f , 1 6 3 ( a ) - ( b ) . 
4 . I b i d . , f . 1 8 5 ( b ) . 
'; 5 '} 
First of all it is practically certain that the 
Ma'muris were Iranis, and almost as certain that they were 
Saiyids of Ma'mur near Najaf. They only married among 
Irani families. Their connexions with Khawafis are, 
however, not clear, though certain hints are suggestive, 
Sadiq Wian seems to call Abul Fazl Ma'm'uri, Mir Khawafi; 
Khafi lOjan obtained a copy of apparently privately kept 
history of Sadiq Mian and Abul Fazl Ma'muri II which he 
plagiarised; Shahnawaz Khan, a KhawafT, claimed kinship 
with Ma'muris. Even more tantallising is the lack of 
information about the kinship between various officers 
bearing the clan-name Mamuri. It is hoped that these 
may be clarified as records and MSS, are further investi-
gated. Finally, the curiously fictitious nature of 
biographical details about the two Ma'muri historians 
Sadiq Khan and Abul Fazl Ma'muri II demand adequate 
explanation. .-Jhile all these matters are for further 
research, the history of Ma'muris within the Mughal 
nobility illustrates once again how once admitted to the 
nobility, members of a family or clan could gc oi 
claiming a place in it for a long time on the basis of 
status that had been once recognised. 
')60 
{i-v) Mlk JUMLA'S FAMILY 
r-iir !4uhammad Sa'id Mir Jumla i s one of the wel l 
known r i q u r e s of 17th - c e n t u r y I n d i a . An emigran t , 
merchant , a d m i n i s t r a t o r and g e n e r a l , he was a t once 
an adven tu re r and a s t a t e s m a n . J a g d i s h t^lara in Sarkar 
has g iven us a d e f i n i t i v e b iography of the man, based on 
the va r ied o r i g i n a l sources a v a i l a b l e , P e r s i a n , S n j l i s h 
2 
and Dutch, e t c . I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , not n e c e s s a r y here 
t o go over the same ground a g a i n , and a summary s t a t e -
ment of the main f a c t s of h i s l i f e may s u f f i c e . 
- i r r^uhammad Said A r d i s t a n i was a n a t i v e of 
3 
Ard i s t^n near I s f a h a n . His f a t h e r was a pet-^y o i J -
merchant . Yet he found an o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c q u i r e =;or,,e 
knowledge of l e t t e r s which a p p a r e n t l y helped him to 
secure the o f f i c e of a c l e r k to a diamond merchant 
4 
who used to trad'^ wi th G o l k n d a , He then accom ^^-ie"; 
ano ther P e r s i a n merchant as h i s pe r sona l a t t e n d a n t and 
incharge of h i s horses in a voyage t o I n d i a . " Lat-^r 
g o s s i p held t h a t he was compelled t o s e l l i n o shoes 
1 . Be rn i e r , p . 16 , 
2 ' The Life of Mir Jumla - The General of Aurangzeb, 
(Second e3 ' i t ion) , New Uelhi^j 1979 t h e r e a f t e r se^ 
Mir J u m l a ) . 
3 . Waris , p . 3 1 2 ; M.U., I I I , p .5 3o. 
^* Mir Jumla , p . 2 . 
5 . B e r n i e r , p p . 16-17; Manucci I , i .p .231-32. 
:; c 1 
i n t h e s t r e o t r . of Golkonda d u r i n g i'.is o a r l y d a y s . He, 
however , F^on e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f a t Golkonda p r i r r . a r i l y 
a s a g r e a t m e r c h a n t and s u b s e q u e n t l y e n t e r i n g Q u t b s h a h i 
s e r v i c e o b t a i n e d t h e t i t l e of ' M i r J u m l a ' wh ich deno te 
h i s p o s i t i o n as t h e p r j n c i p - i l minis t f=r o r g e r i e r a - . HF 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r Q u t b s h a h l o c c u p ' ^ t i o n 
of p a r t s of t h e V i j a y a n a g a r Empire ( K a r n a t a k ) , and t h e 
Qutbsh'p'hi K a r n a t a k became T r a c t i c a l l y h i s p r i v a t e 
k ingdom. Th i s was bound t o e x c i t e j e a l o u s y a t thf^ 
Q u t t s h a h l c o u r t ; and r-i^r Jumla i n turn t u r n e d t o t h e 
2 
r iugha l s f o r p r o t e c t i o n . 
I t Wis i n 1656 t h a t Mir j u m l a threv; h i m s e l f under 
t h e r r o t e c t i o n of S h a h j a h a n who, a f t e r th-^ s u c c e s s fu] 
i n v a s i o n of Golkunda by A u r a n g z e b , g r a n t e d him i n i t i a l I v 
t h e r a n k o!" 5 0 0 0 / 5 0 0 0 , w h i l e h i s son r4uhammad Amin 
3 
o b t a i n e d t h a t of 2 0 0 0 / 1 0 0 0 . S u b s e q u e n t l y , he war 
g r a n t e d t h e t i t l e of Muazza.n Khan and t h e r a n k oT 
600C/6000 and he was a p p o i n t e d t o t h e h igh o f f i c e of 
w a z i r of t h e Mughal E m p i r e . ' on t h e a c c e s s i o n of 
Aurangzeb h e was promoted t o t h e mansab of 7000/7 i 00 
1 . Manucci, I , p p . 2 3 2 - 3 2 . 
2. 3ernier, pp.18-20; Jean BaptisteTavarnier, Travels in 
India (1640-67) tr. V. Ball, 2 vols. London 18P9, 
vol. 1/ p.165. 
3. Waris, p.312; I-: .U., III, pp.531-32. 
4. Ibid, p.346, 350; Ibid., pp.534-35. 
3G2 
and Was deputed t o lead the army a g a i n s t p r i n c e Shuja* 
1 in the e a s t . After the s u c c e s s f u l conc lus ion of the 
Campaign, he was granted the t i t l e of Khan-i Kljanan 
2 S i p a h s a l S r . He then led an i nvas ion of Assam, bu t 
on h i s r e t u r n , d ied a t Khizrpur in Kuch Bihar in 1563. 
Mir Muhammad Amin, t h e only son of Mir Juiala , 
was an i m p o r t a n t noble of Golkunda Kingdom wh^n thp 
l a t t e r was a t the h e i g h t of h i s power. He had a c o n s i -
dera 'nle fo l lowing a t c o u r t and ac ted as rl'^puty of hir-
4 f a t h e r when he was absen t in Karna tak . When Mir Jumla 
t r a n s f e r r e d h i s a l l e g i a n c e to Shahjahan, Mir Muhammad 
Amin was imprisoned by Qutb Shah a longwi th h i s family 
and h i s p r o p e r t y was c o n f i s c a t e d . He was subsequen t ly 
r e l e a s e d under the p r e s s u r e of Aurangzeb 's f o r c e s 
which invaded Golkunda. He wai ted upon p r i n c e S u l t a n 
5 
Muhammad (Aurangzeb 's son) nea r Haiderabad . i t was 
in the 3oth R.Y. of Shahjahan (165 6) t h a t Muhammad Amin, 
a long wi th h i s f a t h e r , e n t e r e d Mug2_ial s e r v i c e . But 
on account of heavy r a i n s and of h i s sudden i l l n e s s 
1 . Kazim, p p . 2 1 8 - 1 9 , 233; 266-67; B e r n i e r , p p . 7 9 - 8 0 . 
2 . I b i d . , p . 5 6 3 ; Mamuri, f f . 1 1 8 ( a ) - ( b ) . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 8 1 2 ; I b i d . , f . 1 2 9 ( b ) ; B e r n i e r , T ) . 1 7 3 ; X^J__. 
I l l , p ; 5 5 4 . 
4 . Waris , p . 3 6 5 ; MaWri , f . 9 5 ( a ) ; Mj_U. I l l , p . 6 1 3 . 
5 . I b i d . , p . 3 3 6 . 
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he had t o s t a y b e h i n d a t B u r h a n p u r v/hil= h i s f a t h e r 
w e n t t o t h e c o u r t . A f t e r some t ime came t o c o u r t and 
1 
r e c e i v e d a t ^ b i l a t and t h e t i t l e of Khan. In t h e same 
y e a r Mir Jumla was s e n t t o t h e Deccan t o be an 
a u x i l i a r y of P r i n c e Aurangzeb i n t h e B i j a p u r Campa ign . 
Muhammad Amin, b e i n g p romoted t o t h e r a n k of Sooi^/lOOO 
was a p p o i n t e d d e p u t y w a z j r on h i s f a t h e r ' s b e h a l f a t 
2 
t h e c o u r t . Thus Mir J u m l a ' s f a m i l y , from t h e v e r y 
b e g i n n i n g of i t s a r r i v a l a t t h e Mughal c o u r t , v;as g i v e n 
a v e r y h i g h p o s i t i o n . In 1657 { 3 1 s t R.Y.) Muhammad Arnin 
Khan, i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e o f f i c e of d e p u t y waz_i_r, was 
a p p o i n t e d Mir B a k h s h i ; h i s r a n k was i n c r e a s e d t o 3 0 0 0 / 
1500 and a b e j e w e l l e d p e n - c a s e was g r a n t e d t o h i m . 
Meanwhile S h a h j a h a n f e l l i l l a n d , Dara Shukoh b e i n g 
n o m i n a t e d a s h i s s u c c e s s o r , i t was d i f f i c u l t t o r e t a i n 
Mir J u m l a , s u s p e c t e d t o be t h e p a r t i s a n of h i s r i v a l 
A u r a n g z e b , a s w a z T r . He was t h e r e f o r e removed from thp 
o f f i c e of w a z i r t o w a r d s t h e ^^ n^d of Sep t ember 1557 f o r 
h a v i n g a c t e d a g a i n s t c e r t a i n o r d e r s . His s o n , Muhammad 
Amin Khan, who had been a c t i n g a s h i s d e p u t y w a z i r was 
4 
f o r b i d d e n from g o i n g t o t h e o f f i c e . 
1 . W a r i s , p . 3 6 3 ; K^. , I I I , p . 6 1 3 . 
2 . I b i d . , p . 3 6 5 ; Cf. Malriuri, f . 9 5 ( a ) Where h i s r a n k i s 
g i v e n 3 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 . 
3 . M a W r i , f . 9 6 ( a ) ; Cf . M.U. I l l , p ^ p , 6 1 3 - 1 4 . 
4 . Mir J u m l a , p . 1 7 7 . 
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In Decembi^r 1657 Mir Jumla was r e c a l l e d t o t h e 
c o u r t . Lur A u r a n q z e b , l o a t h t o l o s e a i d of Mir J u m l a ' s 
f o r c e s , p e r s u a d e d him t o r e m a i n w i t h him i n t h e Deccan . 
•^ince Mir Jumla was n o t r e a d y t o de fy t h e i m p e r i a l 
o r d e r he was a r r e s t e d ( J a n u a r y , 1658) and s e n t as a 
1 
p r i s o n e r t o t h e f o r t of D a u l a t a b a d . On t h e o t h e r s i d e , 
Muhamnad Amin Khan was i m p r i s o n e d i n Agra by Dura 
Shukoh s i m p l y on t h e c h a r g e of n e g l e c t of d u t y bu ' 
a c t u a l l y on th*^ s u s p i c i o n of Mir J u m l a ' s c o l l u - i o r i v;ii-h 
Auranqzeb in t h e Deccan . But s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s he was 
2 
r e l e a s e d from c o n f i n e . n e n t . 
A f t e r ^ . u r anqzeo ' s acce"=sion Muhammad Amin V/HS 
a p p o i n t e i t o t h e o f f i c e of Mi r '" 'akhshi and h i s r a n k 
3 
was r a i s e d t o 4 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 . In t h e 2nd R.Y. h i s r-.tir: 
4 5 
was i n c r e a s e d t o 5000/4000 ; and furth^^^r t o 5000/5O00 
in t h e 5 t h R.Y. In th« 7 th R.Y. (1664) lOOO of h i s 
s awar • r a n k was made d o - a s p . ' s i h - a s p a . In thi-^ 1 Cth 
R.Y. (1667) h e was s e n t t o s u p p r e s s t h e u p r i s i n g cf 
t h e Y u s u f z a i s . Though b e f o r e h i s a r r i v a l , Sha.nsh'^r 
1 . Kazim, ^ . 8 4 ; Ma'muri f. 9 6 ( a ) . 
2 . I b i d . ; I b i d . , f f . 9 8 ( a ) , 1 0 0 ( a ) ; C f . B - r n i e r , r p . 4 1 - 4 2 
3 . i b i l - . p p . 1 1 1 - 1 2 , 1 1 9 ; Cf. Ma'muri, f . 1 0 0 ( a ) . 
4 . I b i d , , p . 4 2 6 . 
5 . I b i d . / p . 7 6 2 . 
6 . I b i d . , p . 8 5 5 . 
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Khan Tarin had defeated the Afghans, Muhammad Amin too 
entered their territory and devastated their country-
before returning to Lahore. Soon after he was appointed 
Subedar of Lahore in succession to Ibrahim J<han Zig 
and the office of Mir BakhshI, which Muhammad Amin vas 
still holding, was now assigned to Danishmand Khan'', 
In 1657, -luhammad Amin received royal orders to treat 
'Abdullah Khan (the expelled ruler of Kashghar) with all 
respect and care and to give him 50,000 rupees from the 
public revenue besides a large amount and some articles 
3 
as offering on his own behalf. In the 13th R.Y. (1670) 
4 
he was appointed subedar of Kabul, In the same year 
Ja*afar Khan the wazir died and Asad Khan was deputed as 
acting wazir until a suitable person was found. The 
choice fell on Muhammad Amin Khan, In the 14th R.Y.(1671) 
he came to the court. Inspite of his business capacity 
and his ripe judgement v;as wellknown, he was reputed to 
be haughty and reckless. He accepted the office of 
wazir on certain conditions which were not acceptable 
to the Emperor. The offer was, therefore, withdrawn, and 
1. Kazim, p,1065; M.A. pp.62-63; Ma'amuri, f.l39(a) states 
that Muhammad AWin ghan was appointed,?ubedar of 
Lahore in addition to the office of Mir Bak^3hi and 
was then sent to Chastise the Yusufzai Afghans. 
2. Ka.^ iip, p. 1067? M.A. , p.64. 
3. M.A., p,64. Similar orders were also sent to Mumtaz 
Wian, subedar of Kashmir and other governors and 
faujd5rs on his route. 
4. Ibid., p.104; MOJ. ,111, p.616. 
3S.B 
he was granted leave to go back to Kabul, though he did 
receive a specia l robe of honour (Kbi la t - i Kba?a) and 
*•- - 1 
the elephant Alam Guman v/ith silver trappings. 
In the 15th R.Y. (April 16 72) Muhammad Amin 
Khan had to face a serious Afg_han uprising. He was 
worsted in a battle on the I^yber Pa^s. His young son 
Abdullah lOian was killed in battle, while his young 
daughter and some of ladies of his family were captured 
by the Afghans and only released on payment of heavy 
2 
ransoms. It is said that inspite of having come to 
know that the Afghans, on hearing of his designs to 
march from Kabul to Peshav;ar, had closed the roads, 
Muhammad Amin in his arrogance paid no heed to it and 
after crossing the Khyber marched on into their terri-
tory. The Afghans attacked on all sides and great 
slaughter occurred among the Mughals. Muhammad Amin 
iCian v/anted to sacrifice his life but his servants led 
3 
him away. This great reverse destroyed his reputation, 
and Aurangzeb did not give him another chance against 
the Afghans which he sought from the emperor. His rank 
was reduced from 6000/5000 to 5000/5000 and he was 
1. M.A., p.Ill; Mj_U. Ill, p.617. 
2. Ibid.,pp.ll7-18;Manucci, II,pp.200-201, also see 
M.U. Ill, 617-18. 
3. M.A., p.118. 
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appointed subedar of Gujarat with-^ut being allowed a 
visit to the court. He served there for a fairly 1 .ng 
period. In the 22nd R.Y. (1679) an order was sent to him 
to come with his contingent to Ajmer to take part in 
2 
the campaign against the Rana. Muhammad Amin was 
consequently granted the honour of paying homage to the 
emperor at Ajmer in the beginning of the 23rd R.Y. (October 
3 
1679), and he was well rewarded alongwith his officers. 
In February 1680 he took leave at Chittor for 
Ahmadabad and at the time of departure he was granted 
4 
a robe of honour, a horse and an elephant. In tn - 25 th 
R.Y.. on 16 June, 1682 he died in Ahmadabad while still 
its subedar. He was burried within the BhaJra citaael. 
Like his father, he too left large property including 
70 lakhs of rupees, 1,35,000 ashrafis and Ibrahimis, 
76 elephants, 432 horses, 117 camels, 114 mules, ton 
chests of Chinaware of all kinds, 60 carts (rahkala), 
1. M.A., p.121; M.U., III, pp.618-19. 
2' Ibid.; Ibid. 
3. Ma*amuri, ff. 151 (a)-(b). 
4 . M_A. ,p . l89; Cf.All MuhdminaaaKh;>v>Mir"jt-1 Al^madl, eJ.. SyeA 
NtiwaL All5 •ba]Coda,19i7-2.'E> v«t.l]F2^2.;Mii.3ir, P.^19. 
5 . M i r l t - i Ahmadi, I , p . 3 0 2 ; Cf. M.A. p .219 g ives 4 
J u n e . His tomb and a mosque a d j a c e n t to i t a r e s t i l l 
e x t a n t in t h e Bhadra f o r t near t h e Ku tche r i g a t e . 
The tomb has been t rans formed i n t o a r e s i d e n c e and 
t h e mosque i n t o the o f f i c e ; See M.S. Commissariat , 
A H i s t o r y of Gu ja ra t , Bombay, 1957, V o l . 2 , p .183 
( h e r e i n a f t e r see Commissa r i a t ) . 
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one maund of shot, and 54 maunds of gunpowder. These 
possessions were brought from Ahmadabad to the court 
and seized by the imperial orders. In Delhi, Muhammad 
Amin Khan had a haveli (mansion) which after his death 
to 2 
v/as presented in 1686 Mahabat Khan Haiderabadi . in 
Ahmadabad, Muhammad Amin iCian had laid out a garden 
with great trouble and planted various kinds of fruit 
trees. /^;e are informed that Aurangzeb was fond of choico 
mangoes of this garden and sent orders to the new governor 
Mukhtar Khan Sftbzwari asking him to furnish details 
of the income, expense, area of the land (garden), 
3 
buildings, number of trees etc, of this garden. About 
the wealth of Muhammad Amin j^^an, Manucci on the testimony 
of the Khan's own secretary says "without drawing pa/ 
or income from the king, he could of himself, with 
the rank he had, maintain twelve thousand horsemen for 
4 - -
eighty years". It may be noted that Muliammad Amin Khan, 
after his father's death, had been looking after the 
latter's business through his agent or broker 'Mier 
Mameth Hosseyn Taffa Tappa' (Mir Muhammad Hus^ain 
1. M.A.,p.2 26; Cf, M.U., III,p,619 does not mention horses. 
Camels, mules and other things. The Mirat-i Ahmadi, 
I, pp.304-5, mentions only 59 horses of which 17 old 
and deformed ones were sold by the diwan of the subah 
and the remaining 42 horses were s^nt to the court. 
2. M.A. ,p.272. 
3. Mirat-i Al^madi, Vol. I, p.305. 
4. Manucci, vol. II, pp.201-202. 
nen 
Tabatabai) . Cv^n four years after Mir Jumlas deatn, 
Muhammad /\min iO^ an enjoyed high repute there at 
Maifulipatam his agent Taptapa (Tubatabhai?) virtually 
acted as master of the port and bought and sold and 
1 
loaded -md unloaded cargo free of every impost. 
Muhammad \min Khan v/as proud and "elf-conceited 
2 
by his nature but at the same time he was known for honf^sty 
and truth. He 
/had a wonderful memory. He memorized the Quran in a 
very short time during his governorship of Ahmadabad 
and attained the privilege of being designated a 'Hafiz' 
3 
b/ the Zmperor himself. 
.Regarding his religion we are told tnat he ; ,c 
a 3hid (imamiya j and his bigotry had rociched c^ ucf i-. 
extent that he did not admit Hindus to privacy. J f 'iny 
of the great Rajas, who could not be aenied, came to 
s^e him, ho afterwards had the house washed and 
4 
carpet removed; and he chanjed his clothesl if ". anjcci 
may be relied upon, Muhammad Amin Khan is s^id to Lav-
denied the common people in \hmadabad the right to 
offer their prayers in the same mosque at th' tima o^ 
1. Bernier, p.195^ E.F.I. (1655-60), r.l87. 
2. M.A. 21^; Manucci, II, p.179 also calls him 
haughty and far from genial. 
3. M_^., p.219; M.I). Ill, p.620. 
4. 11. J., Ill, p.62'a. 
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his jJrayers. This caused great reGentment among t^ .e 
pejplG w!. ) mobbed the ]<han, whon h. canr oat of tie 
mosque, and the Khan was obliged to hide in a neign-
bouring house. He repjrted the incident to the r.riioeror; 
but the latter cens>]red him for his haughtiness. r;ir 
Muhammad Amin Khan died within a short time of this 
1 
occurrence, 
A similar incident of mass agitation n '.'hich 
the suhedar was mob )ud on the day of Id, while returning 
from the prayers, has oeen rec^/rded in Kirat-i Ahmr-idi 
2 
under this year but in a different context. Manucci, 
1. Manucci, vol. II, p.20/1. 
2. Mirat-i Ahmadi, vol. I, pp.300-301 mentions thc>t. in 
the year 109 Ati,, a severe fanu ne took plcice in 
Ahmadabad due to sc ircity of food. Dearness jf cjteil.-
and f )odgrains rose to - uch gn extent that x3eople • jfiL r^ ^^  
afflictions for want of bread. By chance, *Id fell 
during these days. The I^ iSn had gone out for pia/ers. 
On his return to the city throuoh the bazar, nc-ool'^ , 
'ho had come out f or_ the celeb-ration, gatherc-d .roana 
his carriage (sawari) and beg ^ n to lament abou'. t-he 
uearness and scarcity. A mischievous person na^ne^ 
AjDur Qakr v;as present in that mob ami he ind'^c^l /^ d 
excited masses to riot. Ilaljammad /min Khan went t^ j th-' 
fort and a report of it v; is sent to the Emper ^ i ' "^.t 
Aurangabad where he had recently arrived, M.A. p. 17/. 
The Emperor was enraged and issued an order to f'Mhcinr^ id 
•Vnin I^an to put .^ bu Bakr to death as a leader of 
rioters. The ^an arranged a banquet to which /-ibu 
Bakr was also invited. After the food was over, 
Muhammad Amin Wian cut a melon, whicn was sped Jly 
kept ready for the Shaijsb and personally offered 
him a few poisoned slices. As soon as the 31iaik},i ate 
them, his condition ciianged and ii.imediately left U>»; 
banquet. He died soon after reacning home; sceo 
3.3. Rajyagor : History of Gujarat, New Delhi, 1 6 2, 
p.275. 
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seems to have been confounded, the latter incident with 
a real or imaginary protest against his ban on pra/ers 
in the mosque during his own presence. 
Although apparently a failure on the milit iry 
front, .\min Wian earned the reputation of a successful 
and competent administrator during his governorship of 
Gujar.it. Aurangzeb himself is said to have remarked 
that ^the management and law 2nd otder as established 
by Muhammad Amin ¥J}^^ ^'^'^ this sub a were not obtained at 
any time under any of the subedars^. it v/as pernrir<s 
as a result of Aurangzeb's high assessment of his 
capacities that .\min Khan held the governorship ot 
2 
Gujarat for as many as ten years , a tenure which aaa 
never b';en enjoyed by any of his predecessor:;. An 
account of his administration is provided by the llirat-i-
Ahmadi, on which the following description is bas'^ ?d. 
In 1673, after his arrival in AhmadabdU, '-jnin 
Khan, in compliance with impirial orders, condone:! 
arrears of previous years due from peasants in the 
Kbal i?a and Jagirs and thus saved the pec^sants from 
1. Mirat•-i Al:imadi, I, p.303. 
2. From 11th Juno 1672 to 16th June 1682 (4th Jdf;ir 
1'183 A.H. to 20th Jamad II 1093 n.li.), se? K./,., 
pp. 121, 219. 
3. Commissariat, II, p.177. 
much har^ssmont. As for the dues of the irarr.ediatelv 
preceding / ea r i t was ordered that thiese should be 
o demanded only from those who were in a position t 
be brought 
pa,', and those v/ho had fled should back and restore^: 
to th-'ir lands. Chaudharies and Muqaddaras were taking 
villages on farm, causing much oppression on the 
peasants, -in imperial order was ia.^ued to th ^  Jiwan of 
the suba to the effect that tax-farming should cease 
in b'.th Khalifa and jagirs and the prohibited ces;;es 
should not be demanded from the peasants (riaya) . The 
Amins in parganas were also ordered to act in accordance 
2 
with these orders. 
Juring the governorship of Amin Khah, a numb.r 
of imperial orders arrived in Gujarat exhibiting 
Aura.^gzeb's anxiety to appeal to Muslim law in financiaJ 
and revenue matters. Imposition of Jizya on the non-
muslim subjects of the empire and the collection of Zakat 
from the Muslims were the two major steps taken 3s pa^x. 
of this policy. The collection of Zakat was revived to 
avoid loss occuring to the treasury as many Muslim^ on 
1. Mirat-i Ahmadi, vol. I, pp.290-91, 
2. Ibid., p.292. 
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v/hom t h e paynF-'nt •-lE z a k a t was c o m p u l s o r y evaded i t by 
m i x i n g up L h e i r own goods w i th t h o s e of t h e non-Mus l i r n s . 
In 16 73 .-iinia irtr^n r e c e i v e d an o r d e r t h a t Muhammad 
S h a r i f , t h e J a z i and I'luh Las ib of t h e c i t y s h o u l d of 
p r o v i d e d v ; i th footmen ( p i y a d a s ) t o e n f o r c e I s l a m i c 
, _ <-^  2 
r e g u l a t i o n s (Ahkam-i J h a r a i ) . 
Amin Khan seems t o h a v e t a k e n p a r t i c u l a r i r j t e r o s t 
i n t h e p r o m o t i o n of t r a d e in G u j a r a t . In 16 77 a number 
d . 'Jurat m e r c h a n t s , headed by Mirza Mu'azzam, approcch.ed 
him a t .\hmadabad f o r a s s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t t h e o p p r e s s i o n s 
of (3r ' y'*\:^^'*'-'i'- Ll~-^'> ' - '' c u s t o m e r ( m u t a s a d d i ) of . ; \ i r p t . 
The m e r c h a n t s a l s o went t o t h e Emperor and c o n s e q u e n t l y 
Ghiyasudd Ln Kh~ n was r e c a l l e d and Muhammad J o g v;,th 
3 
a p p o i n t e d a s c u s t o m e r of 3 u r a t p o r t . In t h e sarn-a y e a r 
a r : ) ' / a l o r d e r was e n f o r c e d i n Ahmadabad a g a i n s t t l ie 
m o n o p o J i z a t i o n of t r a d e b y a c a s t e . In t h e mahal o t 
Ahmad 1^  ad m i n t (IJcir-u^-. ',. ir'n Ahmadab'ad) , a gr .ui j oi. 
v / i r o - d r a w e r s ( G u d a z q a r a n - i Tarkash) b e l o n g i n g t o trie 
Sr imal c a s t e m o n o p o l i s e d t h e p r o f e s s i o n and d i d n o t 
1 . Mi r a t - i Aljmadi, v o l . I , p p . 2 9 6 - 3 0 0 g i v o s a d e t a i l e d 
a c c o u n t of J i z y a and :i.akat, i n c l u d i n g mode o t t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n of J i z y a and c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n 
of z a k a t . N e a r l y f i v e l a c s of r u p e e s were c o l l e c t e d 
a n n u a l l y i n J i z y a from t h e gimmis i n G u j a r a t . 
2 . M i r a t - i Ahmadi, I , p . 2 9 1 . 
3 . . : i r C h a r l e s F a \ ; c e t t ( ed . ) The I n q l i s h F a c t o r i ^ - s i n 
I n d i a , (New - i e r i e s ) , Oxford , 1136, v o l . T, p p . ' S 3 - S 4 . 
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allov/ dnyono to eiiitt3r their profession. The order 
condemned Lhis nonopoly saying that prohibition oi ^ 
tride is noh p ;rraitted in religion (Shar^) and demanded 
that it be set aside. similarly, in 1680 another roya 
order granted exemption, from the zakat tax, to tne 
buyers of horses. 
uring his viceroyalty Amin Khan also besLoweo 
much .itLention on the conservation of public monuments 
and repairs to fortifications. In 1673 an amount of 
Rs.8,25U was sanctioned fr'jm the royal treasury for t.ie 
e _ _ 3 
restoration oE the fort of Azamabad."' Similarly, cin 
amount of '•^ 92 rupees was given from the royal tre icury 
for repairs of a mosque built by Haibat Khan in -cue 
city. Again the fort of Junagarh which was in a st.ite 
4 
of decay v;as also ordered to be repaired. In 1D7O, i c, 
was found that the city-walls of Ahmadabad and some of 
the -uildings of the royal palaces in the Q-iadra fort. 
1. Kirat-i Ahmadi, I, pxo.202-)3. 
2. Ibid., p.295. 
3- I b i d . , v o l . I , p . 2 9 0 . This f o r t was b u i l t 
0 / .''zam Khan, a f t e r h imsel f , the subedar of ^ j j a r a t 
du r ing Shah jahan ' s rreign, on the oanks of the 
Vat rak r i v e r t o overawe t h e r e b e l l i o u s k o l i s of 
the r eg ion and t o keep them under c^ 'Otrol . The r u i n s 
of t he f o r t a r e s t i l l v i s i b l e a t the v i l l a g e of 
A'zamabad Kot-wadi ' in the Kapadwa-ij t a ' luqqa oi 
t h e Kaira d i s t r i c t . See Supplement t o the M i r a t - i 
Ahmadi, ed . Gyed Nawab Al i , Baroda, 1930, p . l 9 i j ; 
a l s o Commissariat , v o l . 2 , p . l 2C , I B l . 
4 . M l r a t - i Ahmadi, v o l . I , p . 2 9 1 . 
had )egan t o f a l l . The Diwan of t h e ?uba v;as o r d o r _ d 
t o pay 2 ,900 r u p e e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e s t i m a t e s , f o r 
1 
t h e i r r e p a i r s from t h e t r e a s u r y . The n e x t y e a r , 1580 
r u p e e s were a l s o s a n c t i o n e d (tankh^wah g a r d i d ) f o r r e p a i r s 
t o t h e c o l l e g e ( m a d r a s a ) , t h e mosque, t h e hainam and t h e 
h o s p i t a l ( d a r - u s h .^hifa) c o n s t r u c t e d b / S a i f Khan, t n e 
_ - 2 
^ u b e d a r of G u j a r a t d u r i n g J a h a n g i r ' s r e i g n . 
b e s i d e s r e s t o r a t i o n and r e p a i r s t o t h e o l d 
monuments , a number of new b u i l d i n g s v/ere a l s o c o n s t r u c t e d , 
b o t h f o r u t i l i t a r i a n and r e l i g i o u s p u r p o s e s , d u r i . i g 
Amin K h a n ' s p e r i o d of v iC€ ' ' oya l ty . In 1676, a mosquj and 
a s a r a i i n t h e town of Dohad, t h e b i r t h - p l a c e of 
A u r a n g z e b , were c o n s t r u c t e d u n d e r t h e s u p e r i v i s i o n of 
t h e Darogna Muhamrrad Beg . / sum of 7 6 , 3 0 0 r u p e e s was 
3 
s p e n t o v e r t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
b e s i d e s Amin Khan, K i r JunOe had s e v e r a l 
d a u g h t e r s . He wan t ed t o m a r r y one of them t o C a i y i a 
n igamudd in Ahmad (of Mecca) and a n o t h e r t o : ; a i y i d 
S u l t a n K a r b a l a i (of N a j a f ) , v;ho were b r o u g h t by Mir 
Jumla t o H a i d o r a b a d . As t h e two S a i y i d s were h i g h l y 
1. Mi r a t - i Ahmadi, v o l . I , p , 2 9 1 . 
2 . I b i d , p . 2 9 2 . 
3 . I b i d , p . 2 9 1 . Th i s s q u a r e ^^ ?a^  l e d s t r u c t u r e s t i l l 
s e r v i v e s i n Dohad and i s now u t i l i s e d f o r g o v e r n m e n t 
o f f i c e s and s i m i l a r p u r p o s e s . 3ee Commissar i -^ t , 
v o l . 2, p . 1 8 2 and f . n . l l . 
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educated and of noble l ineage, Qutb Shah himself 
resolved to marry h i s two daughters to them. This was 
perhaps an addi t iona l reason for Mir Jumla 's 
d i sp leasure with Qutb Shah, But on the day of the 
proposed marriages the re occured a hot d iscuss ion 
between Saiyid Mnmad (Mir Ahmad Arab of M.U. I l l , p.5?0) 
the e lder son-in-lav/ of /Vodullah Qutb Shah who had the 
management of government a f f a i r s and a l so arranged the 
marriage, and Saiyid Sulban. The s i t u a t i o n took a 
ser ious turn so much so t h a t Saiyid Ahmad threatened h is 
fa ther - in - law t h a t he would induce Aurangzeb to wipe out 
h i s kingdom in case the marriage took p l ace , r.aiyid Sultan 
2 
thereupon set fire to the preparations. The marriage 
with Saiyid Sultan was therefore abondoned. In 1664 
he joined Mughal service and was granted the rank of 
3 
1500/ 600 and 12000 rupees along with ten horses. in 
4 
1665 his rank was increased t-^  1500/700 and he v/as 
married to the daughter of Muhammad Amin Mian . In 1666 
1. Saiyid Ni?,amuddin Al^ mad was the son of the sister 
of Shah 'Abbas II and Saiyid Ma^um; he was educated and 
brought up at Mecca, Saiyid Sultan was the disciple 
of Saiyid Ma*Sum and belonged to a very high Saiyid 
family. See Mir Jumla, op.cit.. Appendix-D, pp.73-74 
and note; Cf. M^U., Ill, pp.619-20, 
2. MOJ. Ill, pp.619-20; Cf, Mir Jumla, p.373. 
3. Kazim, pp. 840, 84 3. 
4. Ibid., p.870. 
5. Ibid., p.876. 
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2 
he was promoted to the rank of 2000/700 . Nothing 
more is known about hiiri, A brother of Saiyid Sultan, 
Mir AbtaSs appears to have been granted permission for 
returning to his native country (i.e. apparently Iran) 
in 1676; he was given a khil^t and an inam of 2000/-
2 
rupees. 
No male member of Mir Jumla's family after the 
death of Muhammad Amin Kh^ "^ ' appears to have survived. 
Mirza Abdullah the only son of Muhammad Amin Khan had 
3 
already been killed by the Afghans. A brother-in-law 
— - -- - 4 
of Muhammad Amin I^ ian named Mirza Sultan is also said 
_ c 
to have been killed alongwith Mirza Abdullah. Tlie only 
male member of the family, though not from the direct 
line of Mir Jumla, a son of Muham.nad Amin Khan's sister 
was .Saiyid Muhammad. He was perhaps in the service of 
his maternal uncle in Ahmadabad when the latter was trie 
1. Ka'zim, p.880. 
2. li.A., p.141. 
3. Ibid.,117-18; Manucci, vol. II, pp.200-201; 
M.U. Ill, pp.617-18. 
4. Manucci, vol. II, p.20:'. It seems that Mirz" .'-^nlt.an 
and Gaiyid Sultan are the same person, and Manucci 
is wrong to call him 'brother-in-lav/' in place of 
'son-in-law'. It is true, as we have seen above, 
that Saiyid Sultan in the beginning was betrothed 
to onQ of the sisters of Muhammad Amin; but the 
marriage could not be materialized. Further, in 
16 76 Saiyid Sultan's brother Mir 'Abbas appears to 
have taken leave for home. This also suggests that 
perhaps after his brother's death in 1672 he had to 
leave India. 
^-^H 
subedar of Gujarat. Because SaLyid Ahmad is found to 
have returned to the court in 168 3 after the death of 
Muhammad Amin Xh"an. He was granted audience and a robe 
of honour (}^ilat). Later he was sent alongwith 
t o 
Mughal I^an and o t h e r g e n e r a l s f i g h t a g a i n s t Ourjan 
- - 2 Singh Hara , Nothing more i s known of him and t h e 
o t h e r members of the fami ly a f t e r t n i s d a t e . 
1 . M_^., p . 2 2 3 . 
2 . I b i d . , p , 2 2 8 . 
(V) OTHfiir-
(a) .Mi rzas of Qandahar 
The Mirzas of Jandahar belonged to the family 
of the iafavid rulers of Iran. In India they were known 
as Qandaharis on account of their having held ^andahar 
bofor'e coming to India. The family come to India vjith 
Mirza Rustam ..atavi and his elder brother Mirza Muzaffar 
Husain -Safavi. They were the great-grandsons of 3hah 
Ismail Safavi, and their father Sultan Husain Mirza was 
a son of liahram Mirza, a son of Jhah Ismail Jafavi. 
Jul tan Ijusain v^ as governor (wali) of Qandahar, Zamindav/ar 
and Garmser, v/hich extended up to river Hirmand, during 
the re • gn of jh'ah Pahmasp (1524-75). Later in the reign 
of Yhu6~ Oanda (1S77-86) after Sultan Husain's death, 
Oandahar v/as assigned to Muz-affar Husain Mirza, while 
the territory of Zamindawar and Garmser was made over to 
Rustam Mirza. The other two brothers Abu Sa'id Mirza 
and 3anjar Mirza lived with Mirza Rustam at Zaminda'v;ar. 
— r_ _ 
3oth the Akbar Nama and the Tarikh-i Alam Aral 
/Jpbasi say that the two brothers, Mirza Muzaffar Husain 
and Mirza Rustam, did not have cordial relations with 
3'ich other. As compared to jandahar Mirza Rustam's 
1. A..-^ . A., I, p. 4 78. 
3^0 
turri Lory ot Zamindjwar cind Garmser dirl not /ie]d much 
inco.no- 'Th^ .ri^ tore, ho -was >inxi ous to annex other 
territories; this was natarally o;pposed by Musaffar 
tiuoain Mirza. "^he brothers fought time and a7ain and 
both sustained great ' osses in '-officers and men. Their 
sit'3ition was made further difficult by the proximity 
of the Uzbeks, vfho poc^ d^ a constant threat to the 
seor'ty of their territories. Finally the approach of 
the Mughal forces in t-h'^  region made their posii-ioa 
almost untenable. Mirza i<ustam .lafavi was the first to 
accept- Mughal inducements in 1592-93, v/hen he found 
that during his absence on a hunting expedition, 
Zamindawar had been seized by Muzaffar Husain Mirza. 
In 1515 i^ luzaffar Husain Mirza himself found the 
squeeze on him from the Uzbeks and the Mughals too hard 
lo bf^ .ir. PreTerring to make terms with the Hugh,ilr>, he 
handed over the possession of Qandahar to them. Both 
the brothers arrived at Akbar's court v/ith a large 
retinue. On their arrival they v/ere v/elcomed and ascor-
ted to the Emperor by important nobles like Asaf ^an, 
Abdur Rahim Kh~n-i Klianan, Mirza Jani Deg, Mirza Aziz 
I'ok^j 'ind '/,i\n K_han KokaitQSh. Mirza i^ ustam was granted 
a mansab of 5UU0/1500, and Mirza Muzaffar Husain that 
1. A.A.A. I, pp. 478-487; .^.N., Ill, pp. 645-46, 
' 70-71. 
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of 5000/4000. They were assigned jagirs in Multan, 
Baluchistan and Sambhal. Mirza Rustam was also appointed 
as subedar of ?-lultan; Mirza Muzaffar Husain was honoured 
1 
with the title of Farzand. 
The reception and the high ranks (for 5,000 zat 
under Akbar was an exceptional one) directly granted to 
the two brothers needs some explanation. The Akbarnama 
says that Mirza Rustam Saf^vi was granted the man ?ab of 
5000 zat and a cash award of one kror of tankas together 
with a large jagir in order to persuade Mirza Muzaffar 
2 
Husain Safavi to join Mughal service. V/hen the latter 
arrived he was also awarded equal g,at rank but was 
- 3 -given a larger sawar rank of 4000 sawar. The sawar 
rank v/as higher than that of Mirza Rustam, because 
Muzaff.ir Husain had handed over such an impcjrtant region 
as Qandahar and Zamindawar to the Mughals, while Mirza 
Rustam had come empty-handed. But the honour accorded 
to the two Mirzas probably went farther than the matter 
of Qandahar, important as it was. The Mughals had an 
inward sense of respect for the status of the Safavid 
rulers, and it was seen as a great elevation of Mughal 
prestige if members of the 3afavid house could be 
1. A.N. Ill, pp. 646, 671. 
M.U.,III, 296-302; 435-37. 
2. A.lj. Ill, 646; Ain-i-Akbari, Blochmann (tr.), p. 
32t; M^., Ill, 438. 
3. M.U., III, 296-302. 
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b r o u o h t i n t o r iuqhal s e r v i c e . Thus n o t on"! ' w e r j t h e 
j an t Jaha r Mirz~s a c c o r d e d h i g h r a n k s , b u t m a r r i a g e s of 
t h e i r d a u g h t e r s and g r a n d - d a u g h t e r s w i t h Mughals r e a d i l y 
acced'-^d t o . The . : a f a v i d f a m i l y c o n t i n u e d tD e n j o y h i g h 
p r e s t i g e a t t h e Mughal c o u r t i n l a t e r t i m e s a l s o , .-'hen 
i n t h e 4 8 t h R.Y. of / . u rangzeb ( i . e . 1703-4 AD) Mirza 
A l i fiaqi J a f a v i , a g r a n d - s o n (by d a u g h t e r ) of Jhah .-i)bas 
I f t a r r i v e d a t . '^urat, he was p a i d 500U/ - Rupees from t h e 
t r e a s u r y of t h e C u r a t P o r t a s T r a v e l l i n g a l l o w a n c e , and 
upon h i e a r r i v a l a t t h e Mujhal c o u r t he vjas g r a n t e d a 
mangab of 3 0 0 0 / 1 0 0 0 . He was a l s o a p p o i n t e d a s 3rd r j a k n s h i . 
L a t e r , in t h e 50 th R.Y. ( i . e . 1706-1707 AD) h i s nephew 
Muh imm. r] Muhsin came from I r a n and d i d homaae t o t he 
2 
riuqhal court. i5ut he is not found to have been ai/arded 
any rank or office. 
/d L<"r its arrJvil the f imily of the JancJ ihar 
."•irzas established matrimonial relations with many 
important Iranian families and also succeeded in marrying 
many of their daughters with Mughal Princes. The only 
daughter )f Mirza Muzafrar HUsain, Qandahari Mahal, v/as 
marriijvd to Prince Khurram. yiir-;" Rustam's two daughters 
1- M. A., p. 497; K.K., II, p.572. 
2. Ibid., p.513. 
3. Lahori, I (a), pp. SSQ-'-Ml. 
!'<} 
were rnarr ieO t > P r i n c e ^ a l t a n P a r v e a , t h e son of 
J d h a n ^ i i r i"i(J i r i n c > ^rrAi ^ n u j a ' , t n e son of . h l h j a h a n . 
Prill-"-' Mur Jngz^':> m a r r i e 1 J i l n s T ino .^ ^aurri, t h e 
daugh t ' ^ r of Flirza jhahn^-'MZ Khan ^,afavi, son of r i r z a 
.Sustain _^)ifavi. The o t h e r d a u g h t e r s of ^hTahn^iwaz r^.an 
were n n r r i ' e d t o P r i n c 'S f-iurad Bakhsh and hah j h u j " ' . ' 
In t h e r e i g n of Aurangzeb a l s o many p r i n c e s too l ; b r i d e s 
f r )i • t i ' 1 s ! irni l y . 
5 ^ s i d o s thf^so i n i r r i .qos in t h e r o y a l t i m i l y t n e r e 
were a few I r a n i a n f a m i l i e s of t h e h i g h e s t s t a t u s / / i t h 
'W'licl t h e h o u s e of t h e M i r z a s of .^andahar e s t a a l i s n e j 
m i r r i i u - ' a l l i a n c e s . These were t h e f a m i l i e s of /JoJur 
ivaiiii' _;_iln-i khanan, I s l am Klinn Kiashhid i , h]ir n i r i n 
Yr /d i uid . >h iinsuddin riuk_hil Tr K|_i~in of abzwcTr, VH) 'it 
'•'iv'~ "nlVinawaz r n a n ' s d a u g h t e r s were m e r r i e d v/ifh 
.y i rza riuhammad A s a l a t Khan and Mirza M u ' j z Kiusvi Cl-.an/ ^ 
J . 1 ^ ^ . , 1 r ' , p . 4 3 8 . 
2 . ' . a n o r i , I ( a ) , pp. 3 2-3 J . 
3. ."iiq Khan, fi. 43 (b)-4'1 (a) ; see also K. K. , II, 
p o. 12, 63. 
4. h'hori II, pp,304-3U5; ^adiq I^ ?"^ "' f^* 55 vo), 'i 7ia) 
5. ^ee Appendix-A, Genealogical Chart, 
o. lb 1 J. Nos. 27, 32, 40, 45, 48 t. 49. 
7. azim, p. 333; I'l.iS. , 1, pp. 2^2-25. 
P . ' '_t- > P' 33/'; ii.U., Ill, pp. 633-36; T. '.. , . . '. 
3S4 
both belonging to highly respected SaiyiJ families 
of Mashhad. Asalat Khan's father Hirza Badi^ was one 
of the great 3aiyids of Mashhad and his ancestors had 
been the auardians of the shrine of Imam 'vli Ibn Musa, 
the eighth Imam. Mirza Asalat ^an came to India in 
1646 and received the rank of 1000/400, Mirza Mu'iz 
Musvi Khan's father Mirza Fakhra was a r-lusvi Cai/id of 
Qum and his mother was a daughter of Mir Muhammad Zaman, 
a great S liyid of Mashhad. H^ reached India in the 
14th R.Y. of .urdnqzeo (i.e. 1671-72) and received a 
2 
suitable rank. 
r _ 
Connections with the great house of Itimad-ud 
oaula too were established in due course. Mirza Saf 
Shikcin I^an ..afavi's wife Shahzada Begum was the 
daughter of Mir Miran Yazdi from Saliha Bano Begum, 
the daughter of Asaf Khan. A daughter of Mirza i^ ustara 
Safavi v/as married to -ohamsuddin Mukhtar Khan Sabz'vari 
whose mother Nauras Banc was a grand-daughtei )f Itimld-
ud Daula . Mir Mahmud Aqidat Khan a brother of Asalat 
Khan was married to Kabuli Begum, a grand-daughter of 
1. Lahori, II, p.509; Z.Kh., Ill, p.100. 
2. M.U. Ill, pp. 633-36. On account of their not 
being of Safavid origin their ranks and officf=^ s 
have not been taken into account by us alongwith 
those of the ^atavid Mirzas of Qandahar. 
3. Jej ante Jection 1,1. S.5 0. 
'1 O f 
; h ~ i r t , i Kliiati (.ind a r i . iuqhter of Ruhu l l ah Khan I ) . " 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e f a m i l y of 
_ _ r_ _ 
Sam Mirza, a son of -.hah Jsinail Gafavi is first 
noticed lu the r(.--ign of .'.hahj ihan. '.-/hen exactly this 
family migrated frjin Iran is not i<xiown. From the AklPtirn'ima 
howavar, it transpires that Mir Arif Ardbeli, a son of 
Jam r-iir?a, came to Lahore sometime during the reig-i of 
2 - -
Akbar who perhaps, says Lahori, offered him some office 
which he did not accent owing to his mystic disposition. 
- '- — < 
Mir Arif's son Mir Abdullah nas been repeatedly mentioned 
as recipient of cash awards.* In 16S2 he was allov/ed 
to proceed to Lahore after being gran'-ed cash inam of 
r 
Rs.SOOO."" In 16 S3 he a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n g i v e n a 
liii i iTi t Mid Lh. c l i . i rg ' ' of Lahore . T h i s Gug(|o; ( ;. t h a t 
Mir A b d u l l a h h a d j o i n e d i m p e r i a l s e r v i c e a n d c o u l d be 
e n t r u s t e d w i t h a r e s p o n s i b l e o f f i c e . 
J u r i n g / x u r a n g z e b ' s r e i g n Mir A b d u l l a h ' s son 
>'.ir uh immad J a ' i i q a p p e a r s t o have b e e n l i v i n g i n 
1 . f-'. A. 1 0 9 - 1 1 ^ , 1 1 3 , 1 1 4 , M. U. I , p . 2 2 5 . 
2. A. • . Ill, p. 749, where he appears to have been c-ied 
at i,'jhore in 10u7 Af{, 
3 . Lahor i, IT , f). 24 3 . 
4. Ibl>:. pp. 224, 24 i, 475, 628. 
5. ./a'ris, ^).196. 
6. Ibid., p.214. 
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seclusion at Lahore. He was honoured 'vvitn a khi 1 a t 
and a cash award (inam) -)f Rs. IJOO. In 2 663 again, 
Mir Muhammad --aoiq and his grand-son Mir Musa appears 
to have b'»en granted a cash award of 1,500 rupees. 
Returning to i,he Jandahar Mirzas ' position as 
man?ahdars a reign-wise tabulation is offered in 
A[)pf^ndix-B, whir-h shows the man.7.ahs held by momoorc oi 
the tamily from Akbar to Aurangzeb. The table contains 
only the highest ranks knov/n to have been held by the 
Mirzas in each reign instead of giving a long year-wise 
record of mansab-prornotions. The man^abs of those wno 
died or retired in a particular period have not been 
excluded because making a periodical account of the 
mansabs in the hands of the family is the only purpose 
of the table and not a comparison of the Mirzas' 
position with that of other families. It may also be 
notpd that there are twj other Gafavi Mirzas who appear 
in the table, but whose relationship with the Safavi 
Mirzas of Qandahar is not established and has only 
been presumed here. These are Khwaja Beg Mirza Jafavi 
and nis nephew anc] adopted son Mirza Muhammad Jalih 
- 3 
•jipahdar Khan • 
1. Ka^im., p. 215. 
2. Ibid., p.ei8. 
3. Tuzuk, pp. 112, 220; Z.kh., II, p. 261; M.U., II, 
p. 427. 
1H7 
rho table reveals that till the end of 
Aurangzeb's reign lour generations of the Mirzas had 
continu"msly been in active service and that they 
continued to enjoy a high position in the empire. In 
the first generation the two Mirzas - Mirza f^ ustam and 
Mirza Muzaffar - held a ir.ansab of 5000/15'-0 and 5000/ 
1 
40JO respectively. The other two younger brothers -
Mirza Abu Ja'id and Mirza Sanjar died in 1596-97, they 
2 held a rank of 350/zat each. Soon afterv/ards the rank 
of Mirza Muzaffar was resumed on account of certain 
3 
complaints against him. In the second generation, out 
of nine Safavic Mirzas three were holding the rank of 
, 4 - -
5000/5000, Among the Qandaharis except for Mirza 
Haicer, a son of Mirza Muzaffar Husain, all the sons 
of Mirza Ru.stam held the rank of 1000 -^at and above. 
The third gen(»ration during Shahjahan's reign v/ic 
holding, numerically as well as in terms of mangabs, 
the highest position as out of 14 total members of the 
family, including Muhammad Salih Sipahda"r Khan, three 
5 
held the rank of 5000/5000. Of the rest seven h(?Jd 
1. A_^. Ill, 646, 671; Tuzuk, p.Ill; Z.Kh.I, p, Q~i 
2. Ain (tr.), op. cit. pp. 328, 555; M.U. Ill, 441. 
3. A^. Ill, pp.711-12, 743; M^./ H I , 302. 
4. Mirza_I^ustam .;3afavi 5000/5000; Xhwa j a Beg Mirza 
5afavi 5000/zat and Muhammad Salih Sipahdar 
Khan 5000/5000. 
5. Shahnawa'z Kban held 5000/5000 (2-3h) . 
0 V V S8 
ranks of 1000 gat and above. Under Aurangzeta the 
fourth generation of the Mirzas among mangabdars appears 
to have declined both numerically and in terms of ranks 
held. During the fifty years of the reign there were 
only eleven members of the family known to have been 
in service. Of these, except one, Muhammad Ahsdn, a 
son of Mirzi Shahnawaz Kh"an 3afavi, who held the rank 
of 7 '0/300, all held mangabs above 1000 zat. ohahnawaz 
Khan Safavi held 6000/6000 (5000x2-3h) and Murad Kam 
- 2 
oafavi 5000/3000. But Shahnawaz Khan lost his life 
in 16 59 after he joined Dari Shukoh. During the fifty 
years of Aurangzeb's reign the total mansabs in the 
hands of the Mirzas (taking the highest held by each) 
totalled 30,200/18,500 (5000x2-3h) while during the 
thirty years' reign of Shlibjahan the Mirzas' total 
mansabs amounted to 31,200/24,200 (5000x2-3h) . "^  
Lastly, a few words may be offered on the offices 
held by the Mirzas during the period. Information on 
this is brought together in Appendix-C. The tables 
showing incumbents are mainly based on contemporary 
1. See Appendix-B, under Shahajahan. 
2. See Appendix-3, under Aurangzeb. 
3. See Appendix-B. 
O O 3 S fl 
c h r o n i c l e s pf r e s f j e c t i v e p e r i o d s , s u p p l e m e n t e d by t h e 
, _ , a k h i r a t - u l Khawanin and M a ' a s i r - u l Umara'. Jiic L-DJ<-5 
^ ' • m-m M 
contain information for those years only in v/hich 
appointments on various posts ol the Mirzcis are rjcTrd-d. 
The tables suqqest t .at a large number of offices like 
?ubedar, f aujdar, Diwin, Jilada'r, 'Jdrawaloegi, jaushbe':i, 
Ourbeqi and thanedaris were held by the members of the 
family besides being sent on various important military 
expeditions in the Deccan and the North-west. But 
throughout the period only Mirza" Rustam "Jafavi and his 
son Mirza ."hahnawaz I^an 7afavi are knov/n to have been 
appointed as .-gubedar (Governor) of different provinces; 
none of his other sons or even grand-sons was ever 
assigned this office. It is certainly curious that the 
office of subedir of any province v/as never given in 
the family of Mirza Muzaffar Husain Safavi riaht from 
the time of Akbar. It v/as towards the close of 
Aurangzeb's reign that Mirza Sadruddin Muhamm.ad .pafavi, 
a great-grandson of Mirza Muzaffar Husain was appointed 
- _ - 2 
?ubedar of Khandesh in 1701; and he was apparently 
the last of the oafavids in India known to have 
attained distinction."" Mostly the Mirzas are found to 
1. See A p p e n d i x - C . 
2 . K .A . p . 4 3 3 ; M ^ . I l l , G92, 
3 . fUlJ. I l l , p . 6 9 2 . 
r io 
h -ve 'o(2':tn assigned the post of faujdar of different 
sarkars in the empire. In tiK2 reign ot J^nangir i-li rza" 
Hasan "Jafavi, a son of Mirza Rustam Safavi held the 
post of 01wan of Gujarat in 1617. He was afterwards 
sent t-1 the Deccan, The rather junior posts of 
QaraWa' b'-gi (chief huntsman), Qaushhegi (chief Falcon -r) 
and jarbegi (Tncharge of the royal standards), were 
granted to tnerfi during Jh'ah j alian ' s reign for a long 
3 
period. Similarly, the office of 2nd Bakhshi, one 
of the important central offices of the empire, is 
found for the first tiiue to have been assigned in the 
fourth generation towards the close of Aurangzeb'3 
4 '' 
reign. In the same period the office of Arz-i Mukarrar 
(officer in charge of presenting orders for confirmation) 
v;a3 held by Hir Muazzam Jiyadat Khan, a son of .-hahnaw":', 
_ _ c 
^ ~ n j r i f a v i ; i t was t a k e n away from him in 1G;V7-8.'.~' 
I t may, t h e r e f o r e , b e i n f e r r e d t h a t b a r r i n g a few 
p e r s o n s t h e Qandahar M i r z a s i n a e n e r a l d i d n o t e n j o v 
1. Tu7.uk, p p . 1 8 6 - 2 4 5 . 
'•• I b i d , , p . 2 8 8 . 
3. jee Appendix-C, Pable-'" Offices held by the Mirzas 
under Shahjahan. 
4. Ibid., Table_D, Nos. lS-18. 
5. : I.A., p. 314. 
rjt 
much influenco in the counsels of the empire and slowly 
slipped into medium ranking nobles. None of the 
following important central offices like Piwan, Mir 
Balslnshi, Mir Saman, Mir Atish, Mir Tuzuk and Alibtabegi 
were assigned to them. It appears that in spite of 
their being related to the ro'/al Safavid family of 
Iran, the Mirzas were not entrusted with important Central 
offices and were not given a very high position in the 
nobility. It was, however, characteristic of the MughaJ 
system that the family, once established, would continue 
to claim man.?abs and some status generation after 
generation (four generations having been studied by 
us) . 
i fO 
N i-H 
. i-l H -
- H U 
s j<; 
u 
Ire i-H 
( 0 
r-i 
3 
\ -
v . ' * -
M 
l - H 
• H 
en. 
e 
e 
f 
3 
>:: 
^^  
l - H 
• ' . " ' 
— _ 
X 
^ f C 
— l/'J 
1:3 
M 
l-H 
l-H 
> 
ft) 
m 
(V 
CO-
E 
VJ 
M 
CD 
1(0 
N 
>••) 
•H 
-IfO 
1(0 
N 
U 
•H 
- ! - -
1(0 
(0 
n 
in 
1(0 
e 
(0 
|(0 
-x: 
CO 
o^  
c 
! 
N 
N 
O 
-
l-H 
' •d 
(0 
|(0 
N 
M 
• H 
e 
l - H IfO 
x: |(C' 
u Ju 
H 
N 
i-( 
• H 
V 
r-
• H 
a j 
i/i 
:3 
o:-
c 
1(0 IfO 
-P: 
r H 
M 
to 
N 
i-l 
- H 
>^' 
VD 
u 
fOifO 
-""l 
c (0 
CO 
* - - v 
O N 
r H 
--^  
N 
u 
• H 
*>^  
• •0 
l - H 
IP 
. U 
• = 1 : 
—^-
CD 
r-i 
~-^  
1(0 
N 
M 
• H 
-^—^  
r-
T-H 
~—' 
i-l 
fO 
HA 
HA 
(0 
tsi: 
:3 
,»—^ 
KO 
T-l 
c 
1 ( 0 
M 
-
(0 
CO 
e 
fO 
+J 
Uj 
D 
t i : 
c 
I fO 
N 
M 
- H 
"^  
• H 
> 
fO 
M-) 
rO 
CD. 
•H 1(0 
fO 
m 
:3 
Iff 
.c 
^ 1 V) 
O'lfO 
: 3 
-^~, 
i n 
r-\ 
• 
^0 
0^ 
c 
N 
U 
—1 
1(0 
U 
• H 
* . • * 
fO 
IS) 
c 
(0 
X 
II 
•H|(0 
(I) N 
l - H 
U 
I f" 
x: 
fO r-H 
'a (0 
c ^. 
fO fO 
O X 
^ — V 
i n 
(~Nl 
• w ^ ' 
r H 
i-H,ro 
(Q N 
e ^j 
10 - H 
IH S 
,^ ^ 
^ 
( M 
rj 
U 
U 
3 
§1 
(Li 
O 
G 
• H 
II 
0 
c IfO 
PI 
l \ ' 
(D 
x: 
u (0 
a, 
«—s 
r-i 
m 
"— 
1— 
:3 
O l 
a 
p 
1 
19: 
0* 
(n 
I fO 
E 
j : : 
fO 
H: 
ro 
CM 
1(0 
N 
M 
• H 
10 IfO 
IfO N 
ty u 
r-i 
< 
,-^ 
CM 
OvJ 
- H 
•2 
)-l 
<U IfO 
Ti N 
•H M 
(0 -H 
r\j 
IfO 
MifC 
x: (0 
CQ 
* " -> . 
O 
CM 
N 
M 
• H 
r>- , 
I - H 
> 
(0 
M-l 
rr, 
cr-
C 
iro 
- H 
(0 
x: 
^ 
CO 
fO 
"• 
c 
1(0 
\S| ( - i i 
E 
4-i:l(0 
r H 
13 
to 
IfO 
r H 
f/} 
H 
O 
N \ 
u o 
- H 
•^-
, - v 
r-
f M 
II 
V^  
fO 
N l 
3 
(0 
&;' 
1(0 
N 
u 
- H 
' "^  
IX) 
CM 
• H 
> (0 
M-l 
fO 
m 
1(0 
fa 
KL) 
iNj 
M 
- H 
•JT* 
Xi 
• H 
f H 
1 ( 0 
tH-. 
(P 
^ 
< 
-^^  
0 ^ 
OJ 
!-( Ir i ' C 
;;H IfO 
-SI T; :^ 4| 
fO 
F t-i 
F. fC 
fO N i 
C- P 
3 fO 
: ;. 
^, 
L^ 
CT 
o 
(I* 
e 
E 
c-
c 
l-H 
13 
i-< 
'V 
fO 
C/1. 
IfC 
N 
- H 
CO 
CM 
e 
l - H 
1(0 
H 
CO 
m 
l - H 
> 
m 
fO 
CO" 
e 
(0 
•p 
P 
im 
ISI 
•H 
r -
C 
o 
u 
< 
I 
X 
H 
Q 
W 
P. 
i-S 
:3 Ire 
C (I) X]\n} Xi 
- ' to . : Slw 
.11 
I 
-Cfi 1-1 
m 
u c 
CO Ni l 
n 
4J 
0.1 
0) 
- i - l l fO 
0 ^\ 
IS) 
m 
ifO C 
N ro 
1-j W 
- • H fO 
I 
(0 N 
N 1(0 
N s cn 
3 fC (0 
IfO »• c (H E 
N l - H ^ C P O D 
- J - i ' d C j t C i f U (0 C Di 
- (0 ifD j a ^ 1 s ifo (i> 
S m E to N:;! II m m 
QJ 
U 
^ c Q -H 
^ !-j 
«>) O i 
<* %^  
II 
a* 
^ u P C 
^ - • H 
"^ ^ 
" ^ O i 
N _ ^ 
II 
*» 
iro 
^ • ' - 1 
, r 3 
! c ; ^ 
c/^  CO — 
l-rH 
0 ' 
C N C 
im G | r 
•i^'- > x: 
r-i U n-
3 fO l o 
CO CU 
O 
\ 
VJ 
TJ 
c 
ro 
^ 0 
rH C 
•Hl fO 
;3 m 
E 
3 
tJl 
a) 
ra 
0 ' 33 
l -H 
J-l 
Irtl 
15 
C 
irrj 
l-H c N.-;! 
T l IfO 
•U In -P; M 
P 1(0 -H C |(0 
i-( 4-> 3 -H x : i 
(0 ^ 1 c; to (0 ^^1 
E Ad IfO m -H 
(0 3 ^ 1 O P -P 
o S S i x X- 4-1 
- - Q H 
LD II 
1(0 
,c -— 
^ 'V 
Vi d! 
p -p 
N-il O 
^ T D 
CTi (C 
m -^ 
c 
01 
•H 
E 
P 
Di C 
0 1 ( 0 
m 1.^  
l-H 
(0 S -
c -a H 
4 I IfO IfO M H 
m x : i N i - H 
c r . j ^ x : S l - H 
- - - (D T3 
CO ; C O ISl 
^ to \ (0 
— II 3 >H 
•P 
«(0 
IfO T) M-l 
- N IfO -H C 
•H P 
-H 
I 
r; 
1(0 
P 
•P 1 ( 0 ^ £ 
^ 
CN 
M g i ^ M C 
" (0 -Ci 
o Di ;^ l 
\ 
Q 
E 
1(0 
••H 
03 > 
1(0 (0 
U M-i 
P (0 
S CO. 
m 
M 
-H 
CO. 
1(0 
r-^ 
T^ 
(0 
% 
C 
g i r o 
^. fO 
^• P 
U 
l -H 
•> 
..^ -^  
o 
in 
fa 
C 
irO 
a 
•Pl-H 
rO 
U 
> 
m CO'U-I 
p 
7"-; 
(C 
CO. 
l -H 
> 
rO 
4-1 
(0 
CO' C I 
,c 
(0 
rH H 
H H 
P 
l-H 
irO rH N 
C ^ fC (0 
l-H > 3 ^ t > i 
T3 ^ G 
P IfO O 1(0 
ip > i \ x ; i 
-H 5 P SI 
(O l fO 
CO ^4 II 
U 
H 
1' 
C fO 
l-H CCl 
T3 E 
P rO 
N "H 
C ^ l < 
P -
s; ^: 
| fO 
a' £ 
Q G 
-H O 
fO 
•-H 
C 
•H 
P 
1 
S-l 
M ( - H 
P 
•P 
(0 
E 
^ 
t 
Q 
.—^  LD 
^ 
•"^  
rO 
-P 
en 
P 
Di 
IfO 
U 
•H 
S 
y—^ 
^ 
•* 
x; fO 
N : 
u 
-Hl -H 
^i-i 
M 
•H 
11 
^' 
o 
\ 
c,^  
U 
E P 
P Ti 
Di i r j 
a .c 
, l-H tn 
l o '-^ 
c. - e 
•H r i fO 
, , ^i '-^ 
u - H K 
c P-
• ' • ^ 
1 !• 
7:3 c . c 
-H o en 
V J f ^ 
-H -r-l 0 
fO i^ \ 
0 t< tr 
^ II 
r-
^ 
I-H 
ro 
c m 
irti 
t-. 
fO 
N 
N 
a) 
IP' 
C 
i n ! 
-"SI 
l - H 
Xi 
e 3 
D^ 
Q; 
ai 
0 
c N I f O -(0 IfO CO 
a 
IfC 
N 
^ 
fO 
c 
^ 
M |fO 
-H x : 
• ' -
^-^ 
m 
m 
CO 
to 
ro 
M 
0 
fC 
( ' 
11 
•p 
c 
o 
u 
1 
X 
M 
n 
w 
<l 
(I) £ 
U 'U ir. 
C IfC £ i 
Q 1^ D (L' 
LO 11 
• -H 
^ ^ - H l r j 
CX) : t t r . 
o 
c 
ta 
• 
p 
»-« 
r H 
M J 
^-' 
•m 
N 
u 
• H 
V 
11 
iro 
- -^ -I 
- 1^ >-</ 
N m j H M' -H 
13 4->: > 
V -H rr 
P i O 
-
•fd 
to (-^  
•>H i f i ; 
." U 
X 
0 .". 
\ . fC 
OJ fn 
E 
3 C 
fH D ' -H 
n ni u, 
0) 
N 
n 
'^-^  
o i ) 
Q) " 
(J iro 
C X^ •'-1 
•HIO) 3 
M x: £ ( ^ CD CO 
— II 
o c 
C (0 
H U 
:i 
11 
I f f 
•H fO 
. - x: 
j-H x: 
- iro ifi' o "o CO 
vi) co-XiX ft rt) 
•p 
• rd 
P -H C 
x : ifD 
O to 
s x:-
in 
c 
e c ifL' 
fl) Ifu X i 
cj:-Ci;<! 
fO r ; 
- -P fL' 
3 fC N : 
2 O N i 
IfT. fO 
1-rH -H 3 
s : CO ;-• 
in t 
6 ift 
13 
en-fd 
-
l5l 
h 
fa i3 
"T* 
u I'H 
s" 
^-, 
i - ^ 
tn 
CO. 
to 
-
fO 
'7* 
n 
i n 
fO 
e -p c 
E "fi; I'X! 
fD TD o x : i 
x:-nfl \ x<\ 
3 CO (" 
4-1 
I-H C IfC 
*-< trjfa "O 
i-H (t) x : i<o 
: ^ (-1 \<1 (H _ 
II 
T; 
13 C 
fl ' ft) 
fc^ N 
P i-l 
ro '(' 
X>(iH 
3 
-• I-H • 
T:: G 
— !-i .r. ifri 
' 0 
U 
C E 
•H fO 
u N: 
o 
C 
3 
I 
-P 
'O tfO 
^ (0 
0) 
u 
c 
• < - l 
M 
v^ 
r H 
t ^ 
M 
fU 
p. y 
< 
3 
u x: 
C fO 
|fO 
x:ifO x; 
o Q o 
2 - P^  3 O 3 
M -H x; \ x: 
cu en CO CO c/5 
c 
3 
I 
•4 ' ^ 
f t |fO 
C (0 
I-H -H 
N] U 
I 
c 
3 . 
I (fO 
^i to 
(U -H 
N '^ H 
r-
VO 
304 
1 
1 
- H 
; , 
- H 
r H 
.<.< 
A 
^—N 
vr* 
\o 
^ ' 
c 
no 
1^ 
<r. 
fTJ 
w 
• < 
^ ' - v 
fO 
yD 
T ' 
N 
u 
- H 
• ^ ' * 
II 
I f f 
x; 
u 
-1-1 
> 
f l 
li-i 
a-
CO 
0 x: .c". 
C 0 u 
ifO ; i : xq 
1P ^V,*! 
(W . 
e u i-i! 
M C 
fO -H E 
N VA f r -
K a . . 
/ ) 
a' 
r^ 
X 
^ 
3 
, ;^  
o 
'ion 
Refprf^nceq t o the G e n e a l o q i c q l C h a r t 
: indicates ' ^ 'ather of' 
+ " ' brother/sis trr of' 
= " ' h u s b a n d / w i f e of ' 
i " ' g r a n d s o n o f 
d / o " ' d a u g h t e r o f 
•f I s / o " ' s o n of 
Numbers p r e f a c i n g S o u r c e s 
t h e names of personal 
i n t h e c h a r t 
1 : 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 b.iA^-' ^'^^ 
3 : 6 , 7 , 8 l i A : . ! - I / 1-3 6 
5 : 9 A.N. III^7^9.Lahori II, 2-13 
9 : 10 Lahori 11,224,243,475 
10: 11 Kaz_im,215-16 
13^-11 Xagim,8l8 
6 : 14,15,16,17,18,19 A ^ ^ . 1,1 3 6, 4-78 ; A a_. 
Ill, 645. 
15 = S u l t a n Hr^inza Mirza A. A. A . 1,13 6 
16 : 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 4 A^iA_. I , 487;r4U. I l l , 3 0 l - 3 0 3 
16 : 2 2 , 2 3 i-. Ti. I l l , 301-3o2 . 
16 : 2 5 ; 2 5 = P r i n c p Khurram:31 ramqar H u s a i n i ' s M a ' a g i r - i 
J a h a n g T r l , 12 ' ; , 13 3 , 1 3 8 ; "~ 
l a h o r i 1 ( a ) , 3 8 9 - 9 0 ; 
M.A.. ,14 7 . 
15 : 2 1 ; 2 l : 2 6 L a h o r i I ( b ) , 1 7 6 ; T ^ M ^ 
I I , 3 0 ; H . U . I I I , 5 8 1 . ' " 
21 : 2 7 ; 2 7 : 28 l i i i - I I » 30 ;Mj.U. I l l , 692 . 
27 : 2 9 ; 2 9 : 3 0 T. K. 1 1 3 . 
27 = d / o I s l a m Khan t- iashhadl T.i-i. I I , 3 0 ; M . U. I l l , 5 8 1 . 
2 8 -f I s l a m Khan i l a s h h a d i T.i-i. I I , 30 . 
o 96 
26 + 27 MJJ.III, 581. 
17 + 18,19 A.A.A.I,I367A.N. 111,645. 
17 : 32,34,37,38 A_^. Ill, 646; Lahorl 1(a) , 184, 205; 
Tuzuk, 146, 167. 
17 : 33 Tuzuk, 321, 401. 
17 : 35 Tuzuk, 381 
17 : 36 Tuzuk, 147, 260, 293-94. 
17 : 3') (Adopted son) Lahori I (b) , 322; II, 745; Salih III, 
479. 
17 : 40 ;40=Shamsudd in 
Mulibtar Kijan S a b z w a r i T . M . I I , 2 6 . 
Shamsuddin Mukhta r Wian: 
51 = d / o S u l t a n H u s a i n 
I f t i k h a r Wna.n ' T.M. , 2 6 . 
17 ; 4 1 ; 4 1 = P r i n c e P a r v e z M . U . I I I , 4 3 8 . 
17 : 4 2 ; 4 2 = P r i n c e S h u j a ' L'Shorl I (b) , 3 2 - 3 3 ; I I , 1 3 7 - 3 8 ; 
3 a d i q Qjan f . 2 5 ( b ) . 
P r i n c e 3 h u j a ' ' : 5 2 L a h o r i I I , 1 3 7 - 3 8 ; S a d i q 'Qmn 
f . 2 5 ( b ) . 
32=d /o Abdur Rahim HOJ. I l l , 4 3 9 - 4 0 . 
_Qian-i jCnanan 
32 : 43 L a h o r i I I , 3 1 5 ; M . U . I I I , 5 8 3 . 
43 : 44;44:47;47 = Prince M^.,247; M.U.III, 586. 
Mu*izuddin 
43-4-17 Lahori 11,374; Waris,147. 
43 : 45;45=Mir Niamatullah Lahori II,374;Waris,147; 
Kazim,287. 
43 : 46;46=Prince M.A.,152;M.U.III, 586 
Muizuddin 
34 : 48;48 = Shah?ada _ _ Lahori II, 485;Waris,36;M.U.IIJ, 
Begum d/o Mir iMiran 478-79. 
48 : 4"i;49 = d/o ^alilu- Ka^im.,663; M^U.III,479, 
1lah Khan Yazdi 
07 
48 : 50? 50 -f- 34 
33 = Nauras Bano Begum 
33 : 53, 54, 55 
53 : 65 
T.M. II, 63. 
M.A. 109, K.K.II, 75; Cf. 
Sadlq Khan, f. 109(a) mentions 
as Yurish Bano; also f 
Kazim 420, mentions as Nawazish 
Bano Begum. 
Kazim 51, 209,333. 
T.M. II, 35. 
65 = Mir Muhammad Taqi Sadat T.M. 11,35. 
Kban 
Mir Muhammad Taqi Sadat 
Kl3an:66; 66 -f- 53 
33 : 54 
T.M. II, 35. 
33 : 54; 54:62 
62 = Prince Kam Bakhsh 
33 : 54; 54:63 
Kazim, 333; T.M.II, 10. 
M^.,2'^5; T.M. II, 130. 
M.A. 225; IVM. II, 130. 
T.M. II, 25. 
54 
33 
33 
33 
33 
33 
33 
64; 64 = Mirza All Naqi T.M. II, 23. 
56; 56=Asalat Khan 
57;57 = Prince 
Aurangzeb 
58; 58 = Mir Salih 
5'1>; 59 = Prince Murad 
Bakhsh 
60; 60 = Prince 
Shuja' 
Gl; 61 -^  Mirza_Mu'iz 
Musavi Khan 
57 = Prince Aurangzeb 
Prince Aurangzeb:67/68 
Kazim, 333; M.U. I, 222-25. 
§adiq Khaa, ff .43 (b)-44 (a) ; 
K.K. II, 12, 63. 
Kazim, 45, 864. 
Lahori II, 304-5; Sadiq I^an, 
f.55(b); K ^ . II, 12,63. 
§adiq Mian f.l07(a) About this 
marriage all other authorities 
are silent. 
M_^.,337; IVM- II/2; M.U.Ill, 
633-36. 
Lahori K b ) , 243/ II, ?2. 
Lahori II,22,343;Salih II, 
268-69,391; T.M. 11,15,42,102. 
^38 
Priace Aurangzeb: &9;69= 
Prince Sipahr Shukoh 3/o 
Dara Shukoh T.M. 11,20. 
Princa Aurangzeb:70 T.M. II, 10. 
Prince Aurangzeb:71 Faruki^: Aurangzeb & His Times, 
Delhi, 1972, p.544. 
'! n< ][) 
Al-PEKDIX - B 
r e s I lOK OF TilE MIRZAS AS I4AHSABDARS 
S . N o . Xame & T i t l e R a n k Rpf FTr-^nce 
AKBAR 
1 . M i r z a R u s t a m S c i f a v i 5 0 0 0 / 1 5 0 0 
2 . M i r z a / m z a f f a r H u s a i n 5 0 0 0 / 4 0 0 0 
3 . M i r z a Abu S a ' i d 3 5 0 / X 
4 . r / i r z a San j a r 3 50 /X 
JAHANGIR 
AA: . I l l , 64 6 ; T u z u k , 
1 1 " . 
A^l_^. I l l , 671 . 
A i n 3 2 8 , 5 5 5 ; n . U . I l l , 
4 4 1 . 
A i n 3 2 p , 5 5 5 ; r . . U . I l l , 
? 4 1 . 
1 . .^ l i rza R u s t a ;i S a f a v i 
2 . M i r z a Murad I l t i f a t 
j<han p / o M i r z a 
Rustaiii S f a v i 
5000/5000 
2000/800 
Tuzjak ^  111 
3. Badi'uzzaman SKahnnvaz Amir 
K^an_SaLr.vi S/o 500/200 
Mirza Rustam 
4. Mirzi Hasan S/o _ 15 00/700 
Mirza Rustam Safavi 
5. Multafat Kh"n s/o_ 1500/300 
Mirza Rustm Safavi 
6. Suhrai Khan s/o _ 1000/400 
Mjrza Rustam Satavi 
7. Mirza Haider s/o 500/150 
Mirza Muzaffar Kusain 
8. Khwaja Beg Mirza Safavi 5000/X 
9. Muha:Tim;^ d Salih 5000/5000 
Sipahdar Khan K/O C^ 
adopted son of _Chv;aja 
Beq Mirza ?afavi 
H . U . I l l , 5 8 3 . 
M.U. I I , 6 7 0 _ . 
T u z u k , 3 2 1 
T u z u k , 3 69 7 L a h o r i I , 
184;MU I I I , 4 77 
T u z u k 3 8 1 . 
T u z u k , 14 7 . 
L a h o r i I , 1 8 5 ; M . U . 
1 1 1 , 5 5 5 . 
Iffeife£,2 35 , 299 ;Z . Kh. I I , 
2 6 1 - 6 2 . 
•:i)0 
APrENDIX-D c o n t d . 
SHA?iJAHAN 
1 . i U r z a R u s t n •! S a f a v i 5 0 0 0 / 5 0 0 0 L a h o r i I , 2 o 5 
( R e t i r e d ) * 
2 . iMi rz" Murad l l t i f a t 2 5 0 0 / 1 0 0 U a h o r i 1 1 , 3 1 7 
Khan 
3 . iv.ir7a 3 a d i ' u z z a m a n 5 0 0 0 / 5 0 0 0 ( 2 - 3 h ) S a l i h 1 1 1 , 2 6 1 
S h - h n a w a z Khan 
4 . ^ i i r z a H a s a n S a f a v i 3 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 'A 'ar is 7 1 , 130 
5 . I ' - i rza H f i i ^ p r s / o _ 1 0 0 0 / 2 00 L a h o r i 1 ( b ) 311 
,-'.u. a f f a r H u s a i n S a f a v i 
6 . , i r z a S u l t a n S a f a v i ^ 3 0 0 0 / 1 5 0 0 W a r i s , 3 6 5 ; S a l i h I I I , 
s / o . ; i r z a H a i d e r S a f a v i 2 3 6 , 4 5 5 
7 . M i r z " n a u z a r _ s / o M i r z a - ' ' 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 '^?ar is , 72 , 1 3 3 . 
H a i d e r S a f a v i 
8 . S a f S h i k a n Ktian s / o 2 0 0 0 / 1 0 0 L a h o r i 1 1 , 5 8 3 - 8 4 ; 
i r z a H o s a n S a f a v i S a l i h 1 1 1 , 4 5 9 . 
9 . K h u s h h i l a d o p t e d s o n _ 6 0 0 / 4 0 0 S a l i h , I I I , 4 7 9 . 
of " . i r z a R u s t a m S a f a v i 
1 0 . M i r M a ' a ^ u m s / o _ 5 0 0 / 4 0 0 A p p a X d t ' i g . S ' S ^ ^ l -
Shahnav' /az Minn S a f a v i 
1 1 . M i r M u ' a z z a m s / o _ 5 0 0 / 5 0 0 S a l i h , I I I , 4 8 2 
S h a h n a w a z k h a n S a f a v i 
1 2 . ^ M i r S a l i h N / 0 S h a h 9 0 0 / 2 0 0 W a r i s 2 3 5 . 
'AbVas S a f a v i 
1 3 . I ' . i r z a .XurSd JiCam ^ __ 3 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 S a l i h I T I 2 4 7 , 4 5 ' . 
Mukar ram Khan S a f a v i 
s / o M i r z a Murad l l t i f a t Khan 
1 4 . Muhammad S a l i h 5 0 0 0 / 5 0 0 * * L a h o r i I l , 3 7 8 , 7 2 o 
S i p a h d a r Khan 
Total : ' ' ' ° ° ° / ' ' ' ' ° ? 
( 5 0 0 0 x 2 - 3 h ) 
* M. A t h a r A l i , A p p a r a t u s o f E m p i r e , O f ; C J t * ' - , p . l 0 3 , 
g i v e s 6 0 0 0 / 6 0 0 0 w h i c h i s n o t f o u n d " on t h e p a g e s h e h a s 
r e f e r r e d t o . 
** E x c l u d e d . 
•; 01 
APPENDIX-n c o n t d . 
AURANGZER 
1 . M i r z a S h a h n a w a z Ahan 6 0 0 0 / 5 0 0 0 D i e d , K a g i m , 2 0 9 . 
S a f a v i ( 5 0 0 0 x 2 - 3 h ) 
2 . y^uraa xam S a f a v i 5 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 K a z i m , 9 8 i . 
3 . M i r z a S a f S h i k a n Khan 2 0 0 0 / 1 0 0 0 M.U. I l l 4 7 8 - 7 9 
4 . S a i f u d e l n S a f a v i Kamyab 1 5 0 0 / 7 0 0 K a z i m , 8 7 0 
Khan s / o S a f S h i k a n 
Khan 
5 . M i r z a S u l t a n s / o _ 4 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 K a z i n , 9 7 6 
M i r z a R a i d e r S a f a v i 
6 . M i r z a ^ a d r u d d i n S a f a v i 3 0 0 0 / 1 0 5 o j j . A. 4 72 , H. u . m , 692, 
s / o Mirza" S u l t a n 
7 . M i r z a M a ' a ^ u m s / o 2 0 0 O / 1 2 5 0 K a z i m , 3 3 3 
S h a h n a w a z Khan 
8 . .-iir M u ' a z z a m S i y a d a t 1 5 0 0 / 7 0 0 K a z i m , 3 3 3 - 3 4 
Ki3~n s / o S h ' a h n a w a z 
POjan 
9 . Muhammad Alnsan s / o _ 7 0 0 / 3 0 0 K a z i m , 334 
S h a h n a w a z Khan S a f a v i 
1 0 . (^•). ' iir S a l i h S / L Mirz_a 1 5 0 0 / 5 00 K a z i m , 3 34 
S h a h n a w a z Khan S a f a v i 
1 1 . M i r A l l H a q i M i r z a 3 0 0 0 / 1 0 0 0 M.A. 482 
S a f a v i J<^an S / l M i r _ "" 
M u ' a z z a m Khan S a f a v i 
3 0 , 2 0 0 / 1 8 , 5 0 0 
T o t a ] : { 5 0 0 0 x 2 - 3 h ) 
(*) A p p a r e n t l y t h e samp p e r s o n a s a b o v e ( N o . 1 4 ) u n d e r 
S h a h j a h a n . 
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(b) ASAP KBAN'S FAMILY 
a 
Asad Khan's family was/well reputed Turkman family 
1 
of the Qaramanlu tribe. His ancestors had served under 
< - -
the .Safavid r u l e r s from Sh"ah I sma i l ' s t ime. Bairam E^ g^ 
- 2 
(or Bc5hram Beg) was the governor (Ijakim) of Balkh during 
Shah I sma i l ' s re ign and i t was he who, alongwith other 
Iranian gene ra l s , helped eabur aga ins t the Uzbek Sultans 
in the b a t t l e of Khurasan, subsequently in the b a t t l e of 
3 Ghajdwan he l o s t h is l i f e f igh t ing aga ins t the Uzbeks. 
His sor Husam Beg Qaramanlu was ra i sed to the s t a t u s of 
Amir and was appointed to Ashkur, a d i s t r i c t near Gilan, 
- 5 during the re ign of Shah Tahmasp, His sons, Rustam 
Khan, Forbad Khan, Zulf iqar Khan and Alwand Su l t an , were 
a l so men of rank under Shah Abbas I . Rustam Khan, the 
e l d e s t among them, probably held some important pos t a t 
Talish (also h i s na t ive place) where on account of the 
1. Apparently a very small and i n s i g n i f i c a n t t r i b e , 
2. He was the grandfather of Zulf iqar Khan Qaramanlu 
(No.5) the grandfather of Asad isljan (No,13), See 
the Genealogical Chart in Appendix-A, 
3 . A.A.A., Vol. I , p . 40; a l so Babarnama, t r . (Eng.) 
A.s . Beverldge, Reprint Delhi , 1979, p .359 . 
4. Nu2hat-ul Qulub, o p . c l t . , pp.65-66; Cf. Hudud-Al^Alam. 
t r . V. MinoJTsky, London, 1937, p .388, reads 'Ashkavar ' . 
5 . A . A . A . , v o l . I , p . 1 1 3 , 
no 
enmity with the nobles he was forced to settle in Shirwan, 
then under the Ottoman Turks. However,hostility with the 
Ottoman authorities soon broke out, and the Turks killed 
Rustam Khan alongwith his one or two brothers (names not 
known) and followers. Farhad Kban and his younger 
brothers, gulfiqar Khan and Alwand Sultan, escaped with 
their lives leaving behind one sister, two daughters of 
Rustam Khan and other servants and followers. In the 
beginning of Shah Abbas' reign they arrived in Azarbaijan 
- *• - 1 -
and joined the service of Shah Abbas I , Farhad Khan was 
appointed governor of Mazandran with Alwand Sul tan as 
2 
h i s deputy in 159 6-97, In 1598-99 he was a l so appointed 
governor of Astarabad, Herat and the Amir-ul Umara of 
- - 4 
on Khurasan , But in the same year he was murdered 
5 - - -
account of a suspicion of r e b e l l i o n , g u l f i q a r Khan's 
younger b ro the r Alwand Sul tan was f i r s t appointed as 
governor of Langar Kanan, a c i t y (Ulka) near Ardbi l , in 
1591-92, In 1596-97 he acted as deputy for h i s brother 
1. A.A.A., Vol. I I , p . 752. 
2. Ibid, vol. I, pp. 520, 54 2, 5 65; earlier he appears 
to have served in several battles. Ibid., pp. 404, 
427-28, 433-34, 436-37, 442-445, 449T5T etc. 
3. Ibid., p. 5 65. 
4. Ibid., p. 574. 
5. Ibid., I, p. 575. 
6. Ibid., p. 442. 
•; 11 
Farhad l^jan in ^4azandran, where in 1597-98 he j o ined 
the consp i r acy of Alwand Dev, the r e b e l Q i l a d g r of 
2 _ 
Aulad, But the r e b e l l i o n was soon suppressed by Farhad 
Khan and Alwand S u l t a n was s e n t t o t h e Court where he 
was pardoned and made f r ee (mu t l aq -u l I n a n ) , Nothing more 
i s known about him, 
Z u l f i q a r Khan Qaramanlu, t h e g r a n d - f a t h e r of Asad 
Khan, a l s o a p p e a r s to have h e l d s e v e r a l appoin tments 
d u r i n g Sh'ah Abbas I ' s r e i g n . He was appoin ted governor 
- - „ _ 4 
(Beglarbegi ) of Azarba i jan in 1591-92. As i t v;as 
customary in the Safavid empire t h a t B e g l a r b e q i s a lone 
were s e n t on d i p l o m a t i c m i s s i o n s , Z.ulfiqar Khan was s e n t 
5 
as an envoy t o the Ottoman empire in 1595-96 and 
r e t u r n e d in 1 5 9 7 - 9 8 , ^ In 1603-4 he was appo in t ed 
governor (Hakim,) of A r d b i l , and the same y e a r , a f t e r 
t h e r e c a p t u r e of Tab r i z , he was made i t s g o v e r n o r . 7 
In 1606-7 the gove rnor sh ip (AySlat wa Darai) of Shumakhi 
and the Amir-ul Umarai of t h e e n t i r e Sh i rvan was a l s o 
confe r red on h i m . ° During h i s s t ^ y in Shirwan he de f ea t ed 
1 . A . A . A . , 5 2 0 . 
2 . One of the s t r o n g e s t f o r t s of T a b a r i s t a n , 
3 . Aj_AjA_. Vol . I , p p . 5 4 2 - 4 3 . 
4 . I b i d . , p p . 442, 492, 588, 
5 . I b i d , , p p , 512 -13 . 
6. lb id . , p . 5 4 3 . 
7 . I b i d . , I I , p p . 638, 640, 642-43 . 
8 . I b i d . , p . 733 , 
412 
Ma*?uin i^an the governor (wall) of Tabarsaran in 1607-8 
on account of his not allowing Zulfiqar Wian to construct 
a fortress at Shabran near his territory to which the 
Khan has been deputed. However, the fortress was built 
and equipped with necessary provisions, and castellans 
(Harisan) were posted. But the next year (1608-9) 
>• » . — 
some of the officers of Dagjhistan and Tabaristan became 
agitated over the construction of the fortress. Consequen-
tly Jarchaqai Beg, a confidential officer of the Shah, 
was sent to Shirwan with order to join ^ulfiqar iCian in 
suppressing the turbulence at Shabran. In the meanwhile 
Qarchaqai Beg received a second order from the Shah by 
which Zulfiqar Khan was put to death by the attendants 
of the Beg, The author of the Alam Ara-i Abbasi explains 
that Zulfiqar Khan on account of his being an important 
and powerful noble had become very proud of his position 
and perhaps had developed a kind of turbulent tendency, 
the signs of which were marked by the king. The other 
reason which he feels to be superficial was that by 
killing Zulfiqar Khan the Sh'ah wanted to reconcile the 
- - 3 
officers of Daqhistan, 
The author of Maaslr-ul Umari says that after 
Zulfiqar Khan's murder his family members faced hard 
— 4 
times as the Shah did not show them any kindness. It 
might be true because none of the family members is found 
1. A.A.A., vol, II, pp,786-87, 
2. Ibid., p,806. 
3. Ibid., p,807; also M,U,, vol. II, pp.86-87. 
4. M.U., vol. II, p,88. 
•n3 
to have been taken in to the royal s e rv i ce ; even Khanlar 
the only known son of Zulf iqar Khan does not f ind any 
mention in the Mam Ara-i Abbasi. Khanlar appears to 
have arr ived in India, as a fug i t ive towards the c lose 
1 
of Jahangir*5reign ( i . e . 1627). This suggests t h a t 
a f t e r h i s f a t h e r ' s death l ^an la r s t i l l remained in Iran 
for about twenty-f ive ye^ r s . The information of the 
Maatsir-ul Umara"* therefore c^n not be ful ly accepted. 
In India Khanlar married the daughter of Sadiq 
Khan, Mir Ba]^shi , b ro ther - in- law and a cousin of Nur 
Jahan ' s bro ther Asaf Khin, He thus es tab l i shed 
m=itrimonial r e l a t i o n s with the most important family 
in the Mughal n o b i l i t y . Subsequently h i s ch i ld ren 
and grand ch i ld ren i l s o married in t h i s and some other 
important I ranian f ami l i e s . Muhammad Ibrahim Asad l(han. 
h i s son, was married to the daughter of Asaf Khan 
whose grand daughter (Sh"iista Khan's daughter) wa'= 
married to Muhammad Is.nail Zulf iqar Kh"n, son of Asad 
4 - - _ 
Khan . T\ daughter of jCianlar ( l a t e r e n t i t l e d Zul f iqar 
1. Liahori, Vol»I ( a ) , p . 73; a l s o M.u. , o p . c i t . 
2 ' Z.Kh. v o l . I I , p .411 ; M.U. I I , p . 8 8 . For A?af Kuan's 
family see I r fan Habib'a a r t i c l e in Med. Ind. Misc 
v o l . I , p p . c l t . pp .74-95. 
3 . MOJ. I I , p . 0 3 ; IVM. P . 3 5 . 
4 . A l ibba ra t , 32 R.Y. 3 O c t o b e r , 1 6 8 8 ; M.A. 1 5 8 ; M.U. I I 
^ 3 ; T.M. 3 1 . 
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Khan Qaraman lu ) was m a r r i e d t o Narndar Khan, son of 
Ja*far Khan and a n o t h e r t o p r i n c e Z a i n u d d i n , a son 
- - 2 
of P r i n c e Shah Shuja ' . A n o t h e r of Asad j < h a n ' s son 
I n a y a t Khan (by Nawal E a i ) was m a r r i e d t o a d a u g h t e r 
of Abul Hasan , t h e r u l e r of H y d e r a b a d , Asad K h a n ' s 
f o u r d a u g h t e r s were r e s p e c t i v e l y m a r r i e d t o A z i z u d d i n 
Bahr'amand Khan; I f t i W i a r Khan M u f a k h i r Khan, son of 
_ - 5 _ _ 
F a k h i r Khan N a j m - i S a n i ; Khuda Banda J2}an, son of 
S h a i s t a khan ; and T a r b i y a t Khin . Asad K h a n ' s two 
g r a n d d - u g h t e r s (by h i s d a u g h t e r and t h e w i f e of 
Bahramand Khan) were m a r r i e d t o Muhammad T a q i Khan t h e 
son of iJarab Khan Hani M u k h t i r , a w e l l r e p u t e d f a m i l y 
of r ' iukht i r Khan S a b z w a r i . The o t h e r g r and d a u g h t e r 
W^F: m a r r i e d t o Mir Muhammed Mahdi e n t i t l e d Mir Khan, 
1* Ka:^im, p . 4 3 9 ; M.A. p . 2 7 ; T ^ . , p . 8 , 
2 . I b i d . . , p . 4 9 3 ; Hj_U. , I I , p . 8 9 . 
3 . ;v^A.. , 3 1 2 - 1 3 ; M^U. 1 ( a ) , 3 2 0 - 2 1 ; T.M. , 7 4 . 
4 . M.A. 4 6 1 ; H^U. I , 4 5 4 - 4 5 7 ; T^M., 1 6 . 
5 . Kaaim, p . 8 5 8 . 
6 . A k h b a r a t , 33 R.Y. 11 J u l y , 1 6 8 9 ; Cf. H^A. , p . 3 7 4 . 
7 . A k h b a r a t , 3 9 t h R.Y. 18 J a n u a r y , 1 6 9 6 , H^ was 
p e r h a p s T a r b i y a t Khan Mir A t l s h , son of D~rab 
Khan, 
8 ' ' l i ^ i . ' p . 2 2 1 ; T.ri. , p . 9 0 . 
4 ] n 
son of famous Amir l^an Mir Miran Yazdi , Thus Asad 
Khan'r- family was well connected with the four 
important I ranian f a a i l i e s of Itimad-ud Daula, Baqir 
Khan Najm Sani , Mukhtar Khan "=abzwari and Mir Miran 
Yizdi on the one hind and with the ru l ing fami l ies of 
2 
r.ughals and Abul Hasan of Hyderabad on the o the r . 
Being such a well connected family the rapid 
r i s e of i t s members under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb 
becomes e a s i e r to expla in . Fur ther , the marriage 
pa t t e rn of the family in the successive generat ions 
shows tha t the Qaramiinlu were qu i t e a d r o i t in l iv ing 
up to t h e i r s t a t u s by e s t ab l i sh ing matrimonial r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h a r i s t o c r a t i c f ami l i e s . Their c l o s e s t l i nks were 
v;ith the house of Itim~d-ud Daula as i t appears from 
the genealogical char t t h a t most of t h e i r ch i ld ren 
were married in t h i s house. Their other knov/n marriages, 
were s t r i c t l y with those few Iranian famil ies which had 
already es tab l i shed such r e l a t i o n s with Itiri"iad-ud Daula, 
I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that they always married t h e i r 
daughters in to I ranian f a m i l i e s . The only exception 
was the daughter (No,14) of Zulf iqar Khan Qaramanlu 
1 . MiA." p . 4 7 3 ; T .M. , p . 6 6 ; M^U. I , p p . 4 5 4 - 4 5 7 . 
2. See Geifelogical Chart in Appendix-A. 
•nc 
(No,12) who was marr ied t o a Muqhal p r i n c e (No,18) , 
1 
and t h i s was a p r a c t i c a l l y fo rced m a r r i a g e . 
Two male members of t h e fami ly were mar r i ed t o 
the 'Taughters of n o n - i r a n i a n f a m i l i e s . Asad Kh?n' s 
son Muhammad Ishaq (No.27) by a Hindu wife Nawal Ba'i 
(No.17) Was marr ied to a d a u g h t e r of Abul Hasan, thp 
Golkunda r u l e r ^nd ano the r son Z u l f i q a r lOian (No.20) 
was married t o Tahira Begum (No.31) daugh te r of a 
Turan i noble Is lam Khan Rumi, 
Af ter h i s a r r i v a l in I n d i a , b u t a f t e r J a h a n g i r ' s 
dpath-, Khanlar appears t o have been appoin ted t o the 
C e n t r a l Command (qaul) a long wi th Asad Khan a g a i n s t 
Shahry'ar, N u r j a h a n ' s c a n d i d a t e fo r the t h r o n e . In 
] 631 in the b a t t l e of Bala g h a t , a g a i n s t Khan Jahan 
Lodi and Nizamul Mulk, Khanlar r endered good s e r v i c e s 
4 
in the l e f t wing of the i m p e r i a l f o r c e s . In 1632 
he was g ran ted the rank of 1000/600 and the n e x t year 
— - - 5 
h i s a n c e s t r a l t i t l e of ^ ^ l ^ i i a ^ I^an , In 1634 he 
1 . Ka'gim, p . 493 ; M.U., I I , 89 , 
2 . T.l^i. , p , 7 2 . 
3 . Lahor i , Vo l . I ( a ) , pp . 7 2 - 7 3 . 
4 . I b i d . , pp . ' '05-406. 
5. Ibid., p.476; Cf. Laiq Ahmad, The Prime Ministers 
of Aurangzeb, Allahabad, 1976, pp. lOO-lOl says 
that the title was given by JahSngir. He has confused 
him with Muhammad Beg who was given the same title 
in 1614. See Tuzuk, pp. 134-135. 
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r e c e i v e d h i s f i r s t i n d e p e n d e n t a p p o i n t m e n t a s Fau i ' d a r 
_ _ 1 
of M i y a n - i Qo-b b e i n g p romoted t o t h e r ank of 1 5 0 0 / 8 0 0 , 
i n c o u r s e of t i m e he l a i d many i m p o r t a n t o f f i c e s l i k e 
D a r o g ] j a - i Toplsbana, Q i l a d a r of Lahore f o r t , f d u j d ' r of 
Mandsor and f i n a l l y a t t a i n e d t h e o f f i c e of g u b ^ d a r of 
B i h a r ^nd t h e r a n k of 3 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 i n t h e 3 0 t h R.Y. of 
_ _ 2 
Sh- 'hjah:in ( i . e . 165 5 ) , L a t e r , when s t r u c k w i t h p a r a l y s i s , 
h e took t o r e t i r e m e n t and s e t t l e d i n P a t n a w h e r e he d i e d 
i n 1660."^ 
His e l d e s t son /iuhammad I b r a h i m e n t i t l e d Asad Khan 
(Asa f -ud Daula J u m l a - u l Mulk) s t a r t e d h i s c a r e e r u n d e r 
S h a h j ^ h a n b e i n g f i r s t a p p o i n t e d as A k h t a b e g i ( M a s t e r of 
h o r s e ) in 1653 w i t h the r a n k of 1 5 0 0 / 6 0 0 . In 165 7 
h e was a p p o i n t e d t o t h e more i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n of 
- 5 
s e c o n d Ba]^];^shi which he r e l i n q u i s h e d i n t h e 1 3 t h R.Y. 
of Aurangzeb (1671) b e i n g f u r t h e r p romoted t o t h e o f f i c e 
of Deputy Djwan . S u b s e q u e n t l y t h e o f f i c e of Mir D-ikhshi 
1 . L a h o r i 1 ( b ) , p . l Q l . 
2 . W a r i s , p p . 34 7 - 4 8 . 
3 . Kazim, 4 3 9 ; M.A. . 2 7 ; MJJ. I I , p p . 8 8 - 8 9 . 
4 . W a r i s , p . 2 0 8 , 2 1 1 . 
5 . S S l i h , v o l . I l l , p . 2 4 4 . 
6 . '-uA. , 1 0 3 . 
7 . I b i d . , p . 1 0 8 . 
nn 
was added t o i t . In 1676 h e was e x a l t e d t o t h e h i g h e s t 
- 1 
p o s t of w a z j r which he h e l d f o r t h e l o n g e s t t e n u r e in 
t h e Mug_hal E m r i r e , r i g h t t o t h e end of A u r a n g z e b ' s r e i g n . 
He a l s o t h e n h e ] d t h e h i g h e s t r a n k a s s i g n a b l e t o a n o b l e , 
2 
name ly , of 7 0 0 0 / 7 0 0 0 . 
MuhaninBd i s r n a i l e n t i t l e d I t i q a d _Khan l a t e r 
Z u l f i q a r l ^ a n , t h e son of Asad Khan, a l s o h e l d s e v e r a l 
p o s t s d u r i n g A u r a n g z e b ' s r e i g n . S t a r t i n g h i s c a r e r r 
_ 3 
a t t h e age of e l e v e n w i t h t h e r a n k of 300 za_t i n 1668, 
Z u l f i q a r Kljan o c c u p i e d t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t c e n t r a l ; o s t 
of Mir i3aj:^shi , and a t t a i n e d t h e h i g h r a n k of 6 0 0 0 / 
5 
6000 t o w a r d s t h e c l o s e of A u r a n g z e b ' s r e i g n . B e s i d e s 
h o l d i n g so many i m p o r t a n t o f f i c e s b o t h Asad _Khan and 
Z . u l f i q a r Khan a r e found t o h a v e b e e n s u c c e s s f u l l y 
engaged i n a number of b a t t l e s . 
1 . :-i. A . , p p . 1 5 2 , 2 8 1 ; h . U . I ( a ) , p . 3 1 1 ; Cf. Mamuri, 
F . 144(b) g i v e s t h e y e a r a s 16 th R.Y. i . e . 1 6 7 3 . 
2 . M ^ . , p . 3 0 2 ; M.U. . V o l . I ( a ) , p . 3 1 2 . 
3 . 1,.A., p . 7 1 ; M.U. I I , 9 3 ; S a t i s h C h a n d r a , I a r t i e s 
and P o l i t i c s a t t h e Mughal C o u r t , (Second e d i t i o n ) 
New D e l h i , 1 9 7 ^ , p . S , makes a s l i p when he g i v e s 
t h e d a t e of h i s f i r s t mangab a s 1660 and t h e d a t e 
of h i s b i r t h a s 1649 ( i l y e a r s ) . The d a t e of h i s 
b i r t h i n 165 7 h a s been s u p p o r t e d w i t h a chronogram^' 
"Ze B u r l Asad r u namud A f t a b " by M a g i r - u l Uaiara, 
o p . c i t . 
4 . M.A. 4 6 1 ; i i s j ; . , I I , 9 6 ; I j J J . , p . 72 ( i n 1 7 0 2 ) . 
5 . J ^ ^ . I I , 9 7 ; IVU. , 72 ( i n 1 7 0 5 ) . 
6. See their respective biographies in M.U. 
41!) 
<• - - 1 
Muhammad Ishaq ent i t led Inayat i^an was another 
son of Asaci Khan by Nawal Bai, the lady being popularly 
known as 'Ran i ' . He was an expert ca l l ig raphis t and for 
_ 2 
a time held the office of the Darogha of jewel house. 
In 1€89 he is known to have been reinstated to his 
3 
previous mangab of 700/150. He was married to a daughter 
_ 4 
of Abul Hasan the ruler of Golkunda . His sons were 
named Muhammad Salih and Mirza Kazim, The former held 
a moderately high mangab and the t i t l e s of I t iqad Khan 
«' - - _ _ _ 5 
and Inayat Khan during the reign of Jahandar Shah . 
in the 29th R.Y. of Shahjah'an (1656) a third son of 
Asad Khan named Darab is noticed for the f i r s t time, 
being granted an inam of Rs.2oOO/- . He was perhaps 
a younger brother of Zulfiqar Khan (their mother being 
Mihr-un Nisa' a daughter of Asaf Khin), Nothing more 
could be traced about him. 
According to the Maagirul Umara, Zulfiqar I'vh a n 
_ 7 
Nusrat Jang was childless (Aulad nadasht) , but 
1. The t i t l e was conferred on him in the 32nd R.Y. of 
Aurangzeb, T.U., p.115. 
2. H^ . , vol . I (a) , pp. 320-21. 
3 . Akhbarat, 3 3 R.Y., 3 0 July & 3 November, 1689. 
4. Mj^. , pp. 312-313; MaWri, f. 185(a); M.U. vol . 1(a), 
pp. 320-321. 
5. M.U. , Vol. I (a), pp. 320-321; T.U. , p . 74. 
6. Warig, p . 313. 
7. MJJ. , Vol. XT, p.105. 
'::^{) 
cur iously enough in 1686 one Yusuf the son of Zulfiqar 
Xhan appears to have been sen t , along with other 
qenera ls , as a speci?il o f f i ce r (sazawali) und<=r 
1 Lutfullah Kl^ an in the campaign of Hyderabad. That 
Sulf iqar Kh=in was not c h i l d l e s s i s fur ther corroborated 
by the account of VJilliarn Nor r i s , an English Ambassador 
v i s i t i n g Aurangzeb's Court towards the close of his 
r e ign . Durina his s tay a t Rrahmapuri (or Islampuri) 
in 1701 William Norr i s ' surgeon, on the request of one 
of Zulfiqar Khan's wives, t r ea ted her ch i ld v/ho was 
only "one of 10 surviving and ye hopes of ye family, 
a l l dyinge of ye same f i t t s t h i s chi ld labours undor". 2 
v'v> may in the end mark the f a c t tha t , a l l in 
a l l , Asad Kh~n's was a very small family with only 
three male members who could a t t a i n rank and power 
in the Mughal n o b i l i t y . Their sons-in-law and grandsons 
in-law have not been taken in to account as members 
of th i s family, because almost a l l of them were r e l a t ed 
or belonged to the grea t house of Itimad-ud Daula. 
1 . Malmuri, f. 1 6 4 ( b ) , 
2. Harihar Das, The Norris Embassy to Aurangzeb (1699-1702). Calcut ta , 1959, p . 264. 
3. See ante Section i ; a l so I r fan Habib's a r t i c l e 
op. c i t . 
^ ' > 1 
An ana lys i s of the appendices showing the careers 
(in tabulated form) of the Qaramanlus in India reveals 
t ha t the two Zulf iqar Khan, one the fa ther of Asad Khan 
and the other h is son, were m i l i t a r y generals by 
v i r t ue of t h e i r profess ion. They are found to have been 
deputed, most of the time, on important m i l i t a r y 
expedit ions or en t rus ted with assignments pe r t a in ing 
to the maintenance of law and order such as gubedar, 
faujdar, Qi ladar , Daroglja-i toplibana, Bakbshi and Qurbegi 
(keeper of a rsenal ) e t c . Asad Khan, on the other hand, 
held mostly adminis t ra t ive off ices l ike Alsbtabegi 
(master of h o r s e ) , 'Ar? VJaqa'i^  Suba 1 a t , Deputy Diwan 
— 1 - _ _ 
and Wazir . As second ba]^]|jshi and Mir bakhshi too he 
i s not found to have accompanied any m i l i t a r y expedi t ion . 
Perhaps an independent command was never given to him 
though f o r t h i s he once expressed h is des i re among h is 
f r i e n d s . "I have never been appointed on outs ide 
expedi t ions , i f per chance appointed people w i l l 
acknowledge my organising capac i ty and admin i s t ra t ive 
e f f o r t s * . This conversation was reported verbatim to 
2 
1 . See Appendix-B. 
In 1674 he was f i r s t sent to Kabul toge ther with 
prince Aktar M.A., pp. 133, 136; then a f t e r about 
tnine years in 1682 he served along with Prince 
"Xgimuddln to check Rathor a c t i v i t i e s in Ajmer, 
M.'A . , 213. 
Muhammad Abdul Wahid ( e d . ) , Ruq^at-i Alamqiri , Luc know, 
1294 AH., l e t t e r No.153, pp. 41-42. This l e t t e r has 
a l so been t r ans l a t ed by J .H. Bil imoria, Ruka ' a t - i 
Alamqiri t r . Delhi, 1972, 147, For a s l i g h t l y d i f f e ren t 
vers ion a l so see M.A., pp. 352-53, 
'I L. Lj 
the Fmperor who accordingly sen t him in 1693 to 
re inforce h is son Zulfiqar Khan in the s iege of 
J i n j i . I t was for the f i r s t time in I70l t h a t he was 
given f u l l command of imperial force besieging Khelna 
and 'i.'as granted the t i t l e of Amir-ul Umara'. From our 
t ab le i t is c l e a r tha t the m i l i t a r y career of ^sad 
Khan s t a r t ed with h i s a r r i v a l in the Deccan in 1684 
(second t ime) , and he i s found to have been continuously 
engaged there t i l l 1702. After t h a t due to h i s old age 
and i l l hea l th he remained in constant at tendance of 
Aurangzeb, 
Zulf iqar iCian Nusrat Jang provides an example 
of a fu l l - t ime mi l i t a ry commander who was, throughout 
h i s l i f e , engaged in campaigning. If Asad Khan was a 
successful c i v i l adminis t ra tor , Zulfiqar Khan was 
equally good on the mi l i t a ry f ron t . His matchless 
genera lship may be judged by the f ac t t ha t in 1705 
during the s iege of wagingera f o r t , a t a time when the 
Mughal Commanders l ike Chin Qulich Khan, Muhammad Amin 
Khan, Tarbiyat Khan e t c . had f a i l e d , Aurangzeb reca l led 
Zulf iqar l^an from Burhanpur, wr i t ing to him with h i s 
own hands to take the command of the imperial army. 
_ — _ 2 
Zulf iqar Khan u l t imate ly captured the f o r t . 
1 . M.A., p . 4 5 0 . 
2 . M.A., p p . 5 0 2 - 5 0 5 ; M.U., I I , p p . 9 6 - 9 7 , 
Our ta l ' l e s a lso reveal t h a t the family of 
Asad Khan enjoyed considerable power throughout the 
re igns of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb as some of the very 
important and conf ident ia l posts were held by the 
menibpTs of the family. Rankwise too, they enjoyed a 
high pos i t ion e spec ia l ly under Aurangzeb. Asad j^Jian 
held the rank of 7000/7000 and t i t l e s l i ke Amir-ul 
Umara', Jumdat-ul Mulk, Fiadar-ul Muhlml while h i s son 
Zulf iqar T(h.an those of Nu?rat Jang and Bahadur and 
held the rank of &OOO/60OO. The l a t t e r was a l so 
_ - - 1 
granted the most d igni f ied ins ign ia of Mahi Ha ra t i b . 
Last ly , i t may be noted here t ha t not wii-hstan-
2 ding t h e i r doubtless loay l ty and s i n c e r i t y to the 
1. Ruqat-i Alamgirj, op, c i t . , Ruga no. 16, p .7 ; 
a lso see I s a r Das N^gar, Fu tuh§t - i "^Alamqirl, 
(herenf ter Futuhat ) . B.M.~MS. Add, 23884, f. 160 
^Cf, Tasneem Ahmad, Ishwar Das Nagar's Fu tuha t - i 
Alamgirj, (Eng, t r . ) , Delhi , 1978, p .269. 
For Mahi-o Maratib, see William I rv ine , The -.rmy 
of the Indian Mpghuls, D°lhi , 19 62, p,337~ 
2. Manucci wr i tes t h a t a f t e r h is accession to the 
throne Aurangzeb wrote to Shahjahan asking for a 
g i f t of the jewels under h is possess ion. But 
Shahjahan, in place of the required jewels , sent 
him the loyal Asad Kh^n, a person whom he s t rongly 
recommended, declar ing t h a t he might be more 
safely t r su t ed than any other l iv ing be ing . Sr^ e 
S tor ia Do Hogor, (1653-1708), Vol. I I , pp. 20-21; 
a l so Vol. IV, p . 241 for Asad Khan's rep ly to 
Prince Kam Bakhsh for not handing over the imperial 
t r easures as long as the Emperor w=is a l i v e , in 
h i s l a s t w i l l Aurangzeb mentioned tha t "There i s 
not , nor w i l l there (ever) be any wazlr b e t t e r than 
Asad Lhan", the l e t t e r has been quoted by J.N-Serkar 
in History of Aurangzeb, v o l . V, p.262. In h i s 
l e t t e r s to '^sad i<han and Zulf iqar Khan, Aurangzeb 
always addressed them by using the phrase 'My 
Sincere and_devoted ( s e r v a n t ) ' . See r e l evan t l e t t e r s 
in Rugat-i Alamgiri, op. c i t . 
r^^t 
empire sometimes they appear to have become the target 
of Aurangzeb's displeasure. Moreover, Asad I2:ian seems 
to have misused his position of wazir and benefitted by 
his close association with the Emperor. In 1679 Asad 
Khan appears to have been promised a bribe of Rs.20,000 
by the English Factors for procuring a custom free 
farman from the Emperor. But the latter refused saying 
3 
that he could not grant it even for 22 lacs of rupees. 
However, there are a number of parwanas issued by the 
grand wazir Asad Khan proclaiming and ensuring the desired 
4 
concessions to the English merchants from time to time. 
1. inuring the siege of Jinji Asad Khan was ordered to 
hasten to Zulfiqar Wian's help. As he delayed in 
going the Emperor remarked 'It is easy to make a 
boast but it is quite different to make it true, 
and also read the verse 'Eton't boast any more of 
yourself (being a Turk) because your Turkship has 
ended' Rugat-i^1amglrl, op.cit., pp. 41-42* See 
also M.A., 352-53. In 1705 after the conquest of 
Wakinkhera Zulfiqar Khan was not given due rewards 
on account of some reasons. M.U., II, 97. 
2. He enjoyed the privilege of visiting the Emperor 
in Gulalbar (enclosure) riding on his palki which 
was forbidden to all the nobles_and Princes except 
those who had been granted paXkls by the Emperor. 
Multafat 10)§n, another intimate servant, was also 
allowed. See M.A., 354. 
3, R.C. Temple (ed.) The Diaries of Streyansham Master 
1675-1680, vol, II, London, 1911, p.292 (hereafter 
see Master). 
4, Farmans, Nishins and Parwanas, op#cit., pp.48, 49, 
58"^  59. These Parwanas belonged to the 21st and 
2 3rd R.Y. of Aurangzeb. 
't C 'i 
William Norris writes "In dealing with officials at the 
Mughal Court-as, indeed, at any other court in the 
world-there was the problem of appeasing the underlings, 
who always took undue advantage of their priviledged 
position. It was equally impossible to determine whether 
they had been genuinely commissioned by their superiors 
to do a certain thing, and how far they represented 
affairs to their masters as they really were". Elsewhere 
he criticises the great nobles like deputy wazir Arshad 
Khan, second bakhshi Ruhullah IQian, and Mir Bakhshl 
- 2 
Bahramand lOrtan for their illegal exactions but never, 
however, complains against Asad I^ ian and Zulfiqar Khan 
with whom he was on friendly terms and the two had been 
instrumental in procuring and sending for him dastaks 
3 
to Masulipatnam and Surat, 
1. The Norris Embassy to Auranqzeb, op.cit., 2 71, 
2. Ibid,, pp.276-77. 
3. Ibid,, pp.275-276. 
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RoferencGS to the Genealogical Qiart 
: indicates 
+ 
d/o 
• F a t h e r of 
' B r o t h e r / S i s t e r o f 
' Husband/ .Vife of 
•Grandson o f 
' S o n - i n - l a w o f ' 
' d a u g h t e r o f ' 
Numbers p r e f a c i n g t h e names 
of p e r s o n s i n t h e C h a r t 
1:2 
2 : 3 , 4 , 5, 6 
3+4, 5 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 
3 : 1 0 , 1 1 
4 + 5 , 6 
5 :12 
12=d /o Sadiq . ^ a n 
1 2 : 1 3 
1 2 : 1 4 , 1 4 = 1 8 
1 2 : 1 5 , 1 5 + 1 3 , 15=19:28 
19^^12 
13=16, 13fi Asaf Khan 
13=17, 1 3 : 2 7 * 
S o u r c e s 
1 3 : 2 7 , 2 7 : 2 9 , 2 9 + 3 0 
27=d /o Abul Hasan of 
H y d e r a b a d 
1 3 : 2 0 
1 3 : 2 1 
13 :22 (22 d i e d i n c h i l d h o o d ) K a z i m , 757-58 
A .A .A . , I , 112 
A . A . A . , I , 443 
A_^A^A., I I , 7 5 2 . 
I b i d . 
I b i d . I , 442 , 4 4 9 , 52 , 542 , 575, 
588 
M.U. I I , 85 
Z .Kh . I I , 4 1 1 ; MOJ. I I , 8 8 . 
S a d i q iCjan, f . 8 9 ( b ) : Kazim, 4 3 9 ; 
M.U>.I, 310 ; T.M. 3 5 , 7 4 . " 
Kazim, 4 9 3 ; MJJ. I I , 89 
T.M. 8 
KSgim, 4 3 9 ; M.A. 27 
M.U. I I , 9 3 ; T .M. , 35 
Afejbbarat, 25 R.Y. 10 S e p t . 1 6 8 1 ; 
Mafmuri, f . l 8 5 ( a ) M.A., 312; 
M.U. 1 ( a ) 3 2 0 - 2 1 . 
T.M. 74 ; M.U. 1 ( a ) , 3 2 0 - 3 2 1 . 
A ^ b b a r a t , 32 R . Y . , 4 O c t . 1 6 8 8 ; 
Ma'muri, f . l 8 5 ( a ) ; M ^ . , 3 1 2 - 3 1 3 . 
M.U. I (a) 3 2 0 - 2 1 ; I\J^1. 7 2 . 
Wari,§, 313 
1 3 : 2 3 , 23 = 32, 32^£13 
1 3 : 2 4 , 2 4 = 3 3 
1 3 : 2 5 , 2 5 = 3 4 
1 3 : 2 6 , 2 6 = 3 5 
<iO=d/o S h a i s t a K^an 
2 0 ^ S h a i s t a I^ian/ 2 0TAsaf 
Khan 
20=31 
2 0 : 3 6 
3 2 : 3 7 , 3 8 
37=39 :41^/£32&23 
38=40 
M . A . , 4 6 1 ; M . U . I , 4 5 4 - 5 7 ; T . M . 1 6 . 
Akbb i i r a t , 33 R . Y . , 11 J u l y , 1689 ; 
M.A., 3 7 4 . 
Akhbarat, 39 R.Y.,18 January,1696; 
T.M., 22. 
K55im, 858; Akhbarat, 4 R.Y,1662. 
Akhbarat, 32 R.Y. 3 Oct., 1688; 
M.A. 158; M.U. II, 93. 
T.M.31. 
T.M.72. 
Ma^uri, f. 164(b) 
M.U>. I, 454-457. 
Ibid.; T.M., 90. 
Ibid.; Ibid.. 66T M.A. 47-^  
APPENDIX-B 
t4?>LMgABS AND APPOINTMENTS HELD 
BY ASAD I R A N ' S FAMILY 
(A) UNDER SHAHJAHAN 
1 . j O j a n l a r , ^ u l f i q l r I ^ a n 
0 
S.N. 
1 . 
2 . 
Year 
1627 
1631 
Rank T i t l e A p p o i n t m e n t S o u r c e 
In t h e c e n t r a l 
command wi th 
A?af Khan i n 
t h e b a t t l e 
a g a i n s t 
S h a h r y a r . 
I n t h e l e f t 
wing command 
of t h e i m p e r i a l 
army i n t h e 
Deccan . 
L a h o r i I 
(a) 7 3 . 
L a h o r i I ( a ) , 
4 06 ; Z.Kh. 
I I , 4 1 1 ; 
T.U. 7 1 . 
3. 1632 1000 /600 Lahori I (a) , 
432. 
4. 1633 
5, 1634 1500/800 
6 . 1638 
Z u l f i q a r 
Kban 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
1639 
1640 
1642 
1644 
2000/800 
2000/1200 
2000/1500 
(500x2-3h) 
F a u j d a r of 
M i y a n - i Doab 
Bal^hshi of 
D a r a ' s c o n t i n -
g e n t i n t h e 
Qandahar 
e x p e d i t i o n . 
D a r o g j j a - i 
Toplsbana 
Qiladar of 
Lahore fort 
Faujdar of 
Mandsor 
Tuyuldar of 
Pargafta 
Bhojpur (Bihar) 
L a h o r i I ( a ) , 
4 7 6 . 
L a h o r i I ( b ) , 
1 0 1 ; IMJ. 7 1 . 
L a h o r i , I I , 
1 4 0 - 1 4 1 ; 
S a d i q lOjan, 
f f . 5 0 ( a ) -
S l ( a ) 
L a h o r i , I I 
154 . 
L a h o r i , I I , 
198 , 2 2 3 ; 
T . U . , 7 1 . 
L a h o r i I I , 
306 ; I M J . , 71 
L a h o r i I I , 
380 ; T .U. 7 1 . 
•^ .31 
11. 1653 3000/2000 V7aris, 208, 296. 
12. 1656 3000/3000 Subedar of vJaris, 347-348; 
Bihar T.U. 71. 
2 . Mutiammad I b r a h i m ^ A s a d iOian 
(A) UIxlDER SHAHJAHAN 
1 . 1 6 5 1 1 0 0 0 s a t I V O . / 196 
2 . 1 6 5 3 1 5 0 0 / 6 0 0 A s a d l < h a n A l s h t a b e q i W a r i s , 2 0 8 , 2 1 1 , 
2 37;"'sadiq J^Sn 
f.8 9 (b); T.U. 
196. 
3. 1655 2000/600 *'Arz Waqa'i" Waris, 289,296, 
Subajat T.U.,' 196. 
4 . 1 6 5 7 -5000 /800 W a r i s , 3 6 1 . 
5 . 1658 3 e c o n d _ o a l i h . I I I , 
B a l ^ s h i 2 4 4 ; ' Cf . T . U . , 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
1658 
1659 
1663 
1664 
1670 
1671 
3000/1500 
3500/2500 
4000/2500 
4000/3800 
Dy. 
Mir 
Dy. 
Div;an 
Ba]si>shl 
Diwin 
196 , 
(3) UND.'ZR AURANGZEB 
S e c o n d _ Kagim, 1 1 9 , 
B a M j s h i (H) 1 5 7 ; T . U . 1 9 6 . 
Kag im, 3 9 5 -
9 6 . 
K a z i m , 7 6 2 . 
Kaz im, 84 3 . 
M . A . , 1 0 3 . 
M . A . , 1 0 8 ; 
M.U. 1 ( a ) , 3 1 1 
1 2 . 1 6 7 3 y . i i  M.A . , 1 2 5 - 2 6 , 
( R e s i g n e d ) 
1 3 . 1 6 7 3 S e n t t o K a b u l M . A . , 1 3 3 , 1 3 6 . 
a l o n g w i t h 
P r i n c e A k b a r 
t o s u p p r e s s 
t h e A f g h a n s . 
14. 1676 
15. 1677 
VJazlr 
16. 1681-82 
17. 16H4 
18. 1687 
19. 1688 7000/700U 
20. 1690 
21. 1692-93 
M.U. 1(a), 
311; T.U.196. 
Deputed in the M.A., 161; 
Deccan. 
Deputed with 
Prince Azim-
uddin to 
check Rathor 
activities. 
Visited 
Aurangzeb 
at 
Ahmadnagar 
Granted 
Masnad-i 
Wizarat 
In the 
conquest of 
Nandial fort 
M^muri, f.l4 9 
(b); M ^ . I 
(a) 312. 
rl. A. ,213; 
Futubat, ff. 
83(b) 84(a). 
H.A., 241; 
M.U. I, (a) 
312. 
M.A., 281; 
K.U. 1(a), 
312. 
K.A., 30 2; 
M.U. I(a),312 
M.A., 354. 
In the siege M.A., 354-59, 
of V>/akankhera 
etc. 
22. 1693 
23. 1098 7000/7000 
24. 1699 
25. 1701 
In the siege 
of Jinji 
fort. 
Appointed at 
Brahmapuri 
(Islampuri) 
to guard 
imperial 
harem. 
M.A. 3 5 6 . 
M . A . , 3 9 1 - 9 2 . 
M.A . , 40 8 ; 
M.U. 1 ( a ) , 3 1 4 , 
A m i r - u l Commanded M . A . , 44 5 , 4 5 0 ; 
U m a r a ' M u g h a l t r o o p s T . U . , 1 9 6 . 
b e s i e g i n g t h e 
f o r t o f K h e l n a . 
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3 . r4uhamrnad I s m a i l Z u l f i q a r fl&an 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
1668 300/?at 
1673-74 
1677 
1679 
Itlqad 
Khan 
Appointed in 
Kabul. 
BakhshI of 
M.A., 
T.U., 
M.A., 
M.A., 
71. 
71. 
158. 
176. 
Ahdis 
5. 1681-82 1500/300 Appointed in K.A.,213;214-
Ajmer;defeated 15; A)^barat, 
Rathors in , 25th R.Y. 
Merta. December,1681; 
M.U., 11,93-94; 
T.U., 72. 
6. 1684 Sent towards M.A., 24 3. 
Zafarabad 
(Bidar) with 
a strong force. 
7. 1684 2000/400 Qurbeqi, n.A., 250-51; 
conquered T.U., 72. 
chanda. 
8 . 1684-85 Sen t t o w a r d s M . A . , ^ 5 2 , 259 . 
S a n g a m n i r , 
and B i d a r . 
9 . 1685 T h a n e d a r of M^. 2 6 6 . 
I n d i 
10. 1686 Punished ^li^., 283. 
Marathas near 
MangaIbeda. 
1 1 . 168 7 Daroqjiia-i M.A., 2 9 7 ; 
Qtiusal I ^ a n a . M.U.', I I , 9 4 . 
1 2 . 1688 S e n t t o c o n q u e r F u t u ^ a t , 
B a n g a l o r e f f . 1 2 7 ( b ) -
f o r t 131 (a) . . 
1 3 . 1689 3000 /2000 Z u l f i q a r Sen t t o c o n q u e r A k h b a r a t , 3 3 RY., 
Khan t h e f o r t of 4 N o V -3 mb e r , 1589; 
R a h e r i . JNUA. 3 3 1 , 332; 
M.U., I I , 9 4 . 
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14. 1691 4000/2500 Conquered the M.A. 345; 
fort of Nirmal i.. j. ii, 04 
(Trinomali). 
15. 1692-93 4000/3000 
16. 1694 5000/3000 
17. 1695 5000/4000 
18. 1698 
19. 1699 
20. 1700 
21. 1702 
22. 1703 
23. 1705 
24. 1706 
Appointed to 
Conquer fort 
of Jinji. 
Nusratjang 
5000/5000 
6000/6000 
M.A.,351,352-
53, 354-59, 
M.U. 11,^4. 
M.A., 369. 
M.A., 374; 
M.U., II, 95. 
Conquered fort M.A., 39 2; 
of jinji 
(renamed 
Nusratgarh 
after his 
name) . 
Daroqi ja - i -
J i l a u 
(A.C.) 
M.U. I I , 9 5 - 9 6 . 
M.A., 4 0 6 . 
Sent towards M.A., 430 , 432 , 
Parnala under Ma'muri, f. 197 (a) 
P r i n c e Bedar 
Bajitjt, c r u s h e d 
Dhanna Jadav. 
Mir Bajsbshi 
Sent towards 
BurhSnpur t o 
pun i sh 
Marathas . 
Deputed i n 
t h e s i e g e of 
Wakankhera 
f o r t . 
M.A., 4 6 1 ; 
M _ ^ . , I I , 96 , 9 7 . 
M.A., 4 7 0 . 
M.A., 5 0 2 - 5 0 ^ ; 
Ma?nuri, f . 2 0 5 (b) , 
M_.ll. , 1 1 , 9 6 - 9 7 ; 
T ' . U . , 7 2 . 
Sent towards M.A., 5 1 1 , 5 1 2 ; 
Aurangabad t o M.U., I I , 97 . 
p u n i i h 
Marathas; 
r e c a p t u r e d 
Kondana 
(Balsijshanda 
B a k h s h ) . 
' 3 r > 
(c) FAMILY OF RUI4ULIAH I^AN 
Thp f a - i i l v of P u h u l l a h Khan - t h e K i r Bakhsh I 
of Aurangzei : - wns an i m p o r t a n t I r a n i a n f a m i l y some 
of v/hosG members came t o I n d i a i n 1606 i n a v e r y 
1 - -
d e s t i t u t e c o n d i t i o n . His g r a n d f a t h e r Mir K h ^ l i l u l l - 3 h 
Ya^dj t h e son of Mir Miran of Yazd was a d e s c e n d a n t of 
S a i y i d Nurudflin Shnh N i ' a m a t u l l a h Wal i v/hose d e s c e n t 
- _ , - _ 2 
was t m c o d t o Imam Musa Kazim ( t h e 7 t h Imam) , Be fo re 
t h e i r a i i q r a t i o n t o I n d i a t h e a n c e s t o r s of R u h u l l a h Khan 
had s e r v e d u n d e r t h e . 'Jafavid r u l e r s of I r a n s i n c e Shah 
I s . n a i l S a f a v i ' s t i m e . They had h e l d i m p o r t a n t o f f i c e s 
and some of th'-^ ^m had e a r n e d t h e t i t l e of M u r t a g a - i 
mamalik-: ' I s l a m ( t h e c h o s e n of t h e r e a l m s of I s l am) . ' 
The fa i : i ly a l s o had t h e p r i v i l e g e of marr iaqr^ a l J i a n c e s 
w i t h t h e S a f a v i d f a m i l y a s i t a p p e a r s from t h e g e n e a l o -1 . Tuzuk, p p . 6 2 - 6 3 ; M . U . , 1 1 1 , p . 3 4 1 . 
2 . M . U . , 1 1 1 , p . 3 3 5 . 
3 . A d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t _ o f the_^fami ly h a s b e e n g i v e n i n 
t h e b i o g r a p h y of Mir K h a l i l u l l a h Yazd i i n i-;.U. , I I I , 
p p . 3 3 5 - 3 4 2 . 
4 . Sh^ah K i a m a t u l l a h I I and h i s son Mir M i r a n I had 
t h i s t i t l e . See A . A . A . , I , p p . 1 3 2 , 2 2 8 ; M . U . , 1 1 1 , 
p . 3 3 9 . I t may a l s o be p o i n t e d o u t t h a t Tn A.A.A. 
members of t h i s f a m i l y h a v e b e e n m e n t i o n e d w i t h 
th^^ p r e f i x ' S h a h ' ( v i z . Shah Ni 'a r r .a tu l lah , s h a h 
j < h ~ ^ l i l u l l a h e t c . ) , w h i l e i n t h e Mughal c h r o n i c l e s 
p r e f i x ' M i r ' ha s been i n v a r i a b l y used t o t h e i r 
names , wh ich I have f o l l o w e d h e r e . 
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gic^l c h a r t s appended t o t h i s c h a p t e r . In the t e x t 
below the numbers w i t h i n braclce ts a f t e r each name 
rp'fer to t h e s e r i a l numbers g iven in t h e c h a r t s . Mir 
K h a l i l u l l a h I ' s (No,6) g r a n d f a t h e r Sa iy id Na'imuddin 
Shah Niamatu l l ah I I (No.2) , mar r ied I2?anish Eegum, 
a s i s t e r of Shah Tahmasp S a f a v i , whose daugh t e r (N^.4) 
(probably P a r i Pa ika r Khanum of M.U., I I I ^ p . 3 3 9 ) v;as 
married t o I sma i l Mirza ( l a t e r Shah I sma i l I I ) the 
son of Sh"ah Tahmasp in 1554-55 . Mir Niamatu l lah I I I 
(No.5) and h i s younger b r o t h e r Mir K h a l i l u l l a h Yazdi 
I (No. 6) the sons of Amir Ghyasuddin Mir Miran I (No.3) 
were a l s o marr ied t o Safavid p r i n c e s s e s . The former 
marr ied Khanish I^anam, a d a u g h t e r of Shah Tahmasp 
and the l a t t e r marr ied Shah I s m a i l I I ' s d a u g h t e r S u l t a n 
3 - _ 4 
Begum (No.8) . Af ter l ^ a n i s h J<hanam's dea th in 1590-91 , 
du r ing the r e i g n of Shah Abbas I , Mir Niamatu l l ah marr ied 
1 . A . A . A . , I , p . 1 3 2 ; Tuzuk, p p . 6 2 , 150; Cf. M J J . , 1 1 1 , 
p .339 mentions h e r name as ^banish Khanam. 
2 . ?\.A.A., I , p . 1 3 2 ; Tuzuk, p . 6 2 ; Cf. M.jJ. I l l , p . 3 3 9 
mentions a daugh te r of Mir Niamatul lah I as P a r i p a i k a r 
( f a i r y - f a c e d ) Khanam who_was perhaps the same 
daugh te r marr ied t o Isma'i l Mi rza . 
3 . A .A.A. I , p p . 1 3 6 , 2 2 8 ; Tuzuk, p . 6 2 , 1 5 0 ; M . U . . I l l , p . 3 3 9 . 
4 . I b i d , p . 1 3 6 , v o l . I I , p . 4 3 1 . 
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r-inot-hor dnnqht'^r of Sh~h Tahmasp, Khadija S u l t a n Bequm, 
the v-ido>-.' of Ja t'shrd Khan , who was governor (•i.^ .l.i^ ) of 
2 - -
Eih-par. ( in Gi lan) . 
Thr> Ma^agir-ul Umara^ t e l l s us t h a t Shah Niamat-uDlah 
I I ' s ( :"o.2), f a t h e r Mir Nizamuddin And ( K o . l ) , v.'as Sadr 
of 3h"?h I sma i l Safavi and a f t e r w a r d s when the v a k i l of thr 
S t a t e , Amir : :ajm-i Sani v;as k i l l e d a t Ghajdiwan the 'lir 
3 
v;a5- appoin ted the roya l v a k i l . During the r e i g n of Shah 
Tahmas'o, Ghyasuddin Muhammad Mir Miran I (No. 3) he ld 
charge of the e n t i r e Suyurgl ials ( S a h i b - i S u y u r g K a l a t - i 
Ku l l i ) and he ld some very impor t an t o f f i c e (masnad-i 
*azmat-o-lgba 1) in yazd. The t o t a l income from the p rope r ty S/ 
1 . A.A.A., p . 1 3 5 . For jamshed Khan's murder see A . \ . A . 
I , pp.2 65 -66 , 
2 . Bih-pesh and Bih-pas were the two c i t i e s (Ulka) 
in G i l a n . Sne A.A.A., I , p . 2 6 5 . 
;•!. U. , I I I , pp.3 ' ln- ' l l wrongly mentions Shahr Banc 
Brnum, a n o t h e r wife of Mir Miamatul lah, as having 
diod in tl)e 4th R.Y. of Sh~h "Abbas I in I s f a h a n ; t h i s 
jr. because of confusion wi th Khanish Begum who di^d 
t h a t y e a r . S'^ e^ A. A. A., I I , p , 4 3 1 , Shahr Bano Begum 
was a younger s i s t e r of I ^ a d i j a h Begum and was married 
t o Salman Khan, son of Shah ^ l i Mirza I s t a j l u 
du r ing the r e i g n of Khuda Banda, See A ^ ^ . , T, 
pp .136 , 260, 280. " 
3« '±tU.-' m * PP' 338-39. 
4 . Besides h o l d i n g the a n c e s t r a l t i t l e of Mur t a?a - i 
Mamalik-i I s lam, he v;as a l s o honoured t o be s t y l e d 
( lagab) as Arjumand B i r a d a r i ( the r e v e r e d b r o t h e r ) 
See A.A.A. , I , p . 228. 
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p e r q u i s i t e s of the family ( h a g i l - i iffllak v/a i d r a r a t - i 
musallamiyat-i an s i l s i l a h ) amounted to 5000 tumans, 
During Shah Abbas I ' s re ign , Mir j d i a l i l u l l a h Yazdi i 
(No,6) the son of Mir Miran Yazdi i (No.3) and the qrea t 
grand fa ther of Ruhullah Khan I (No.38) was granted 
2 
charge of Yazd by the Shah in 1590-91. Subsequently, 
Mir lOjal i lul lah Yazdi i was censured by the Shah for 
c e r t a i n reasons and he l o s t h i s property as a r e s u l t . 
Frorr. fear of his l i f e he f led with h is two sons Mir 
Miran I I (No,9) and Mir .?ahiruddin (No. 10) to India and 
waited upon Jahangir a t Lahore in 1606. He was graciously 
received by the Emperor and besides a cash av/ard of 
Rs.12,000/--, was granted the rank of 1000/2 00, together 
- - 3 
with a J a g i r . In 1608, he f e l l i l l a f t e r over-ea t ing 
mangoes and died of severe diarrhoea a t Agra. During 
t h i s shor t a s soc ia t ion of about two years with Jahangir 
Mir lOjsl i lul lah I had a t t a ined so much repu ta t ion in 
the court and closeness to the emperor t h a t the l a t t e r 
was qu i te grieved on h is dea th ; and whatever he l e f t 
behind in cash and kind was allowed to be sen t to h i s 
— - 4 -
ch i ldren in Iran ( v i l a y a t ) . His two grandsons - Mir 
1 . A . A . A . , I , p . 1 4 5 . 
2 . I b i d . , I I , p . 4 3 1 ; M.U. , I I I , p . 3 4 1 . 
3 . Tvizuk. p , 6 3 ; M.U. , I I I , 3 4 1 . 
4 . I b i d , p p . 6 9 , 1 5 0 . 
^3» 
Abdul HadI (No.13) and K h a l i l u l l a h ^ a n I I (No.14) the 
sons of r'.ir Miran Yazdi i l (No .9) , from h i s I r a n i a n 
w i f e , had remained in I ran o u account of t h e i r t ender 
a g e . J ah~ng i r in a l e t t e r t o Shah Abbas asked t h a t they 
be allowed t o come t o I n d i a , 
Af te r Mir K h a l i l u l l a h ' s d e a t h , h i s two sons 
Mir Miran I I (No.9) and Mir Zahi ruddin (No.lO) r e c e i v e d 
h igh f a v o u r s . They were r e s p e c t i v e l y taken i n t o s e r v i c e 
in the lOth and 17th R.Y. and each one of them was 
i n i t - i a l l y g r a n t e d the rank of 1000/400, Mir g a h i r u d d i n , 
3 
who jo ined the s e r v i c e in 162 2 could n o t make p r o g r e s s 
and having r e s i g n e d from the s e r v i c e went i n t o r e t i r e -
4 — -
ment , In 1632 Shahjahan g r a n t e d him an annua l a l lowance 
5 - - -
of R s . 1 8 , 0 0 0 / - . Mir Miran I , however, was appo in t ed 
f i r s t as faui 'dar of Mewat in 1619 and then gubedar of 
1. M.U., I I I , p . 3 4 1 - 4 2 . The l e t t e r was s e n t by J^an 
'Alam Mirza Barkhurdar who went on an embassy t o 
I ran in 1613 and a f t e r a long s t a y came back to India 
in 16^0. See M . U . , i , pp . 732-36 in the b iog raphy of 
Khan Alam; a l s o the b iography of Mir ^bdu l Hadl , 
A s a l a t IChan M.U. i , p p , 1 6 7 - 1 7 2 . The'Alam Ara l 'ALblsi , 
however, does no t r e f e r t o the l e t t e r and the 
c h i l d r e n . See A.A.A. I l l , 9 3 9 , 9 5 1 . For the l e t t e r 
s e n t wi th lOian 'Alam7 see R i a z u l Is lam ; I n d o - P e r s i a n 
R e l a t i o n s , Karach i , 1970, p . 74 n . 
2 . Tuzuk, p . 1 5 0 , 3 4 7 . 
3 . I b i d , , p . 3 4 6 , 
4 . M ^ . , I l l , p , 3 4 2 . 
5 . Lahorl 1 ( a ) , p,4327 M.U. I l l , p . 3 4 2 . 
6 . Tuzuk, p , 3 1 0 . 
4 't (J 
1 
D e l h i in 1 6 2 0 . H i s r a n k was a l s o s u c c e s s i v e l y 
2 3 
raK-^ed t o 2 5 0 0 / 1 4 0 0 m 1622 , i n which y e a r he d i e d . 
A f t e r i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n I n d i a t h e f a -n i ly 
of "'.ir K i r a n Yazd i I I s u c c e e d e d i n c o n t r a c t i n g rna t r imo-
n i - i l r e l n t i o n ? w i t h i m p o r t a n t I r a n i a n f a m i l i e s . I t 
may be n o t e d t h a t o n l y t h e male members of t h i s f a m i l y 
m a r r i e d i n t h e f a m i l y of I ' t imad-ud D a u l a . Mir Mi ran 
I I h i m s e l f m a r r i e d S a l i h a Bano Begum ( N o . l l ) a d a u g h t e r 
of ' .af :_han , h i s son K h a l i l u l l a h lOian I I ( T o . 1 4 ) m a r r i e d 
Hamida Eano Begum ( N o . 1 7 ) , a d a u g h t e r of M i r z a S a f i 
3 a i f jChan , t h e s o n - i n - l a w of Asaf I^ian and a g r e a t 
g r a n d s o n of Aqa Mulla D a w a t d a r of Qazwin , R u h u l l a h l^ian 
- 7 I ( i :o ,38) m a r r i e d a d a u g h t e r (No,41) of S h a i s t a Khan , 
and a g r a n d s o n of K h a l i l u l l a h Khan I I . Mir jOian ( : io .42) 
t h e e l d e s t son of A.'t.ir lOhiin Mir Miran I I I ( N o . 3 6 ) m a r r i e d 
a d a u g h t e r (No.57) of A z i z u d d i n Bahramand Khan, t h e 
g r a n d s o n of ^ a d i q Khan Mir B a k h s h i , ® 
1 . Tuzuk, p , 3 2 4 . 
2 . I b i d . , p . 3 4 4 . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 3 5 2 . 
4 . M.U. I l l , p p . 3 4 1 - 4 2 . 
^« i k i l * 1(1^) ' P . 7 7 5 . 
6 . I r f a n H a b i b ' s a r t i c l e o p . c i t . G e n e a l o g i c a l C h a r t 'i ' 
P . 8 4 . 
7 . Kazim, p . 4 7 7 ; y..U. I I , p . 3 0 9 , 7 0 6 . 
8 . ^ \ A . , p . 4 7 3 ; M.._U. 1 ( a ) , p . 2 8 6 , 4 5 4 ; I I , p . 7 2 9 . 
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Among other Iranian families with which the 
family of Mir Miran Yazdi II entered into marriage 
alliances were those of the Safavi Mirzas of Qandahar, 
< - _ - _ - < 1 -
A l i Mardan Khan Zig , and Mirza Badi of Hashhad, Mir 
N i W t u l l a h (No.12) , the son of Mir Zahi ruddin (Ko.lO) 
_ — .. - 2 
marr ied the daugh te r of Mirza Murad Kam S a f a v i , Shahzada 
Begum (No.16) , the daugh te r of Mir Miran Yazdi l i , was 
marr ied t o Mirza Saf Shikan Khan (No,18) , t h e son of 
- - 3 
Mirza Hasan S a f a v i , and a d a u g h t e r (No. 37) of J<hal i lu l lah 
Igian I I (No.14) was marr ied t o Sa i fudd in S a f a v i Kamyab 
- «_ - 4 
^ a n (No.22) the son of Mirza Saf Shikan j<han (No,18) . 
Amir i0ian Mir Miran I I I (No.36) marr ied j a n Nawaz Begum 
a l i a s S a h i b j i (No.40) , the daugh t e r of A l l Mardan Khan 
Amir-ul Umara ; and Kabul ! Begum (No.66) a daugh t e r of 
Ruhullah Khan I (No,38) was mar r ied t o Mir Muhammad <^ T . - f Aqidat Mjan (No.72), son of Mirza Badi of Mashhad . 
Hadiya Begum (No.69), another daughter of Ruhullah 1^1n I 
1. He was one of the principal Saiyids of Mashhad. His 
ancestors had been the guardians of the shrine of 
the Imam ^ li ibn Musa (the 8th Imam). See M.U.,I, 
pp. 222-25. ~* 
2. Lahori, II, p,374; Wari§, p,l47, 
3. Ibid., p,485; Ibid, p,36; M.U. Ill, 478-479. 
4. Kazim, p. 663; M^. Ill, 4 79, 
5. Mamuri, f.l92(a); M^. I (a) 284; T.M. II, 9. 
6. M^. , 1(a), 225; Cf. T.M. II, 62 mentions Mariyam 
Begum whose daughter Panna Begum (No.78) was 
married to Sarbuland J^an (No.74). 
,^/ 1 
•^/4 
was marr ied t o Mir Muhammad Rafi Sarbuland ?3nan 
-1 
(No.74) the son of Mir Afzal Muqtadavi I^an of Tun. 
Some women from t h i s fami ly were a l s o t aken 
i n t o mar r iage by I'lughal p r i n c e s i n the r e i g n of Aurangzeb, 
Aisha Begum (No.67) , a r taughter of Ruhullah Khan I , was 
marr ied t o P r i n c e Muhamnrid Azim (No.73), t he son of 
P r ince Sh"ah Alam. S i m i l a r l y , a daugh te r (No.56) of 
Amir Ktian Mir Miran I I I was mar r i ed t o P r i n c e *T2zuddln 
(No.61) the son of Pr ince Mu*izuddin towards the c l o s e 
3 
of Aurangzeb 's r e i g n . 
Re tu rn ing t o the p o s i t i o n of the members of 
Ruhullah Khan 's family as mansabdars a r e i g n - w i s e 
t a b u l a t i o n i s o f f e red in Appendix-B, which shows the 
mansabs he ld by members of the fami ly from j a h a n g i r to 
Aurangzeb. The t a b l e c o n t a i n s on ly the h i g h e s t ranks 
known to have been a t t a i n e d by them in each r e i g n . 
I t appears t h a t t i l l t he end of Aurangzeb 's r e i g n t h r e e 
g e n e r a t i o n s of the fami ly had c o n t i n u o u s l y been in 
a c t i v e s e r v i c e and t h a t they con t inued to en joy i n c r e a s i n -
1 . M.U. I l l , 801-806. 
2 , M^A. , p . 34 7; MaJ. , I I , p . 3 1 3 . 
r ^ 3 . I b i d . , p . 5 1 8 ; Ajsbbarat, Shaban 5oth R.Y. (4 Nov. 1706) 
and~3 Ramzan 51 R.Y. (28 Nov. , 1706) , 
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gly higher position in each successive reign. In the 
first generation there were only three members who ^re 
known to have been holding ranks, But none of them had 
the rank of 5000 zat. In the second generation their 
position improved to the extent that out of eight 
members two were holding the rank of 5000 zat. The two 
were Mir ^ bdul Hadi Asalat iQjan 5000/4000 and l^alilullah 
iCian Yazdi 5000/5000 (2-3h) . The remaining six members 
reached ranks ranging from 700 zat to 2500 gat. The 
third generation during Aurangzeb's reign attained the 
highest position in terms of mansabs. Out of 17 members 
of the family holding ranks, three held the rank of 
5000 sat and above. They were Kh'alTlullah Khan 6000/6000 
(2-3h), Amir Jdian Mir Mlran 6000/5000 (3000x2-3h) and 
Ruhullah I^an I 5000/5000, Among the rest three were 
medium rank mansabdars such as Abdul Kafi Nawazish 
I' 
J2?an (3000/1200) ,Sultan Husain I f t ikha r j<han (3oOO/12oo) 
and Ruhullah ^an I I (3500/1200). Thus, in the f i r s t 
two ca tegor ies (v iz , high and medium rank ca tegor ies ) 
the pos i t ion of Ruhullah Khan's family was more s t ronger 
during Aurangzeb's reign than ' ever before . Out of the 
remaining eleven members only four held the ranks of 
1000 s a t and above while seven of them reached ranks 
below lOOO gjjb. They were a l l sons of Amir Khan Mir 
Miran, so t h a t except two of h i s sons - Amir Mjin 
4 4 4 
(1000/600) and Marahmat Khan (1000/300) - a l l other sons 
reached ranks below 1000 g a t . 
As regards the off ices held by the menbers of 
Ruhullah Khan's family, information on c e n t r a l o f f i ces , 
governorships, faui 'daris and Qi ledj rships during the 
re ign of Shahjahan and Aurangzeb i s brought together in 
Appendices C, D and E. We have seen t h a t during jah 'angi r ' s 
reign i t was only Mir Mirah Yazdi I I who held the rank 
of 2,500/1,400, the then h ighes t rank held in the family, 
and the governorship of Delh i . During the reign of 
sh'ahjahan the family, however, made grea t progress 
in terms of off ices held by i t s members. The t ab les shov; 
t h a t many important c e n t r a l of f ices l i ke Mi r - i Tuzuk, 
Mir "Atish, Mir Bakbsbi, second BalsbshI, Balshshi of Ahdls, 
AKbtabegi, Qarawalbegi, Qushbegi. Qurbeqi, Darogha of 
Dagh and Peshkash were held by members of the family. 
I t a l so appears t h a t with the exception of the two major 
c e n t r a l o f f ices of Diwan-i kul or wazir and Mir- i saman 
the other th ree major of f ices in the cen t re namely Mir 
Ba)slashi,Mir-i Tuzuk and Mir- i Atish were held by them. As many 
as s ix members of the family are known to have held 
cen t r a l o f f ices during Shahjahan's r e i g n . During the 
1, Tuzuk, p .324, 344. 
't •! 0 
re ign of Shnhjahan the province of Delhi was twice 
put under the charge of two members of the family, 'Air 
Abdul HadI Asala t Khian was i t s governor from 1635 to 
1637; and Khal i lu l lah fOian I I from 1651 to 1 6 5 8 / We 
may r e c a l l t h a t Mir Miran Yazdi I I too had been governor 
of Delhi under Jahangi r . 
During Aurangzeb's re ign the family held a 
number of c e n t r a l o f f i ces , governorships of var ious 
provinces and a lso the of f ices of faujdar and Qilftdar 
of d i f f e r e n t p l ace s . In addi t ion to the off ices held 
during the reign of Sh'ah Jahan, many other important 
c e n t r a l o f f ices were a l so assigned to them. These include 
Mir-i Saman, posts of Darogha of macebearers, servants 
of J i l a u , Kbas Chauki, and Diwan-i Kbas e t c . The off ice 
of Ajsbtabegi (master of horse) which was only onee 
assigned to l ^ a l i l u l l a h Kban I I during Shahjahan's 
re ign , was now frequently assigned to three members of 
the family, v i z . Sultan Husain I f t i ld iar i^an, Muhammad 
Ibrahim Multafat I^?^^* ^'^^ Ru^ullah J^an I , The l a s t 
2 
named was appointed t h r i ce to t h i s o f f i ce . The office 
of Mir-i Saman which was one of the major c e n t r a l offices 
was a l so assigned for the f i r s t time in the family to 
1, See Appendix-D(A). 
2. See Appendix-C(B ) , 
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S u l t a n Hu^ain I f t i k h a r Khan and Ruhullah Khan I . 
As r e g a r d s g o v e r n o r s h i p s h e l d by members of the 
fami ly our t a b l e shows t h a t as many as f i v e members of 
the family were appo in ted t o v a r i o u s p rov inces du r ing 
Aurangzeb 's r e i g n . The p r o v i n c e s i n c l u d e Punjab (Lahore), 
Kabul, Al lahnbad , Kashmir, B i h a r , Ajmer, B i j a p u r , 
2 Hyderabad Bidar and l lander . I t i s a l s o e v i d e n t t h a t . 
t h e average t e n u r e of each incumbant bo th in the 
c e n t r a l o f f i c e s =>nd in the p r o v i n c e s was l o n g e r than 
under shah jahan , Mir Miran, Amir Khan's t o t a l t e n u r e 
3 
as governor of Kabul was abou t 36 y e a r s . As many as 
s i x members of t h e fami ly h e l d v a r i o u s f a u j d a r i s and 
QiJidaris in t h e empi re . The f a u j d a r i s i nc lude those of 
t h e Sa rka r s of K o h i s t a n - i Jammu, Mandu, Langarkot ( in 
Peshawar) , Dhamuni, Saharanpur (o r Miyan-i Doab), upper 
and lower Bangash, Jaunpur , Ghazipur Zamania and Agra. 
The Q i i a d a r i s he ld by members of t h e family were of 
Agra, Ahmadnagar, Bi japur and Qandahar f o r t ( in the 
4 -
Deccan) , Thus, the family of Ruhullah Khan I occupied 
1, See Appendix C(B) . 
2 , I b i d . , D(B) , 
3 . I b i d . , a l s o see Chapter 5 ( b ) . 
4 . I b i d . , E (B) . 
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a high pos i t i on during Aurangzeb's reign as fa r as 
the Central Offices, governorships of provinces and 
other important off ices are concerned, 
A few words may be offered about RShullah Khan I ' s 
personal ca ree r under Aurangzeb, He reached the high 
mansab of 5000/4000 and besides holding many important 
posts obtained the coveted of f ice of the Mir Bakhshi. 
Our evidence suggest t h a t Ruhullah Khan I during most 
of h is career enjoyed the t r u s t of the emperor. 
He appears to have s t a r t e d h i s ca reer in the 
beginning of Aurangzeb's r e ign , as he i s not mentioned 
a t a l l in the sources of Shahjahan's r e i g n . He was 
deputed by the successful Aurangzeb to march along with 
h i s fa ther i ^ a l i ^ u l l a h Khan I I in p u r s u i t of Dara 
Shukoh. He was presumably granted the rank of 1000/200 
a f t e r the war of succession as in the 2nd R.Y. (1659) 
he is reported to have received an enhancement of 
2 500 s a t and promoted to the rank of 1500/2 00. In the 
6th R.Y. (1663) h i s rank was fur ther enhanced to 
1500/500 and he was appointed Mir Bal^shi of Ah-dTs , 
1. Kazim, p . l 4 7, 
2 . I b i d . , p .486. 
3 . Ib id . , pp.817,830; M ^ . I I , pp.309-310. 
^'i8 
apparently the first appointment, so far, known to be 
held by him. This office he held for about five years, 
till 1668, During this period he seems to have become 
a close and confidential noble of Aurangzeb. Manucci 
tells us that one day during his tenure as Mir Bakhshi 
of Ahdis (a rank much inferior to that of the Wazir), 
breaking well established conventions and practices, 
Ruhullah Khan at the time of presentation of petitions 
to the emperor took precedence over the Wazir, and v;ent 
very close to the emperor. The next day when Ja'afar 
Khan ventured to draw the emperor's attention to this 
impropriety the emperor took a lineant view and instead 
of censuring Ruhullah Khan assured Ja'afar lOian (Wazir) 
1 
that it would not be repeated in future. 
- -2 
In 1668 Ruhullah I^an was appointed Alshtabegi 
(Master of horse), a charge which was exclusively 
3 
assigned to very trustworthy persons. However, a few 
years aftervards his fortunes began declining as in the 
14th R.Y. (1671 A.D.) he was replaced by Iradat ^an 
and in the 16th R.Y. (1673 A.D.) he was given the less 
important office of the faujdar of Dhamuni, and soon 
1 . Manucci, Vol . I I , pp . 443 -444 . 
2 . M.U. I I , p p . 3 0 9 - 1 0 . 
3 . In the c o n t e x t of Husain Beg Khan Z ig , t he a u t h o r 
of M a ' a s i r - u l Umara' :nentlon.^ t h a t the o f f i c e of 
Ajsl)tabegi was e n t r u s t e d wi th none b u t on ly t h e 
very t r u s t e d p e r s o n . See M.U. I , p . 5 9 1 . 
449 
after was renoved from that post too, for reasons not 
mentioned by authorities. After two years in 1675 he 
was, however, reinstated to the rank of 1,500/400 and 
2 
was appointed faujdar of Saharanpur. In a letter, from 
Jahan Ara Begum to Raja Budh Prakash Zamindar of 
Srimur (in Garhwal) , Ruhullah Khan is mentioned as faui'dgr 
3 
of Miyan-i Doab which is identical with Saharanpur, 
It may be pointed out that this letter was written to 
the Raja in reply to his letter in which he had requested 
Jahln Ara Begum to issue orders (Nishan) to Ruhullah i^an 
and other officials to assist the Raja in dealing with 
his Tahvildars (treasurers) and the zamindars of pargana 
Sadhura. 
From 1675 t i l l h i s d e a t h in 1692, f o r a pe r i od of 
about 18 y e a r s , Ruhullah Khan led an u n i n t e r r u p t e d c a r e e r 
h o l d i n g s u c c e s s i v e l y many i m p o r t a n t o f f i c e s such as 
Akhtabeqi (second t ime , 1677 A . D . ) , Kban-i Saman (1678 
A . D . ) , Mir A t i s h (1679 A . D . ) , Mir B a a i s h l (1680 A . D . ) , 
Second Bakbshl (1681 A . D . ) , QiIftdar of Ahmadnagar (1685 
A . D . ) , aga in Mir Bal^bshi (1687 A . D . ) , gubedar of E i j a p u r 
5 (1687 A.D.) and subedar of Hyderabad (1688 A . D . ^ . 
1 . M.A. , p . 1 2 7 ; H,Ul I I , p . 3 1 0 . 
2 . M.A., 144; M^J. I I , p . 3 1 0 . 
•^  • Ruqat - - i RlarngTr, e d , S a i y i d Najeek Ashraf Nadvi , 
Azamgarh, 1929, l e t t e r No .3 /200 , p . 3 1 6 . 
4 . I b i d . 
5 . M^A., pp .150 , 156, 187, 195, 260, 281 , 282, 298-99; Ma'muri, 
f f . 1 6 2 ( a ) - ( b ) , 1 7 6 ( a ) ; . M^U. I I , 310-13.Cf. 
Mughal N o b i l i t y , p . 146, has v;rongly mentioned him as 
"" S vibe da r of O r i s s a . 
4.)U 
He was a lso ac t ive in a number of mi l i t a ry expedi t ions 
sent agains t Marathas in the Deccan an^ p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in f a i l of the fo r t s of Bijapur, Golconda and Raichur. 
He received rapid promotions and obtained the rank of 
5 000/4 000 in 168 6,^ 
As second Ba]0shi Ruhullah Khan appears to be 
ac t ing as a bridge betii^een the emperor and of f ice rs by 
mediating between the two. On the one hand he kept the 
emperor wel l informed about nobles ' a c t i v i t i e s and on 
the other pleaded t h e i r cases and sought remedies to 
t h e i r g r ievances . In 1681 the emperor granted /^ir 
Hifzullah son-in-law of Ma'amur Khan two months' leave 
t o v i s i t h i s mother a t Shahjahanabad a t Ruhullah r-lian' s 
3 
reco.rmendation. In the same year on his pleading as 
second Bal^shi , Amir Khan the subedar of Kabul received 
a promotion to the rank of 6000/5000 (3000x2-3h) a ] l 
uncondi t iona l . Amir Khan reported to the emperor through 
Ruhullah I^an t h a t instead of Rupees 6 ,00 ,000/ - given 
t o the Afghans annually, probably to maintain safe ty of 
the rou te s , he allowed them only Rupees 1,50,000/-
and re ta ined the r e s t for the c e n t r a l t r e a s u r y . 
1. See r e l e v a n t e n t r i e s of Ruhullah lOian's ca ree r in 
Appendix-C(B). 
2 . M.A., p . 2 8 2 , M.U. I I , p . 3 1 1 . 
3 . AJjJjbarat, Sha'ban 24th R.Y. , 23 August, 1681. 
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Ruhullah iCi^^ seems to have put the case so competently 
t h a t in add i t ion t o an enhancement in rank, Amir Khan 
a l so received 1,20,00,000 dams as inam from the emperor. 
He a l s o appears i s su ing basb-ul bukm on orders of 
the emperor to various nobles and o f f i c e r s . In 1681 A.D. 
he sent a hasb-u l hukm to KhSn Zaman informing him tha t 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Thanedar of Thaneswar, should be 
punished for not performing h i s du t ies and s taying a t 
Burhanpur, I^an Zaman was fu r the r asked to explain to 
the emperor why Muhammad Ibrahim was allowed to s tay a t 
2 
Burhanpur, 
Ruhullah I^an was a l so en t rus ted , as second 
Bakhshi with the task of preparing and sending the Tumar 
of nobles ' con t ingen ts . In 1681 he was asked by the 
emperor to send the Tumar of Ma'amur Khan's con t ingen t . 
Again in the same year the emperor assigned him another 
important t a sk of ordering the faujd i rs of Burhanpur, 
Sura t and Gujarat to maintain the high way so t h a t the 
t r a v e l l e r s could pass through t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s and 
4 
reach the cour t sa fe ly . Fur the r , he was a l s o compelled 
1. Ajjjjbarat, Shawwal 25th R.Y. 24th October, 1681, 
2 . I b id . , z lq^da, 6th November, 1681, . . ' 
3 . I b i d . , 14th November, 1681, 
4 . Ib id . , 
i 0 u 
t o convey i m p e r i a l o r d e r s of p u n i s h m e n t and d e m o t i o n s . 
In i r s l he i n f o r m e d s h a i k h Muhammad Anwar, ^ iwan of 
Fur and Manda l , t h a t h i s r a n k was d e c r e a s e d from lCO/20 
t o 4 0 /20 a s a p u n i s h m e n t f o r n o t i n f o r m i n g th'-'^  e m p e r o r 
a b o u t t-he a t t a c k of Rana Raj S i n g h on Manda l , and w r i t i n c j 
t o /vsad Khan i n s t e a d of t h e e m p e r o r . He was s t r i c t l y 
1 
o r d e r e d t o s end r e p o r t s d i r e c t t o t h e e m p e r o r i n f u t u r e . 
When Aurangzeb l e a r n t from t h e r e p o r t s of t h r 
s e c r e t n e w s - w r i t e r s a b o u t t h e b e t s made by j<h?)n-i J a h a n 
and Ru?^tam Khan, i n which Rustam Khan l o s t an enormous 
amoun-i- i n l i e u of which j ^ a n - i J a h a n c o n f i s c a t e d h i s 
j a q i r , t h e e m p e r o r o r d e r e d t h e s econd B a l ^ s h i R u h u l l a h 
Khan t o i s s u e a h a s b - u l hukm t o t h e B a k h s h i of t h e Deccan 
i n f o r m i n g hini a b o u t t h e d e c r e a s e of 500 z a t i n h i s r a n k 
a s p u n i s h m e n t s i n c e he f a i l e d t o r e p o r t t h e m a t t e r t o 
2 
t h e e .Tperor . 
I t i s c u r i o u s t h a t a l l t h e s e i m p o r t a n t t a s k s 
of i s s u i n g t h e h a s b - u l hukms and c o n v e y i n g o r d e r s were 
e n t r u s t e d t o R u h u l l a h Khan who h e l d t h e o f f i c e of 
Second Balshshi w h i l e t h e Mir Balsbshis d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 
- 3 - , 4 
were Himmat Khan a n d , a f t e r h i m , A s h r a f lOian . Could 
1- A k b b a r i t y Q U d t j H . A . , 2 1 7 . 
2 . A k b b a r a t , 2 i l h a j 2 5 t h R.Y. 1 5 t h December , 1 6 8 ] , 
3 . l±.J^., p p . 19^., 2 0 1 . 
4 . I b i d . , p . 2 0 6 . 
one then venture to infer t h a t Ruhullah Khan was not 
only Sefcond Balibshi but a l so a favour i te and close 
confid-^nt of Aurangzeb. 
Ruhullah Khan v/as appointed r4ir Bal^shl twice. 
F i r s t in the 23rd R.Y. (1680^ a f t e r the death of 
Sarbuland rhan though for a shor t period of anout one 
year . The second time was in the 30th R.Y. (1686) 
with the rank of 5000/4000, He remained in t h i s office 
t i l l his d^ath in 1692 and Was succeeded by Bahra.nand 
_ 2 Khan . I t apt ears t ha t in addi t ion to the of f ice of 
Mir Bakhshi he was a l so appointed subedar of Pi japur 
and Hyderabad, the two c r u c i a l provinces in the Deccan. 
This suggests t h a t Aurangzeb had spec ia l t r u s t in 
Ruhullah Khan's adminis t ra t ive c a p a b i l i t y and s t a t e s -
3 
manship. He was considered one of the bpst adminis t ra-
to r s and advisors in matters pe r t a in ing to the government, 
and was summoned to the cour t for consu l t a t ions on 
4 important ma t t e r s . 
Whether a t court or away from i t Ruhullah Khan, 
as Mir Bal^shl , re ta ined h i s importance. Most of h i s 
1 . I l i A . , p . 1 8 7 . 
2 . I b i d . , p p . 3 4 8 , 3 5 0 , 
3 . M.U., I I , 3 1 4 . 
4 . K.K. I I , p . 3 3 7 . 
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p e t i t i o n s were approved and accepted by the ernperor and 
l a t t e r was so indulgent t o him tha t Ruhullah Khan, a t 
t imes, took l i b e r t y and disregarded the norms and 
2 
regu la t ions of the cour t . 
His recommendations were usual ly accepted by 
the emperor. : t was a t h is ins tance tha t Abdullah Kh'an 
Barha not h i s rank re s to red , a task in which he f a i l ed 
e a r l i e r i n s p i t e of performing courageous deeds aga ins t 
Marathps. Ruhullah Khan, however, through h i s i n t e r c e -
ssion convinced the emperor and got Abdullah Khan's 
3 
rank r e l eased . 
Never theless , Ruhullah Khan was, on occass ions . 
Censured by the emperor. From 1673 to 1675 he was under 
4 
susf^ension. During his governorship of Hyderabad he 
was again jmnished for c e r t a i n reasons but a f t e r a few 
5 days he was pardoned. At t imes, i t appears t h a t h is 
p e t i t i o n s v/ere a l so r e j ec t ed . During the days of s c a r c i t y 
1 . M ^ . I I , 3 1 4 . 
2 . Manucci I I , 4 4 3 - 4 4 . 
Ruqa'at-1 'Rlamqlr, Nizami Press Kanpur, 12 73 AH., p. 27. 
4. Mj.A_. , p. 144, r_UiJ. II, p.310. 
_ » -, ^-
5. Ragaim-i Karaim. ff. 31(b)-32 (a); Ruga'at-1 Alamqir. 
o p . c i t . p p . 3 9 - 4 0 . 
3 . RacTdim-1 Ka r a 'l m, £ . M., Add. 2 6 2 3 9 ^ f. 9 ( a ) ; 
u q a ' a t  R a g l  i i I 
't .) 'J 
of palbaqj and increasing pressure of sa l a ry -c la iman t s , 
the prnperor repeatedly forbade Ruhullah Khan for making 
fresh recruitments and once (in 1691) asked him s t r i c t l y 
not to recommend people for employment. 
Although described by most of our a u t h o r i t i e s as 
2 
a l i b e r a l and benevolent person Ruhullah Khan vias not 
f ree from c e r t a i n f a u l t s , Manucci c a l l s him "honest but 
3 greedy both in ea t ing and g e t t i n g " , Ruhullah Wian was 
unable to maintain good r e l a t i o n s with his deputy subedar 
of Hyderabad Jan Nisar Khan though he was appointed on 
h is recommendation. The l a t t e r went to the ex ten t of 
f i l i n g a complaint aga ins t Ruhullah Khan's wrong in ten-
t ions agains t him and requested the emperor to t ransfer 
4 him to the post of Bajshshi-i Tan, Ruhullah Khan is a l -o 
charged for appropria t ing money from the people on 
d i f f e r en t p r e t e x t s . He often so c l eve r ly managed to 
conceal h i s ac t ions tha t the emperor was always convinced 
of h is honesty . In a 3 e t t e r Aurangzeb himself 
1. K^K. I I , pp, 411-12, 
2 . M.U. I I , pp, 313-14, 
3 . Manucci, I I I , p , 95, 
4 . Hamidudd^n Khan Bahadur, Aljkam-i Alamc^iri, ed. JA". 
Sarkar, Calcut ta 1926, AbT^ §m No.53, pp, 65-66. 
5. H.U. I I , 314-15 mentions how Ruhullah I^an convinced 
the emperor of h i s honesty when he was found to have 
rea l i sed a 2/3rd commission on an advance which a 
Raja in the D<=>ccan received through h is recommendation, 
4 5b 
acknov;ledqes Ruhullah Kijan's a c t of misappropriation 
1 
of wealth from the peoplo. 
In s p i t e of these f a i l i n g s Ruhullah Khan remained 
a g rea t favour i te of Aurangzeb h i s l a s t days . When the 
Khan war; lying in h i s death bed, the emperor v i s i t e d him 
and sowing hiin unccnscious broke down. The Kh'^ n^ took the 
opportunity of seeking the l a s t favour and begged t h a t 
the ernperor should show kindness and favour to those of 
hir^ sons v/ho were deserving and indulgence to tho^e who 
wpre undeserving as being the sons and grandsons of a 
lOianazad. The emperor was gracious enough to give the 
assurance. Ruhullah ]<iian fu r the r reguested t h a t since hp 
had accepted the Sunni f a i t h and the r i t u a l s of ablut ion 
and bu r i a l should be performed accordingly. He a l so 
requested t h a t h i s two daughters be married to Sunni grooms 
According to h is l a s t w i l l h i s e lde r daughter was rrarri'^':^ 
to Prince Muhammad Agim. On the other hand, Siyadat 
Kh~.n son of Siyadat J^an Saiyid Oqhlan tefused to accept 
the younger daughter in marriage doubting her s i n c e r i t y 
2 to the sunni f a i t h . 
1. Raqaim-i Karajm, ff. 2 4 ( a ) - ( b ) ; Ruqa 'a t - i Alamgir, 
op. c i t . pn, 37-38. 
2. iriayatullah Khan, Ahkam-i Alamgjri, "Xbdus Salam 
c o l l e c t i o n , 327/97,"M.A. Library Aligarh, f f . 1 3 ( b ) -
14(a) ; I 8 ( a ) - l 9 ( b ) ; a l so Ahkam-i'i^lamgir I , o p . c i t . , 
Ahkam No.69, pp.77-78 and Ahkam No.70 pp .78-81 . 
;57 
Ruhullah Khan's successful career thus came to 
an end in 1692, but h i s l a s t wish was honoured by 
Aurangzpb who took his sons in to s e rv i ce . The second 
son Mir Hasar Khlnazad Khan stepped in to the shoes 
of hi=; fa ther being appointed as Khan-i Saman in 1697-98 
with thp t i t l e of Ruhullah Kh"?n IT, He ul t i in^te lv rear bed 
- 1 the po-'"t of Second RaIthshi. 
1. See Appendix-C (B) ; for h i s biographical d-^tails 
see a l so ^.JJ_. , I I , pp.315-317. 
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ru^fe rences t o t h e G e n e a l o g i c a l C h a r t s 
Numbers p r e f a c i n g t h e names of 
p e r s o n s in t h e c h a r t s 
1 :2 
2=Khanish Begum + Shah Tahmasp 
.3afavi 
2s3 
„ c- _ -
2:4 = Ismail Mirza Gafavi 
3:5,6 
5 = Khanish Khinam d-'o Shah 
Tahmasp 
5 = Khadija Sultan Begum 
d/o Shah Tahmasp 
6 = Sultan Begum d/o Shah 
Isma'Il II 
3 : 7 = Y a k t a s h I^^an S /L 3 ; 
7 = Ya'qub Khan 
8 d / o 4 ; 8 = 6 
6 : 9 , 10 
10 •?- 3 S / o 2 
10 + 9 
9 : 13, 14 (from an Iranian 
wife) 
9 = 11 d / o Asa f Khan 
9 : 1 5 , 1 6 
S o u r c e s 
M . U . , I I I , 3 3 9 . 
A . A, A. , I , 1 3 2 ; T u z u k , 6 1, 
1 5 0 ; MOJ. I l l , 3 3 9 . 
A . A . A . , I , 1 4 5 ; T u z u k , 
6 2 , 1 5 0 ; M ^ . I l l , 3 3 9 . 
A . A . A . I , 1 3 2 ; T u z a k , 
6 2 . 
A . A . A . I , 14 5 ; T u z u k , 
6 2 , 1 5 0 ; IWU_. I l l , 3 3 9 . 
A . A . A . I , 1 3 6 , 2 2 8 ; I I , 
4 3 1 ; T u z u k , 6 2 , 1 5 0 . 
A . A . A . I , 1 3 5 . 
A . A . A . I , 2 2 8 ; T u z u k , 6 2 , 
1 5 0 ; MAJ. I I T , 3 4 1 . • 
M.U. I l l , 3 3 9 - 4 0 , 
A . A . A . , I , 2 2 8 ; T u z u k , 
6 2 , 1 5 0 ; PU_LJ. I l l , 3 4 1 . 
T u z u k 1 5 0 , 1T>; ! ^ . I l l , 
3 4 1 . 
T u z u k , 3 4 6 . 
L a h o r i I ( a ) , 4 3 2 , 4 7 5 . 
L a h o r i 1 ( a ) , 2 9 9 ; : i .U.^ 
I l l , 3 4 1 - 4 2 . 
M . U . , I I I , 3 4 1 , 8 2 9 - 3 0 . 
M . U . , I I I , 8 2 9 - 3 0 . 
'.G4 
16 = 18 Lahori II, 485; Jaris, 
3 6 ; MOJ. I l l , 4 7 8 - 7 9 " 
8 2 9 - 3 0 . 
1 4 + 1 3 S a d i q Kh3n f . 7 3 ( a ) ; 
M.U. 1 ( b ) , 775 
15 S/o 9; 9 4- Asaf Khan Lahori II, 116. 
15 +13 Lahori II, 240, 471. 
18 : 22 = d / o I C i a l i l u l l a h Kazim, 6 6 3 ; i^MJ. 1 1 1 , 4 7 9 . 
lOian Yazdl I I 
22 S/I. 14 M ^ . K b ) , 7 8 1 - 8 2 . 
10 : 12 - d/o Murad Kam Safavi Lahori II, 374; Waris, 
7 Mirza Rustam Safavi 147; Kagim, 287; M.U.. 
Ill, 342. 
14 = 17 d/o Mirza Safi Saif Whan M.U. 1(b), 775. 
13 : 1-^  +20 +21 Kazim, 627,908; HJJ. 1(a), 
172, 252; III, 611. 
19 G/o 13 Lahori 11,677; Waris, 14, 
207; Kaziw 158. 
20 3 / o 1 3 , 20+19 W a r i s , 206, 214, 255 ; Kaziw, 
158;''M.U. Ill, 511. 
20 : 32, 33 ATshbarat, 25 R.Y. Zilhaj 
(24-1^060.1681) . 
32 : 34 T_jj!l-' ^O^. 
33 : 35 T.M., 128. 
19 : 24, 25, 26 HL^" 219; HOJ. 1(a), 
254-55. 
27 S/o 19 LJj., 84; Cf. £VU.J(a), 
254-55. 
28 S/o 19, 28 : 30 T.M., 117; Cf. M ^ . 1(a), 
151-55. 
31 S/L 19 T.M. 26. 
14 : 36, 38, 39 + 38 Kazim,908;M^U.I(b), 781-82; 
M.A. 222, 349. 
4C5 
14 : 37 = 22 K a z i m , 6 6 3 ; H.U. 1 ( b ) , 7 8 1 - 8 2 . 
39 3 / o 14 K a z i m , 4 8 7 , 9 6 4 . 
3R = 41 K a z i m , 4 7 7 ; MJIJ. I I , 3 0 9 , 7 0 6 . 
35 = 40 d / o A l l Mardan K.U. 1 ( a ) , 2 8 4 ; Ma*[iiuri f. 1 92 (a ) ; 
Khan A m i r - u l Umara' T.M. I I , 9 . 
36 : 42 = 57 f-i.A. 4 7 7 ; .^l.U. 1 ( a ) , 2 8 6 ; T.?l. 
I I , 6 6 . 
3 6 : 43 ,4 1 , 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 6=64 I ^ ^ . 1 ( a ) , 2 8 6 - 8 7 . 
36 : '12, 5 0 , 5 1 , 5 2 , 5 4 , 4 7 , 4 4 A k h b a r a t , 4 4 R.Y. 10 Z i l l i i j 18 l l iy 
1 7 0 0 . 
36 : 4 3 , 4 4 , 5 5 AlshbSTat, 44 R .Y.15 R a b i ' I , 19 
A u g u s t , 1700 . 
36 : 5 2 , 4 7 , 5 1 , 5 4 A]£bbara t ,44 R.Y. 17 Z i i h i j , 25 
May, 1 7 0 0 . 
36 : 46 = 64 T ^ . 8 4 . 
36 : 47 F..A. 2 3 7 ; T.M. I I , 1 4 " . 
36 : 44 S/L 5 8 ; 4 4 : 7 9 = 8 0 M ^ . 4 8 1 ; T.M. 1 1 , 5 8 , 1 4 2 - 1 3 ; 
d / o Mirza Muhsin b / o M.U. 1 1 1 , 7 1 3 - 1 5 . 
S a f d a r J a n g 
36 : 43 A U l b a r a t . 5 0 R.Y. S h ^ b a n , 4 Sov . 
1 7 0 6 ; T^M., J 5 . ' 
36 : 45 TJA. I I , 102 
36 : 55 'T_JA. I I , 1 1 8 . 
36 : 49 T_JA. I I , 1 3 1 . 
36 : 50 A k h b a r a t . 44 R.Y. IZ Z i J h i j 
20 May, 170O. 
36 : 56 = 61 S/L 36 M^A. 5 1 8 ; Akhfciarat 50 R.Y. 
S h a b a n , 4 November , 1706 ; 51 R.Y. 
3 Ramzan, 28 Nov. 1 7 0 6 . 
36 : 53- = 60 S/L 36 A k h b a r a t , 44 R.Y. 17 Z i i h i j , 
2*5 May,""1700; 
3 6 : 4 8 : 59 = 62 R jyagus S a l a t i n , 2 6 0 - 6 1 • 
4 GB 
38 
38 
72 
38 
: n3,64,65 
: 66 = 72 
: 78 = 74 
: 67 = 73 : 81 
M .U. I I , 315. 
38 : 68 
38 : r>9 = 74 
38 : 70 
38 : 63 : 71 = 44 S/1 63 
64 = -16 
64 : 75,76,77 
M.A. 114; tVU. 1 ( a ) , 225. 
T.M. I I , 62. 
M.A. 347, 373; M.U. I I , 313; 
T.M. I I , 6n, 26. 
Abk5m-1 ^Alamqirl, 77-78, 78-81. 
M.U. I l l , 801-806. 
T.M. I I , 91 . 
T.M. I I , 58. 
tlzA' 274; T ^ . I I , 16; I-:.U. 11,315 
M.U. I I , 317; TJ i . I I , 56, lb. 
•';G7 
APPENDIX-B 
Members of R u h u l l a h I r a n ' s f a m i l y a s M a n g a b d a r s 
S . N o . Name & T i t l e R a n k S o u r c e 
A , UNDER JAHANGIR 
1 , M i r K h a l i l u l l a h Y a z d i 
2 , M i r M i r a n Y a z d i 
3 , M i r Z a h i r u d d i n 
1 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 T u z u k ^ 6 9 , M . U . I l l , 
3 4 1 . 
2 5 0 0 / 1 4 0 0 T u z u k , 3 4 4 . 
1 0 0 0 / 4 0 0 T u z u k , 3 4 7 . 
B . UI^ IDER SHAHJAHAN 
1 . Mi r Z a h i r u d d i n 
2 . M i r v i m a ^ t u l l a h S / o 
M i r Z a h i r u d d i n 
3 . M i r A b d u l H a d i , A s a l a t 
lOian 
4 . K h a l i l u l l a h ' Khan Y a z d i 
5 , N a w a z i s h I d i a n , A b d u l , 
K . a f l 
6, Amir Khan, Mir Miran 
7, Sultan Husain, Iftildjar 
Khan 
8, Mohd. Ibrahim, Multafat 
Khan 
1000/400 Qazwini, 148(a). 
1000/200 Waris, 147; Salih 
III,"469. 
5000/4000 Lahori II, 577; 
M.U. 1(a),170-71. 
5000/5000 Salih III, 266, 
(2-3h) 451. ' 
2500/1000 Salih III, 271. 
1500/500 Salih i n , 463. 
1000/500 Salih ill, 248. 
lOOO/lOOO Wiris, 367. 
C. UNDER AURANGZEB 
1. Khalilullah Khan 
Abdul Kafi, Nawazish 
Khan 
6000/6000 Kazim, 119. 
(2-3 h) 
3000/1200 Kazim, 4 74. 
•^o-s 
APPENDIX-B C o n t d . 
Amir Khan, Mir i^4iran 6000 /5000 Akh. ShawSl 2 5 t h 
(3000x2-3h) R.Y. 24 th Oc t .1681 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9 . 
10. 
1 1 . 
12 . 
1 3 . 
14. 
15 , 
16 . 
17 , 
S u l t a n H u s a i n , I f t i k h a r 3000 /1200 
Khan 
Muhammad I b r a h i m , 
M u i t a f a t Khan 
Kazim, 8 8 0 . 
3000 /1000 M ^ . 1 9 3 . 
R u h u l l a h Khan I 5000 /5000 
}2}anazad Khan, 3500 /1200 
Rul ju l lah lOian I I 
* A z i z u l l a h Khan S/o 2000 /500 
K h a l i l u l l a h Khan 
Amir Khan S^/o Amir 1000 /600 
j^an r4lr Miran 
Abul Hasan S/o ^ 700/200 
Amir Khan Mir Miran 
Mir Miohammad A if _ 4 00/sat 
S/o Amir Khan Mir Miran 
Muhammad Kazim S/o 600/100 
Amir Khan Mir Miran 
Mir Muhammad Hadi _ 600/90 
S/o Amir Khan Mir Miran 
Mohdjj_ Hasan (or Husain) 500/70 
or Mir Hasan S/o*Mir 
Miran 
Muhammad j ^ w a j a__S/o 5 00 /60 
Amir Khan Mir Miran 
Mioljammad I b r a h i m M a r a h - 1000 /300 
mat Khan s / o Amir Idjan 
Mir Mi ran 
Mir Muhammad J a ' f a r , _ 8 0 0 / 2 5 0 
' A q i d a t Khan S / o Mir MTran 
S . D . A . , 1 6 9 . 
M.A. 4 0 4 , 4 5 9 ; 
M ^ . I I , 3 1 5 - 1 7 . 
Akh. 10 Ramazan 
T g t h R . Y . , 26 Dec, 
l 7 0 7 ; C f . H.U. I I 
824 (15007T000) 
M.A. ,493 ;M.U. I ( a ' ' , 
2 8 6 . 
Akh. 12 Z i l h a i , 
44 t h R.Y. 2^0 nay^ 1700. 
Akh. 4d^R.Y.15Rd"b i ' l , 
19 August A7o^. 
Akh. 17 g i l h a j , 
4 4 t h R.Y.25MaXA7<3o. 
Akh. 4 4 th R.Y. 
17 Z i l h a j , £ 5 M a x l 7 0 o 
Akh. 17 Z i l h a j 
44 R.Y. 25 May, 
1 7 0 0 . 
Akh. 4 4 t h R.Y. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
IRANJS AND C OMMERCE 
(I) SHAISTA IfflAN 
It is widely recognised that members of the Mughal 
nobility were not averse to pursuing commercial and economic 
activities. There are cases of members of every section of 
the ruling class, from princes to petty officers, participat-
1 
ing in this activity. The Mughal nobles, whether '^agirdars 
or naqdis (receiving pay from treasxiry), derived their income 
mainly in cash, and they are said to have accumiilated 
2 
enormous treasures in specie, cash and jewels. Nobles who 
had large amount of cash in hand, often invested it in trade, 
either by engaging in trade directly or by making advances to 
3 
merchants. They also invested some amount in sea-borne trade, 
Tavernier says, "on arrival for embarkation at Surat, you 
find plenty of money. For it is the principal trade of the 
nobles of India to place their money on speculation for 
Harmuz, Bassora and Mocha and even for Bantam, Achin and 
Philippenes." 
1. Tapan Raychaudhuri and Irfan Habib (ed.) The Cambridge 
Economic History of India, Vol. I,C, 1200-C, 1750, Delhi, 
^ ^ ^ p. 182 (hereafter see C.E.H.I. ). For revenue 
collectors called shiqqdars being 'engaged in commercial 
activities see Fray Sebastian Manrique, Travels of Fray 
Sebastian Manrique (1628-Vl ), trans. C.E. Luard and H. 
Hosten, Halcluyt Society, 192?, Vol. I, pp. 1+14-0-1+1, who ' 
mentions that the shiqqdSr of Pipli sent 'a big new ship' 
to Cochin loaded with different kinds of merchandise. 
2» C.S.H.I., Vol. I, p. 183. 
3. Mughal Nobility, op.cit., p. 15^. 
h, Tavernier, Vol.I,pp. 37-38 cf. A.Das Gupta inC.S.H.I., 
Vol. I, p. 1+22. 
^HO 
Apart from the capital advances the Mughal nobles 
and sometimes members of the royal family were also engaged 
1 
in business investment. In 16^+0-^1, for instance, Shah Jahan 
and Asaf Mnan invested Rs,100,000 in cloth at Ahmadabad for 
Mokha and ordered weavers and dyers not to work for anyone 
2 
else until this order had been supplied. Sometimes they had 
their own ships which sailed to different ports laden with either 
their own goods or, in some cases, with the cargo of other 
3 
merchants. It is well known, that "Private trade or Sauda-i-
M}a§ of the Governor was a characteristic feature of India's 
economic life in the 17th and 18th centuries. Many influential 
personages such as Mirza Ishaq Beg (Governor of Surat), Mir 
Jumla, Shuja*, Shaista Khan and igim-ush Shan (in Bengal) were 
involved in this device." 
1. Empress Niir Jahan and her brother A$af 5i?an had extensive 
trade interests in the Persian Gulf and until their ships 
were laden or goods sold none else could do so. See B.G, 
Gokhale, Surat in the Seventeenth Century, Bombay, 1979, 
p. 55* 
2. Dagh Register (1 6^0-M )« p. 308 as cited by Tapan Ray 
Chaudhuri in C.E,H.I., Volo I, p. 183n. 
3. Dara Shukoh had his own junks which sailed to Persia. 
Shahjahan's ship 'Ganjawar' together with five junks of 
Surat was forced to anchor at Gombroon by the customs 
officers who overrated all the goods and levied 20 percent 
of customs. See E.FoI. (16M-6-50). pp. 318, 32^. Cf, Iftikhar 
Ahmad Khan, 'Indian Merchants in Iran in the 17th century', 
(unpublished) in the cyclostyled volume of Aligarh Papers 
on Medieval Indian History, presented at kk-Va Session of 
Indian History Congress held at Burdwan in 1983, p. 1^8. 
h-, Jagdish Narain Sarkar, 'Private Trade in Seventeenth Century 
India', in J.B.R.S., Vol. ^ 9, 1963, p. 200; also see by the 
same author. Studies in Economic Life in Mughal India, 
Delhi, 197^, pp. 181-82. 
4K1 
Shaista Khan happens to be one of the nobles, about 
whose commercial activities we have considerable information. 
He sought to obtiin gains from trade during his 
viceroyalty of Gujarat (16^6-^7 and 1651-53) and Bengal 
(166^-77 and 1679-88). He appears to have tried to monopo-
lise and control trade of many important articles. While 
Governor of Gujarat, in 16^7, he forced the banjaras to sell 
him sugar and thus made a profit gain of a 1,000 rupees. 
His rigorous attempt to monopolise the commodity caused a 
great scarcity of the commodity. "Sugar is scarce and dear, 
the governor's tyranny having deterred the merchants from 
1 
bringing any down." He also wanted to engross all the indigo 
collected in the city of Ahmadabad and its environs. He 
summoned the English indigo brokers which caused much resent-
2 
ment among the factors. In June 16^ +7 the factors at Ahmadabad 
1. EoF.I. (16^6-50). p. 155. 
2. They are found apprehensive of Shaista Kiian's ambitions 
for becoming "the sole merchant of this place" and 
declare that if he succeeded in engrossing the indigo 
"Wee may then expect shortly to fetch our butter and 
rice from him." See the letter of George Tash, Hugh 
Fenn and Anthony Smith, factors at Ahmadabad, to the 
President and Council at Surat, dated May 17, 16^7 in 
E.F.I. (1gf6-50)> p. I3O; see also Irfan Habib, The 
Agrarian System of Mughal India (1556-1707)^ Bombay, 
1963, p. 80 n. ' 
reported about the arbitrary behaviour of the governor 
towards the indigo dealers. Again on July 10, 1 6*+? they 
reported that trade in Gujarat was at a stands til, owing 
to the governor's tyrannical behaviour and the troubles 
1 
with the carters who brought down the goods from Agra. 
In August ^(h7 the saltpetre of the English was 
seized.George Tash negotiated with Shaista Khln who, after 
much trouble, allowed the factors to weigh only that much 
quantity of saltpetre for which they had already paid. 
They were thus allowed to take saltpetre worth only 1,500 
2 
rupees, which they had disbursed for saltpetre in Malpur. 
The Dutch were faced somewhat similar conditions. Their 
saltpetre was taken over by the governor who just paid them 
3 
what they had disbursed there on. 
Shaista Khan also tried to engross the cloth trade 
of Gujarat. Many obstacles were put in the procurement of 
chints and tappichindaes t)y the English and Dutch merchants 
for their Bantam investment. 
^* E.F.I. (16>4-6-50), pp. 133, 136. 
2, It was contrary to Sh"aista ^ ^n's previous promises 
publicly made allowing the English merchants to procure 
5,000 maunds of saltpetre and for that he had also taken 
a bribe of Rs. 280. See E.F.I. (16^6-50), p. 150. 
3. Ibid., p. 156. 
h. Ibid. , pp. 160-61. 
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In 1653, claiming to have received orders from the 
King, he stopped saltpetre export of the English merchants. 
They were refused permission to put it aboard the ships at 
Diu or to embark the goods at any other port than Surat. 
The English and Dutch factors alleged that Shaista Khan 
wholly ruined the trade of Ahmadabad by oppressing and 
robbing men of all qualities, especially merchants, either 
directly by seizing upon their goods, or indirectly by 
sharing in their profit of whatever was bought or sold. 
Aurangzeb's prohibitory orders to the officers in Gujarat 
asking them not to buy grain cheap and sell it dear, 
suggests that such interference with the market had been 
3 
common and that Shaista Khan was not an exception. 
In Bengal too, Shaista Kljan appears to have tried 
to profit by interfering with commerce. The English records 
h 
are full of references to his extortions and covetousness. 
I* E.F.I.,(1651-5^)f p. 215. 
2. Ibid., (161+6-50), p. 18?. 
3o Mira t - i Al^madl, Vol. I , pp. 286-88; Cf, C .E .H. I . , Vo l .1 , 
183; also see Mughal Nobi l i ty , p . 159. 
h. E . F . I . , re levant volumes passim; a lso Charles Stewart, 
The History of Bengal, Second ed i t i on , Ca lcu t t a , 191O, 
pp. 338-53; C.R, Wilson, The Early Annals of the English 
i n Bengal; Being the Bengal Public Consultat ions for the 
firs€~Harf of the Eighteenth Century, Ca lcu t ta , 1895, 
pp. ^ 8 , 79, 90, 98, 111, 118. 
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Despite imperial farmans and official permits Jie is alleged 
to nave stopped trade in saltpetre and the merchandise of 
the English merchants at every post and ferry and charged 
them customs-duty over and over again, Thomas Bowrey says, 
"Dacca coiild take a large quantity of Europe goods if it 
1 
were mider another Nahoh, the present being most covetous," 
He realised the cesses (ahvabs) abolished by imperial 
charters and monopolized the internal trade of Bengal in 
commodities of dai ly use such as s a l t , supar l (betel-nuts ) 
2 
and even the fodder of animals. Shaista j&ian's private 
enterprise provided great obstacles to free trade in Bengal. 
Shaista |Chan used to have brought down by boats 
salt, suparl (betel-nutg) and other articles, and sold them 
in Bengal on profitable rates. He also sold these articles 
to the merchants and traders at Dacca and thus prevented 
them from making purchases and sales on their own account. 
This act of Shaista ^an's injustice was reported to 
Aurangzeb, and Shaista Khan was, therefore, recalled to the 
3 
court in 1677. Perhaps salt was the most profitable 
commodity in Bengal during those days, owing to the meagre-
ness of local supply. One may easily presume the voli;mie of 
1, A Geographical Account of Countries Round the Bay of 
Bengal, 1669-79« ed, B.C. Temple, Cambridge, 190^,p.1 h6n. 
2, Master, 0£.cit., Vol. II, pp, 80-81; Gf. J.N. Sarkar, 
The History"oT Bengal, Muslim Period (120Q-1757)> Patna, 
1973, p. 3/4. 
3, S.K. Bhuyan, Annals of the Delhi Badshahate, Gauliati, 
19^7, pp. 167^ ?^;^ :^ 
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his trade in this single commodity by the fact that he had 
large emporiums of salt at several places on the bank of 
the Bangsha river. In 1677 (when he was recalled to the 
court) these emporiums held salt worth 152,000 rupees which 
he left in the custody of one of his subordinate officers 
as he could not transport it before his departure from 
1 
Bengal. These salt depots occupied a large area of land 
and when the new governor Prince Muhammad Azam planned to 
construct a large market complex for which ample space was 
required, he demolished the depots and threw the salt into 
2 
the river. 
It was proverbial that Shaista Khan had amassed a 
large amount of wealth. The property, which after his death, 
was taken into the imperial exchequer, was held to be beyond 
3 
computation. Besides his trading activities he is said to 
have accumulated seventeen crores of rupees by procuring 
two or three tolas of gold for one gold nauhr , which is, 
perhaps, an exaggerated reference to his insistence on 
higher rates for his muhrs. It is said that in thirteen 
1. S.K. Ehuyan, op.cit., pp. 169-70. 
2o Ibid,, p. 170. 
3. M.I3. ,11, p. 705. Of. Manucci, Vol. II, p. 322. 
h. S.K. Bhuyan, op.cit., p. 168. 
4 SB 
years (166^-1677) as governor of Bengal he accuimjlated 380 
1 2 
million rupees. Shaista Khan's monopoly in tees wax and 
the extent of his possessions is further corroborated by 
Shah Nawaz Kllan's account who on the testimony of a reliable 
source says that once when Aurangzeb was hunting, some wax 
was needed. But the officials deputed to collect the wax 
could not procure even a grain of it. The Khan-i Saman 
reported that it was only available in the stores of Shaista 
Khan at Delhi. An order was issued to borrow some to meet 
urgent requirements. As the Khan, at that time, was in 
Bengal it would have taken a long time to have his permission. 
Shaista Khan's agent in Delhi, therefore offered 200 maunds 
of wax, and one or two thousand articles of wax, each weigh-
ing 2-3 maunds, on his own account, and that too with an 
excuse of not being able to furnish more in the absence of 
his master. It is also said that the wax was stored in wells 
specially dug for the purpose and during summer water was 
3 
put into them to keep the wax from melting. 
The general allegation that Shaista Khan's activities 
were ruinous for European trade in Bengal seems exaggerated. 
On several occasions, as is evident from the English Factory 
Records, he granted the factors privileges such as exemption 
1c Master, op.cit., Vol. I, p. I+93. 
2. CoE.H.I., Vol. I, p. 183. Gf. Master, Vol. I, pp. I5, 
53, 321; Vol. II, 26, 27, 83. 
3. M.Uo, Vol. II, p. 706. 
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1 
from customs duty and permission to trade in saltpetre. 
True, Shaista Khan sent his darogha (agent) to 
Patna, the principal place of saltpetre manufacture, with 
a commission to buy 20,000 maunds of saltpetre in May 166^, 
and with orders to forbid the Dutch and the English from 
procuring any saltpetre before the imperial requirement was 
obtained. Job Gharnock, the English factor at Patna, mis-
construed this order and alleged that Shliista Kija^ ^ wanted 
to take the whole trade into his own hands and to sell saltpetre 
2 
again to the English and the Dutch at profitable rates. 
Similarly, writing from Hugli to the Surat Factors on 21 
June 166^ William Blake warned the factors that Shaista Khan 
wanted to engross all those goods in which he thought of 
3 
commercial gains. But Shaista |Chan's attempt to procure 
saltpetre for himself was in compliance with the imperial 
requisition of a large quantity of saltpetre required for 
King's wars in the Deccan and Arakan. Whether the imperial 
requisition was fulfilled is not known. Gharnock himself 
admits that if he was supplied with necessary funds, he 
would be able to procure 25 or 30,000 maunds of saltpetre 
I* E.F.I. (1661-6^), p. 395; (1665-67), p. 135, 138; 
(1668-69), p. 316, etc. 
2. rbid. , pp. 395-'96. 
3. Ibia., p. 39% 
vSS 
1 
year ly , 'whereas h i the r to 18,000 had been the limit ' . In 
1665 factors from Bengal v/rote that " i f (we) had moneys, 
2 
1000 tonns might eas i ly yearly be procijred." 
Stev/art a lso belieV3S tha t Shaista Khan's administra-
t ion p"ovided a favourable environment for the English 
3 
Company's trade to grow. V/hereas in 1659 i t s Bengal inves t -
ment amoimted to only £ 10,000, i t was ra i sed to £ 85,000 in 
h 
^e>7h, to E 100,000 m ^677 and to over £ 1,50,000 in 1681 .An 
analysis of Shaista Khan's parwanas which he granted to the 
English,from time to time,shows tha t his a t t i t u d e towards tLcm 
was not unfriendly. In almost a l l of his parwanas he ordered 
h is underlings tha t henceforth they were bound not to cheat 
the Eiiglish t raders not to crea te any r e s t r a i n t in the 
t ranspor ta t ion of t h e i r goods e i t h e r on land or on water. 
1. E .F . I . (1661-6^-), p . 396. 
2 . I b i d . , (1665-67), p . 139-
3o History of Bengal, op.cit., po 331. 
l+, M, Mohar All, 'Nawab Shaista Khan and the East India 
Company's Trade in Bengal, 166^-1669) in J.A.S. Pak, 
Vol. X, No. 2, December, 1965> p. 89. This expansion 
in the volume of Bengal trade led the Company in 1682 
to separate the Bengal factories from the control of 
the Madras Council and to set them on an independent 
footing, William Hedges was appointed agent and 
governor with special powers in the Bay of Bengal 
with his seat at Hugly, the first military establish-
ment of the Company in Bengal, See Stewart, op.cit., 
pp. 339-^0. -^ 
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He also condemns those o f f i c i a l s who coiranitted malpract ices . 
He ordered the o f f i c i a l s to provide a l l kinds of help to 
the factors in t he i r dealings with their loca l agents and 
1 
other t r ade r s , 
Shihab-uddin Talish remarks that the former governors 
of Bengal used to farm out (ijara) trade in most of the 
articles of food and clothing and all merchandise and then 
sell them at arbitrarily set rates, which the necessitious 
people had to agree to. Whenever ships brought elephants 
and other articles to the ports of Bengal the §ubedar's men 
used to confiscate (qurq) them and take whatever they 
selected at prices of their own liking. Shaista Khan, on 
taking charge of the province, is said to have forbidden 
these practices and to have moreover decreed that there 
2 
should be freedom for everyone to buy and sell. 
Shaista Khan governed Bengal for about a quarter 
century and during his government peace, and commerce 
flourished. The commodities of daily use were so cheap 
3 
that 320 seers or 8 maimds of rice was sold to a rupee. 
1. See copies of parwanas of Shaista Khan in the collection 
of Farmans, MshSns and Parwanas, issued in favour of 
English East India Company, from 1637 to 1712, British 
Museum, Add. 2^039. 
2. Shihabuddin -Ealish, Fatl?iyah-i/lbriyah, OR. MS. Bodl,589, 
ff. 127(a)-(b); also see Jadu Nath Sarkar, 'Shaista Khan 
in Bengal, 166^-1666', in J.A.S.B. (second series) Vol. 2, 
June 1906, p. 263. 
3' Riyaz-us Salaijin, op.cit^ , p. 228. 
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Talish rerneirks that it was due to Shaista Khan's excellent 
arrangements that from the "beginning till the writing of 
his book the price of grain in the army had been almost 
1 
equal to the price in Dacca. 
On the whole it appears that Shaista Khan partici-
pated actively in trading activities, and enforcad monopo-
lies wherever possible. But the English factors' accounts 
tend to exaggerate his faults. VJhere his own interests 
were not involved, he was not \mfriendiyto1he Europeans and 
during his governorship of Bengal the trade of the Companies 
flourished. 
(II) MIR JUMLA 
If Shaista Khan offers the best example of a Mughal 
noble engaged in internal trade, Mir Jumla is the best 
example of a noble indulging successfully in sea-borne 
trade. Besides holding the reputation of an able statesman, 
general and diplomat, he is also known for his frequent 
business deals with European factors, to whom he even 
advanced loans. In 16H-2-^ -3, the English factors are reported 
''• gaUiiyah-i *Ibriyah, ff. 160(a)-(b). 
'r 0 1 
to have decided to borrow ^ - or 5 thousand pagodas from 
him at Golkonda at an interest of 1^^ a month for h or 
1 
5 months. He also lent the English in Madras (Fort St. 
2 
George) '16,000 rials of eight on twelve months gratis.' 
Mir JiJiala himself occasionally borrowed money from the 
English factors, apparently to financing his business 
3 
enterprises. He was in a real sense a 'merchant prince', 
his ships carrying on trade between Arakan, Southern India, 
Bengal, Persia and Arabia, 
His mercantile temperament had its origin in his 
family background. As has been mentioned above (Chapter 6 
Section IV) his father was a petty oil-merchant of Isfahan. 
At the very beginning of his career, Mir Jumla joined the 
service of a diamond merchant in Persia as a clerk. He 
came to India and reached Golkonda with a Persian horse 
5 
merchant. Soon after his arrival, we are informed that he 
6 
went through the streets from door to door selling shoes. 
1. E.F.I. (16^2-If5), pp. 69, 79. 
2. Ibid. ,(1^6-50)» XXViii, 166-67. 
3. Cf. Mir Jumla op.cit., p. 9^. 
h. E.F.I. (1651-5^), p. 12. 
5o Bernier, p. 16; Manucci, I, pp. 231-32. 
6. Manucci, I, pp. 231-32. 
\n 
Thus by the time he arrived in India he had acquired 
ample experience as a merchant and was well versed in the 
art of business. We have the testimony of Bernier that 
Mir Jumla's "lineage was not noble, but his talents were 
of the first order: he was an accomplished soldier, and 
1 
deeply versed in business." Within a few years of his 
arrival at Golkonda his business aeijmen seems to have 
paid off. Manucci writes that he made a present to the 
King of Golkonda of some fine elephants and various cloths 
of EuroTDe and China and 'in this way he was well received 
2 
and obtained an appointment with good pay.• 
Mir Jumla's extensive and well organised commercial 
enterprises, both internal and external, constituted one 
of the principal sources of his revenue. He charged 
monopoly prices and tried to control internal production. 
His commercial activities, for the sake of convenience, 
may be studied in two phases — Karnataka and Bengal. In 
the first phase, as sar-1 khail of Golkonda from 1637, 
Mir Jumla continued his efforts to prevent the loss to 
1o Eernier, p. 16. 
2. He v/as appointed as Sar-i JCfcail, an important office 
the incumbent of which had to discharge military, civil 
and revenue functions. See Mir Jumla op.cit., pp. 9,10* 
For his salary being 3OOO huns see H.K. Sherwani, 
Hisbory of the Qutb Shahi Dynasty, New Delhi, 19/"+, 
p. ?07. 
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customs revenue of the State, arising from the illegal 
profits of tne English by insisting on the strict applica-
1 
tion of the Golden farman (of February 26, 163^). His 
outlook seems to have been legal and rational. But he 
moulded his policy as suited his own interests even at the 
2 
cost of those of the State, Consequently, when Mir Jumla 
emerges as all powerful vaziy of Golkonda, the European 
factors adopted the policy of appeasement viz-a-viz the 
1. As Governor of Masulipatam from 1635-6, Mir Jumla 
viewed with jealousy the commercial concessions enjoyed 
by the English, By the Golden farman the English had 
secured complete exemption from all customs in the 
Golkonc3a kingdom on certain conditions, and the farmers 
of the Mastilipatam customs had been allowed to pay 800 
pagodas (about fUOO) less a year to the State treasury 
by way of compensation for the resultant loss. The 
farman was to become invalid if the duties payable by 
the English exceeded that amount. But Mir JimLa and 
other officers at Masulipatam viewed these cominerclal 
concessions of the English with grave concern, as they 
involved the State in great loss of customs revenues, 
ov;ing to unlicensed practices on the part of the 
English East India Company's traders. Mir Jumla to-
gether with the Dutch, therefore, took steps against 
them and acquainted the Sultan of their violation of 
the Golden farman. The result was that__the Sar-i ^ lail 
('Abdullah Kh^n Mazandar5ni) and the Dabir (Mulla Wais) 
of the Golkonda court demanded from the English the 
excess over 800 pagodas, the stipulated yearly abate-
ment. See Mir Jumla, pp, 8, 92, 
2, Mir Jumla, pp. 92-93. 
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Mir. Hence they offered him presents, lent him personnel 
- pilots, sailors, gionners — and carried his cargoes on 
their ovm ships without charging freight and customs. Kir 
J\jinla, in turn, helped them on various occasions, by lend-
ing moneyf confirming their privileges, and allowing them 
to use his ships and pilots. Thus he tried to -use then! as 
an instrument for the realisation of his commercial and 
-J 
political ambitions. 
By 16^7, besides his political and administrative 
engagements in Karnataka, Mir Jumla expanded his sea-borne 
trade and his junks plied between Masulipatam, Surat, 
2 
Gombroon, Mokha, Peru, Pegu etc. In 1651 Mir Jumla is said 
to have owned ^ 00 horses, 300 elephants, 1+00 or 500 camels, 
and 10,000 Oxen for transporting his goods to several 
countries like Golkonda and Bijapur and also into different 
parts of the Mughal Empire. He also had trade relations 
with Pegu, Tenasserim (Mergiui Archipelago), Achin, Arakan 
(in Biirma), Persia, Bengal, Mokha, Peruk, Maldives and 
Macassar. His fleet then consisted of ten ships and he 
3 
intended to build more. For this purpose he appears to have 
1. Mir Jumla, pp. 93-9^' 
2- E .F , I . (16>+6-3Q)« pp. 98, 139, 273. At t h a t time Golkonda 
merchants were obliged to car ry t h e i r own goods to these 
places on ships mostly owned by Mir Jiimla, See V/.H. More-
land. From Akbar to Aurangzeb, New Delhi , 1972, p . 56. 
3!. E .F . I . (1651-5^)« p . 12. 
employed nn English man Thomas Pratt for Rs.500/- per 
month, v/iiosc duty apart from bui lding b o a t s , was to make 
1 
ammunition for river fighting. He also possessed a large 
crew of sailors and navigators for his fleet, including 
2 
both l-iuslims and Europeans. 
It seems that Mir Jumla was always keen in 
exploiin:; profitable commodities and favourable markets. 
Wnenever he got such opportunities he never failed in 
making profits thereof. Thus we see him dealing in different 
commodities with different countries. Burma, for instance 
was famous for her 'perfect Rubies and Sapphires', its 
gumlack was of the finest quality, martaban Jars, gold, 
copper, tin, quicksilver, bell-metal (ganza) and benzoin 
were also available there. Mir Jumla, therefore, negotiated 
with the ruler of Pegu (known as 'the Lord of White 
Elephants') for establishing commercial relations, in which 
he was successful and Mir Jumla's junks laden with his ov/n 
freight goods sailed regularly from Masulipatam to Pegu, 
while his servants and agents used to constantly Journey to 
and from Pegu, sometimes on Dutch ships (e.g. 1653). Mir 
Jumla sometimes employed English private traders (e.g. 
1. Manucci, II, pp. 87, 102. 
2, Mir Jumla, p. 8^. 
V.)\) 
Richard Gogan in 16^7) to conduct commercial operations 
on his behalf with Pegu. The political disturbances in 
Pegu due to the Chinese invasion adversely affected Mir 
Jumla's trade in 1651. About 1653 the King of Pegu 
prohibited the sale of tin and tusks to strangers and the 
export of Ganza and organized guards on the way to Martavan 
1 
to implement his order. 
Arakan was famous for wild elephants. Mir Jumla 
corresponded with its ruler Dharmaraja requesting him to 
grant trade facilities in Arakan to his men, and requested 
the Raja to release several Mughals long imprisoned in Arakan. 
The Mir purchased h elephants sent by the Raja to the East 
2 
Coast and received one as a gift. 
Mir Jumla procured spices from the East Indies, 
slaves and rice from Macassar, tin from Peruk and cowries 
from the Maldives in return for the East coast calicoes. 
With Persia Mir Jumla had equally close commercial 
links. Every year he used to send his junks from the East 
coast laden with a large quantity of goods. His power and 
1- E«F.I.(16^6-50), 98-99, 198; (1651-5^), 260, 263; Gf. 
Mir Jumla, pp. 8^ -, 90n. 
2. For Mir Jiimla's Arakan trade see Bowrey o p . c i t , pp. 73, 
222, 2^5n. 
3« E .F . I . ( 1637 -M) , l67-8n; (1651-^^), 99, 290-91. 
^» Ib id . (16^6-50), 139, 273; Cf. Mir Jumla, p . &5. 
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influence as the minister of GoUconda enabled him to 
utilize the English ships also in tr^porting his articles 
to Persia without paying freight and customs. In 16^1-^2 
Mir J\imla's junk reached Gombroon via Gwador on the Makran 
coast and about 200 tumans were remitted as the Company's 
1 
share of customs due on his goods from Masulipatara, 
Mir Jumla not only occasionally sent his goods on 
English and Dutch ships, but there are also statements that 
even his own junks were sometimes navigated by English and 
Dutch pilots hired by him. Thus we have names of Roger 
Adams, Richard Walwyn, John Gayton and Thomas Bostock. 
Mokha was an important commercial centre where Mir Jumla 
2 
regularly sent his junks piloted by Europeans. 
In 1656 when Mir Jiamla joined the service of Shah 
Jah'an, he is said to have made a present to the Emperor 
amounting to Rs. 15 lakhs and other valuables including 
. 3 
the famous Koh-i Nur. An idea of his wealth may also be 
had from the fact tha t while in Golkonda, he maintained his 
I* E«F.I.(165l-5^)i pp. 67, 117-18, 125-26. Cf. Mir Jumla, 
p. 85. 
2- EoF.I. (1637-^1), pp. 76-77, 255; (16^2-^5), pp. 69,31, 
23^; (16^6-J^, pp. 98, 139, 273; (1651-5^), PP. i^, 
256-57, 266-6'9. 
3. M.U.,111, p. 535; for Koh-i Mur see Manucci I, 237-38 
and note J Tavernier, II, Appendix-I, pp. l+M+-'+6. 
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own army ccmip^ed with efficient artillery and many 
1 
European artillerymen. When he was in Mughal service he 
is also said to have declared that he could maintain his 
entire establishment and thus supplement the expenditure 
2 
sanctioned by the emperor from his own resources. Much 
of this opulence of Mir Jumla arose out of Mir Jumla's 
commercial activities. His diamonds were usually counted 
3 
in sacks. Thevenot says that Mir Jumla possessed 
20 maunds ( ^0 seers to a maund ) of diamonds. 
He preferred selling the best diamonds to the 
Portuguese. Dora Phelipe Mascarehnas, the Portuguese 
5 
Viceroy of Goa, was his friend as well as chief customer. 
1. Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. In 1653-5^, Aurangzeb sent 
Mu^ iamraad Momin to report on the affairs of Mir J"umla. 
He observed that Mir Jumla's army numbered 9000 cavalry 
of which 5000 were his own servants and 1+000 Qutb Shihi 
deserters, — and 20,000 infantry, — that his resources 
consisted of cash, fine jewels, artillery, good elephants, 
'Iraqi and S^ rab horses and all kinds of provisions of 
pomp and grandeur of superior quality. See *Abul Fath 
Qabil Kian, Adgb-i 'llamglrl, MS. Farsiyah No. 20, 
Research Library, Department of History. Aligarh Muslim 
University, Aligarh, 1216 A.H., f. M-8(a). 
2. S.K. Bhuyan, Laohat Barphukan and His Times, Gauhati, 
19»+7, p. 152. 
3. Bernier, p. 17. 
h. Thevenot, The Indian Travels of Thevenot andCareri, 
(ed.) S.No Sen, New Delhi, 19^9, PP. ^hk-^, 
5.. Bernier, pp. 17-18n; Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. 
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They exchanged presents. Dom Phelipe sent him several 
kinds of brocade and porcelain from China, together with 
many curosities from Japan, and Mir Jiimla sent back gertis 
1 
and diamonds extracted from his Golkonda mines, Tv;o of 
his diamonds, weighing ^"7 and 67i carates, which Dom 
showed to Tavernier at Goa were probably obtained from the 
2 
Mir. 
Mir Jurala does not seem to have disdained corru'nerce 
of any s o r t . He d e a l t in c l o t h , bezoar, i ron , s t e e l and 
3 
saltpetre in Karnataka. His agents held the monopoly of 
the unbleached (brown) cloth, to engross all from the 
weavers and to sell at 20^ profit. 
During his governorship of Bengal (1660-1663) Hir 
Jumla endeavoured to monopolise all articles of necesiiity 
and then sell them at fenciful prices. About 1660, Mir 
Jumla offered to supply the English factors every year as 
much saltpetre as they would require. In the opinion of 
the Madras factors he did so for his personal profit. 
1. Manucci, I, pp. 232-33. 
2. Tavernier, I, pp. 200, 228. 
3. E.F,I. (I651-5^)i p. 12. 
^. Ibid., p. 22. 
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About the same time the English factors at Patna were 
indebted to him for supply for 30,000 bags (6000 ma unas) 
1 
of saltpetre. Again, sale of grain placed under a strict 
monopoly. Paddy and other necessaries coming to Madras 
through his Jurisdiction had to pay customs, v/hile paddy 
was sold to the towns people at 25^ more than the morKct 
price. The English at Madras could not sell any thing 
except the articles purchased from the men of Nawab'c 
farmer at prices 50^ ^ higher than those prevailing in the 
neighbourhood. He wanted to establish a monopoly of all 
2 
imported goods." 
Mir Jumla and his officers, from time to time, 
extracted money from merchants on different pretexts. In 
1661, for instance, Mir Jumla demanded Rs.50,000 from the 
grain merchants of the Dacca on the pretext that the latter 
had made extra profit due to the continued presence of his 
large camp for the Kuch Bihar and Assam campaigns. The 
3 
merchants, however, paid only Rs. 25,000 in all. A sura 
k 
of three lakhs was offered by the city bankers. 
1. E.F.I. (1661-6^), p. 67. 
2' Ib id (1655-60), pp. ifl , 93. Also see Mir Jumla,pp. 77-
7S7" 
3. Mir Jumla, pp. 277-78; Cf, Anjal i Cha t te r jee , Bengal 
in the lieign of Aurangzeb, 1658-1707, Ca lcu t t a , 1%7, 
p . 2M-1+. 
k, Moreland, o p . c i t . , p . 292. 
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In 1658, Malik Beg the Governor of Hugli der.Hnded 
from the English an annual payment of Rs. 3,000 in lieu 
of customs on the pretext that the imprisonment of Shah-
Jahan and assumption of power by Aurangzeb had made all 
imperial grants null and void. In 1659 the governor of 
Balasore began to levy exorbitant charges for anchorage 
upon the English. The English factors declined to pay, 
1 
and so a dispute arose. 
1» EoF.I. (165>-6Q), pp. 391-2; Stewart, Op.cit., p. 523. 
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